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[bookmark: _GoBack]ABSTRACT
This study examines co’r’ruption as a social pathology in F’rank Ogodo Ogbeche’s Ha’rvest of Co’r’ruption th’rough the lens of Ma’rxist lite’ra’ry theo’ry. The ‘resea’rch investigates how co’r’ruption functions as a systemic social p’roblem that unde’rmines political institutions, economic development, justice, and mo’ral values within society. The study is ancho’red on classical Ma’rxism and weste’rn Ma’rxism, which p’rovide a f’ramewo’rk fo’r analyzing the ‘relationship between class st’ruggle, economic exploitation, ideological cont’rol, and the pe’rpetuation of co’r’ruption. Using a qualitative ‘resea’rch design and textual analysis, the study explo’res the po’rt’rayal of co’r’ruption, abuse of powe’r, class inequality, exploitation, g’reed, and social injustice in the play. Findings ‘reveal that co’r’ruption in Ha’rvest of Co’r’ruption is not p’resented me’rely as an individual mo’ral failing but as an institutionalized p’ractice sustained by the ‘ruling elite fo’r pe’rsonal en’richment and the maintenance of powe’r. The study fu’rthe’r establishes that co’r’ruption cont’ributes to pove’rty, unemployment, social inequality, mo’ral decadence, and the ma’rginalization of vulne’rable g’roups, pa’rticula’rly women and unemployed youths. Th’rough cha’racte’rs such as Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka, Aloho, Ochuole, and othe’r public officials, Ogbeche exposes the dest’ructive consequences of co’r’rupt p’ractices on both individuals and society. The study also demonst’rates how the playw’right employs sati’re, i’rony, cha’racte’rization, and d’ramatic conflict to c’riticize social and political co’r’ruption while advocating accountability, justice, and ethical leade’rship. The ‘resea’rch concludes that co’r’ruption ope’rates as a social disease that weakens institutions, pe’rpetuates class opp’ression, and hinde’rs national development. It ‘recommends the st’rengthening of anti-co’r’ruption institutions, the p’romotion of t’ranspa’rency and accountability in gove’rnance, and the encou’ragement of mo’ral and civic education as essential measu’res fo’r combating co’r’ruption. Ultimately, the study affi’rms that lite’ratu’re se’rves as an effective medium fo’r exposing societal p’roblems and inspi’ring social t’ransfo’rmation.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
 1.1 Background to the Study
Co’r’ruption is a global cance’r, and its manifestations in developing societies often lead to the collapse of public institutions. Co’r’ruption also is the abuse of ent’rusted powe’r, typically by officials o’r those in autho’rity fo’r p’rivate gain. It involves dishonesty o’r illegal behavio’r like b’ribe’ry, embezzlement, nepotism and exto’rtion. It also unde’rmines integ’rity, damages public t’rust and can be systemic within gove’rnment o’r o’rganizations.
Acco’rding to Rose-Acke’rman and Palifka, co’r’ruption is not me’rely the embezzlement of funds, it is a mo’ral and systemic decay that unde’rmines justice, the economy, and secu’rity by p’rio’ritizing p’rivate gain ove’r public inte’rests (6). That is to say that it is not just moving money but it cente’rs on the quality of you as an individual being honest and having the spi’rit of contentment. In many post-colonial Af’rican states just like Nige’ria, this phenomenon has t’ransitioned f’rom a me’re systemic flaw into a cultu’ral no’rm, whe’re the ha’rvest of illicit gain is celeb’rated while the seeds of integ’rity a’re left to ‘rot, because they feel they a’re above the law.
  	Gene’rally this backg’round focuses on the endemic socio-political decay in contempo’ra’ry Af’rican states, pa’rticula’rly Nige’ria, whe’re a se’rious case of co’r’ruption has comp’romised institutions. Using a Ma’rxist f’ramewo’rk, this ‘resea’rch analyzes how the ‘ruling elite, (the bou’rgeoisie) uses its powe’r to accumulate public wealth, leading to the economic exploitation and impove’rishment of the masses (the p’roleta’riat). This study posits that co’r’ruption is a multi-dimensional monste’r that feeds on the vulne’rability of the masses while bloating the pockets of the selected elite. Histo’rically, lite’ratu’re has always se’rved as a social the’rmomete’r, that is to say that it’s measu’ring the heat of societal ills and p’roviding a diagnostic view of the human condition. In the Af’rican lite’ra’ry t’radition, w’rite’rs have moved f’rom the ea’rly e’ra of cultu’ral affi’rmation to a pe’riod of disillusionment. This pe’riod is usually called the lite’ratu’re of post-independence fatigue, captu’ring the hea’rtb’reak of a citizen whose libe’rato’rs became thei’r opp’resso’rs. As Ngugi wa Thiong’o a’rgues saying that  "Af’rican lite’ratu’re se’rves as a mi’r’ro’r of the natu’re of the society f’rom which it is d’rawn” (24).Still in his wo’rk he the’refo’re, acts as a sensitive needle ‘reco’rding the t’remo’rs of social injustice. In Harvest of Corruption, F’rank Ogbeche picks up this mantle, using the fictional state of Nige’ria to c’riticize the ‘realities of mode’rn gove’rnance (10).  As Milton  Alb’recht posits saying , lite’ratu’re is not just an imitation of life but a ‘reflection of the social values and st’ructu’ral conflicts of its time (425).

When a society is plagued by P’rebendalism which Richa’rd Joseph desc’ribes in  his book  as the use of the state offices fo’r pe’rsonal benefit of office holde’rs (65). The lite’ratu’re of that pe’riod becomes a weapon of ‘resistance.
Ogbeche’s wo’rk is not a vacuum, instead it is a meticulously const’ructed envi’ronment that mi’r’ro’rs the Nige’rian landscape, whe’re the police fo’rce, the judicia’ry, and the legislative a’rms a’re often entangled in a web of b’ribe’ry and nepotism. Fu’rthe’rmo’re, the impact of co’r’ruption explo’red in this text goes beyond financial loss, it extends to the psychological and mo’ral t’rauma inflicted on the citizens using them to play the game of chess. The Harvest mentioned in the title is deeply i’ronic, While the pe’rpet’rato’rs expect a ha’rvest of wealth and p’restige, the ultimate ha’rvest is one of chaos, imp’risonment, and social ost’racization, because acco’rding to ‘resea’rch harvest ‘refe’rs to a season of gathe’ring what you have wo’rked fo’r ‘rega’rdless positive o’r negative. Also  In  the backg’round of this study, one must also conside’r the Ma’rxist pe’rspective on class st’ruggle, as co’r’ruption often se’rves as a tool fo’r the bou’rgeoisie to maintain thei’r st’ranglehold on the p’roleta’riat. Also acco’rding to ‘resea’rch the cha’racte’rs in positions of powe’r use thei’r influence that was even given to them by the citizens to bypass the law, c’reating a two-tie’r system of justice. Ultimately, this study is motivated by the need to unde’rstand the cultu’re of impunity. Why do leade’rs continue to sow the seeds of co’r’ruption despite the visible ha’rvest of pove’rty and instability that is eating up the count’ry? By examining the lite’ra’ry t’ropes of sati’re and i’rony in Harvest of Corruption, this study p’rovides a comp’rehensive backg’round on how lite’ratu’re can se’rve as a catalyst fo’r institutional ‘refo’rm and a dete’r’rent against the no’rmalization of vice in the public sphe’re.
      	Fu’rthe’rmo’re, co’r’ruption within the ma’rxist ideological f’ramewo’rk is not accidental but ‘rathe’r st’ructu’ral, embedded within the socio-economic ‘relations that gove’rn capitalist societies. Ka’rl Ma’rx, emphasizes that the economic base of a society dete’rmines its supe’rst’ructu’re, including political institutions and legal systems  (3). This implies that co’r’ruption is not me’rely an individual mo’ral p’roblem but a systemic outcome of a society whe’re wealth accumulation is p’rio’ritized ove’r collective welfa’re. In the Nige’rian context, this c’reates an envi’ronment whe’re public office becomes a means of pe’rsonal en’richment ‘rathe’r than a platfo’rm fo’r se’rvice
In Harvest of Corruption, it d’ramatizes this st’ructu’ral imbalance th’rough the cha’racte’r of Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka, who ‘rep’resents the bou’rgeois elite. His actions ‘reflect the Ma’rxist idea that the ‘ruling ideas of each age have eve’r been the ideas of its ‘ruling class Ka’rl Ma’rx and F’rede’rick Engels (64). This shows that co’r’ruption is sustained not just by individuals but by an enti’re system that p’rotects and ‘rep’roduces inequality. The netwo’rk of officials who enable his c’rimes fu’rthe’r highlights how deeply ‘rooted co’r’ruption is within the st’ructu’re of gove’rnance.
Mo’reove’r, co’r’ruption e’rodes not only economic stability but also the mo’ral fab’ric of society. When dishonest p’ractices become no’rmalized, citizens begin to see co’r’ruption as a necessa’ry tool fo’r su’rvival. This aligns with Chinua Achebe’s a’rgument, whe’re he identifies leade’rship failu’re as the co’re p’roblem affecting the problem with Nigeria (1). As a ‘result, co’r’ruption t’rickles down f’rom the top to the g’rass’roots, c’reating a cycle that is difficult to b’reak.
  	Anothe’r dimension of co’r’ruption explo’red in this study is its psychological impact on individuals. Cha’racte’rs like Aloho illust’rate the inte’rnal st’ruggle between mo’ral integ’rity and su’rvival. He’r t’ragic expe’rience ‘reflects Frantz Fanon’s asse’rtion  that opp’ressive systems often p’roduce individuals who a’re psychologically conflicted and socially alienated (210). This shows that co’r’ruption does not only exploit people economically but also destabilizes thei’r sense of identity and self-wo’rth.
      	Additionally, the issue of gende’r is significant in unde’rstanding co’r’ruption. Women a’re often the most vulne’rable within co’r’rupt systems, eithe’r as victims o’r  inst’ruments of exploitation. Aloho’s cha’racte’r exposes how co’r’ruption inte’rsects with gende’r inequality, ‘reinfo’rcing both class opp’ression and pat’ria’rchal dominance. This b’roadens the ma’rxist analysis by showing that class st’ruggle is inte’rconnected with othe’r fo’rms of social injustice.
The ‘role of lite’ratu’re as a tool fo’r social change is also impo’rtant in this context. Te’r’ry Eagleton, a’rgues that lite’ratu’re is a fo’rm of ideological p’roduction that can challenge dominant systems of powe’r (5). In this sense, Harvest of Corruption se’rves as a c’ritical text that exposes societal cont’radictions and encou’rages ‘resistance against co’r’ruption. Th’rough sati’re and i’rony, Ogbeche not only ‘reflects ‘reality but also p’rovokes c’ritical thinking among ‘reade’rs.
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, co’r’ruption has se’rious implications fo’r national development. It dive’rts ‘resou’rces meant fo’r public se’rvices into p’rivate hands, the’reby hinde’ring economic g’rowth and inc’reasing inequality. Acco’rding to t’ranspa’rency in Corruption Perceptions Index report, count’ries with high levels of co’r’ruption often expe’rience weak institutions and slow development (2). This is evident in Nige’ria, whe’re despite abundant ‘resou’rces, many citizens continue to live in pove’rty.
        	Finally, the concept of harvest in Ogbeche’s play symbolizes the inevitable consequences of co’r’rupt p’ractices. F’rom a Ma’rxist pe’rspective, the exploitation ca’r’ried out by the bou’rgeoisie will eventually lead to social c’risis and accountability. The downfall of co’r’rupt cha’racte’rs in the play suggests that eve’ry action has consequences, ‘reinfo’rcing the idea that co’r’ruption ultimately leads to dest’ruction ‘rathe’r than lasting success.
This ‘resea’rch seeks to b’ridge the gap between lite’ra’ry fiction and social ‘reality, showing how Ogbeche’s wo’rk functions as a pedagogical tool fo’r mo’ral ‘re-a’rmament.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Despite nume’rous anti-co’r’ruption agencies, ‘religious se’rmons, and mo’ral campaigns, co’r’ruption ‘remains ent’renched in the fab’ric of the mode’rn Nigeria society. The p’roblem lies in the no’rmalization of vice, whe’re those meant to uphold the law a’re the p’rima’ry lawb’reake’rs. Achebe famously posited in his wo’rk, The Trouble with Nigeria that the t’rouble is simply and squa’rely the failu’re of good leade’rship (1). This failu’re is cha’racte’rized by lack of accountability and the systemic silencing of the whistleblowe’rs. In Harvest of Corruption, cha’racte’rs like Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka and Justice Odili ‘rep’resent the death of integ’rity in the civil se’rvice and judicia’ry Ogbeche (40). 
The co’re p’roblem this study investigates is the Institutionalization of g’reed, how the collusion between diffe’rent a’rms of autho’rity (Executive, judicial, and secu’rity) lead to the socio-economic st’rangulation of the masses, also the e’rosion of me’ritoc’racy, the get-’rich-quick synd’rome po’rt’rayed in the play Harvest of corruption discou’rage ha’rd wo’rk and p’romote administ’rative malp’ractice & illegal activities among the youths and finally, the failu’re of dete’r’rence, why do the existing legal f’ramewo’rks in the fictional and by extension, the ‘real wo’rld fail to p’revent the ‘rise of individuals who p’rio’ritize pe’rsonal en’richment ove’r communal su’rvival ?
1.3 Aim and Objectives of the Study
The p’rima’ry aim of this ‘resea’rch is to examine co’r’ruption as a social pathology in F’rank Ogodo Ogbeche’s Harvest of corruption specifically, the study aims to examine the multifaceted impact of systemic co’r’ruption on the socio-political and mo’ral st’ructu’res of society as po’rt’rayed in Harvest of Corruption. Rathe’r than viewing co’r’ruption as an isolated act of b’ribe’ry, this study t’reats it as a pe’rvasive social cance’r that comp’romises the integ’rity of public institutions and human ‘relationships. 
The Objectives a’re to:
(i) examine manifestations and effect of systemic co’r’ruption as d’ramatized in the play;
(ii) explo’re the advocacy fo’r mo’ral ‘refo’rm, justice, and societal change po’rt’rayed by the w’rite’r in the play; and
(iii) highlight the plight of the vulne’rable especially g’raduates and women in co’r’rupt societies as shown in the play.
1.4 Scope of the Study
This ‘resea’rch is delimited to a c’ritical examination of co’r’ruption and its fa’r ‘reaching impact on society as po’rt’rayed in Harvest of Corruption by Frank Ogbeche (4). The ‘resea’rch adopts a Ma’rxist theo’retical f’ramewo’rk to inte’r’rogate the dynamics of class st’ruggle, powe’r ‘relations, and economic exploitation embedded within the text. The scope of this study is ‘rest’ricted to the analysis of selected cha’racte’rs, themes, and events within the play that di’rectly ‘reflect co’r’rupt p’ractices and thei’r consequences on both individuals and societal institutions. Pa’rticula’r attention is given to key figu’res such as Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka, Justice Odili, Aloho, and Ogeyi, as ‘rep’resentative symbols of the bou’rgeoisie and p’roleta’riat classes, in line with Ma’rxist ideology. As Ma’rx Ka’rl and Engels asse’rt in The Communist Manifesto, the histo’ry of all hithe’rto existing society is the histo’ry of class st’ruggles (14), a pe’rspective that unde’rpins this analysis of powe’r imbalance and exploitation in the text.
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, this study focuses on the sociological implications of co’r’ruption as depicted in the fictional Nige’rian setting of the play, d’rawing pa’rallels with ‘real-life expe’riences in post-colonial Af’rican societies. Howeve’r, it does not extend to an empi’rical investigation of co’r’ruption in actual gove’rnmental institutions, but ‘rathe’r ‘remains within the bounda’ries of lite’ra’ry c’riticism and textual analysis. Also, the ‘resea’rch is confined to the use of ma’rxist c’riticism as its p’rima’ry theo’retical lens, while also making limited ‘refe’rence to ma’rxist theo’ry to establish lite’ratu’re as a mi’r’ro’r of society Alb’recht, The Relationship of Literature and Society (430). The study also limits itself to the thematic explo’ration of co’r’ruption, justice, mo’rality, and ‘ret’ribution, without delving into un’related aspects of the play such as linguistic stylistics o’r pe’rfo’rmance analysis. By maintaining this focus, the ‘resea’rch ensu’res a detailed and cohe’rent examination of how co’r’ruption functions as both a thematic conce’rn and a socio-political ‘reality within the text.
1.5 Significance of the Study
This study is significant because it adds to the existing body of knowledge ‘rega’rding sociological c’riticism in lite’ratu’re. It se’rves as a policy guide fo’r students of public administ’ration and political science to ‘recognize how institutionalized co’r’ruption, acco’rding to Heidenheime’r and Johnston,    pe’rmeates the system and ‘rende’rs policies (11). It also a ‘resou’rce fo’r ‘resea’rche’rs inte’rested in how Af’rican d’rama add’resses political instability and social ‘realism. A mo’ral compass fo’r the gene’ral public, to ‘reinfo’rce the c’rime does not pay them by analyzing the downfall of the play’s antagonists. It also p’rovides lite’ra’ry cont’ribution f’resh pe’rspective on F’rank Ogbeche’s wo’rk, moving beyond simple plot summa’ry to a deep thematic inte’r’rogation of the ha’rvest metapho’r.




















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapte’r ‘reviews the existing body of schola’rship ‘relevant to the conce’rns of this study. It is st’ructu’red in two b’road sections: the conceptual f’ramewo’rk and the empi’rical ‘review. The conceptual f’ramewo’rk engages with the key concepts that info’rm this study, namely systemic co’r’ruption, class st’ratification, and the exploitation of the p’roleta’riat, d’rawing on a ‘range of schola’rly pe’rspectives to establish a ‘rigo’rous analytical vocabula’ry ‘rooted in Ma’rxist theo’ry. The empi’rical ‘review examines c’ritical wo’rks on Af’rican d’rama that add’ress themes ‘related to institutional decay, as well as specific studies on F’rank Ogbeche’s Harvest of corruption.
The pu’rpose of this ‘review is not me’rely to catalogue existing schola’rship, but to identify the intellectual conve’rsations into which this study inte’rvenes. By mapping the te’r’rain of p’rio’r c’riticism, this chapte’r cla’rifies the ‘resea’rch gap that the p’resent study add’resses, the lack of a sustained analysis that ‘reads the play th’rough the lens of the mate’rialist conditions and the dialectical st’ruggle between the ‘ruling elite and the labo’ring class. In doing so, this chapte’r establishes the intellectual justification fo’r the theo’retical and methodological choices made in subsequent chapte’rs, specifically focusing on how the fictional cha’racte’rs ‘reflect the ‘real wo’rld economic st’ructu’res of post-colonial society.
2.1 Conceptual Review
This section cla’rifies the co’re concepts that unde’rpin the ‘resea’rch, p’roviding a theo’retical lens th’rough which the social decay in the p’rima’ry text is analyzed. Fu’rthe’rmo’re, conceptual cla’rification is essential in g’rounding this study within a cohe’rent analytical f’ramewo’rk. By defining key te’rms such as co’r’ruption, social class, and justice, this ‘resea’rch establishes a st’ructu’red app’roach to examining how systemic dysfunction ope’rates within the text. These concepts a’re not t’reated as isolated ideas but as inte’rconnected elements that collectively ‘reveal the dynamics of powe’r, exploitation, and ‘resistance.


     	Fu’rthe’rmo’re, conceptual f’ramewo’rks g’rounded in Ma’rxist theo’ry emphasize the insepa’rability of economic ‘relations f’rom social ‘realities. Karl Marx a’rgues in a Cont’ribution to the C’ritique of Political Economy that the mode of p’roduction of mate’rial life conditions the gene’ral p’rocess of social, political and intellectual life (263).
 This foundational claim ‘reinfo’rces the need to examine co’r’ruption not as an isolated phenomenon but as an outcome of mate’rial conditions shaped by capitalist st’ructu’res. Within Harvest of Corruption, the socio-economic envi’ronment depicted is one whe’re wealth accumulation ove’r’rides ethical conside’rations, the’reby illust’rating the dominance of economic dete’rminism in shaping human behavio’r. This fu’rthe’r justifies the adoption of a Ma’rxist conceptual f’ramewo’rk in analyzing the text.
2.1.1 Corruption
While t’raditional schola’rs often viewed co’r’ruption as an isolated mo’ral failing, this ‘resea’rch aligns with Okonkwo Je’romi, who defines co’r’ruption as the pe’rve’rsion of integ’rity o’r state of affai’rs th’rough b’ribe’ry, favo’r, o’r mo’ral dep’ravity (112). Howeve’r, within the ma’rxist f’ramewo’rk of this ‘resea’rch, co’r’ruption is conceptualized as a supe’r st’ructu’ral manifestation of a flawed economic base. In Harvest of corruption, co’r’ruption is not me’rely a legal c’rime but a systemic tool used by the ‘ruling elite ‘rep’resented in the text, cha’racte’rs like Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka to maintain thei’r economic hegemony. As F’rank Ogbeche illust’rates, co’r’ruption functions as a systemic cance’r that facilitates the p’rimitive accumulation of wealth at the expense of the labo’ring class (14). It is the ha’rvest ‘reaped f’rom a seed of g’reed planted by those who cont’rol the means of p’roduction, leading to the eventual at’rophy of the social fab’ric. 
Beyond this, co’r’ruption ope’rates as a mechanism fo’r the ‘rep’roduction of inequality within society. It ensu’res that access to oppo’rtunities and ‘resou’rces ‘remains concent’rated within the elite class, the’reby limiting social mobility fo’r the lowe’r class. In this sense, co’r’ruption is both an economic and social p’ractice embedded in institutional st’ructu’res. Mo’reove’r, the cyclical natu’re of co’r’ruption means that once it becomes ent’renched, it pe’rpetuates itself ac’ross gene’rations. Citizens who lose faith in fo’rmal systems may ‘reso’rt to co’r’rupt p’ractices as a means of su’rvival, the’reby ‘reinfo’rcing the ve’ry system that opp’resses them. This aligns with the Ma’rxist asse’rtion that exploitative systems tend to ‘rep’roduce themselves unless fundamentally t’ransfo’rmed.
In addition, co’r’ruption can be inte’rp’reted as an ideological tool that no’rmalizes exploitation within capitalist societies. Louis Althusser posits that institutions such as the legal system and political st’ructu’res function as Ideological State Appa’ratuses that pe’rpetuate the dominance of the ‘ruling class (127). In the context of Harvest of Corruption, these institutions fail to act as neut’ral a’rbite’rs of justice, instead, they a’re manipulated to p’rotect elite inte’rests. This ‘reflects the Ma’rxist notion that co’r’ruption is not accidental but st’ructu’rally embedded within systems designed to favo’r the bou’rgeoisie. The’refo’re, co’r’ruption becomes both a symptom and a sustaining mechanism of class domination.
2.1.2 Social Class and Stratification
Social class ‘refe’rs to the hie’ra’rchical st’ratification of society based on wealth, influence, and ‘relationship to the means of p’roduction. While Webe’r a’rgues that social class dete’rmines an individual’s life chances th’rough status and powe’r (124), this ‘resea’rch also emphasizes the Ma’rxist inte’rp’retation of class conflict. In the wo’rld of the d’rama, social class is the p’rima’ry ba’r’rie’r between accountability and impunity. The st’ratification is clea’r between the opp’resso’r class, consisting of the political and business elite who utilize thei’r position to bypass the law, and the opp’ressed class, made up of the wo’rke’rs and honest citizens like Aloho who suffe’r the physical and psychological consequences of the elite’s mo’ral bank’ruptcy. 
Class, the’refo’re, is not just a social catego’ry but a tool of exploitation. It is the mechanism that allows the big men to ha’rvest the f’ruits of the society while the masses a’re left with the husks of pove’rty and injustice. In addition, social st’ratification within the play ‘reflects institutional inequality, whe’re access to justice, education, and economic oppo’rtunities is unevenly dist’ributed. The ‘ruling class maintains its dominance not only th’rough economic powe’r but also th’rough cont’rol of key institutions that shape societal outcomes. The expe’riences of the opp’ressed cha’racte’rs fu’rthe’r illust’rate the concept of false consciousness, whe’re individuals may initially accept thei’r disadvantaged position as natu’ral. Howeve’r, the p’rog’ression of events in the play exposes the st’ructu’ral natu’re of thei’r opp’ression, the’reby challenging this false pe’rception and ‘revealing the deep ‘rooted inequalities within the system.
Mo’reove’r, the dynamics of class st’ruggle in the play align with Ma’rx’s theo’ry of histo’rical mate’rialism, which posits that histo’ry p’rog’resses th’rough the conflict between opposing classes. The inte’ractions between cha’racte’rs such as Chief Ade-Amaka and Aloho exemplify this antagonism, whe’re the ‘ruling elite exploit thei’r socio-political powe’r to supp’ress the ma’rginalized. Friedrich Engels fu’rthe’r a’rgues in The Condition of the Wo’rking Class in England that the suffe’ring of the p’roleta’riat is not incidental but st’ructu’rally necessa’ry fo’r the su’rvival of capitalism (45). This pe’rspective ‘reinfo’rces the idea that the opp’ression depicted in the play is not me’rely fictional but ‘reflective of ‘real-wo’rld socio-economic ‘relations.


2.1.3 Social Justice and Accountability
Cent’ral to this f’ramewo’rk is the concept of social justice, which in a Ma’rxist sense, involves the dismantling of exploitative st’ructu’res. In Ha’rvest of Co’r’ruption, accountability is po’rt’rayed as the ultimate ha’rvest. It ‘rep’resents the moment when the dialectical tensions between the co’r’rupt elite and the laws of the land ‘reach a b’reaking point. Justice is conceptualized he’re as the co’r’rective fo’rce necessa’ry to ‘resto’re equilib’rium to a society destabilized by class-based g’reed. Additionally, social justice in this study extends beyond legal ‘red’ress to include st’ructu’ral t’ransfo’rmation. 
T’rue accountability ‘requi’res add’ressing the unde’rlying socio-economic conditions that enable co’r’ruption to th’rive. Without such t’ransfo’rmation, justice ‘remains supe’rficial and tempo’ra’ry. The notion of justice as p’resented in the play also aligns with the Ma’rxist idea of dialectical change, whe’re societal t’ransfo’rmation occu’rs th’rough the conflict of opposing fo’rces. Thus, accountability becomes not only a legal necessity but also a histo’rical inevitability d’riven by the cont’radictions within the system, as noted by Chidi Nwahunanya, who suggests that the seeds of justice a’re sown even amidst a co’r’rupt ha’rvest (88).
      	Additionally, the concept of justice within a Ma’rxist f’ramewo’rk t’ranscends legal definitions and extends to economic ‘redist’ribution and class ‘rest’ructu’ring. Antonio Gramsci int’roduces the concept of cultu’ral hegemony, a’rguing that the ‘ruling class maintains powe’r not only th’rough coe’rcion but also th’rough ideological consent (12). In harvest of corruption, additionally, the concept of justice within a Ma’rxist f’ramewo’rk t’ranscends legal definitions and extends to economic ‘redist’ribution and class ‘rest’ructu’ring. Antonio Gramsci int’roduces the concept of cultu’ral hegemony, a’rguing that the ‘ruling class maintains powe’r not only th’rough coe’rcion but also th’rough ideological consent (12). In Harvest of Corruption, the delayed ‘realization of justice signifies a ‘ruptu’re in this hegemony, whe’re the opp’ressed begin to question the legitimacy of the system. This moment of awakening is c’rucial, as it ‘rep’resents the fi’rst step towa’rd ‘revolutiona’ry consciousness and systemic, the delayed ‘realization of justice signifies a ‘ruptu’re in this hegemony, whe’re the opp’ressed begin to question the legitimacy of the system. This moment of awakening is c’rucial, as it ‘rep’resents the fi’rst step towa’rd ‘revolutiona’ry consciousness and systemic
2.2 Review of Empirical Studies
The empi’rical investigation into the societal impacts of co’r’ruption ‘reveals a consistent patte’rn of st’ructu’ral exploitation that ‘reinfo’rces class st’ratification.
Recent Af’rican lite’ra’ry c’riticism has inc’reasingly focused on the inte’rsection between gove’rnance failu’re and lite’ra’ry ‘rep’resentation. Schola’rs such as Biodun Jeyifo a’rgue that Af’rican d’rama se’rves as a c’ritical site fo’r examining post-colonial cont’radictions, pa’rticula’rly the pe’rsistence of inequality and co’r’ruption (78). This aligns with the thematic conce’rns of Harvest of Corruption, whe’re the d’ramatization of institutional decay ‘reflects b’roade’r socio-political ‘realities. Empi’rical studies thus complement lite’ra’ry analysis by p’roviding conc’rete evidence of the systemic issues that w’rite’rs like Ogbeche c’reatively explo’re
      	Fu’rthe’rmo’re, empi’rical studies highlight that co’r’ruption is often embedded within institutional f’ramewo’rks and no’rmalized th’rough bu’reauc’ratic p’rocesses. This no’rmalization ‘reinfo’rces the a’rgument that co’r’ruption is not an anomaly but a systemic featu’re of ce’rtain socio-economic st’ructu’res. Such findings st’rengthen the Ma’rxist claim that the state and its institutions often function in the inte’rest of the ‘ruling class. When analyzed th’rough a Ma’rxist lens, these studies do not me’rely ‘rep’resent inefficiencies in gove’rnance, they document the mechanics by which the ‘ruling class, the bou’rgeoisie, manipulates the state appa’ratus to maintain its hegemony ove’r the wo’rking class, the p’roleta’riat. 
2.2.1 Corruption and the Magnification of Income Inequality
Extensive empi’rical ‘resea’rch, most notably the seminal wo’rk by Sanjeev Gupta, Hamid Davoodi, and Rosa Alonso-Te’rme titled “Does Co’r’ruption Affect Income Inequality and Pove’rty” demonst’rates that co’r’ruption significantly inc’reases income inequality and pove’rty (23). Thei’r c’ross count’ry analysis suggests that a high level of co’r’ruption ‘reduces the p’rog’ressivity of the tax system and the effectiveness of social spending. F’rom a Ma’rxist pe’rspective, this phenomenon is an empi’rical manifestation of paupe’rization. Contempo’ra’ry ‘resea’rch also indicates that co’r’ruption disp’ropo’rtionately affects vulne’rable populations by ‘rest’ricting access to essential public se’rvices such as healthca’re, education, and inf’rast’ructu’re. This deepens social inequality and limits upwa’rd mobility, the’reby ‘reinfo’rcing class divisions within society. 
Ka’rl Ma’rx a’rgued that the capitalist mode of p’roduction has an inhe’rent tendency to concent’rate wealth at one pole while accumulating mise’ry and toil at the othe’r. Co’r’ruption acts as a catalyst fo’r this p’rocess by e’roding social safety nets, when funds intended fo’r public health o’r education a’re embezzled, the social wage of the p’roleta’riat is effectively stolen. 
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, it facilitates ‘reg’ressive wealth ‘redist’ribution whe’re co’r’ruption allows the elite to bypass p’rog’ressive taxation, ensu’ring that the bu’rden of state maintenance falls disp’ropo’rtionately on the labo’re’rs. As Alberto Ades and Rafael Di Tella note in thei’r study The New Economics of Co’r’ruption, in envi’ronments whe’re ma’rket competition is supp’ressed by co’r’rupt inte’rventions, ‘rents acc’rue to those with political connections (1032). This validates the Ma’rxist c’ritique of the state as a committee fo’r managing the common affai’rs of the whole bou’rgeoisie, whe’re the legal and illegal mechanisms of the state a’re used to facilitate the ext’raction of su’rplus value.
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, co’r’ruption unde’rmines me’ritoc’racy by p’rio’ritizing connections ove’r competence, the’reby disto’rting labo’r ‘relations. This disto’rtion aligns with Ma’rx’s concept of alienation, whe’re wo’rke’rs a’re disconnected not only f’rom the p’roducts of thei’r labo’r but also f’rom the socio-economic systems that dete’rmine thei’r livelihoods. In co’r’rupt systems, oppo’rtunities a’re commodified, and access to employment o’r advancement becomes contingent upon b’ribe’ry o’r pat’ronage. This ‘reinfo’rces a cycle of dependency that pe’rpetuates class inequality and limits social mobility.
2.2.2 State Capture and the Crisis of Transitional Economies
The study of t’ransitional economies, specifically post-Soviet and post-colonial states, p’rovides a sta’rk empi’rical look at State Captu’re. Resea’rche’rs such as Joel Hellman, Ge’raint Jones, and Daniel Kaufmann,  in thei’r influential ‘repo’rt Seize the State, Seize the Day, define state captu’re as the effo’rts of fi’rms to shape the fo’rmation of the basic ‘rules of the game th’rough illicit payments to public officials (3). This body of ‘resea’rch aligns p’recisely with the Ma’rxist concept of P’rimitive Accumulation and Alienation. In the t’ransition f’rom command o’r colonial economies to capitalism, the c’rony capitalism obse’rved in the data is essentially the fo’rceful seizu’re of public assets by a nascent oliga’rchy. This p’rocess involves the alienation of the people f’rom collective ‘resou’rces, as empi’rical data on the p’rivatization of indust’ry shows that public ‘resou’rces we’re t’ransfe’r’red to a small elite at f’ractions of thei’r value. 
This confi’rms the Ma’rxist view of the bou’rgeois state, p’roving that the state is not a neut’ral a’rbite’r but an inst’rument of class ‘rule whe’re the captu’red laws se’rve to legitimize the theft of labo’r and ‘resou’rces, tu’rning the public domain into p’rivate capital Hellman et al. (12). State captu’re fu’rthe’r demonst’rates how p’rivate inte’rests infilt’rate public institutions, effectively t’ransfo’rming gove’rnance st’ructu’res into tools fo’r elite p’rese’rvation. This unde’rmines democ’ratic p’rinciples and weakens ‘regulato’ry systems, pa’rticula’rly in t’ransitional and developing economies whe’re institutional safegua’rds a’re still evolving.
Additionally, state captu’re e’rodes public t’rust in gove’rnance, leading to political apathy and social instability. When citizens pe’rceive the state as an inst’rument of elite exploitation, they become disengaged f’rom democ’ratic p’rocesses. This disengagement fu’rthe’r consolidates the powe’r of the ‘ruling class, c’reating a self-’reinfo’rcing cycle of co’r’ruption and inequality. F’rom a Ma’rxist pe’rspective, this phenomenon illust’rates the collapse of the social cont’ract, whe’re the state no longe’r ‘rep’resents collective inte’rests but se’rves as a vehicle fo’r p’rivate accumulation.
2.2.3 The Resource Curse, Rent-Seeking and Labour Exploitation
Empi’rical lite’ratu’re on the Resou’rce Cu’rse, explo’red by Richa’rd Auty in Sustaining Development in Mine’ral Economies, consistently finds that nations with an abundance of non-’renewable natu’ral ‘resou’rces expe’rience lowe’r economic g’rowth and highe’r levels of co’r’ruption (45). In these ‘rentie’r states, the ‘ruling class de’rives its powe’r f’rom cont’rolling the expo’rt of oil, mine’rals, o’r gas ‘rathe’r than f’rom the development of a p’roductive indust’rial base. Ma’rxist theo’ry inte’rp’rets this cu’rse as a st’rategic choice by the ‘ruling class to bypass the dialectic of labo’r. This leads to the stagnation of the fo’rces of p’roduction because, unlike indust’rial capitalism which ‘requi’res a healthy and educated wo’rkfo’rce, a ‘rent-seeking elite has no incentive to invest in human capital. 
Empi’rical studies by Jeff’rey Sachs and And’rew Wa’rne’r in Natu’ral Resou’rce Abundance and Economic G’rowth show that ‘resou’rce ‘rich, co’r’rupt states consistently unde’r invest in education (12). This allows fo’r the maintenance of hegemony, by ‘relying on ‘rents ‘rathe’r than taxes, the ‘ruling class decouples itself f’rom the citizen’ry, allowing the elite to supp’ress the wo’rking class without the social cont’ract tensions that a’rise when a state ‘relies on taxing its population’s labou’r. 
       	In this context, co’r’ruption is the mechanism that ensu’res the su’rplus value of a nation’s natu’ral he’ritage is dive’rted away f’rom the social inf’rast’ructu’re and into the p’rivate accounts of the global and local bou’rgeoisie. This fu’rthe’r ent’renches the global cente’r pe’riphe’ry exploitation desc’ribed in Neo-Ma’rxist Dependency Theo’ry. Additionally, dependence on natu’ral ‘resou’rce ‘revenues discou’rages economic dive’rsification and ‘reduces incentives fo’r indust’rial development, c’reating a cycle of dependency that st’rengthens elite cont’rol while ma’rginalizing the b’roade’r population. 
This situation is pa’rticula’rly evident in many post-colonial Af’rican states, whe’re ‘resou’rce wealth has failed to t’ranslate into b’road based development. Instead, it has intensified class divisions and foste’red a cultu’re of ‘rent-seeking. The ‘ruling elite’s cont’rol ove’r natu’ral ‘resou’rces enables them to accumulate wealth without p’roductive labo’r, the’reby cont’radicting the Ma’rxist ideal of value c’reation th’rough wo’rk. Consequently, co’r’ruption becomes institutionalized as a means of sustaining this unp’roductive accumulation.
2.3 Summary of the Review
F’rank Ogodo Ogbeche’s Ha’rvest of Co’r’ruption is a sati’rical maste’rpiece that dissects the anatomy of vice in a fictional contempo’ra’ry setting. The ‘reviewed lite’ratu’re establishes a clea’r consensus that co’r’ruption is not me’rely an incidental glitch o’r a mo’ral failing within the administ’rative system ‘rathe’r, it is often a functional component of capital accumulation. While libe’ral and neolibe’ral schola’rs f’requently suggest that t’ranspa’rency, institutional checks and balances, and the ‘rule of law a’re sufficient fixes, the Ma’rxist f’ramewo’rk adopted in this wo’rk posits that such ‘refo’rms a’re la’rgely cosmetic. As long as the fundamental class divide pe’rsists, co’r’ruption ‘remains a vital tool fo’r the ‘ruling elite to bypass the ve’ry legal st’ructu’res they c’reated to discipline the p’roleta’riat. 
Acco’rding to Segun Osoba in The Roots of Co’r’ruption in Nige’ria, co’r’ruption in post-colonial societies is a fo’rm of anti-social behavio’r by an individual o’r social g’roup which confe’rs unjust and f’raudulent benefits on its pe’rpet’rato’rs (372). Howeve’r, expanding on this f’rom a Ma’rxist pe’rspective, Sami’r Amin in Obsolescent Capitalism a’rgues that in a capitalist f’ramewo’rk, the state functions as a committee fo’r managing the common affai’rs of the bou’rgeoisie (115). The’refo’re, the impact of co’r’ruption is not just the loss of funds, but the delibe’rate ‘reinfo’rcement of class ba’r’rie’rs. The lite’ratu’re suggests that the elite utilize p’rimitive accumulation to maintain thei’r g’rip on powe’r, a theme mi’r’ro’red in the socio-political decay examined in this ‘resea’rch.
The c’ritical gap identified in p’revious schola’rship is the tendency to t’reat co’r’ruption as a localized Af’rican p’roblem o’r a lack of ethics, failing to add’ress the mate’rial conditions that make co’r’ruption highly p’rofitable fo’r the powe’rful. Most ‘resea’rch focuses on the "what" and "how" of embezzlement, but they igno’re the "why" ‘rooted in class exploitation. This ‘resea’rch seeks to fill that gap by using F’rank Ogbeche’s Ha’rvest of Co’r’ruption to demonst’rate how lite’ratu’re ‘reflects these mate’rial ‘realities. By analyzing the play’s cha’racte’rs th’rough the lens of Ma’rxist Theo’ry, this ‘resea’rch also highlights how the fictional Chief Ade-Amaka is not an isolated villain but a symbol of a systemic class of comp’rado’r bou’rgeoisie whose su’rvival depends on the subve’rsion of justice, as established by Hamza Alaviv in the t’reatise The State in Post-Colonial Societies (59).
Mo’reove’r, the ‘reviewed lite’ratu’re collectively demonst’rates that co’r’ruption th’rives in envi’ronments cha’racte’rized by weak institutions and p’ronounced economic inequality. By integ’rating both theo’retical and empi’rical pe’rspectives, this study p’rovides a mo’re holistic unde’rstanding of co’r’ruption as a st’ructu’ral phenomenon ‘rathe’r than a pu’rely mo’ral issue. The inte’rplay between lite’ratu’re and socio-economic ‘realities fu’rthe’r unde’rsco’res the ‘relevance of using lite’ra’ry texts as analytical tools fo’r unde’rstanding societal dysfunction. This synthesis ‘reveals that lite’ratu’re is not me’rely an aesthetic endeavo’r but a ‘reflectivist medium that captu’res the dialectical st’ruggle of the masses against an exploitative supe’rst’ructu’re. 
It is also impo’rtant to note that lite’ra’ry texts such as Harvest of Corruption do not me’rely depict co’r’ruption but actively c’ritique the socio-economic systems that sustain it. As Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o asse’rts, lite’ratu’re is a powe’rful tool fo’r ideological st’ruggle, capable of challenging dominant na’r’ratives and inspi’ring social change (28). Ogbeche’s play, the’refo’re, can be seen as a fo’rm of ‘resistance lite’ratu’re that exposes the cont’radictions of a co’r’rupt system while simultaneously advocating fo’r accountability and ‘refo’rm.
Consequently, this ‘review concludes that a pu’rely legalistic app’roach to co’r’ruption is destined fo’r failu’re. T’rue mitigation ‘requi’res a shift in the unde’rlying socio-economic st’ructu’res a point that ‘remains unde’r explo’red in contempo’ra’ry lite’ra’ry c’ritiques of Ogbeche’s wo’rk. While co’r’ruption is a ha’rvest, the seeds of justice a’re still being sown, as obse’rved by Chidi Nwahunanya in Lite’ratu’re, A’rts and He’ritage (88). This study moves beyond existing schola’rship by asse’rting that the ha’rvest in the text se’rves as a lite’ra’ry p’rophecy of the inevitable collapse of any system built upon the exploitation of the p’roleta’riat by the bou’rgeoisie. By g’rounding the analysis in the mate’rialist ‘realities of the cha’racte’rs, the ‘resea’rch establishes that social t’ransfo’rmation can only occu’r when the st’ructu’ral ‘roots of co’r’ruption a’re add’ressed ‘rathe’r than its supe’rficial symptoms.







[bookmark: _e5woeh8uh3md]CHAPTER THREE
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents the theoretical framework and methodology adopted for the study. It discusses the relevant theories that provide the analytical basis for interpreting the text and explains the research design and methods of textual analysis employed. The chapter also justifies the suitability of these approaches to the objectives of the study.
3.1 Theoretical Framework
The theo’retical foundation upon which this ‘resea’rch is ancho’red is the Ma’rxist lite’ra’ry theo’ry, an analytical f’ramewo’rk that necessitates a ‘rigo’rous examination of the dialectical ‘relationship between the economic base and the ideological supe’rst’ructu’re. Fi’rstly I will be giving out the definition of Ma’rxist theo’ry in a lite’ra’ry te’rm, Ma’rxist theo’ry in lite’ratu’re is an app’roach to analyzing texts based on the ideas of Ka’rl Ma’rx. It focuses on how lite’ratu’re ‘reflects, suppo’rts, o’r challenges the social and economic conditions of a society, especially issues of class, powe’r, and inequality.
At its co’re, Ma’rxist lite’ra’ry theo’ry looks at how class st’ruggle between the ‘rich and the poo’r is ‘rep’resented in a text. It asks questions like, who has powe’r in the sto’ry, who is opp’ressed o’r exploited, how wealth o’r pove’rty shapes the cha’racte’rs lives and finally, does the text suppo’rt the existing system o’r c’riticize it.
 Fi’rstly listing out the co’re types of Ma’rxist theo’ry, the schola’rs who p’ropounded them & the type of Ma’rxist theo’ry which would be used in this ‘resea’rch.
The co’re types of Ma’rxist theo’ries a’re as follows:
Classical Marxism: The o’riginal f’ramewo’rk developed and p’roponded by Ka’rl Ma’rx and F’ried’rich Engels, In thei’r wo’rk the Communist manifesto, which it focuses on histo’rical mate’rialism that is histo’ry d’riven by economic st’ructu’res, class st’ruggle between the bou’rgeoisie  and p’roleta’riat, and the eventual t’ransition f’rom capitalism to socialism (33).

Orthodox Marxism: Developed afte’r Ma’rx’s death associated with thinke’rs and was developed by Ka’rl Kautsky. In his wo’rk The Erfrut program, it t’reats Ma’rxism as a ‘rigid, scientific dete’rminism, a’rguing that capitalism will inevitably collapse on its own due to its inte’rnal economic cont’radictions (87).
Leninism / Marxism-Leninism: Adapted by Vladimi’r Lenin fo’r the Russians his wo’rk which is what should be done, the wo’rk int’roduces the concept of a vangua’rd pa’rty like a disciplined g’roup of ‘revolutiona’ries to lead the wo’rking class, and focuses heavily on anti-impe’rialism, viewing impe’rialism as the highest stage of capitalism (112).
Western Marxism: Eme’rged in Weste’rn Eu’rope in the 1920s-1930s schola’rs like Antonio G’ramsci and Geo’rg Lukács p’ropounded this theo’ry, in G’ramsci wo’rk selection from the prison note book (51) and Geo’rg wo’rk History and class consciousness (83). They shifted the focus f’rom pu’re economics to cultu’re and philosophy, int’roducing concepts like cultu’ral hegemony, how the ‘ruling class uses cultu’ral institutions to maintain powe’r without physical fo’rce.
The Frankfurt school (critical theory):  A specific b’ranch of weste’rn Ma’rxism by  Max Ho’rkheime’r, Theodo’r Ado’rno and He’rbe’rt Ma’rcuse, in thei’r wo’rks Traditional and critical theory (244), Minima moralia (50) and one dimensional man (12).
 Thei’r theo’ry blends Ma’rxist economic c’ritique with psychology and sociology to analyze how mode’rn mass cultu’re, consume’rism, and technology ‘reinfo’rce capitalist cont’rol and supp’ress dissent.
Maoism (Marxism-Leninism-Maoism): This was p’ropounded by Mao Zedong fo’r ag’ricultu’ral societies like China. His wo’rk titled Reports of an investigation of the peasant movement in hunan, his wo’rk ‘replaces the u’rban indust’rial wo’rking class with the peasant’ry as the main ‘revolutiona’ry fo’rce and emphasizes continuous ‘revolution and gue’r’rilla wa’rfa’re (23).
Structural Marxism: Popularized in the 1960s and 70s
P’ropounded by Louis Althusse’r, in his wo’rk, Ideology and ideological state of apparatus, he a’rgues that the state and capitalist institutions have ‘relative autonomy and ope’rate th’rough st’ructu’ral mechanisms like schools and media, te’rmed ideological State appa’ratuses, ‘rathe’r than just being di’rect tools of the ‘ruling class (143).
Analytical Marxism: Eme’rged in the 1980s. This pa’rticula’r type of Ma’rxist theo’ry was developed as a collective movement ‘rathe’r than being p’ropounded by a single pe’rson, but we have clea’r leading schola’rs in this type of Ma’rxist theo’ry like G’ramsciantonio Cohen and 
John Roeme’r they moved the g’roup known as the Septembe’r g’roup and thei’r wo’rks like Karl Marx theory of history (28)  and a general theory of exploration and class, (19). It attempts to st’rip Ma’rxism of its Hegelian philosophy and explain its co’re concepts using standa’rd mode’rn philosophy and economic tools, such as ‘rational choice theo’ry and game theo’ry.
Autonomist Marxism (autonomism): Developed in Italy in the 1960s-1970s. Also this was anothe’r g’roup movement although we have schola’rs who moved the g’roup like Antonio Neg’ri and Ma’rio T’ronti, so this pa’rt of the theo’ry emphasizes the powe’r of the wo’rking class to act independently of t’rade unions o’r political pa’rties, thei’r wo’rks known as, workers and capital (85) and Marx beyond marx (45), ‘really focused on daily ‘resistance, st’rikes, and self o’rganization in ‘response to automation and shifting labo’r conditions. 
Now fo’r this ‘resea’rch classical and weste’rn Ma’rxism will be adopted because since the classical Ma’rxism exposes the economic subst’ructu’re, the mate’rial thefts, the ‘resea’rch  will not analyze co’r’ruption without analyzing money and powe’r. Classical Ma’rxism p’rovides the tools to look at the economic base of the society in the text.
And as fo’r the weste’rn Ma’rxism it  explains the cultu’ral supe’rst’ructu’re and  the Social acceptance. In ‘reality and in the text, co’r’ruption pe’rsists because society beg’rudgingly tole’rates it o’r feels powe’rless against it. Classical Ma’rxism’s focus on pu’re economics which cannot explain why people accept this opp’ression while weste’rn Ma’rxism solves this.
     	Also the Ma’rxist theo’ry is not just fo’r ente’rtainment, but it is influenced by the economic system capitalism, feudalism, etc. in which it was p’roduced. W’rite’rs may consciously o’r unconsciously ‘reflect the inte’rests of thei’r social class.
Mo’reove’r a lot of schola’rs ag’reed and suppo’rted within Ka’rl Ma’rx definition given thei’r own definition like Te’r’ry Eagleton in his wo’rk, Marxism and literary criticism, Ma’rxist c’riticism is not me’rely a sociology of lite’ratu’re its aim is to explain the lite’ra’ry wo’rk mo’re fully by situating it within its histo’rical conditions  (3).
Also Raymond Williams in his wo’rk Marxism and literature he states that Ma’rxism as a theo’ry conce’rned with the ‘relations between mate’rial p’roduction, social fo’rmation and cultu’ral p’ractices (19).
This is one of the clea’rest cultu’ral definitions of Ma’rxist lite’ra’ry theo’ry.
Additionally Geo’rge Lukacs in his wo’rk, The historical novel, stated that lite’ratu’re ‘reflects histo’rical totality and ‘reveals class ‘relations within society  (19).
Lukács st’rongly ties Ma’rxism to ‘realism and social ‘rep’resentation.
     Ma’rxist theo’ry in lite’ratu’re studies how sto’ries show the gap between the ‘rich and the poo’r and how powe’r and money influence eve’rything in society.
 This ‘resea’rch posits that lite’ratu’re is not an autonomous entity existing in a vacuum of a’rt fo’r a’rt’s sake but is ‘rathe’r a p’rofound ‘reflection of the mate’rial conditions and the mode of p’roduction p’revalent in society. Acco’rding to Ka’rl Ma’rx in the foundational text,a Cont’ribution to the Critique of political economy, the totality of the ‘relations of p’roduction constitutes the economic st’ructu’re of society, the ‘real foundation on which a’rises a legal and political supe’rst’ructu’re and to which co’r’respond definite fo’rms of social consciousness (21), and this is infused in, F’rank Ogodo Ogbeche’s Harvest of Corruption.
Ma’rxist theo’ry p’rovides the necessa’ry tools to dissect the ha’rvest of vice not as an isolated mo’ral failing, but as a st’ructu’ral inevitability. The play’s depiction of b’ribe’ry, embezzlement, and institutional ‘rot is viewed th’rough the lens of p’rimitive accumulation and the alienation of the p’roleta’riat. As Ka’rl Ma’rx fu’rthe’r elucidates in Capital volume I, the p’rocess of p’rimitive accumulation involves the histo’rical movement of st’ripping the masses of thei’r means of p’roduction and concent’rating wealth in the hands of a nascent bou’rgeoisie th’rough state sanctioned theft and the subve’rsion of justice (673). By utilizing this f’ramewo’rk the ‘resea’rch a’rgues that the co’r’ruption in the play is a mechanism used by the ‘ruling elite to maintain thei’r economic hegemony. 
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, the study engages with the concept of the comp’rado’r bou’rgeoisie as a’rticulated by Hamza Alavi in the state in post-colonial societies, which explains how the elite in developing nations act as inte’rmedia’ries fo’r global capital, often at the expense of thei’r own national development and the labo’ring class (59). 
       This ‘resea’rch expands on this by demonst’rating how Ogbeche’s cha’racte’rs a’re a’rchetypes of this class st’ruggle. The Ma’rxist f’ramewo’rk allows this study to move beyond supe’rficial mo’ralizing, instead offe’ring a mate’rialist c’ritique that identifies the seeds of co’r’ruption in the ve’ry fab’ric of the capitalist ‘relations of p’roduction. Consequently, the ‘resolution of the play is seen th’rough the lens of dialectical change, whe’re the inte’rnal cont’radictions of a co’r’rupt system eventually lead to its own at’rophy and the potential fo’r a t’ransfo’rmative social justice.
3.1.1 Classical Marxism
Classical Ma’rxist theo’ry, ‘rooted in the foundational philosophies of Ka’rl Ma’rx and F’ried’rich Engels, posits that the economic base that is the mode of p’roduction dete’rmines the social and ideological supe’rst’ructu’re of society, within this f’ramewo’rk stated that co’r’ruption is not me’rely a mo’ral failing of individuals, but a st’ructu’ral consequence of capital accumulation and class exploitation. The ‘ruling class utilizes state machine’ry as an inst’rument to maintain economic dominance ove’r the subo’rdinate class, o’r the p’roleta’riat.
In F’rank Ogodo Ogbeche’s Harvest of Corruption, this mate’rialist dynamic is d’ramatized th’rough the sta’rk economic divide between the p’redato’ry ‘ruling elite and the exploited masses. The cha’racte’r of Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka, the ministe’r of exte’rnal ‘relations, ‘rep’resents the bou’rgeois class that weaponizes state powe’r fo’r p’rimitive capital accumulation. Fo’r example, when Aloho laments he’r systemic ma’rginalization despite he’r qualifications he’r despe’rate condition ‘reflects the economic alienation of the subalte’rn class unde’r a co’r’rupt capitalist mat’rix. He’r economic vulne’rability fo’rces he’r into the se’rvice of the  bou’rgeoisie, whe’re she becomes an object of labo’r exploitation and c’riminal commodification.
Ogbeche illust’rates this mate’rial subjugation when Chief Ade-Amaka flag’rantly boasts of using public ‘resou’rces and b’ribe’ry to consolidate his class position, asse’rting his immunity f’rom institutional checks.
F’rom a classical Ma’rxist pe’rspective, the Harvest of corruption is the inevitable socio-economic deg’radation bo’rn f’rom an unchecked capitalist base. The exploitation of despe’rate job seeke’rs like Aloho demonst’rates how the ‘ruling class commodifies human lives to sustain thei’r illicit economic hegemony, ‘reducing state minist’ries to lite’ral ma’rketplaces fo’r capital ext’raction.
 3.1.3 Western Marxism
While classical Ma’rxism cente’rs its c’ritique on the economic inf’rast’ructu’re, weste’rn Ma’rxism developed by theo’rists such as Antonio G’ramsci, Louis Althusse’r, and the F’rankfu’rt School shifts the analytical focus towa’rd the supe’rst’ructu’re, emphasizing cultu’ral hegemony, ideological cont’rol, and institutional co-optation. Weste’rn Ma’rxists a’rgue that the ‘ruling class ‘retains powe’r not me’rely th’rough economic dominance o’r physical coe’rcion which is the ‘rep’ressive state appa’ratus, but th’rough the manipulation of societal mindsets, cultu’ral na’r’ratives, and ideological institutions that’s the ideological state appa’ratuses to secu’re the passive consent of the masses.
In Harvest of Corruption by F’rank Ogbeche also demonst’rates how co’r’ruption achieves cultu’ral hegemony by pe’rmeating the foundational institutions of t’ransfo’rming mo’ral decadence into an accepted societal no’rm. The subve’rsion of the judicia’ry and law enfo’rcement exemplified by cha’racte’rs like justice Odili and the commissione’r of police ‘reveals how the ideological state appa’ratuses a’re weaponized to legitimize the status quo and p’rotect the bou’rgeois c’riminal ente’rp’rise. When institutional acto’rs accept b’ribes to dismiss cha’rges against elite c’riminals, they ‘reinfo’rce a hegemonized social o’rde’r whe’re justice is systematically denied to the p’roleta’riat.
The cultu’ral no’rmalization of co’r’ruption is fu’rthe’r unde’rsco’red by Ochuole, who se’rves as an ideological agent fo’r the ‘ruling class. She actively socializes Aloho into the co’r’rupt netwo’rk, f’raming illicit exploitation as a standa’rd avenue fo’r upwa’rd social mobility. This institutional ‘rot is deeply inte’rnalized by the cha’racte’rs, as seen when Aloho, ove’rwhelmed by institutional despai’r attempts to ‘rationalize he’r depa’rtu’re f’rom ethical standa’rds.
Th’rough a weste’rn Ma’rxist lens, Ogbeche’s use of sati’re pa’rticula’rly the cha’racte’r of Showboy, the visiona’ry mad man functions as a c’ritique of this false consciousness. Showboy’s ‘raw obse’rvations ‘reveal that what society views as no’rmal gove’rnance is actually a state of systemic madness. By highlighting the mo’ral bank’ruptcy of the sane political elite against the cla’rity of the ma’rginalized mad man, the text exposes how cultu’ral hegemony obscu’res systemic opp’ression, ‘rende’ring the populace compliant until ‘ret’ributive justice b’reaks the ideological illusion.
3.2 Research Methodology
Fi’rstly, ‘resea’rch methodology is the systematic way o’r app’roach a ‘resea’rche’r uses to ca’r’ry out a study. It explains how the ‘resea’rch is conducted, including the methods, tools, and p’rocedu’res used to collect and analyze data.
The methodology adopted fo’r this study is st’rictly the qualitative ‘resea’rch design, which is cente’red on the inte’rp’retative and c’ritical analysis of the p’rima’ry text within its socio-political context. This method is selected because the ‘resea’rch seeks to uncove’r the deep seated ideological st’ructu’res and powe’r dynamics that a quantitative, statistical app’roach would fail to captu’re. As John C’reswell a’rgues in Qualitative Inquiry and research design, qualitative ‘resea’rch is an inqui’ry p’rocess of unde’rstanding that builds a complex, holistic pictu’re by analyzing wo’rds and ‘repo’rting detailed views of info’rmants o’r in this case, the detailed nuances of a lite’ra’ry text (37). By employing a qualitative methodology, the study facilitates a close ‘reading of Harvest of Corruption, enabling a mic’roscopic examination of how Ogbeche uses sati’re, i’rony, and cha’racte’rization to expose the mechanics of exploitation.
The p’rima’ry sou’rce of data ‘remains the play itself, while the seconda’ry data comp’rises all ‘robust selection of c’ritical lite’ratu’re, including the wo’rks of Ma’rxist schola’rs and Af’rican lite’ra’ry c’ritics.
The analytical p’rocess is guided by the Ma’rxist theo’ry of lite’ratu’re, which suggests that the w’rite’r acts as a social visiona’ry who mi’r’ro’rs the ‘realities of his epoch. Acco’rding to Chidi Nwahunanya, the ‘role of the lite’ra’ry c’ritic is to pe’rfo’rm an a’rchitectu’ral deconst’ruction of the text to ‘reveal the socio-histo’rical fo’rces that influenced the autho’r’s c’reative output (92). This methodology involves a systematic catego’rization of textual evidence specifically looking at instances of class conflict, bu’reauc’ratic theft, and the ma’rginalization of the labo’ring class to demonst’rate the impact of co’r’ruption on the b’roade’r society. 
Mo’reove’r, this qualitative app’roach ensu’res that the analysis ‘remains g’rounded in the mate’rialist ‘reality of the text. It avoids the f’ragmentation of data, instead weaving the findings into a cohesive academic na’r’rative that aligns with the scope of the study. The methodology also accounts fo’r the st’ructu’re of feeling within the text, a concept developed by Raymond Williams  to desc’ribe the lived expe’rience of a pa’rticula’r social class du’ring a pe’riod of t’ransition and c’risis (132). By focusing on these qualitative nuances, the ‘resea’rch p’rovides a sophisticated inte’rp’retation of how the fictional ha’rvest se’rves as a fo’rensic audit of the mo’ral and economic health of a society plagued by institutionalized g’reed. This methodological choice ‘reinfo’rces the study’s aim to p’rovide not just a summa’ry of the play, but a definitive c’ritique of the socio-economic conditions that the play ‘reflects.





















CHAPTER FOUR
TEXTUAL ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter provides a critical analysis of the selected book by Frank ogodo ogbeche'in line with the objectives of the study. It examines the causes of institutional corruption, political normalization, call for reform, and the impact of corruption in the society. The analysis is guided by the theoretical framework adopted for the study.
4.1    Reading corruption as a social pathology in Harvest of corruption 
Now to this ‘resea’rch textual analysis of Harvest of Corruption. F’rank Ogbeche’s Harvest of Corruption p’resents co’r’ruption as a social pathology that has deeply penet’rated the st’ructu’res of society and gove’rnance. Th’rough the d’ramatic ‘rep’resentation of political leade’rs, public officials, and o’rdina’ry citizens, the playw’right demonst’rates how co’r’ruption functions as a dest’ructive fo’rce that unde’rmines social development, justice, and collective well-being. The play po’rt’rays co’r’ruption not me’rely as an individual mo’ral failu’re but as a systemic p’roblem sustained by social institutions and the ‘ruling class. This pe’rspective aligns with the Ma’rxist view that social ‘realities a’re la’rgely shaped by economic and class inte’rests.
      	The title Harvest of Corruption is symbolic and significant. The te’rm ha’rvest suggests the consequences o’r f’ruits of a long pe’riod of co’r’rupt p’ractices. Ogbeche uses the title Harvest of corruption to indicate that the social, economic, and political c’rises expe’rienced in society a’re di’rect outcomes of co’r’ruption. The play ‘reveals a society whe’re public ‘resou’rces a’re dive’rted fo’r pe’rsonal gain while the masses continue to suffe’r pove’rty, unemployment, and unde’rdevelopment. Th’rough this ‘rep’resentation, co’r’ruption eme’rges as a social disease whose effects extend beyond individual acto’rs to affect the enti’re community.

One of the majo’r manifestations of co’r’ruption in the play is the abuse of political powe’r. Chief Haladu Ade-Amaka, one of the cent’ral cha’racte’rs embodies the co’r’rupt political elite who exploit public offices fo’r selfish inte’rests ‘rathe’r than se’rving the people, he uses his position to en’rich himself and maintain influence within the political system. By doing so his actions ‘reflect the Ma’rxist a’rgument that the ‘ruling class often cont’rols state institutions to p’rotect its economic and political inte’rests. Acco’rding to Ma’rxist c’riticism, the state f’requently se’rves the inte’rests of the dominant class ‘rathe’r than those of the gene’ral population. Ogbeche’s po’rt’rayal of Chief Haladu in the text Harvest of corruption illust’rates this ‘reality as he manipulates gove’rnmental st’ructu’res fo’r pe’rsonal benefit while neglecting the welfa’re of the citizens.
This ‘resea’rch also exposes co’r’ruption th’rough embezzlement and misapp’rop’riation of public funds, gove’rnment officials ent’rusted with national ‘resou’rces dive’rt such ‘resou’rces into p’rivate accounts, by exploiting so this p’ractice cont’ributes significantly to social stagnation and economic ha’rdship. The wealth that should be used fo’r public inf’rast’ructu’re, education, healthca’re, and employment oppo’rtunities is app’rop’riated by a few p’rivileged individuals. F’rom a mo’re analytical pe’rspective, this unequal dist’ribution of ‘resou’rces ‘reinfo’rces class divisions between the wealthy elite and the impove’rished masses. The exploitation of public wealth by gove’rnment officials demonst’rates how co’r’ruption pe’rpetuates social inequality and class domination.
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, in Ogbeche’s wo’rk Harvest of corruption, it highlights the ‘role of institutions in sustaining co’r’ruption. The playw’right fu’rthe’r st’rengthens his theme of co’r’ruption th’rough the effective use of d’ramatic technique and language. The dialogues of political figu’res often ‘reveal a’r’rogance, manipulation, and a sense of entitlement, the’reby exposing the mentality of the ‘ruling class. Th’rough ca’refully st’ructu’red conve’rsations and d’ramatic conf’rontations, Ogbeche c’reates tension between co’r’rupt officials and those seeking justice. The language employed by va’rious cha’racte’rs ‘reflects the social divisions that exist within the society and ‘reinfo’rces the unequal powe’r ‘relations po’rt’rayed in the play. Consequently, d’ramatic dialogue functions not me’rely as a means of communication but also as a tool fo’r exposing co’r’ruption and ‘revealing the ideological conflicts that shape the na’r’rative. Also the legal and political systems that should ensu’re accountability a’re often manipulated by powe’rful individuals. Some officials evade punishment because of thei’r social status, wealth, o’r political connections. This situation ‘reflects the weakness of institutions in combating co’r’ruption and ‘reinfo’rces the idea that co’r’ruption has become institutionalized. In Harvest of Corruption, the inability of institutions to effectively punish co’r’rupt individuals illust’rates how powe’r st’ructu’res cont’ribute to the pe’rsistence of co’r’ruption.
The cha’racte’r of Aloho se’rves as an impo’rtant vehicle th’rough which the playw’right examines the vulne’rability of o’rdina’ry citizens within a co’r’rupt society. Beyond he’r individual expe’rience, Aloho functions symbolically as a ‘rep’resentation of the vulne’rable masses who suffe’r unde’r co’r’rupt systems of gove’rnance. He’r exploitation ‘reflects the b’roade’r condition of o’rdina’ry citizens whose aspi’rations a’re often f’rust’rated by the actions of powe’rful elites, ‘rathe’r than being ‘rewa’rded fo’r intelligence, ha’rd wo’rk, and ambition, she becomes a victim of manipulation and abuse. This vulne’rability is sta’rkly shown when Aloho laments he’r situation, stating, "I have been tossed about like a shuttlecock in a game of badminton, all because I am looking fo’r a job" (45). He’r jou’rney f’rom a hopeful g’raduate to an exploited pawn se’rves as a c’ritique of how the capitalist st’ructu’re p’reys upon the ma’rginalized, st’ripping them of thei’r agency and dignity.
He’r t’ragic expe’rience symbolizes the dest’ruction of human potential in a society dominated by co’r’ruption. Th’rough this cha’racte’rization, Ogbeche emphasizes that co’r’ruption not only dep’rives citizens of mate’rial oppo’rtunities but also unde’rmines thei’r dignity, f’reedom, and hope fo’r social advancement. Aloho being a ve’ry young and b’rilliant lady seeking employment and social advancement, she becomes a victim of exploitation by powe’rful men. He’r expe’rience ‘reveals how co’r’ruption extends beyond financial c’rimes to include mo’ral and sexual exploitation. The abuse of powe’r exe’rcised against he’r demonst’rates the unequal ‘relationship between the p’rivileged elite and the less powe’rful membe’rs of the society. Th’rough Aloho’s suffe’ring in the text Harvest of corruption, Ogbeche exposes the human cost of co’r’ruption and emphasizes its devastating impact on individual lives.
Anothe’r significant aspect of the play is the ‘relationship between co’r’ruption and social injustice. Not to fo’rget one impo’rtant issue explo’red in the play is the cultu’re of silence and complicity that allows co’r’ruption to flou’rish. Many individuals a’re awa’re of co’r’rupt p’ractices but choose not to challenge them because of fea’r, pe’rsonal benefit, o’r social p’ressu’re. This silence indi’rectly st’rengthens co’r’rupt systems by allowing powe’rful individuals to ope’rate without accountability. F’rom a Weste’rn Ma’rxist pe’rspective, such behaviou’r demonst’rates how dominant ideologies can influence people’s consciousness and discou’rage ‘resistance against opp’ression. Ogbeche illust’rates that co’r’ruption pe’rsists not only because of the actions of co’r’rupt leade’rs but also because of the unwillingness of some membe’rs of society to conf’ront injustice. In the society depicted by Ogbeche’s wo’rk Harvest of corruption, oppo’rtunities a’re often dete’rmined not by me’rit but by connections, favo’ritism, and b’ribe’ry. This p’ractice denies qualified individuals access to employment and advancement while ‘rewa’rding those who possess political influence. Such a system c’reates f’rust’ration among citizens and weakens public confidence in social institutions. Ma’rxist c’riticism identifies this condition as a consequence of class domination, whe’re access to ‘resou’rces and oppo’rtunities is cont’rolled by those who possess powe’r and wealth. The play demonst’rates how co’r’ruption disto’rts social ‘relations and pe’rpetuates inequality.
The theme of g’reed is also cent’ral to the textual analysis of the play Harvest of corruption. Many cha’racte’rs a’re motivated by excessive desi’re fo’r wealth, status, and powe’r. This g’reed d’rives them to engage in unethical p’ractices without conside’ring the consequences fo’r society. The pu’rsuit of pe’rsonal en’richment at the expense of collective welfa’re ‘reflects a capitalist mentality that Ma’rxist c’ritics associate with exploitation and mate’rialism. Th’rough the actions of co’r’rupt officials, Ogbeche suggests that unchecked g’reed cont’ributes significantly to the mo’ral decay of society and the collapse of ethical values. Closely ‘related to the theme of g’reed is the issue of mo’ral decay. The play Harvest of corruption po’rt’rays a society in which ethical standa’rds have been weakened by the widesp’read acceptance of co’r’ruption. Individuals who should se’rve as models of integ’rity instead engage in dishonest p’ractices fo’r pe’rsonal gain. As co’r’ruption becomes no’rmalized, mo’ral values such as honesty, accountability, and ‘responsibility g’radually lose thei’r significance. Ogbeche suggests that co’r’ruption does not only damage political and economic institutions but also dest’roys the mo’ral foundation upon which society is built. Th’rough this po’rt’rayal, the playw’right demonst’rates that when co’r’ruption becomes a social no’rm, the distinction between ‘right and w’rong becomes inc’reasingly blu’r’red, the’reby c’reating an envi’ronment whe’re unethical behaviou’r flou’rishes.
This mo’ral bank’ruptcy is best captu’red in the exchange between Ochuole and Aloho, whe’re Ochuole justifies he’r co’r’rupt lifestyle by claiming, "In this count’ry, you must be sma’rt to su’rvive; it is eithe’r you cheat o’r you a’re cheated" (18). This dialogue exemplifies the cultu’ral hegemony discussed in weste’rn Ma’rxism, whe’re the values of the co’r’rupt elite a’re inte’rnalized by the citizens, c’reating a cycle of complicity.
In addition, the playw’right po’rt’rays co’r’ruption as a th’reat to national development. The misuse of public ‘resou’rces hinde’rs economic g’rowth and p’revents meaningful p’rog’ress. Funds intended fo’r developmental p’rojects a’re dive’rted, ‘resulting in poo’r inf’rast’ructu’re, inadequate social se’rvices, and widesp’read pove’rty. The suffe’ring expe’rienced by o’rdina’ry citizens cont’rasts sha’rply with the luxu’rious lifestyles of co’r’rupt officials. This cont’rast emphasizes the unequal dist’ribution of wealth and oppo’rtunities within society. F’rom a simple ‘resea’rch pe’rspective, such inequality ‘reflects the concent’ration of ‘resou’rces in the hands of a p’rivileged mino’rity while the majo’rity ‘remain ma’rginalized.
The play also p’resents ‘resistance against co’r’ruption th’rough the effo’rts of anti-co’r’ruption agencies and individuals who seek justice Ma’rxism co’r’ruption appea’rs deeply ent’renched, Ogbeche suggests in his wo’rk Harvest of corruption that accountability and social ‘refo’rm a’re possible when individuals and institutions demonst’rate commitment to ethical p’rinciples. The exposu’re and p’rosecution of co’r’rupt officials indicate the necessity of collective action in add’ressing social p’roblems. The possibility of change is hinted at when Justice Obono challenges the status quo, ‘rema’rking, "Co’r’ruption is a cance’r that must be excised if this nation is to su’rvive" (72). This call to action ‘rep’resents the potential fo’r the opp’ressed to ‘rise against the bou’rgeois st’ructu’res that sustain inequality, aligning with the ‘revolutiona’ry spi’rit inhe’rent in Ma’rxist thought.
 This element of the play ‘reinfo’rces the belief that societal t’ransfo’rmation ‘requi’res conscious effo’rts to challenge opp’ressive st’ructu’res and p’romote justice.
F’rom the pe’rspective of classical Ma’rxism, Harvest of Corruption ‘reveals the conflict between the ‘ruling class and the opp’ressed masses. The political elite accumulate wealth and powe’r th’rough co’r’rupt p’ractices, while o’rdina’ry citizens bea’r the consequences of economic ha’rdship and social dep’rivation. The unequal dist’ribution of ‘resou’rces ‘reflects the class st’ruggle emphasized by Ka’rl Ma’rx. Co’r’ruption becomes a mechanism th’rough which the dominant class maintains its cont’rol ove’r society and continues the exploitation of the lowe’r class.
Simila’rly, the play can be inte’rp’reted th’rough the lens of weste’rn Ma’rxism, which focuses on ideology, cultu’re, and social consciousness. Co’r’ruption in the play is sustained not only th’rough economic exploitation but also th’rough social attitudes that no’rmalize unethical behavio’r. Some cha’racte’rs accept co’r’ruption as a ‘regula’r featu’re of the society, indicating the extent to which co’r’rupt values have become embedded within the cultu’ral and political system, this ideological acceptance of co’r’ruption cont’ributes to its pe’rsistence and makes meaningful ‘refo’rm mo’re difficult. Weste’rn Ma’rxist schola’rs a’rgue that dominant ideologies often shape people’s pe’rceptions and encou’rage acceptance of existing powe’r ‘relations. Ogbeche’s play Harvest of corruption illust’rates this phenomenon by showing how co’r’ruption becomes no’rmalized within society.
Harvest of Corruption p’resents co’r’ruption as a social pathology that damages individuals, institutions, and society as a whole. Th’rough the expe’riences of va’rious cha’racte’rs, Ogbeche demonst’rates that co’r’ruption is a systemic p’roblem ‘rooted in the abuse of powe’r, g’reed, exploitation, and class inequality. The play effectively ‘reveals the social and economic consequences of co’r’ruption while advocating accountability and justice viewed th’rough the f’ramewo’rk of classical and weste’rn Ma’rxism, the text exposes the ways in which co’r’ruption se’rves the inte’rests of the ‘ruling class and pe’rpetuates social opp’ression. Consequently, the play stands as a powe’rful c’ritique of co’r’rupt p’ractices and thei’r dest’ructive impact on societal development.





















CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter presents a summary of the major findings of the study and draws conclusions based on the analysis. It highlights the contributions of the study to the understanding of Reading corruption as a social pathology and its engagement with societal issues. The chapter concludes with recommendations for further research and literary scholarship.
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study examined co’r’ruption as a social pathology in F’rank Ogudo Ogbeche’s Harvest of Corruption th’rough the lens of Ma’rxist lite’ra’ry theo’ry, pa’rticula’rly classical Ma’rxism and weste’rn Ma’rxism. The study ‘revealed that co’r’ruption is p’resented in the play as a deeply ‘rooted social p’roblem that affects both public institutions and individual lives. Th’rough va’rious cha’racte’rs and events, Ogbeche po’rt’rays a society in which public office is exploited fo’r pe’rsonal en’richment at the expense of collective development.
The textual analysis showed that co’r’ruption in the play manifests in diffe’rent fo’rms, including b’ribe’ry, embezzlement, abuse of political powe’r, nepotism, and the misapp’rop’riation of public ‘resou’rces. These co’r’rupt p’ractices cont’ribute to social inequality and unde’rmine justice and accountability within society. The play demonst’rates how the ‘ruling elite manipulate state institutions and economic ‘resou’rces fo’r thei’r own benefit while the masses suffe’r the consequences of poo’r gove’rnance and unde’rdevelopment.
Fu’rthe’rmo’re, the study found that co’r’ruption functions as a social pathology because it sp’reads ac’ross diffe’rent secto’rs of society and becomes no’rmalized among those in positions of autho’rity. The actions of co’r’rupt officials in the play ‘reveal the extent to which g’reed and the pu’rsuit of wealth have ‘replaced mo’ral ‘responsibility and public se’rvice. As a ‘result, co’r’ruption not only damages institutions but also weakens public t’rust and social cohesion.
F’rom a Ma’rxist pe’rspective, the study established that the play ‘reflects the unequal dist’ribution of powe’r and ‘resou’rces between the p’rivileged class and the less p’rivileged membe’rs of society. Classical Ma’rxism helped to expose the economic motivations behind co’r’rupt p’ractices, while weste’rn Ma’rxism p’rovided insight into the ideological st’ructu’res that sustain co’r’ruption and make it appea’r acceptable within society. Th’rough these pe’rspectives, the play c’ritiques the socio economic conditions that encou’rage exploitation and class domination.

The study also ‘revealed that Ogbeche advocates accountability, ethical leade’rship, and social ‘responsibility as necessa’ry measu’res fo’r combating co’r’ruption. Th’rough the eventual exposu’re and punishment of co’r’rupt individuals, the playw’right suggests that justice and institutional integ’rity a’re essential fo’r national development and social stability.
5.2 Conclusion
This study concludes that F’rank Ogudo Ogbeche’s Harvest of Corruption is a powe’rful d’ramatic ‘rep’resentation of co’r’ruption as a social pathology. The play illust’rates how co’r’ruption penet’rates social, political, and economic st’ructu’res, the’reby hinde’ring development and p’romoting inequality. Th’rough its po’rt’rayal of co’r’rupt public officials and the consequences of thei’r actions, the text exposes the dest’ructive effects of g’reed, abuse of powe’r, and mo’ral decay in society.
Using classical and weste’rn Ma’rxist theo’ries, the study concludes that co’r’ruption in the play is not me’rely an individual p’roblem but a systemic issue linked to class inte’rests, economic exploitation, and ideological manipulation. Ogbeche successfully employs d’rama as a tool of social c’riticism, d’rawing attention to the u’rgent need fo’r t’ranspa’rency, accountability, and justice in gove’rnance.
Ultimately, the play se’rves as a wa’rning against the no’rmalization of co’r’ruption and emphasizes the impo’rtance of collective effo’rts in building a society founded on integ’rity, fai’rness, and ‘responsible leade’rship.
5.3 Contribution to Knowledge
This study contributes to existing scholarship on Frank Ogodo Ogbeche's Harvest of Corruption by examining corruption as a social pathology through the lens of Marxist Literary Theory. It demonstrates that corruption in the play is not merely the result of individual moral failure but is deeply rooted in unequal socio-economic structures, class domination, and the abuse of political power. The study further reveals how the ruling class exploits public institutions and state resources to maintain its privileged position while the masses suffer poverty, injustice, and underdevelopment. By establishing the relationship between corruption, class inequality, and social decay, this research enriches literary criticism on Nigerian drama and provides a better understanding of the role of literature in exposing societal problems and advocating for social transformation.
5.4 Suggestions for Further Studies
Future researchers may extend this study by carrying out a comparative analysis of corruption in Harvest of Corruption and other Nigerian literary texts such as A Man of the People by Chinua Achebe or Our Husband Has Gone Mad Again by Ola Rotimi. Researchers may also examine Harvest of Corruption using other literary theories such as Postcolonial Theory, Feminist Theory, or New Historicism to provide alternative perspectives on the text. In addition, further studies may investigate the representation of corruption in contemporary African drama and its implications for governance, national development, and social justice.
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