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ABSTRACT
This study determines the influence of blended learning on the academic performance of social studies students in junior secondary schools of Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State. The researcher formulated five research questions that guided the study. Descriptive survey research design was used. The instrument used to obtain information was a structured questionnaire, the data collected were analyzed using mean statistics. The instrument used was validated by two experts in measurement and evaluation. Test re-test was used to determine the reliability of the instrument and the reliability coefficient was 0.75. Mean statistics was used to analyse the research questions. It was found that there were positive effects of blended learning on the students academic performance. From the study, the major  factors that hinders the full implementation of this teaching strategy was lack of technological skills among teachers and students and lack of computer system and projectors for teaching in the classroom. Therefore, it was recommended that; the government should help the schools, teachers and students within that locality by providing technological empowerment for them thereby motivating the teachers to use that innovative method for teaching and learning purposes within their territory
 
 
 
 
 
 


CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The predominant technique of teaching and learning in Nigeria in the past was face-to-face interaction between the teacher and the pupils. The world is inventive and dynamic, nevertheless. With the rapid advancement of science and technology, that approach has nearly become irrelevant in terms of serving the requirements of the students. Online learning has thus been incorporated into the curriculum as a result.
Therefore, throughout the past 20 years, the growth of information and communication technology (ICT) has had an impact on the global education system. As a result of the changes brought about by the development of internet technology, educational institutions and curriculum specialists are now reviewing and implementing modifications to their policies and educational planning (Choshin & Ghaffari, 2017).
Teachers are increasingly embracing the use of internet technology in the educational sector in an effort to improve pedagogy through the integration of online and classroom learning. Blended learning, as defined by Graham (2013), is a teaching strategy that combines online and in-person training. As a result of the advancement of ICT in education, blended learning has grown increasingly popular among educators. However, blended learning goes farther than just substituting ICT integration for conventional schooling. 
According to Garrison and Kanuka (2004) and Hoic-Bozic, Mornar, and Boticki (2009), a blended learning instruction should be crucial in conceptualizing and reorganizing for dynamic teaching and learning to incorporate different instructional components. They include group or individual activities, online or in-person instruction, media for learning subjects, synchronous and asynchronous interaction, and a variety of instructional materials. 
The combination of in-person classroom instruction with online learning via a computer may increase students' motivation to learn and inspire them to reach their educational goals. The online learning platform's teaching materials, which include videos, notes, online discussions, and quizzes, may help students better understand the material that is being covered by the instructors. A few efficient methods for assisting students in learning the lesson and raising their academic performance are the use of multimedia in teaching and student collaboration (Asparin & Tan, 2018).
Students' engagement in the online learning conversation might improve active learning among them and increase the effectiveness of the teaching process. In order to better grasp the material being studied in class, the students will discuss it with the instructor and their classmates. Additionally, because blended learning gives students access to a variety of teaching tools and materials, students will be more engaged in their learning, more creative during instruction, better prepared, and more intriguing (Susan & Chris 2015).
Students in the twenty-first century are regarded as digital natives since they have grown up with modern technology. They utilize all of the digital age's toys and tools the most, including computers, video games, digital music players, video cameras, mobile phones, and other electronic devices. Computers, email, the Internet, cell phones, and instant messaging play a major role in their daily lives. The usage of technology-based tools, which many young people regard as being a natural part of their world and include YouTube, Facebook, WhatsApp, Telegram, Wikipedia, and many more, is changing not just how they use their free time but also how they study and function at work.
One of the industries that stands to gain the most from the present technological improvement is education. In order to build engaging learning environments, new innovations in educational technologies should not be ignored by instructors. Additionally, teachers should include digital resources into their lessons so that information may be shared and made available to Z-generation students, who have fresh talents and varied interests in educational materials. To teach this new generation of pupils, officials in the educational system must be exceedingly creative (Prensky, 2001).
The growth and use of Internet technology has sped up the educational process, and in recent years, with an increase in the number of schools and organizations offering courses online, the idea of e-learning or online learning has become more prevalent. The current state of e-learning is described in the research literature as a rapidly evolving topic, with academic institutions offering a rising number of online courses that are gaining popularity among students (Njenga & Fourie, 2010).
For students of the new generation, e-learning environments encourage instructional innovations and offer them access to software and technological resources that foster a positive learning environment. Rich educational environments that employ mobile devices, digital platforms, and instructional software are ushering in a new age in education. (Horton, 2002).
One of the most recent methods of training, e-learning offers a number of advantages. If used as a technique for distance learning, the ability to address the issue of information explosion and growing demand for education (Abadi, 2002), address the issue of overcrowded classrooms, and open doors for the acceptance of diversity in education are just a few of the advantages.
Due to the growing popularity of web-based learning platforms, e-learning has emerged as a preferred approach for successful learning in the larger academic community. E-learning, or the use of technology to improve learning, has several advantages. It is often adaptable, enabling for virtual learning to take place at a time and pace that are suitable for the requirements of the students, according to Allan and Lawless (2005) and Kimathi and Zhang (2019). As a consequence of advancements in science and technology, particularly in the areas of research and self-development, several novel teaching and learning strategies, such as e-learning and blended learning, have been developed. In a sense, the world has become a global village thanks to the information technology revolution. The former made it more necessary for students to speak with various merchants in public settings.
        Adeyemo (2010) defined academic achievement as the result of the education given to students. It is a reflection of the knowledge that students have acquired during the teaching-learning process and the outcome of education. Beyond just assessing how well schools have achieved their goals, academic accomplishment is a crucial aspect in predicting a person's future success and the growth of the nation (Meenu, 2016).
 For a better academic performance of social studies students, a kind of education known as blended learning  which combines conventional classroom techniques with access to internet learning opportunities and educational materials is necessary. Other names for it include mixed-mode instruction, web-enhanced instruction, and technology-mediated instruction. Although the learner may have some influence over some factors, such as time, place, path, or pace, mixed learning necessitates the physical presence of both the teacher and the learner. Even if students continue to attend conventional brick-and-mortar schools where a teacher is present, face-to-face classroom activities are blended with computer-mediated activities in terms of content and delivery.  In addition, it is utilized in situations involving professional development and training. Due to a number of factors, teachers are eager to incorporate blended learning into their classes. These factors include the depth of the blended learning pedagogy, the effectiveness of the learning strategy, and the ease with which students can access knowledge throughout the class.
Statement of the Problem 
It is obvious that schools in rural areas use only conventional and traditional teaching method which is no more favourable to the 21st  century students.  Without a doubt, the most effective teaching strategy for social studies students in this 21st century is blended learning. The fact that some of the social studies professors lack computer literacy poses the biggest problem in this situation. Since the Igbo-Etiti Local Government section of Enugu State is located in a rural section of the state, the bulk of the instructors focus on the traditional or conventional face-to-face style of teaching rather than the cutting-edge ways to use ICT tools in the classrooms.
Similar to this, the majority of students who attends school in rural areas are not exposed to e-learning because of their environment. The usage of the instructional techniques makes the teaching process more challenging for the teachers since some of them prefer the conventional teaching style to e-learning and others are hesitant to adjust to e-learning. The utilization of blended learning in the teaching and learning process is discouraged by this problem. The world is transitioning to a digital age, and kids who were taught exclusively using this technique performed below expectations. Therefore, a mixed learning strategy was required. This issue sparked the researcher's curiosity in conducting a study on the impact of blended learning.
Purpose of the study
The primary objective of this research is to investigate the effects of blended learning on social studies performance among students in  Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State.
This study specifically attempted to.
1. identify the influence of the traditional teaching method on the academic performance of students in social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area.
2. identify the influence of the e-learning teaching method on the academic performance of students in social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area.
3. find out the similarities between the traditional and e-learning teaching methodology in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State. 
4. assess factors that hinder effective use of blended teaching methodology for students in social studies in Igbo-EtitiLocal Government Area.
5. Suggest remedies to identified challenges in the use of blended teaching methodology for social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area.
Significance of the study.
       When the findings of this study are published, they will be important theoretically since they lend credence to Piaget's constructivist and cognitive learning theories. Piaget's cognitive theory talks about learning being achieved or constructed through the learner's existing cognitive structure, emphasizing that learning comes from more of what the learner knows than what he or she does. The constructivist theory of Piaget and Vgotsky also talks about creating knowledge based on the previous knowledge. The use of the aforementioned two theories may be used to address the issues related to the usage of teaching without the blended learning technique in social studies instruction in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area with regard to the academic performance of the students.
    The study will be geared toward ensuring that every person has an equal opportunity to receive an education and will help the students and society at large to benefit from the findings by reshaping the mindset of the social studies students in Igbo-Etiti toward their positive ways of addressing the learning challenges identified in using blended learning methodology. Students will benefit from this research by understanding how important ICT skills are in the modern world.
   However, this study will provide government organizations access to the findings so they can use them to develop and carry out educational programs, particularly for young people, the majority of those that lives in rural areas and are not adequately digitalized.
    It will be helpful to researchers and scholars since it will enable them to do further study and analyze academic findings to generate better ideas.
    Learning institutions will profit from it since it will enable them to generate students for society who are academically sound and intelligent by adapting their teaching methods to the evolving needs of students.   
  This study will be helpful to educational administrators because it will help them make wise decisions that will enable their students to compete favorably with peers around the globe in good and proper behavior through close monitoring of their academic programs.
   The study will be helpful to Ministry of Education and Curriculum planners because it will open their eyes to what students actually need, what goals and objectives a particular course of study is meant to achieve, and how to focus on those goals and objectives to ensure that they are met.
  The study will also be helpful to parents, guardians, and educators since it will provide guidance on how to support their children in their academic endeavors, particularly in this digital age of teaching and learning.
Scope of the Study
  The study has geographic scope, content scope and level scope.
      Geographically, the study was delimited to secondary schools in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, Nigeria. The content scope of this research was delimited to influence of blended learning on the academic performance of social studies students in secondary schools in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State. The level scope of this research was students of Social Studies and their teachers in junior secondary schools in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, Nigeria.
Research Questions
The following research questions guided the study:
1. What are the influence of the traditional teaching methods on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? 
2. What are the influence of the e-learning teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? 
3. What is the similarities between the traditional and e-learning teaching methodology in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State?
4. What are the factors that hinder effective use of blended teaching methodology for students in social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?
5. What are the remedies or solutions to the identified challenges in the use of blended teaching methodology for social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?

CHAPTER TWO 
 Review of Related Literature 
The literature review is presented under the following sub headings:
Conceptual Framework 
· Concept of Blended Learning. 
· Concept of Academic Performance. 
· Concept of E-learning. 
· Concept of Traditional or Conventional  Learning Approach.  
Theoretical Framework 
  - Cognitive Learning Theory - Jean Piaget (1936) 
  - Constructivist Learning Theory –Jean Piaget (1973) & Vygotsky (1978)
  - Connectivism Learning Theory – Siemens (2005) and Downes (2010)
Empirical Studies
Summary of Reviewed Literature 

Conceptual Framework 
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Fig. 1: Illustration of Blended Learning
Concept of Blended Learning
According to Noni, Abdullah, and Ismail (2017) and Bicen, Ozdamli, and Uzunboylu (2012), a blended learning strategy is one that joins face to face and web based learning. Blended learning is a strategy that joins many learning models to establish a climate that is ordinarily agreeable for understudies. According to Graham (2006), blended learning is a technique that consolidates traditional in-person guidance with online learning.Additionally, Kiviniemi (2014) characterized blended learning as the learning worldview that joins on the web and in-person parts into a solitary new module that is seen as a solitary course. At the end of the day, the blended learning system ought not be considered as an odd mixing of the two different ways (the traditional approach and the web-based approach), but instead as an organized approach that is presently seen as teaming up.
        According to Lalima and Dangwal (2017), blended learning is a state of the art procedure that empowers the synchronization of the advantages of both regular homeroom guidance and ICT-upheld learning modules (detached or on the web). According to Benson, Anderson, and Ooms (2011), the meaning of blended learning has been raised doubt about as a mix of on the web and face-to-face guidance. The contention emerged from the definition's contempt for the need of a course plan and one more endeavor to make the scholastic cycle (Vaughan was refered to in Benson, Anderson, and Ooms, 2011). At the end of the day, blended learning envelops more than basically putting specific educational assets on the web and integrating innovation into the traditional homeroom educational program. According to Vaughan, the idea of blended learning ought to be extended to envelop scholastic courses and course makes arrangements for conveying courses using a blended style. Also, Oliver and that's what tingwell guaranteed, as shown in Division of Tutoring and Youth Improvement (2012), blended learning has been mistakenly advanced to act as an illustration of imaginative educating. While blended learning apparently is the most common way of intertwining the traditional homeroom approach with advancement, it will appear to be extreme to them. Beforehand, Singh (2003) had felt that blended learning depended on the possibility that learning is definitely not a one-time occasion but instead a persistent cycle that consolidates many learning modalities. As it is rehearsed in Victorian Schools, blended learning is depicted by the Division of Training and Youth Improvement (2012) as " suggest the arranged execution of a learning model that joins understudy focused, traditional in-class learning with other adaptable learning ways of thinking utilizing convenient and electronic on the web (especially helpful) approaches to recognize benefits for the school system," on page 6. This shows that it is so critical to develop the blending framework accurately and nicely, offsetting any fundamental improvements that will support understanding the primary objectives referenced.
   Furthermore, according to Aretio (2018:9), blended learning is "a joining of means, resources, headways, frameworks, activities, techniques, and both face-to-face and distance learning methods to satisfy each particular learning need." As expressed in the previously mentioned definitions, blended learning isn't essentially a mix of on the web and disengaged learning when utilized as a general term. To achieve a specific learning objective, it very well may be considered as a blend of various educational appearance strategies, approaches, and methods. This exploration characterizes blended learning as the conscious converging of traditional face-to-face instruction with an electronic learning methodology in view of the various definitions that a couple of essayists have presented for itself and considering the contentions. The approach and training technique ought to be thought about to give a mix that is more understudy situated and advances independent learning.
     It is known as blended learning, combination learning, composed learning, multi-procedure learning, or blended strategy learning while learning happens through the utilization of two separate methods of cooperation. Graham (2006) characterizes blended learning as the mixing of direct learning conditions, where understudies and instructors assemble in a similar area to learn (frequently a review corridor), with conditions that depend on correspondence innovation since they might confer from a distance.
        By and by, blended learning, according to Thorne (2003), is an instructing methodology that might join traditional learning with present day mechanical leap forwards to help understudy commitment in the homeroom.
  Driscoll (2002) likewise noticed that there are four particular ways that blended learning can occur: initial, a mix of electronic development techniques; second, a mix of instructive approaches; third, a mix of any educational development with face-to-face direction; and fourth, a mix of enlightening development with genuine undertakings. Driscoll's most notable thought and idea of blended learning, which underscores using a blend of online development strategies, is acknowledged by specific scholastics and media. He focuses, however, that blended learning might mean different things to various people, which stresses its power and oftentimes hidden potential.
 Contrary to Driscoll, Bonk and Graham (2006) guarantee that the first and second definitions above experience the ill effects of the issue of being too wide on the grounds that they unequivocally incorporate all virtual learning structures and hardware.
Dimensions of Blended Learning 
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Fig. 2: Model of Blended Learning      
Blended learning may best be described as flexible. It allows the instructor the chance and control to adapt his lessons to the learning styles of his students. Blending can take place at multiple levels and in different dimensions. Blended learning has a competitive edge over other teaching strategies because of its flexibility. Blended learning may satisfy both the general learning criteria and the course content requirements thanks to the concept of personalization.    
The mixing of offline and online learning, self-paced and in-person collaborative learning, organized and unstructured learning, and more fusions of the aforementioned were some customization-related aspects that Sylvestre (2004) emphasized.  In addition, Sylvestre (2004) makes a number of recommendations for components that must be incorporated into the teaching and learning process. Three groupings are made up of these components: In addition to synchronous physical forms including classroom teaching, on-site training, hands-on worksheets and exercises, asynchronous self-paced formats also include web/CD-ROM courseware, recorded live events and videos, simulations, on-demand searchable knowledge portals, chat/discussion, and chat/interaction.  Asynchronous online formats include virtual classrooms, virtual supervision, and live web seminars.
        According to Clark (2002), the blended learning characteristics consist of five essential elements. The first consists of live occasions, such as live virtual classes where all students engage in learning activities at once while being supervised by professors. The second component is online learning activities that the student should perform freely, such as interactive, web-based, or CD-ROM instruction, so that he may learn at his own pace and when it suits him. Cooperation is the third component, which entails the exchange of emails, continuous discussions, and online chats amongst students using the provided forums. The fourth element is the instructor's evaluation of the pupils' knowledge. Previous evaluations may be finished to establish the learning requirements for live or self-paced events. Post-tests can be administered to gauge how well the lessons learned were retained after live or online learning sessions. Reference resources, which include on-the-job reference materials that improve learning retention and transfer, are Clark's fifth and final proposed component.
Concept of Academic Performance      
According to Narad and Abdullah (2016), academic performance is the information discovered that is decided by an educator utilizing grades as well as instructive objectives laid out by understudies and instructors to be achieved during a specific timeframe. They said that the consequences of tests or consistent appraisals are the way these goals are estimated. Achievement is the degree to which an individual has arrived at a specific objective. It depicts how well one's objectives have been achieved after a foreordained timeframe.
      A critical part of schooling is understudy academic achievement (Rono, 2013). It fills in as the point of convergence around which the entire schooling system is remembered to spin. Narad and Abdullah (2016) fight that a school's academic achievement or still up in the air by the performance of its understudies. According to Signh, Malik, and Signh (2016), a country's financial advancement is straightforwardly impacted by the scholarly accomplishment of its understudies.
Understudies' academic accomplishment makes the establishment for data procurement and the improvement of capacities, guarantee Farooq, Chaudhry, Shafiq, and Behanu (2011). Moreover, Farooq et al. (2011) focused on the significance of academic accomplishment for all instructors. The differentiation between "academic performance" and "academic accomplishment" has been made by various creators. Yusuf (n.d.) attempted to make a differentiation between academic accomplishment and academic performance. According to him, academic accomplishment is the quantifiable, perceivable lead that an understudy shows at a specific point subsequent to getting guidance. Results on tests made by a specific instructor, term assessments, and different assessments are utilized to measure understudy performance. Then again, Yusuf characterizes academic accomplishment as understudies' quantifiably high grades. Accomplishment tests are for the most part used to assess understudies' academic performance.
 On the other hand, Afzal & Afzal (2015) did not distinguish between the two terminology. This study examined how pupils' academic achievement correlated with their social studies test scores. 
        Adeyemo (2010) defined academic achievement as the result of the education given to students. It is a reflection of the knowledge that students have acquired during the teaching-learning process and the outcome of education. Beyond just assessing how well schools have achieved their goals, academic accomplishment is a crucial aspect in predicting a person's future success and the growth of the nation (Meenu, 2016).
Concept of E-learning or Online learning 
         In the world we live in, technology is everywhere. The omnipresent presence of technology has drastically altered the pedagogy of teaching methodology. In the academic world, the phrase "online distance learning" has become more common. Since technology satisfies the needs of contemporary pupils, it is essential to integrate social studies education with it. The modern classroom is not at all like the traditional classroom.  In education, the use of technology is growing (Guzacheva, 2020).
Online learning is another name for e-learning. Online delivery of this sort of teaching is normal. Among other names, it is frequently referred to as "e-learning". Online education is one kind of "distance learning," which is any learning that happens remotely and outside of a regular study hall. There is a critical pedagogical influence of online learning on how we teach and learn. A collaborative, interactive method where the teacher and students co-create the learning experience is replacing top-down lectures and passive learners. The role of the instructor is moving from "sage on the stage" to "the guide as an afterthought." The Internet is used to provide course materials, permit correspondence between instructors and students, and facilitate learning in online education. Online education may likewise refer to a sort of guidance where students use their home computers to access the internet. A well established component of the American educational system, online learning is a type of far off learning or distance education. In recent years, it has become the largest sector of distance learning (Nguyen, 2015). The same was expressed by Oblinger and Hawkins in 2005, who wrote, " As opposed to being a completely online course, e-learning currently uses technology to offer all or a piece of a course outside of a set time and area." what's more, the European Commission defines "e-Learning" as "the use of new multimedia technologies and the Internet to increase learning quality by working with remote exchanges and cooperation" (Arkorful, 2014).
       Despite the way that the term "online learning" is used everywhere, it has numerous meanings. Many creators use examples and judgements based on the topic matter or their personal experiences to interpret this phrase in different ways. "Online learning" is defined as education in which guidance and knowledge are basically provided online by Kalmon and Watson (2005).
   Bates (2016) defines online learning as a type of far off learning when a course or program is expressly designed in advance to be delivered totally online. Online learning, sometimes referred to as far off learning, gives students the chance to learn without being present in the homeroom truly.
      Online learning makes it fast and simple to get guidelines, content, and material. E-learning, sometimes referred to as online learning or electronic learning, is the process of learning utilizing electronic technology and media, according to Tamm (2019). In fundamental English, "learning that is enabled electronically" is the way e-learning is defined.
          E-learning is a structured teaching-based learning method that uses electronic resources, according to The Economic Times (2020). Even while teaching can happen in or outside of study halls, most of e-learning relies on computers and the Internet. Online education may likewise be defined as "learning that takes place somewhat or entirely over the Internet" (Gilbert, 2015).
The newest and most widely used sort of far off education these days is online learning. Post-secondary education has undergone critical change over the beyond ten years, and the trend is just accelerating. A subject that is shown online will commonly have the same material presented in a face-to-face seminar. Some people believe that because you should be a self-directed student, keep up with your inspiration, and handle your assignment autonomously, the responsibility is considerably more hard than in a commonplace face-to-face session. The online approach places serious areas of strength for an on an interactive learning environment created to encourage exchange between the teacher and the students as well as among the students themselves. The online approach requires active investment from both the teacher and the students. The instructor will frequently work as a facilitator, sorting out activities that actively involve students, as opposed to relying too heavily on lectures and memorization (Stern, 2020).
Concept of Traditional or Conventional Classroom Approach
This method of instruction involves the teacher physically being present in the classroom with the pupils. Redmond (2011) defines the traditional classroom approach as the method in which instruction takes place in an environment where both the teacher and the students are physically present. Imogen (2018) further argued that the traditional classroom method is one in which direct physical contact between students and their peers and teachers is promoted.  The traditional approach, also known as the face-to-face teaching/learning strategy, describes a scenario in which an educational institution's instructor and student are in a space designated for instruction and the teaching and learning occur simultaneously. 2019 (Purdue University). 
Theoretical Framework
The development of knowledge is based on theories. Models and theories must be developed since they aid in the process of knowledge production and provide direction for research and practice (Graham, Henrie, & Gibbons, 2014). This section will go over three hypotheses that are connected to the mixed learning strategy: Learning theories that are constructivist, connectivist, and cognitive
Cognitive Learning Theory of Jean Piaget (1936)
Jean Piaget (1896–1980) developed the cognitive learning hypothesis. According to the notion, learners' preexisting cognitive structures are used to generate knowledge. It stresses that knowledge is the foundation of learning rather than action (Arshad, Khawaja, & Saad, 2012). According to Bratton, Callinan, Forshaw, and Sawchuk (2007), various German gestalt theorists, including Max Wertheimer (1880–1943), 
Kurt Lewin (1886–1941), and Wolfgang Kohler (1887–1967), contributed to the development of the cognitive learning theory. According to these psychologists, investigating the total whole is necessary to properly understand human consciousness rather than dissecting its individual elements. In other words, studies of human nature shouldn't be studied in isolation but rather as a totality. The concept of completeness, in their opinion, denotes that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts (Khalid, 2015).
 Kurt thought that a person's orientation is influenced by two forces: the good and the negative. According to Wolfgang, learning happens via understanding and doesn't require instruction, stimulation, or reinforcement. These psychologists' recommendations were investigated further, and the cognitive learning hypothesis resulted. The creation of the concept was greatly influenced by the work of child psychologist Jean Piaget (1896–1980). Through his studies and publications, Piaget asserted that children develop "schemas" when they are exposed to various levels of educational training. The term "schema" in this context refers to both the knowledge kind and the instructional approach. Children develop new schemas as a consequence of exposure to a variety of experiences, and subsequent exposure will either lead the schemas to change or be changed, according to Piaget. A teacher should design the learning process such that it exposes students to the content in a way that enables them to actively integrate it with their prior knowledge in light of this information.
The cognitive learning theory provides the framework for how concepts are assessed and processes are set up, particularly when it comes to curriculum design.  For information to be acquired, the curriculum must be appropriately organized. A child's exposure to both recent and historical events interact to shape their understanding, claim Franks, Kramer, Rankin, and Wooten (2018). When it comes to blended learning, the teacher must design the curriculum so that new material is "accommodated" or "assimilated" by the student's past knowledge or "schema." When technology is used in the classroom, students are still able to understand how new ideas and previously taught material relate to one another. Hartley, who was mentioned by Arshad, Khawaja, and Saad (2012), said on page 184 that "...instruction should be well organized and clearly structured, perceptual features of the task and prior knowledge is important...," when speaking about how the cognitive learning theory relates to blended learning.
        The theory suggests that as youngsters become older, they may be able to understand more complicated material. Additionally, because the new information is related to what is already known, it is understood and learnt. As a result, the theory accounts for both age disparities and applicability to the learning process. A teacher should be able to build up educational materials when utilizing a blended approach to enhance learning as students apply past knowledge to new information. The cognitive approach placed a lot of emphasis on how learning information was organized, but it only addressed teacher-centered learning activities and ignored student-centered learning activities. Constructivist learning theory must thus be considered.
Constructivist Learning Theory of Jean Piaget (1973) and Lev Vygotsky (1978).      The constructivist learning theory holds that learning occurs when individuals actively produce new information based on their prior knowledge. Both Jean Piaget (1896-1980) and Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) made contributions to this concept. According to Piaget's cognitive constructivist learning theory, our past knowledge and environmental awareness are the foundations upon which we create or produce new information. The social constructivist learning theory that Vygotsky created emphasizes how student interactions lead to learning. Children are active learners who may develop their own knowledge based on their level of experience, in accordance with Vygotsky's beliefs (Khalid, 2015). The underlying assumptions of Vygotsky theory are as follows: 
a) Before assessing a child's cognitive abilities, the child's developmental stage must be established (Harry, 2008).
b) " Cognitive skills are mediated through the use of psychological tools or mediators that enable the transformation and assessment of mental processes and functions, such as language, words, counting systems, mnemonic devices, mathematical symbols, artwork, writing patterns, and maps. (2015), p. 317 (Khalid).c) Social and cultural contexts are where cognitive abilities are developed. According to Vygotsky, information is shared and develops as a result of social interaction.
This suggests that social connection is crucial for human life and that it is crucial for education as well (Chew & Wee, 2015). Students like having others (particularly their classmates) assess or verify their personal experiences. They are curious in other people's opinions on what they are doing or have done. According to social constructivism, people create their own learning styles via social interaction. Learning is viewed as a process where students actively develop their own representations of learning based on their prior knowledge and experience, according to Franks, Kramer, Rankin, and Wooten (2018). According to social constructionists, knowledge is built as opposed to being created (Andrews, 2012). Koohang (2009) asserts that when creating activities with a constructivist approach, teamwork, collaboration, real-world examples, enabling different viewpoints and representations of ideas, etc. will all be included. With this strategy, the instructor becomes a facilitator rather than a dictator. As they create their own knowledge, which is a crucial component of the blended learning strategy, it makes the students active learners. The use of technology and the internet in the learning process was not addressed by the constructivist learning theory, necessitating consideration of the connectivism learning theory.
Connectivism Learning Theory of Siemens and Downes (2005).
      The transfer and exchange of knowledge through the internet is how individuals learn in the digital era, according to the connectivism learning theory. In an era where technology is expanding at an exponential rate, Siemens (2005) and Downes (2010), who aimed to explain how the internet and all of its applications have made it simpler for people to exchange information and learn, are two proponents of this idea. The concept explores how digital technologies, particularly those made available by the internet such as blogs, wikis, discussion forums, social media networks, emails, etc., may enhance the sharing of information.  According to the thesis, learning begins when a student joins to an online learning community and exchanges information with other students there (Kop & Hill, 2008). Here, the term "learning community" refers to a grouping of individuals who have common interests and who encourage interaction, dialogue, and discussion. Connectivism, in the words of Duke, Harper, and Johnston (2013:6), is "social learning that is networked". more specifically, education that is backed up by a social network of people known as the learning group. According to Downes, who was referenced by Duke et al, connectivism maintains that information is disseminated through a network of links, hence learning necessitates the capacity to connect with others.     
    Learning groups are viewed as "nodes" in connectivism, which is a term for the connecting points on a network. The exchanging of information on a network is made possible by these connection points, which may be two or more. The amount of information communicated across the nodes will determine their strength (Downes, referenced by Kop & Hill, 2008). Siemens (2005) asserts that learning takes place in a murky, dynamic environment. This is especially true in the digital age. Siemens provided the following connectivism guiding concepts as a result (pp.
 The foundation of knowledge and learning is diversity of thought.
Learning is the process of linking specialized nodes or information sources.
Learning may exist in non-human robots. 
• More significant than prior knowledge is the capacity for further learning. 
• It's important to build and preserve connections in order to encourage continual learning. 
• The ability to recognize connections between ideas, theories, and subject areas is a crucial skill. 
• Currency (real, up-to-date knowledge) is the end aim of any connectivist learning activity. 
• Making decisions is a learning process. A dynamic reality is considered while deciding what to learn and interpreting the significance of new knowledge. Even while there is a correct response right now, it could be incorrect tomorrow owing to changes in the information environment that could influence the choice.       
According to the connectivism learning theory, a blended learning environment should enable students to connect with one another through discussion forums, chats, emails, and peer review tasks. Through peer review assignments and discussion forums, a blended learning method based on the connectivism theory will provide students the chance to learn by connecting with their peers online.
Empirical Studies
In the sections under "blended learning approach and students' academic performance" and "blended learning approach," a review of empirical studies was done.    
 Lopez-Perez, Perez-Lopez, and Rodriguez-Ariza (2013) analyzed and contrasted various higher education degrees available in Spain. Their research centered on how blended learning is employed in accounting. The goal of the study was to look at how first-year undergraduate students at the University of Granada who are enrolled in four distinct programs responded to blended learning. The study's design included a descriptive survey. 1431 students registered for the four programs—business administration, business studies, economics, and the combined business administration/law degree—during the 2009–2010 academic year. 985 valid replies to a questionnaire given to the students were obtained; these responses were included in the study. The study's findings demonstrate that blended learning enhanced student performance, decreased dropout rates, and benefited students in the four programs under consideration.     The reviewed study and the current study are comparable since they both concentrated on issues connected to blended learning, although they had different topic emphasis.  The current study, which examined how blended learning influenced students' academic performance in social studies, concentrated on how students saw its application to the teaching of accounting. Additionally, their areas of study are distinct. The latest study will be carried out in Nigeria's Enugu state, as opposed to the previously stated study, which was carried out in Spain.         Alseweed (2013) set out to investigate how traditional learning, blended learning, and virtual classrooms influenced the academic performance and attitudes of university students. The 34 male students in the English Language Program at Qassim University were divided into the three groups at random and given the choice of taking blended learning, conventional learning, or online classes. According to the accomplishment test scores, the outcomes show that blended learning is more successful than conventional teaching techniques. The findings also reveal important variations in how students perceive hybrid education.
          While the reviewed study and the present study have distinct levels of study and focal areas, they both have similar issues that they both focus on. Instead of using undergraduates from Quassim University for the earlier study, the secondary school students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State were the focus of the present study.         Demirer and Sahin (2013) examined how students' academic progress and learning transfer were impacted by face-to-face and blended learning. The experimental and control groups are randomly allocated to undergraduate pre-service instructors as volunteers. While the control group exclusively participates in in-person sessions, the experimental group participates in both online and in-person sessions. The students in the mixed group do better than those in the face-to-face group when it comes to applying their knowledge to their projects, even though there is no statistically significant difference between the groups in terms of academic accomplishment. The findings demonstrate that the mixed learning strategy enhances learning transfer.
While the reviewed study and the present study have distinct levels of study and focal areas, they both have similar issues that they both focus on. Instead of using undergraduates from Quassim University for the earlier study, the secondary school students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State were the focus of the present study. They also employ other strategies. The prior work utilized an experimental methodology, whereas the current study used a descriptive survey research strategy. 
Kazu and Demirkol (2014) examined the effect of the mixed learning environments model on secondary school students' academic performance. The 54 members in the review were divided into two gatherings: 18 men and 9 women made up the benchmark group while 19 men and 8 women made up the experiment bunch. The researcher used pre-tests and post-tests. The results show that toward the end of the pre-test there was no measurably huge difference between the two gatherings, yet the average last test scores showed that the experiment bunch had fared better than the benchmark group, with female students outperforming male students. Since the two studies have particular demographics yet cover comparative terrain in terms of content, the assessed study and the present review are related. The new review included 615 people, including 600 students and 15 teachers, as opposed to the earlier review's 54 members.
The purpose of Kiviniemi's (2014) study was to determine whether blended learning affected student outcomes when course content and it were held consistent to learn objectives. It was carried out at the American University of Bison in a graduate-level general health course. Utilizing a semi experimental, non-equivalent benchmark group design with 28 students (conventional technique) and 38 students (blended learning approach), the review was conducted on a general health course. The students were required to complete a non-cumulative evaluation at the finish of each educational unit in the course. Students were required to present a mysterious course evaluation toward the end of the course. The review was conducted utilizing these evaluations. The discoveries reveal that students who received guidance utilizing a mixed learning method fared considerably better on tests. Moreover, most of students said that they preferred the combined learning strategy. This research was done on a monetary bookkeeping course, as opposed to Kiviniemi's review, which was conducted on a general health course. Since the two studies have unmistakable demographics however cover comparable terrain in terms of content, the assessed study and the present review are related. The latest review included 615 members, including 600 students and 15 teachers, as opposed to the preceding review's 66 undergraduate members. They change in terms of level, concentration, and topic of concentrate too. While the earlier review utilized undergraduates, the current investigation used secondary school students. The reviewed study was carried out in the United States, whereas the current request was carried out in the Nigerian state of Enugu.
           Suleiman, Salaudeen, and Falode (2017) examined in Minna, Niger State, Nigeria, the effects of computer-based blended learning on secondary school Chemistry students' recall in both individualized and bunch learning circumstances. Since there were three research points and three invalid hypotheses developed to direct the investigation, a semi experimental strategy was used. From three co-educational schools in the research region, 120 students (71 female and 49 male) were selected utilizing a multi-stage selection methodology. The chosen students were randomly assigned to one of three gatherings: experimental gatherings I and II, which used computer-based blended learning in individualized settings; experimental gathering III, which used computer-based blended learning in a setting that is collaborative The benchmark group, which received guidance through lectures. An expert-created and - approved multiple-choice Chemistry exam was given a reliability grade of 0.74 using the test-retest methodology. As an information collection tool, the achievement exam was administered to students as a pre-test, post-test, and retention test.
Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) was used to examine the data collected through the administration of study equipment. The findings demonstrated that chemistry students' memory was enhanced more by computer-based blended learning strategies and collaborative learning environments than by lecture-based approaches and individualized learning settings.   
       Since both studies have distinct demographics but cover similar terrain in terms of content, the assessed study and the present study are related. The latest study had 615 participants, including 600 secondary school students and 15 teachers, as opposed to the prior study's 120 secondary school participants. Their research approaches and areas of study also differ. The new study used a descriptive survey methodology as opposed to the prior study's quasi-experimental approach. In contrast to the present study, which was conducted in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, the initial study was conducted in Minna, Niger State.           
In order to compare the effectiveness of blended learning and traditional training, Marchalot, Dureuil, Veber, Fellahi, Hanouz, et al. (2017) examined the performance of first-year medical residents in France between 2007 and 2014. Traditional teaching methods were used during the pre-intervention period (2007–2010), while the experimental group at Rouen University Hospital started utilizing integrated learning in 2011.  From 2007 to 2014, 338 localities were examined in total. Pre-test, post-test, and control group designs were used in the experiment. The findings showed that the experimental and control groups' pre-intervention outcomes did not significantly differ from one another. The groups' outcomes during the post-intervention period clearly differed significantly, with the group getting blended learning training seeing an increase in the mean score. 
        Since both studies have distinct demographics but cover similar terrain in terms of content, the assessed study and the present study are related. While 308 medical residents were utilized in the last study, there were 615 participants in the present trial, comprising 600 students and 15 teachers. They vary in terms of level, focus, and topic of study as well. While the prior study utilized undergraduates, the current investigation used high school pupils. While the reviewed research's study region was in France, the current inquiry was carried out in Nigeria's Enugu state. 
       Similar research was conducted by Shorey, Kowitlawakul, Devi, Chen, et al. (2017) at the National University of Singapore on the impact of blended learning on the communication skills of undergraduate nursing students. The study examined the effects of blended learning on students' self-efficacy, satisfaction with their learning, and attitudes regarding enrolling in a communication course. The inquiry used a single group pre-test post-test quasi-experimental design. 124 nursing undergraduate students were interviewed in order to learn more about their views and self-efficacy. We used trustworthy instruments that have completed the proper evaluation.  The findings demonstrated that blended learning enhanced students' attitudes, levels of self-efficacy, and contentment.  Since both studies have distinct demographics but cover similar terrain in terms of content, the assessed study and the present study are related. The latest study had 615 participants, including 15 professors and 600 students, as opposed to the prior study's 124 nursing undergraduate participants. They vary in terms of level, focus, and topic of study as well. While the prior study utilized undergraduates, the current investigation used high school pupils. The reviewed study was carried out in Singapore, whereas the current study was carried out in the Nigerian state of Enugu. Additionally, they used different techniques. Although the current study used a survey research methodology,  the reviewed study used a single group pre-test post-test quasi-experimental design. 
Summary of Reviewed Literature 
        The conceptual examination of the literature in this study was focused on the definitions of terms used in the study, such as the idea of blended learning, academic performance, e-learning, and traditional or conventional learning method.  
The theoretical framework was built on the shoulders of three theories: connectivism, constructivism, and cognitive learning theory. 
According to cognitive theory, a teacher using a blended method should be able to set up instructional resources that encourage learning as students add to their knowledge by making use of prior information. Although the cognitive theory emphasized the organization of learning content, it solely addressed teacher-centered learning activities and left out student-centered learning activities.  The constructivist method transforms the instructor into a facilitator rather than a boss. As they create their own knowledge, which is a crucial component of the blended learning strategy, it makes the students active learners. The constructivist learning theory does not address how technology and the internet are employed in the learning process, hence the connectivism learning theory should be considered. According to the connectivism hypothesis, a teacher should be able to provide a collaborative learning environment where students may interact via chat rooms, emails, and peer review tasks. Students will have the opportunity to study by interacting with their peers online through peer review assignments and discussion forums thanks to a blended learning method based on the connectivism notion. 
The analysis of the empirical investigations reveals that the concepts and viewpoints expressed by many authors on this issue were consistent. The majority of them came to the conclusion from their research that the blended learning method of instruction had a positive effect on the academic performance of the students under examination. The studies we examined also backed up the notion that a blended learning strategy mixes conventional classroom instruction with cutting-edge e-learning methods. In the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, this makes clear the need of utilizing both strategies concurrently to enhance student academic achievement, particularly in social studies. 
There is a gap in the literature from earlier studies because, despite the fact that most researchers discussed the connection between academic performance or achievement and blended learning methodology, no one specifically examined how blended learning affected the academic performance of social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, Nigeria.
 CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
The methodology of the study is presented in this chapter and will be covered under the following sections: research design, study area, population of the study, sample and sampling methods, instrument for data collection, instrument validation, instrument reliability, method of data collection, and method of data analysis.
Research Design
In order to conduct this study's examination, a descriptive survey approach was employed.  According to (Iketaku 2011), it is a type of investigation in which a group of people or things is examined by acquiring and analyzing data from just a few people or items that are assumed to be typical of the entire group. Using this technique, different perspectives on a subject of public interest are elicited from respondents. A survey design is a technique for gathering data in which instruments are employed to learn more about a social problem. This is the research's general strategy, scheme, or program. It is a design that enables us to specify a number of decisions that need to be made before the data are gathered regarding the acquisition of data. These
Area of the Study 
Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area in Enugu State served as the study's focus. Nigeria's South Eastern Geopolitical Zone includes Enugu State. The Nigerian state of Enugu has Enugu as its capital city. 820,000 people called the city home, according to the Nigerian census of 2022. Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area was the subject of the study. Nigeria's Enugu State includes the local government area known as Igbo Etiti. Ogbede is where it's headquartered. At the time of the 2006 Census, it had a population of 209,248 and a 325 km2 area. In the Igbo Etiti LGA, farming is the main source of revenue, with significant levels of yam, cassava, kolanut, and cocoyam cultivation. The LGA has a number of markets where a variety of goods are sold.
However, the area of study was selected due to the relevance of that locality to the study.
Population of the Study 
Nine hundred (900) students and forty-five (45) teachers constituted the entire population of the study.  45 social studies teachers and 40 social studies students from the 15 junior government secondary schools within the local government made up the study's population which is 945. The 15 institutions included Community Secondary School Ohebedim, Community Secondary School Ozalla, Girl Secondary School Ukehe, Special Science School Ukehe, and Premier Secondary School Ukehe. Comprehensive Secondary School Diogbe, Girls Secondary School Aku, Community Secondary School Ozalla, Community High School Ekwegbe, Community High School Ukopi Ekwegbe, Community Secondary School Ohodo, Community Secondary School Aku, Community Secondary School Umunko, Community Secondary School Umuna, and Igbo-Etiti Secondary School Ikolo.
Sample and Sampling Technique 
The sample size of the study was chosen using a simple random sampling procedure. 615 people made up the sample size of the study. There were 600 students and 15 teachers among the 615 respondents. Thus, 40 social studies students were randomly chosen from each of the 15 junior secondary schools, totaling 600 students. Additionally, one (1) social studies instructor was chosen at random from each of the 15 schools. Making  it a total of six hundred and fifteen (615) respondents in all. They  were chosen at random using a straightforward fortunate dip. 
Instrument for Data Collection 
The structured survey titled "Influence of blended learning on academic performance of social studies students in Junior Secondary Schools in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area" was used as the instrument for gathering data in this study. The questionnaire was separated into two parts: part A, which included options for the respondents' personal information, and part B, which has sections A through C. Each part addressed a different research subject. The selections were compiled using a Likert type scale with four (4) point options.  Strongly Agreed (SA), Agree (A), Strongly Disagree (SD), and Disagree (D) were the other answer options.
Validation of the Instrument 
The instrument was face-validated by three professionals: one from measurement and evaluation, two from social science education. All the professionals were from Godfrey Okoye University. The items' language, content, and organization were assessed, and where required, modifications and suggestions were provided.
Reliability of the Instrument 
      The 615 respondents underwent two rounds of testing using the instrument, which included 600 social studies students and 15 social studies instructors from the area's schools. This process verified the instrument's dependability. The test-retest reliability approach was used to evaluate the instruments' dependability. The researcher scored and calculated the two sets of replies. Cronbach Alpha was used to statistically assess the replies' data, and the results showed that the instrument had a reliability value of 0.75.
Method of Data Collection
The researcher used both primary and secondary methods of data collection which includes questionnaires, magazines, and online resources. However, the researcher used mainly questionnaires to getresponse for the research questions. 
Method of Data Analysis
The scaling statements in the questionnaire were established using simple Mean statistics. The following nominal values were assigned to various scaling elements.
Strongly Agreed, and Very high extent      =   4
Agreed, and High extent ​                         =   3
Disagreed, and Low extent                     ​ =  2
Strongly Disagreed, and Very low extent   =  1
A cut off point was determined by finding the mean of the nominal values assigned to the options in each questionnaire item using the formula.
X = ∑fx /N 
=  ​​=  ​ 
= 2.5
 
Decision Rule 
Responses that had a mean score of 2.5 or above were accepted, while those with a mean score of 2.5 or lower were discarded.

CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS
	The presenting of results is the topic of this chapter. Based on the research question that served as the study's main focus, the data collection for the study is reported and examined in this chapter.
 Research Question 1:  Which academic outcomes of social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area are influenced by the conventional teaching approach?
Table 1: Mean scores of the influence of the traditional teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area.
	S/N     Items
	4


	3


	2


	1


	N


	∑FX
	   X 	          Remark           
Mean    

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Maintenance of interpersonal relationships
	1000
250
	750
200
	160
80
	75
75
	615
	1985
	3.2
	Accepted

	2
	Encourage cooperation among learner.
	800
200
	450
150
	300
150
	115
115
	615
	1665
	2.7
	Accepted

	3
	Involvement of extra-curricular activities.

	1200
300
	750
250
	150
  75
	50
50
	615
	2150
	3.5
	Accepted

	4
	Provision of experimental learning. 

	1000
250
	600
200
	300
150
	15
15
	615
	1915
	3.1
	Accepted

	5
	Inclusion of moral and value education. 
	800
200
	450
150
	300
150
	115
115
	615
	1665
	2.7
	Accepted

	
	
	               Grand Mean = 3.0                                             Accepted

	
	


According to the calculated mean in Table 1, it was discovered that the means of Items 1, 2, 3, and 4 and Item 5 were all higher than the threshold of 2.5, which is in line with the inquiry, What is the impact of the traditional teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? 
Research Question 2: What effects does the e-learning approach to teaching social studies have on students' academic achievement in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?
Table 2: Average score indicating how the e-learning approach to teaching social studies has affected students' academic achievement in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area.  
	S/N
	Items
	4
	3
	2
	1
	N

	∑FX
	X Mean
	Remark

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Students learn at their own pace. 
	1200
300
	 750
 250
	150
75
	50
50
	615
	2150
	3.5
	Accepted

	7
	Learning can happen synchronically.
	400
100
	450
150
	400
200
	175
175
	615
	1425
	2.3
	Rejected 

	8
	It saves energy. 
	800
200
	450
150
	300
150
	115
115
	615
	1665
	2.7
	   Accepted 

	9
	It offers convenience and flexibility. 
	1000
250
	750
250
	160
80
	75
75
	615
	1985
	3.2
	Accepted

	10
	It reduces academic pressures. 
	400
100
	600
200
	400
200
	115
115
	615
	1515
	2.5
	Accepted

	                                                                      Grand Mean = 2.8                                  Accepted



According to the computed mean in table 2, it was discovered that the means of items 1, 3, 4, and 5 were above the threshold of 2.5, which is in line with the inquiry of what effects the e-learning teaching approach has on the academic achievement of social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area. Item 2 was below the cutoff and, as a result, did not answer the research question.
Research Question 3: In the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, what are the similarities and differences between the conventional and e-learning teaching methodologies?
Table 3: In the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, the mean score of the similarities between the conventional and e-learning teaching methodologies.
	S/N
	Items
	4
	3
	2
	1
	N

	∑FX
	X Mean
	Remark

	11
	They require skilled teachers. 
	1000
250
	750
250
	160
80
	75
75
	615
	1985
	3.2
	Accepted

	12
	They make use of evaluation techniques. 
	800
200
	900
300
	200
100
	15
15
	615
	1915
	3.1
	Accepted

	13
	They incorporate feedback. 
	  800
 200
	450
150
	300
150
	115
115
	615
	1665
	2.7
	Accepted

	14
	They make use of assignment.  
	800
200
	900
300
	200
100
	15
15
	615
	1915
	  3.1
	Accepted

	15
	They have course content. 
	1200
 300
	750
250
	150
   75
	50
 50
	615
	2150
	 3.5
	Accepted



	                                               Grand mean = 3.1                                                         Accepted


	                                          
What are the similarities between the traditional and e-learning teaching methodologies in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State? can be answered based on the computed mean in table 3. It was discovered that the means of items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 were above the cut-off point of 2.5.



Research Question 4: 
What are the obstacles to the effective use of the blended learning technique to social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?
Table 4:  Mean score of the elements that prevent Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area students from using blended learning technique effectively.
	S/N
	Items
	VHE
4
	HE
3
	LE
2
	VLE
1
	N

	∑FX
	X Mean
	Remark

	16
	Lack of technological skills among teachers.  
	1200
300
	750
250
	150
75
	50
50
	615
	2150
	3.5
	Accepted

	17
	Lack of digital gadgets for learning. 
	 600
150
	450
150
	560
280
	35
35
	615
	1645
	2.7
	Accepted

	18
	Over familiarity with traditional teaching method. 
	1000
250
	600
 200
	300
150
	15
15
	615
	1915
	3.1
	Rejected 

	19
	It involves physical and mental stress. 
	1000
250
	750
250
	160
80
	75
75
	615
	1985
	3.2
	Accepted

	20
	The rural learning environment. 
	1200
300
	750
250
	150
75
	50
50
	615
	2150
	3.5
	Accepted



	                             Grand mean = 3.2                                                                   Accepted



According to table 4's computed mean, it was discovered that the means of items 1, 2, 3, and 4 were higher than the cut-off point of 2.5, which is in line with the inquiry, What are the factors that prevent effective blending of the traditional and e-learning teaching and learning methods among social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?
Research Question 5:
What are the answers or treatments for the problems with the blended learning approach to teaching social studies in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?
  Table 5: Mean score of the identified cures or solutions to the difficulties in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area's blended teaching technique.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	N

	∑FX
	X Mean
	Remark

	21
	Government should organise regular workshop on e-learning  training for teachers. 
	1200
300
	750
250
	150
75
	50
50
	615
	2150
	3.5
	Accepted

	22
	Government should provide adequate fund for schools to purchase computer system for teachers and students.
	800
200
	900
300
	200
100
	15
15
	615
	1915
	3.1
	Accepted

	23
	Teachers should make e-learning interesting as well as traditional teaching method. 
	400
100
	600
200
	400
200
	115
115
	615
	1515
	2.5
	Accepted

	24
	Students should be motivated to see the need of incorporating both online and offline learning. 
	600
150
	450
150
	560
280
	35
35
	615
	1645
	2.7
	Accepted

	25
	Non governmental organisations should  assist the schools and  students by providing laptops for them.
	1000
250
	600
200
	300
150
	15
15
	615
	1915
	3.1
	Accepted


							Grand mean = 3.0						              Accepted


What are the remedies or solutions to the identified challenges in the use of blended teaching methodology for social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? was asked. According to the computed mean in table 5, it was discovered that the means of items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 were above the cut-off point of 2.5.

CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION, EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS, LIMITATIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND SUMMARY
      This chapter evaluated and examined the study findings based on the data supplied in chapter four. The chapter's general structure is as follows:
Discussion of Findings 
Cluster A
Which academic results of Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area social studies pupils are impacted by the traditional teaching approach? The responses gathered indicated that the traditional teaching methodology had the following impacts on the academic performance of social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area: maintaining interpersonal relationships, scheduling learning, involving extracurricular activities, providing experimental learning, and including moral and value education. These results support the conclusions of Alseweed (2013) and Marchalot, Dureuil, Veber, Fellahi, Hanouz, et al. (2017).
Cluster B
What implications does the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area's e-learning approach to social studies instruction have on students' academic achievement? The results show that the traditional teaching strategy has the following favorable effects on the academic achievement of social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area: students learn at their own pace, it saves money and energy, it provides convenience and flexibility, and it lessens academic pressure. Additionally, these results agree with those of Suleiman, Salaudeen, and Falode (2017).
Cluster C
What are the similarities and differences between the traditional and e-learning teaching approaches in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State? The results revealed a connection between conventional and e-learning teaching approaches in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State. This relationship included the need for qualified teachers, the use of evaluation techniques, the incorporation of feedback, the use of assignments, and the presence of course material. These results also agree with those of Shorey, Kowitlawakul, Devi, Chen, et al. (2017), Kazu and Demirkol (2014), and Demirer and Sahin (2013).
Cluster D
What challenges prevent the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area from effectively implementing the blended learning method to social studies instruction?  The replies revealed that the obstacles preventing students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area from successfully merging conventional and electronic learning methods of instruction and learning were: a lack of technical expertise among instructors, a shortage of electronic learning resources, an overabundance of familiarity with traditional teaching methods, which involve physical and mental stress, and the rural learning environment. The results of Alseweed(2013) and Suleiman, Salaudeen, and Falode (2017) are also in agreement with these findings.
Cluster E
What are the solutions to the problems with the blended learning approach to teaching social studies in the Igbo-EtitiLocal Government Area? The responses revealed that the remedies or solutions to the identified challenges in the use of blended teaching methodology for social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area were; Government should organise regular workshop on e-learning  training for teachers, Government should provide adequate fund for schools to purchase computer system for teachers and students, teachers should make e-learning interesting as well as traditional teaching method, students should be motivated to see the need of incorporating both online and offline learning and non governmental organisations should  assist the schools and  students by providing laptops for them.  These results also agree with those of Suleiman, Salaudeen, and Falode (2017).



CONCLUSION
This research looked into how junior high and high school students studying social studies in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State performed academically. Five research questions were developed during the research process to direct the investigation; each question was broken into five questionnaire items, so as to ease the understanding of the questions to the respondents. The respondents unanimously agreed with most of the statements. In line with the findings, the study concluded that:
1.The influence of the traditional teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-EtitiLocal Government Area includes promotion and maintenance of interpersonal relationships, learning is scheduled here, there is involvement of extra-curricular activities, provision of experimental learning, and inclusion of moral and value education. 
2. The influence of the e-learning teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-EtitiLocal Government Area includes; students learning at their own pace, it reduces cost, it saves energy, it offers convenience and flexibility and it reduces academic pressure. .
3. There is significant relationship between the traditional and e-learning teaching methodology in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State. They are the both requires skilled teachers, they make use of evaluation techniques, they incorporate feedback, they make use of assignment and they have course content. 
4. The findings revealed that factors that hinders effective use of blended teaching methodology for studies in social socialstudies in Igbo-Etiti Local were lack of technological skills among teachers, lack of digital gadgets for learning, over familiarity with traditional teaching method, they involve physical and mental stress and the rural learning environment.
5. The remedies to the identified challenges in the use of blended teaching methodology for social studies in Igbo-EtitiLocal Government Area were Government should organiseregular workshop on e-learning  training for teachers, Government should provide adequate fund for schools to purchase computer system for teachers and students, teachers should make e-learning interesting as well as traditional teaching method, students should be motivated to see the need of incorporating both online and offline learning and non governmental organisations should  assist the schools and  students by providing laptops for them.
Educational Implications 
Based on the findings of this study, which looked at how junior high school students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State performed academically in social studies, a solution to the problems and challenges associated with integrating traditional classroom instruction and e-learning methodology emerged.​​ The results of the first research question demonstrated that social studies students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area performed better academically as a result of the conventional teaching methodology. These had the conclusion that social studies instruction in secondary schools within the local government region was best served by the traditional teaching approach.
​​ The results of the second research question demonstrated that the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area's social studies students' academic performance was significantly impacted by the teaching strategy of e-learning. These suggested that the students preferred this approach since it was more practical for them, and they embraced the novelty in their teaching style.
​​In the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State, the study question three found that there were notable similarities between the conventional and e-learning teaching methodologies. These had the connotation that the two methodologies may operate concurrently to ultimately accomplish the subject's purpose.
  ​A number of obstacles prevent students in the Igbo-Etiti Local Area from effectively using the blended learning technique, according to study question number four. These implied that the students lacked the technology tools necessary to begin online learning, including their teaching, confining them to the employment of conventional methods of instruction the majority of the time.
​​In response to study question five, several solutions to the problems with the blended teaching style for social studies in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area were discovered. These suggested that everyone in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area has a role to play in implementing blended learning as a method of instructing social studies in junior high schools.  The students, teachers, innovators, parents, schools, educational administrators, curriculum developers, and ministries of education were only a few of the stakeholders engaged in putting this into effect. The government has a bigger role to play in this process, but junior secondary schools in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State are implementing the blended learning approach.
Recommendations
The following suggestions were made based on the findings and discussions of this study.
1. The government has to schedule frequent workshops for teachers on e-learning. This will help teachers to know how to handle computers and acquire  other technological skills needed for e-learning teaching methodology in the classroom. 
2. Government should provide adequate fund for schools to purchase computer system for teachers and students. Due to lack of computer system and projectors, students and teachers do not enjoy e-learning. If the government can help out the students will enjoy e-learning. 
3. Teachers should make e-learning interesting as well as traditional teaching method. Teachers should be innovative in the classroom. They should make their classes informative, entertaining and interesting using blended learning approach. 
4. Students should be motivated to see the need of incorporating both online and offline learning. All students should be made to understand the need to upgrade their knowledge and incorporate e-learning approach to their studies.
5. Non governmental organisations should  assist the schools and  students by providing laptops for them.
Limitations to the Study 
During the process of this research, the researcher encountered the following challenges:
1. Due to cases of insecurity, some students refused to respond to the questionnaires due to fear of the unknown. 
2. The researcher also faced health issues which were militating against her physical and psychological stability. 
      3.  ​ Lack of power supply, the researcher gadgets were not always charged due to lack of    power supply 
Suggestions for Further Studies
Based on the results of this study, the researcher recommends further research in the following areas:
1. The effects of blended learning as a cutting-edge method of instruction. 
2. The opinions of students towards the blended learning approach to education. 
3. How a blended learning strategy affects senior high school students' academic performance.
Summary of the Study 
In conclusion, blended learning improved the academic performance of social studies students in junior high schools in the Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State because it added innovation to the teaching style. According to the study, blended learning has a beneficial effect on students' academic success. This implies that the combination of the two methods were significant to the academic advancement of the child. However, the teachers and students lacks the technological skills and gadgets needed for this methodology to survive within junior secondary schools of Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu state. Therefore the government has to help the schools, teachers and students within that locality by providing technological empowerment for them thereby motivating the teachers to use that innovative method for teaching and learning purposes within their territory.
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INFLUENCE OF BLENDED LEARNING ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF SOCIAL STUDIES STUDENTS IN JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF IGBO-ETITI LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF ENUGU STATE. 
QUESTIONNAIRE
SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Respond by ticking (✓) on the column that corresponds with your opinion.
1: Name of school (optional) ...............
2: Participant: Teacher ( ).   Student (. )
3:  Gender: Male ( ). Female ( )
4: Location of school: Urban area ( )  Semi-Urban  ( ) Rural area ( )
SECTION B: INSTRUCTION:
Please carefully read the instructions in each section of this questionnaire before responding to the statements or questions that follow. In each section, you are required to indicate how you agree or disagree with the statements and questions below where 
Strongly agree                          	(SA)
Agree 	            	 (A)
Disagree 	            	 (D)
Strongly Disagree 	          	 (SD)

Using the key below, indicate your feelings by ticking (√) at the appropriate column.
Cluster A
What are the influence of the traditional teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? 

	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Maintenance of  interpersonal relationships.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Learning is scheduled. 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Involvement of extra-curricular activities.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Provision of experimental learning. 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Inclusion of moral and value education. 
	
	
	
	



Cluster B
What are the influence of the e-learning teaching method on the academic performance of social studies students in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? 
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Students learn at their own pace.
	
	
	
	

	2
	It reduces cost.
	
	
	
	

	3
	It saves energy. 
	
	
	
	

	4
	It offers convenience and flexibility. 
	
	
	
	

	5
	It reduces academic pressure.
	
	
	
	



Cluster C
What is the similarities between the traditional and e-learning teaching methodology in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State?
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	They requires skilled teachers. 
	
	
	
	

	2
	They make use of evaluation techniques. 
	
	
	
	

	3
	They incorporate feedback. 
	
	
	
	

	4
	They make use of assignment. 
	
	
	
	

	5
	They have course content. 
	
	
	
	



Cluster  D
What are the factors that hinder effective use of blended teaching methodology for students in social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area?
		S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Lack of technological skills among teachers.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Lack of digital gadgets for learning. 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Over familiarity with  traditional teaching method.
	
	
	
	

	4
	It involves physical and mental stress.
	
	
	
	

	5
	The rural learning environment. 
	
	
	
	



Cluster E 

What are the remedies to the identified challenges in the use of blended teaching methodology for social studies in Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area? 
	S/N
	Items
	SA

	A

	D

	SD


	1
	Government should organise regular workshop on e-learning  training for teachers. 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Government should provide adequate fund for schools to purchase computer system for teachers and students. 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Teachers should make e-learning interesting as well as traditional teaching method. 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Students should be motivated to see the need of incorporating both online and offline learning. 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Non governmental organisations should  assist the schools and  students by providing laptops for them. 
	
	
	
	







Department of Social Sciences Education, 
Godfrey Okoye University, 
Thinkers Corner, 
Enugu. 

Dear Respondents, 
	I am a final year student of the above mentioned institution, carrying out a research project on the topic: The influence of blended learning on the academic performance of social studies students in junior secondary schools of Igbo-Etiti Local Government Area of Enugu State. This project is for academic purpose. Please I would want you to respond objectively to the questions. I assure you that information obtained would be treated confidentially, I pray you will be able to co-operate with me.
Thanks for anticipated co-operation. 

Yours Faithfully, 

UGWU, NKEIRUKA RITA 
GOU/U21 /SSE /032 




VALIDATORS COMMENT
The research instrument used by the researcher was validated by me. I attended to the items statement judiciously and made necessary corrections especially in the following areas:
1. Restructuring of the research topic and the research questions.
2. Formulation of appropriate options for the answer.
3. Addition of other questionnaire items in order to make it up to 10 items in each research question.
4. Crosschecking of the content of the research items with the research questions.
5. Corrections of grammatical errors.
The corrections have been made by the researcher and I hereby endorse the instrument as valid and reliable instrument for this study.
Name of validator: Dr. Omachi Daniel
Date: 25th April, 2023.
Institution: Godfrey Okoye University Enugu, Nigeria.
Department: Science and Computer Education.
Faculty: Education. 
Rank of the validator: Senior Lecturer. 
i

image2.png
s

\
Online
Class /I

/

ll-

i Tradmonal\
Class

l_(





image3.png




image1.png
(

o2

APPROVAL PAGE

This project has been approved for the Department of Social Sciences Education, Faculty of

Education, Godfrey Okoye University Enugu, Enugu State Nigeria.

Mrs. Ugwu Patience
Project Supervisor

Sign
Dr. Innocent Ishiwu
Head of department

Sif
Prof. Uche AdWag

Dean, Faculty of Education

Prof. 070. Nwaubani

External Examiner

By

M

Date

Date
(3] o
Date
4770 /022
Date




