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ABSTRACT
The study examined the implication of social media language on students’ essay writing in senior secondary schools in Udi Local Government Area of Enugu state. Four questions guided the study. The study adopted descriptive survey design. The area of the study was Udi Local Government Area of Enugu State, Nigeria. The sample of the study was 100 SS 2 students as drawn from a population of 1,420 through stratified random sampling technique. Questionnaire was adopted as the instrument for data collection while mean and standard deviation were used as the method of data analysis. Major findings revealed that social media language has an adverse impact on students’ writing. One common feature of social media language is the ability to limit characters in words, saving space and time. Social media language features deviate from the rules and norms of Standard English and affects the mechanical, expression, organization and content components of students’ essays. Students are affected most in mechanics because most of the features fall under the mechanical errors. Considering the study's findings, it is clear that students do poorly while writing essays because of their use of social media terminology. Based on these findings, recommendations and suggestions for further studies were made therein. 


CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The systematic use of sounds, gestures, signs, and markings to convey ideas is known as language. It is the language that is utilized to express oneself and interact with others. In order to interact with others and exchange information, one must communicate. It makes use of a method for putting words together to convey meaning. As a result, language remains a potentially effective means of communication that may be used to convey ideas and concepts as well as emotions, attitudes, and moods (Habermas, 2019). Language is a way for people to become civilized as well as a means of expressing their thoughts and feelings. In today's globalized world, it is a crucial link.
Writing allows people to express themselves verbally and mentally to one another. Good writing and effective communication have many characteristics. Through composition writing, the writing skill is developed (Swain, 2015). In order to learn a second language, writing essays is a crucial technique. The two main categories of an external English language test paper are (A) Paper I, which contains objective questions, and (B), Paper II, which contains essay questions. The three areas of the essay paper of English Language in WASSCE each receive a certain number of points each. Summary: 30 points; Comprehension: 20 points; Essay/Composition: 50 points. It is clear from this mark distribution that writing is important. Any student who fails the English essay writing component of the final WASSCE or NECO test is unlikely to pass the English course at the credit level. Despite this emphasis, the literature that is currently available from the Test Development and Research Division (TEDRD) or WAEC on students' performance in English Language indicates that, despite English language papers typically being within the experience level of candidates, students' performance has remained subpar.1

The use of traditional English writing has also decreased as a result of progress and technical improvement, a trend that is mostly linked to social media communication. Writing constitutes an "intricate" and advanced task that is the "almost difficult of language skills to acquire" (Allen & Corder, 2017). It is more difficult when non-native speakers think in their original native dialect rather than the dialect being utilized (Allen & Corder, 2017). The standards that foreigners must generally follow when writing should be automatic for native speakers.
The fastest-growing web application in the twenty-first century is social media. Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 2go, Wikis, Skype, WhatsApp, and many other applications are among the list. The emergence of smart phones, the internet, and information and communication technology (ICT) have all made this phenomenon usable.  Social media networks can be utilized for academic purposes as well as to connect individuals, foster friendships, socialize, and find information and data. There are numerous different social networking sites. In Nigeria, some are easily accessible, such as Facebook, Skype, Twitter, MySpace, WhatsApp, 2go, and sms. Socializing, learning, debating, chatting, cooperating, and networking are all activities that can be done on social media. Freeman (2016) asserts that, when used for educational purposes, social media can be a valuable tool.
Social media has become an integral part of modern life and has significantly impacted various aspects of society, including communication, marketing, politics, and entertainment. Pérez (2013) described social media as a collection of Internet-based "interactive platforms" that expand on the philosophical and technological underpinnings of Web 2.0 and enable the creation and exchange of user-generated content. Similar to this, Abusalek and Qatawney (2013) stated that social media comprises text, audio, video, photos, podcasts, and other multimedia communications. Undoubtedly, one of the most effective sources of news and information is social media. It contains numerous online technological solutions that make it simple for users to share information and resources online and connect with each other through the Internet. It is a truth that there are an increasing number of people using social networks on a global scale. In addition, social networks' capabilities are increasingly being used efficiently. Additionally, social networks are becoming more user-friendly and accessible, allowing both young and elderly people to easily establish, share, and connect through social networks. This opened up the possibility of using social media in education.
Similar to this, Bright (2014) argues that social networks serve as educational resource hubs for English language training. Social networking sites should be investigated as additions to in-class activities, according to Akinjobi (2013), whereas Yunus and Salehi (2012) believe that Facebook pages help students become proficient in their usage of English. Relatedly, according to Fatimayin (2015), social media can be used for both social and educational purposes. They can serve as socializing tools and resources for teaching and learning, respectively. Both benefits and drawbacks can be found with social media. Its effect on how secondary students spell words and write is one of its drawbacks. The poor impact on students' time management, study habits, and copying of incorrect concepts comes in second (Eneh, 2017). According to Paul and Gelish (2011), learners may not perform worse academically as a result of using their mobile phones to send text messages and access social media. However, from what observations in the classroom, social media terminology is contaminating and harming students' official writing assignments. This backs Selwyn's (2009) claim that using Facebook should be viewed as student identity politics rather than something that encourages students to participate in academic work.
In a similar vein, Will (2017) reports that 73% of teachers believe social media and texting negatively impact their pupils' grammar and spelling skills, according to a YouGov survey done on behalf of Dictionary.com. The survey also revealed that most teachers do not prioritize grammar and spelling when grading students' work, and that many students have difficulty with meaning, understanding, and grammar. In addition, 75% of teachers find it bothersome when their students utilize trendy slang or "text speak" in their work. The majority of young people (students) must typically have had trouble using the inconsistent norms of English language grammar and spelling (Egbe & Ekpe, 2017), however texting gives a quick and affordable option for them to communicate. According to a Clarion University analysis from 2010, social media language tends to be informal and is open to grammatical and non-standard spelling problems. Egbe and Ekpe (2017) report finding evidence of misspelling connected to text messaging in the composition of secondary school pupils. They went on to describe the strategies used while creating text messages, and consequently, social media messages. These consist of: Using pidgin: "dem, una de, waka" = "them," "how are u all doing?" go. Wl, stil, hav, luv, without the final letter, stands for will still have love. To, for, from, forget, into, great is  as 2, 4, 4rm, 4get, in2, gr8. U, C, N, B, R, D stands for "you, see, and, be, are, the." Good night, people, that, but, yours. Consonant clusters: gdnt, ppl, dt, bt, urs. Phonetic usage: every, other, thought, thanks, sorry, been, better (Egbe & Ekpe, 2017); oda; tot; tnx; sori; bin; beta.
Despite widespread worry, the use of language of social media in the academic work of students' is not going anywhere anytime soon. This may not imply that educators should stop correcting students and taking appropriate action. It is true that technology has greatly advanced all aspects of human life, including education. Examples include substituting computers for chalkboards in classrooms, using projectors in interactive classes, and offering online tutoring like Godfrey Okoye University in Enugu (GOU) and other colleges/distance learning programs do. Many students also use smart phones as extra notebooks, access free online books, and engage in internet-based study.
Furthermore, according to Padilla and McElroy (2015) and Villareal and Van der Horst (2018), in order to find a job with a salary that improves their socioeconomic level, professionals must possess at least a basic understanding of the English language. As a result, if English is utilized inappropriately and poorly in essays, such as by using social media language, it could make it harder for students to communicate with their teachers when they read them. If students regularly use social media slang in their writing, they might not be able to write properly in official work settings. According to Roelfse (2013), second language learners' perceptions of the world are surely impacted by their exposure to new literacy found in new technologies. Furthermore, learners' literacy practices are undoubtedly influenced by their level of contact with these social commodities. Not only do new technologies change how people live, but they also have an impact on how they think. The texts of the new technologies, according to Davies (2012), "have mutated into complex hybrid systems that have made new demands on reading and writing, viewing, social exchange, and communication." Facebook is not an exception in that using this social networking platform necessitates a multimodal strategy that incorporates verbal and texts from other websites. Social media, according to Coons (2012), is a "dialogue" and a "means [of] engaging with people." Roelofse's (2013) research stresses the changes in communication brought about by changes in electronic media communication in the use of social media in support of this claim.
Grammar, spelling, and sentence structure, to name just a few areas of writing, are often tainted by social media lingo. The text is thought to be contaminated by these writing mistakes. According to Norrish (2014), an error is a systematic deviation when a student repeatedly gets something wrong despite not having learned the material. Errors are systematic departures from the rules of the language being taught, according to Cunningworthy (2015), who also concurs. These two academics define an error as a "systematic deviation," which might be understood as a deviation that occurs frequently. Additionally, errors can be categorized as intra- or inter-lingual (Richards & Schmidt, 2022). Transfer errors, such as grammatical, lexical, or pragmatic errors, that arise from a learner's first language traits are known as inter-lingual errors. Contrarily, intra-lingual errors are overgeneralizations (Richards & Schmidt, 2022) made in the target language as a result of misunderstanding rule constraints, applying rules insufficiently, and assuming erroneous notions. The proper way to write a given language is called orthography. The word orthography, which means "correct way of writing," is derived from the Greek language. As a result, a language's standard spelling system is a component of its orthography. A writing system's orthography, which includes word breaks, emphasis, word spelling, and pronunciation, is standardized. Spelling is a concern for the majority of students, although punctuation, word breaks, and emphasis are not significant issues for learners. Spelling is a crucial component of writing in the English language (Franklin 2014).
Numerical sequences can also be used to replace one or more syllables of a word. Another option is to communicate an entire chapter entirely with numbers. Such writing could undermine formal English writing's advancements in grammar, spelling, and excellent sentence structure. If not addressed, it appears that social media language may affect or even take over learners' communication. If their writing is heavily influenced by social media, English language learners may not be able to write accurately and appropriately in the language.
Statement of the Problem
It is well known that the English language has spread around the world, making it one of the most significant linguistic trends of our time. It is used for business transactions and as a means for interacting with others as well as being the official tongue of Nigeria. Additionally, this language is used by satellites, computers, and the media. These factors make it so significant that it has continued to be the focus of ongoing research and analysis. Despite this, many students in Enugu State, Nigeria, nevertheless show little or no enthusiasm in their English language studies and performs poorly. This is because of a variety of factors, including the detrimental effects of social media. Correct word spelling is also a measure of literacy, in addition to precision in reading and writing. While spelling mistakes disclose inaccuracy, spelling proficiency reveals one's level of education. Due to the fact that writing assignments receive more credit (marks) in school exams, academics and parents are concerned about learners' shortcomings in this area. The writing of essays must consequently receive more focus in order to prevent harmful influences like social media from having an impact on students' academic writing. The issue with this study is how social media language affects students' ability to write English essays in Udi Local Government Area, Enugu State, Nigeria. 
Purpose of the study 
The general purpose of this study is to determine the implication of social media language on students’ essay writing in Udi Local Government Area, Enugu state, Nigeria. Specifically, the study determined to:
1. ascertain the implication of the language of social media on the content component of  students’ essays in secondary schools;
2. identify whether the social media language affects the organizational component of secondary school students’ essays; 
3. determine the extent to which the social media language influences the mechanical component of secondary school students’ essays;
4. examine the implication of social media language on the expression component of secondary school students’ essays. 
Research Questions 
The following research questions guided the study: 
1. What is the implication of the social media language on the content component of students’ essays? 
2. What is the implication of the language of social media on the organizational component of students’ essays? 
3. What are the implications of social media language on the mechanical component of students’ essays? 
4. What is the implication of social media language on the expression component of students’ essays?
Scope of the Study 
The present study was delimited geographically to only students in SS2 class of public secondary schools in Udi Local Government Area, Enugu State, Nigeria. The content scope involves the content components of essay, organizational component of essay, mechanical accuracy component of essay and expression component of essay writing.  The level scope is confined to SS2 students only. 
Significance of the Study 
The research is important in variety of ways. Theoretically, the study shed light on some concepts in Flower and Hayes' (1981) cognitive theory of process writing, offering chances for their validation. It might call into question the truthfulness of some claims. Writers set their own objectives in two essential ways: first, by coming up with high-level goals and corresponding supporting sub-goals; second, and occasionally, by revising significant objectives or even coming up with completely new ones based on what has been learnt. 
The findings of the study will be of practical significance to students, teachers, textbook authors and the general public.
To students, the study's findings might be helpful to scholars who pursue this line of investigation further. When students are taught how to avoid social media language interfering with essay writing, the study's conclusions may be useful in educating them about how to use social media and exposing them to clear, concrete descriptions in media language. 
The study's findings can help teachers understand the demands of their students when it comes to essay writing. By getting the students involved in the writing process, teachers may be able to make the essay-writing lesson engaging and interactive. Writing essays for class can help students develop their critical thinking skills and expand their knowledge. 
The results may prompt the planning of workshops and seminars to better prepare English language instructors for the problems posed by students' subpar performance in both essay writing and English language in general. As a result, teachers may find the study's findings useful while putting together lesson plans. 
The findings could be used by authors of English textbooks to update their works on how social media language affects students' essay-writing abilities. This could significantly help with the issues related to the widespread poor performance of students in the English language. It might also prompt a revisiting and revision of teacher education curricula in order to raise awareness about how to stop using social media slang while instructing students how to write essays. During training, trainee instructors would be introduced to the application of this strategy. 


CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
This chapter reviews the study-related literature. It was reviewed in the order that follows:
Conceptual Framework 
· Teaching and Learning English Language 
· Concept of Essay Writing 
· Social Media 
· Quality Writing 
Theoretical Framework 
Flower, and Hayes (1981) Cognitive Process Theory of Writing
Empirical Studies 
· Social media language and the content component of  essays 
· Social media language and the organization component of  essays 
· Social media language and the mechanical component of  essays 
· Social media language and the expression component of  essays 
Summary of Review of Related Literature 
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Conceptual Framework 
English Language 
The English or Anglo- monarchs of Britain gave rise to the West German language known as English (Boeree, 2014). English has been widely disseminated around the world as a result of Great Britain and the United Kingdom's economic, political, military, scientific, cultural, and colonial impact beginning in the 18th century through the British Empire. In several places, including Nigeria, it has also taken over as the dominant tongue for international communication. A variety of languages and dialects that are now referred to be old English combined to create English historically. "English" as a word is a derivative of the name Angles, who were Germanic (Anglo-Saxon) settlers that brought them to Great Britain's eastern shore (Serdechny, 2011). Dewey was the philosophical educational giant of the 20th century. In his view, the English language serves as a genuine mechanical intermediary for the transmission of observations and concepts that have existed previously and independently. As pipelines carry water to and from tanks in human habitats, language thus expresses thought. 
The most significant legacy that the British colonial rulers left for Nigeria is without a question the English language. Being used as a medium of instruction marked the beginning of English's implantation, acceptance, and function in Nigeria's body politic. Many nations utilize English as their primary and secondary language today due to the language's rising importance in the world. For Nigerians, learning English is a gateway to the world's technological behemoths. All students in Nigeria must, therefore, be able to write well in the English language. In summary, English language education in secondary schools provides students with essential communication skills, enhances academic achievement, expands career opportunities, promotes cultural enrichment, fosters digital literacy, and nurtures global citizenship. It is a vital component of the curriculum that equips students with the necessary skills and competencies for success in various aspects of their personal and professional lives. Essay writing plays a central role in English language education by promoting language proficiency, critical thinking, research skills, organization, coherence, creativity, and assessment. It prepares students for academic and professional writing tasks and enhances their ability to communicate effectively in  English The use of social media language in students' essay writing must therefore be examined. 
Essay Writing 
One of the four language skills is writing an essay. Others are speaking, reading, and listening. However, writing is the task that requires the most effort to do. Speaking, which is a frequent form of communication, makes it simpler to communicate ideas than writing does (Beare, 2010). When interested, even a young child may easily listen, although reading is typically quicker and simpler to pick up than writing. Essay writing is crucial for students' overall development as well as their proficiency in the English language. All other secondary school subjects are  in it, particularly for exams. Recent advances in English language studies, such as reading and essay contests, show a resurgence of interest in this field. According to Douglas (2014), essay writing nurtures critical thinking skills. To construct a well- essay, one must analyze and evaluate information, examine different perspectives, and present a balanced argument. This process encourages individuals to think critically, question assumptions, and develop logical reasoning abilities. By honing these skills, essay writing enhances intellectual growth and equips individuals with the capacity to approach problems and challenges from multiple angles. According to Ukwuegbu, Okoro, Idris, Okebukola, and Owokade (2014), essay writing also cultivates research skills. A well-crafted essay often requires the integration of credible sources and evidence to support arguments. Researching a topic allows individuals to explore diverse perspectives, gain a deeper understanding of the subject matter, and become more informed and knowledgeable. Learning how to locate, evaluate, and incorporate reliable sources into essays contributes to information literacy and lifelong learning. A rich sensory description that appeals to the reader's senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell, and taste is a common feature in narrative essays. Additionally, descriptive writing can create vivid images of the emotions being expressed. To assist the reader visualize the passage, it employs figurative language techniques including metaphor, simile, and analogy.
According to Ukwuegbu et al., descriptive writing use exact language, particular adjectives and nouns, powerful action verbs, and vivid imagery to bring the reader's imagination to life. Prompts can help students create more vivid images. Students can break writing a descriptive paragraph down into easy steps. This will enable them to produce engaging essay writing. Another significant essay format is expository writing. According to Banjo (2017), it entails a thorough explanation of the topic, item, or procedure. Without offering any criticism, justification, or growth, it describes a topic in depth. It provides an explanation of how something functions or interacts with another object. 
Another kind of essay writing is argumentative. The purpose of an argumentative essay, according to Scholarship Online Degree Writing Guide (2010), is to demonstrate that one's assertion (opinion, theory, or hypothesis) regarding a phenomenon or phenomena is true or more accurate than others. When there is a difference of opinion regarding a matter or a principle, proof is required. This in no way diminishes the reality that some claims are unquestionably correct and beyond a shadow of a doubt. Ukwuegbu (2014) asserts that the art of argument needs higher level deduction, reasoning, deriving conclusions, induction, and integrating it to the subject matter under debate. Additionally, it necessitates the process of drawing conclusions about propositions that aren't known or acknowledged as true from established truths in terms of principles and facts. It demonstrates how the author reasoned logically from the known to the unknown. 
This means that it must not be debatable and must be supported by solid data. It should be founded on verified facts, not be personalized but rather focused on the proposition's issue, be organized chronologically to foster coherence. A story's account uses words to create an image of what happened to a person, place, or object. The strategy gives writers the most opportunities to reflect on and write about themselves of any imaginative writing technique (Idah, 2016). A strong narrative essay gives the reader a vivid picture of the story being told. Given a narrative essay topic, the teacher directs the students to create a picture of what might occur using as many information as they can. Because the story is presumed to have occurred, narrative essays are written in the past. 
With reference to motor function and machine operation, expository essays use mental images. An analytical essay with a powerful message regarding the subject of the argument is an argumentative essay (Banjo, 2017). The disagreement could lead to misunderstandings or total exclusion. Depending on the topic of discussion, this particularly produces either favorable or negative responses from the five senses. For instance, the way a person dresses can greatly influence how others perceive them or how they themselves are perceived. People's attire is frequently highly symbolic. It is possible to express emotions using symbolism. Different kinds of imagery are embodied in descriptive essays. This is due to the fact that a descriptive essay should provide sufficient information to enable the reader to visualize the subject. For example, writing a descriptive essay on "how the storm blew in" evokes the sense of sound, describing "sunset" to a blind man evokes the sense of sight, describing a "aroma of coffee" evokes the sense of taste, and "describing the feel of a baby's skin" evokes the sense of touch (Schneider, 2011). 
Articles are literary works that are printed or published online. The essay writing test for pupils includes it as well. The topic of an article applies to all forms of essays, including argumentative, descriptive, explanatory, and narrative (Green, 2011). It might be done to spread a story, a research finding, an intellectual analysis, or a point of contention. Just the formats differ, nothing else. The ongoing writing options available to students also include letter writing. Its format is unique and distinct from that of an essay, however letter writing can make use of essay-related problems. The conventions for writing effective essays and fundamental grammar standards must be followed by students. Essay writing is a focus of this study because poor creative writing is a contributing factor in students' failure to succeed in English language classes. 
By using the term "essay" to characterize his "attempts" at self-portrayal in the 16th century, Montaign, according to Norgiuist (2012), invented the term. Aldous Huxley had previously called it "a literary instrument for expressing nearly everything about practically anything," which is when it happened. The number of definitions of essays available today is almost 1.000. The definition of an essay by Aytor (2015), who calls it a "short nonfictional literary composition," is one of them. Essay is a type of writing that focuses on a certain subject or topic, according to Akinboreewa and Olagunju (2010). The term composition is another name for it. Narrative, descriptive, expositional, and argumentative forms of essays are all possible. The essay comprises an introduction, a body, and a conclusion and covers a variety of subjects in many fields. The essay is evaluated for the purposes of exams like the WAEC and NECO based on its substance, organization, expression, and mechanical precision. According to Akinborewa and Olagbanju, the candidate's ideas and how they are developed must be connected to the main issue. This section reveals whether the applicant is aware of what has to be accomplished in the composition. The minimum word count for the candidates' essays is 450. The organization determines whether the candidate approaches the question in the appropriate manner. The writing is evaluated based on its intended purpose, such as whether it is an article, speech, professional or informal letter, etc. A proper introduction, adequate growth, good paragraphing, balance, coherence, a suitable conclusion, and expressions, they add, concern how the English language is employed in writing, are among the necessities. 
The term "mechanical accuracy," commonly abbreviated as "MA," refers to grammar, punctuation, and spelling problems. Incorrect use of tenses (using present tense in place of past), misuse of modal auxiliaries (may/might, can/could, will/would, etc.), confusion in the use of pronouns, confusion between countable and uncountable nouns, such as equipment (correct) equipments (wrong), infrastructure (correct) infrastructures (wrong), incorrect prepositions, and improper use of relatives (that, who, etc.) are examples of such grammar Any of the following are examples of punctuation errors:using the question mark, exclamation point, full stop, or quotation marks (single or double) incorrectly. Commas should not be used in the following places: between the subject and the verb, the subject and the object, the verb and complement, and basic structures where no other clauses or phrases are present. the use of small letters at the beginning of proper nouns or sentences, the splitting of words that are normally  as one word, the incorrect syllabication of words, inconsistent use of abbreviations, and the insertion of commas between adjectives and nouns, between verbs and adverbs, and between nouns and lists of words, phrases, or clauses.
Social Media
The term "social media" refers to a group of online communication platforms used for collaboration, sharing, and community-based input. Social media and ICT are concepts whose existence is dependent upon one another. While information and communication technology (ICT) is a process, social media is a medium through which ICT is carried out, and both cooperate to ensure that information and communication are efficiently carried out. ICT development has had an effect on the quantity and quality of teaching, learning, and research in educational institutions. Ololube, Ubogu, and Egbezor (2017) claim that the introduction of ICT usage, integration, and dissemination has ushered in a new era in education as a limitless system whose inculcation could aid students in information collection, organization, and access to communication in many forms. Finally, it is undeniable that the development of ICT and social media has impacted classroom instruction and learning.
Numerous social media platforms have contributed to the improvement of instruction at all educational levels throughout the world. These include Skype, Edmodo, emails, and Facebook.Blogger, Youtube, Teachertube, AcademiaEdu, and Linkedin are additional social media platforms for education. Through the inscribed or recorded representation of signs and symbols, writing is a form of human communication that embodies language and emotion. Writing typically serves as an addition to spoken language or speech in most languages. Speaking and writing share many of the same structural elements, such as vocabulary, syntax, and semantics. Writing also depends on a system of signs and symbols, typically in the form of alphabet (Enzo, 2020).
In this social media age, students’ written English in school is deteriorating. When reading some of the children's writing, one discovers that capital letters are not used to start names or to punctuate sentences. Voegtlin (2010) observed that the writing of her pupils changed as their use of social media increased. She asserted that she had observed her students' use of text-spelling abbreviations. She cited research showing that her students who are learning to write in English are more inclined to use text message abbreviations like "smthng" or "smbdy" rather than learning how to spell words correctly. Social media, according to Bryer and Zavatarro (2011), are technology that promotes cooperation, social engagement, and stakeholder deliberations. Ezemah (2013) define social media as "a group of internet-based applications that allow the creation and exchange of users generated content" and "modern interactive communication channels through which people connect to one another, share ideas, experiences, pictures, messages, and information of common interest," respectively. Social networking and social media are often used interchangeably. On social media, people can set up a profile for themselves, organize it, edit one other's posts, leave comments, and share information.
As a result, Verseter (2010) said that social media is quickly replacing other internet engagement, communication, and collaboration methods. Social media platforms, particularly Facebook, appear to be becoming more and more popular, especially among young people in Nigeria. Social media technologies have unquestionably revolutionized networking and communication during the last ten years. Social media's rise during the past ten years has surely changed how individuals communicate with one another and access the plethora of information that surrounds them and their societies. Due to the features best known as cloud-based technology, the richness of information that is available on social networking websites may now be accessed at anytime from anywhere in the world (Johnson, Adams, & Cummins, 2012).  
However, because change can be accompanied by fear as a social, cultural, and educational process, many teachers are hesitant to accept change (Fullan, 2016). However, the popularity of social networking sites truly took off after the 2002 launches of MySpace and LinkedIn. Texting "to date" would be represented as 2d8, "for you" as 4U, and "before" as b4. For example, one may just text "to whom it may concern" by writing twimc. Texting "luwamh" instead of "love you with all my heart" is also an option. (2016) BBC-Focus on Africa. Numerical sequences can also be used to replace a word's multiple syllables. A12c4 in French means "see you around" and is an example is "aun de ces quartres" (Wada, 2010). It is also possible to convey entire paragraphs solely with numbers. Chinese and Japanese are two character-based languages where this is especially true. For instance, the Chinese character "8807701314520" can be translated literally as "Hug hug you, kiss kiss you, whole life I love you." Social networking has an addictive quality, according to Nokia's 2012 Global Messaging Survey. An investigation carried out in 2014 at the Catholic University of Leuven in Belgium supported this conclusion. Following these, a study conducted at the University of Queensland in Australia discovered that "social media is the most addictive digital service on mobile or the internet," adding that "the text reception habit introduces a need to remain connected" (Wikipedia, 2010). This facility ensures that users feel connected even in situations where phone calls might be practical or appropriate. Users can conveniently reply to communications whenever they see fit thanks to this feature. Writing is a necessary component of formal English education and learning, according to Alabi (2018).
 The implication is that students read scant or no magazines, books, textbooks, or teacher notes—materials that could mold them and influence their work. In addition, Alabi (2018) asserts that skilled writers may flip between this “language of social media" and traditional writing. However, a lot of students who send and receive texts have found it difficult or unwilling to switch. Due to social media's widespread use, a new language separate from spoken and languages has emerged. According to Grinter and Eldridge (2013), communicators can make a message shorter by omitting a single letter, employing letters, symbols, or numbers to generate the right sound, or by using pre-existing or novel acronyms. The students are preoccupied with using social media and are accustomed to incorrect usage of abbreviations (such as weda for "whether," sum for "some," bby for "baby," accpt for "accept," and ds for "this"), coinages (such as HAND for "have a nice day," YOYO for "you're on your own," and TIME for "tears in my eyes," among others), clippings or shortenings. It is implied that the senders are given the opportunity to create their own meanings and, in a way, a language of their own through the use of these conversational forms. 2014; Pitfield. It was hypothesized that "The message is an important object of social value, as young people have ownership of, or immediate control over it." This increases the text message's value even further because the item traded is a representation of both young people's freedom and something personally meaningful. The use of social media language in the classroom, on the other hand, is thought to be an unsuitable type of speech that is contaminating Standard English and resulting in poorer grades on exams. This method of communication affects students spelling, grammar, and ability to compose intelligible, concise sentences, which leads in subpar performance in the topic (English language).
Theoretical Framework
The cognitive process hypothesis of writing, which Flower and John proposed in 1981, is the foundation of this work. According to Hayes and Flower (1980), effective writers engage three cognitive processes when writing: planning, translating, and reviewing. This proposed model, according to Flower and Hayes (1981), is based on the following insights: (a) the act of writing entails distinct thought processes that a writer manages while writing; (b) these thought processes are organized in a tiered, embeddable manner; (c) writing is motivated by internally-developed goals; and (d) writing goals are created by the writer's purpose for writing as well as insights that arise during the act of writing. These three processes were later referred to as planning, sentence creation, and revision by Hayes and Flower (1986, 1987), who claimed that they were "heavily interwoven" and "may be applied recursively" (p. 1107). Writers track their progress through each process as they go along and decide when to go on to the next one (Flower & Hayes, 1981).
Planning was cited as the initial writing process by Hayes and Flower (1980). When planning, writers draw knowledge from their long-term memory and the surroundings of the writing activity (the "task environment"), respectively. Additionally, writers develop a writing plan and set goals that will direct their writing in the direction of these objectives. After finishing the preparation phase, writers move on to the translation phase. Writing complete sentences while using reflective inquiry allows authors to combine meaning in a way that reflects the desired meaning (Kaufer, Hayes, & Flower, 1987). According to Hayes and Flower (1980), long-term memory contained information that may be thought of as "propositions" (p. 15). In order to write effectively, authors must convert the material they have found into a language appropriate for their work. Hayes and Flower defined reviewing as the last stage of the writing process. Writing is read and edited by writers as they review. They assess if the material satisfies the writing objectives set during preparation, discover and correct mistakes with norms and imprecisions with meaning, and fix these issues. Hayes (1996) later changed these mental operations that take place while writing to text interpretation, text production, and text reflection. 
Writers construct mental representations of information learned from reading, hearing, and perceiving graphic images while interpreting texts. As writers employ problem-solving, judgment-making, and inference techniques during reflection, these internal representations change into new internal representations. The task environment and the final cognitive process, text generation, combine to turn internal representations into written, verbal, or visual outputs. 
This theory is relevant to the study since it is based on the premise that students may use one style of writing for informal messaging to friends and a completely different style for official papers for instructors in college.  Social media jargon, however, deviates from the accepted norms of language usage. It is regarded as incorrect and unacceptable to utilize it in exams or class assignments because it deviates from Standard English. Furthermore, because social media language lacks structure, it is disorganized and difficult to understand. Due to the examiners' lack of shared contextual beliefs with the students, this renders it unclear and worthless, especially to them. The desired message is not delivered. There are also uncertainties regarding texting and its relationship to formal writing proficiency in the classroom, despite research on social media messaging demonstrating good relationships between students who text and the closeness levels of their communication (Igarashi, Takai, & Yoshida, 2015). Current research has been somewhat inconsistent when it comes to formal writing and literacy. 
Review of Empirical Studies
Social Media Language and the Content Component of Essays
The subject matter conveyed in an essay is referred to as its content. Social media language and the content component of essays are two distinct forms of communication that differ in their purposes, styles, and expectations. While social media language is characterized by brevity, informality, and the use of abbreviations, emojis, and hashtags, the content component of essays requires a more formal, structured, and comprehensive approach.
Dansieh (2015) conducted research to determine the actual impact of social media language on students at Wa Polytechnic in Ghana's writing abilities. The study's methodology was exploratory. The study involved 100 students, both male and female. Data analysis employed content analysis. The outcome showed that there is difficulty with grammar, lexis, and structure. Therefore, rather than enhancing pupils’ communication skills, social media that promotes abbreviation and disregard for grammar norms may make them worse. The area of difference is the study topic. In terms of the study's objectives, the Dansieh study is comparable to the current study. Dansieh (2015) conducted his research among polytechnic students, however this study focuses on secondary school students.
In a typical instructional setting, Odey, Essoh, and Endong (2014) investigate how technology, specifically SMS (Short Messages) texting, affects Nigerian university students' usage of the English language. It focuses particularly on students at the Nigerian College of Education, Akamkpa. The research illustrates how extensive usage of SMS messaging affects students' language literacy by using a content analysis of 250 SMS messages generated by 50 third-year students at the university and answer scripts written by these students in an exam setting. As a result of texting, they may deliberately or unconsciously incorporate the writing style used for SMS messaging into their essays. The study outlines SMS language characteristics that were found in both the students' SMS messages and the scripts for their answers. The top five characteristics are vowel deletion, graphones, alphanumeric homophony, punctuation "errors," and initialization, among others. In terms of goals, this study's and the one before it are comparable. The focus of the research, the methodology used to analyze the data, and other factors vary amongst them.
Social Media Language and the Organizational Component of Essays
Each essay has a specific language that should be employed when writing it. Writing that is formal must use formal language, whereas writing that is informal must use informal language. Whether the candidate has understood the question depends on how well they have used each of these linguistic expressions in the appropriate context. As a result, organization refers to how the candidate has set up the resources for writing. According to Akinborewa (2010), the essay writing needs to be correctly organized into a suitable introduction, sufficient development of the major ideas, effective paragraphing, balance, and coherence, as well as a suitable conclusion. The situation with other social media platforms is different because they have barely enough room to fulfill the requirements of each type of essay to be written.
Thurlow (2013) conducted a Generation Txt study? the sociolinguistics of text texting among young people. The author used essays that focus on discursive analyses of qualitative data from a study of the usage of mobile text messaging, or SMS (short-message services), by 159 older teenagers. The author looked at a corpus of 544 participants' actual text messages to analyze the linguistic structures and communicative functions. Intimate relationships and pre-existing social networks are undoubtedly strengthened and supported by young people's use of their mobile phones, but popular discourses about the linguistic exclusivity and impenetrability of this particular technologically-mediated discourse appear to be greatly exaggerated. Young people's messages are both linguistically unremarkable and serve the sociolinguistic ‘maxims' of (a) brevity and speed, (b) paralinguistic restitution, and (c) phonological approximation. The findings revealed the presence of shorten words and so many other grammatical blunder. The present study and the previous share similarities in terms of purpose. They differ in terms of area of study, research design and method of data analysis.
Nengi (2013) investigated into how SMS texts affected students’ essays in Aniocha, Delta State. The author wants to know if some of the assertions made about secondary school students’ essays in English language are true. The majority of applicants received grades in English language that, in student parlance, are best described as "gentleman passes"—the lowest pass possible in a core subject—or borderline grades. 768 local people took part in the study's descriptive survey. The results showed that individual syllables and words are replaced with single letters or numbers to compress single or multiple words. Another option is to omit entire words. Poor paragraphing and stops: I enter the house because I desire (because of what) I want. My brother is married twice. Each day there is a disagreement. The study's research goal is comparable to the present study's, but its study area and research design are different. 
Social Media Language and Expression Component of Essays
The topic of expression in essays is how language is utilized to communicate meaning. Simplicity and overall suitability of language (including, for instance, range and aptness of vocabulary) when writing essays are attributes demonstrating one's knowledge of the language in issue.
Dansieh (2011) aims to investigate how SMS text messaging has altered Wa Polytechnic students' writing communication abilities. The survey method is used in this research to investigate the extent of SMS texting among polytechnic students, any potential consequences on writing abilities, and opinions of instructors as well as learners. The paper makes the case, based on survey responses, that although mobile phones are useful ICTs for gathering and disseminating information, they may also have a negative side. For example, the SMS text messaging feature may increase students' propensity to use non-standard usage and contracted forms of English words in their coursework, exams, and research reports, particularly in academic settings where English is the L2 language of the majority of students. Despite differences in research design, study location, and demographic, the study's goal is comparable to the one we are currently conducting.


Social Media Language and Mechanical Component of Essays
All linguistic features pertaining to word class usage, tense, and punctuation are referred to as mechanical components. The eight word classes (noun, pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective, preposition, conjunction, and interjection) are to be employed independently of one another. 
In Botswana's Mawa area, Bodomo (2019) looked into the effects of text messaging on children's writing abilities. Students' English writing was evaluated based on the text's structure and content. At a public sector Higher Secondary School for Boys, the impacts of blogging and pen-and-paper tools were compared using a real experimental methodology. Following the pretest, 68 second-year students were randomly assigned to one of two mix-ability groups: blogging (n=34), or pen and paper (n=34). During the eight-week treatment period, the students in both groups produced 24 texts (essays, summaries, and character sketches) from their courses in accordance with the experiment's schedule. Six seasoned English language experts served on the group that verified the pre- and post-tests. A similar-structured posttest was administered eight weeks after therapy to ascertain any differences. Two raters assigned a different weight to each component of the created rubric as they rated the students in both assessments. Each participant received the median score determined by the two raters. Peer review and peer criticism made the blogging group stand out from other groups. The research's findings demonstrated that SMS had a major impact on the structure and content of texts. The students were inspired to write with enthusiasm by technology, the internet, peer review, and peer feedback. Similar phonetic-based methods were also described in the findings, but they also included words that combined letters and numbers, such the term "b4" in his study. Homophones of letters and numbers can be used as follows: Do you want breakfast tomorrow? He tells you that you must contact him on Friday. Clearly, N must come first. (And observe. If I don't need to go there again, please come with me when I go today; Numerology homophones, such as "B4" (Before), homophones between letters, such as "U" (You), Spellings that aren't commonly used, such "Nite" (Night). In terms of design and study aims, the study is comparable to the one being conducted right now. Their study fields and data analysis techniques vary.
Summary of Review of Related Literature
The material that has been reviewed thus far demonstrates the significance of English as a press, communication, commercial, and educational language. In Nigeria's post-primary school curriculum, it is one of the most significant topics. The ability to write essays properly is a need for success in English language classes. The use of social media by students around the world has been found to have both beneficial and detrimental effects on their academic performance. In fact, several experts are presently investigating the relationship between usage of social networking sites and academic achievement.  With the development of social media, it is now feasible to speak with anyone at any time, no matter their location or distance, making the previously unthinkable conceivable. According to the cognitive process writing hypothesis, words and pictures together can help people understand concepts more profoundly than just words. Despite shedding light on the implications of social media language on students' written essays, these researches seem to be limited to short-term effects. Hence, this present study explores the long-term consequences of adopting social media language on students' writing abilities and academic performance could provide a more comprehensive understanding. 

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
The specific techniques and steps used by the researcher to carry out the study were described in this chapter. These comprise the research design, study area, study population, sample size and sampling methods, data collection instrument, instrument validation, instrument dependability, method of data collection, and method of data analysis.
Research Design
The study employed descriptive survey design. Descriptive survey research design, according to Gall, Gall, and Borg (2007), is used to engage the subjects of the study. The design is deemed suitable for this study because the descriptive research data obtained serves as a foundation for further investigation and aids in gaining a thorough grasp of the research topic in order to properly address it. 
Area of the Study
The study was carried out in public secondary schools in Udi Local Government Area. The Headquarters of the local government is situated at Udi town on the A232 highway and one of the seventeen (17) local governments in Enugu State in Southern Nigeria created in 1991. Udi has twenty-five (25) government secondary schools. Udi Local Government Area was chosen because there are a lot of public secondary schools in the area and there is high rate of failure in English Language especially in the essay section attributed to poor spelling, poor coercion of words, etc, hence the reason for the choice of the area for this study.
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Population of the Study 
All 1,420 SS 2 students in the Udi Local Government Area make up the study's population. The Statistics Unit of the Post Primary School Service Commission, Enugu, 2023, provided the information for this report. Due to their exclusion from the examination class and known propensity towards the English language, the SS 2 pupils were chosen as respondents. 
Sample and Sampling Technique
100 SS 2 students made up the study's sample, which was selected through a multi-stage approach from a total of 1,420 participants. Multi-stage procedures are typically employed in situations when the population is dispersed (Gall, Gall, & Borg, 2007). This approach was used by the researcher to ensure some degree of random selection. Rural and urban schools in the area were divided into different strata. Two schools were specifically picked from each school location. Finally, twenty-five students from each of the schools' SS 2 classes were chosen. With the aid of a table of random numbers, students were chosen. The sample size was 100 pupils in total.
Instrument for Data Collection
The researcher made use of a well-structured questionnaire for data collection. The questionnaire named “social media language and students essay writing” was divided into two sections. Section A sought responses on the bio-data of the respondents while section B was divided into four clusters. Each cluster addressed a research question and is made up of 5 items. The responses were structured on a 4-likert scale of strongly agree (4), agree (3), disagree (2) and strongly disagree (1). 

Validation of the Instrument 
The instrument was subjected to face validation. Three specialists, two in English Language, and one in Measurement and Evaluation, all from Faculty of Education, Godfrey Okoye University, Enugu, face validated the questionnaire. They each received the study's objectives, research questions, and instrument. This made it possible for them to evaluate the simplicity and suitability for eliciting the needed information. The researcher reorganized, redesigned, and updated the instrument that was utilized to conduct the research based on their suggestions and input. 
Reliability of the Instrument 
The researcher tested the instrument on a sample of 60 S.S. 2 children from Enugu East Local Government Area, Enugu State, to ensure its reliability. To evaluate the instrument's internal consistency, the Cronbach Alpha method was utilized. The test was performed just once. The instrument's reliability coefficient alpha was 0.82. 
Method of Data Collection
Questionnaires was distributed personally to the sampled respondents. They were given some minutes to read and fill the instrument. The instruments were completed and returned on the spot to ensure maximal collection.
Method of Data Analysis
Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the research questions. 
Decision Rule:
Any item with a criterion mean of 2.50 or above is regarded as agreed while item below 2.50 is regarded as disagreed.
CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS 
	This chapter presents the analysis and results of data collected. The presentation is based on the four research questions that guided the study. 
Implications of social media language on the content component of essays of secondary school students
Table 1
Mean ratings of respondents on implication of social media language on the content component of essays of secondary school students
n = 100
	S/N 
	Items 
	 ()  

	SD
	Decision 

	1
	Using social media language makes students present ideas in the essay that are not relevant to the central theme or topic of the essay
	2.65
	0.71
	Accepted 

	2
	Social media language encourages poor comprehension of essay writing
	2.52
	0.76
	Accepted 

	3
	It encourages the use of acronyms 
	2.68
	0.78
	Accepted 

	4
	It aids reversal of words or letters while reading
	2.53
	0.75
	Accepted 

	5
	It makes for difficulty in decoding syllables or single words and associating them with specific sounds
	2.95
	0.79
	Accepted 



Table 1 shows the opinions of respondents on the implication of social media language on the content component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area. From the table, the mean scores of the respondents with their corresponding standard deviation for items are seen to be within the criterion mean of 2.50 - 3.49 for acceptance level. This indicated that the respondents agreed on these items. 33
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[bookmark: _Hlk134746779][bookmark: _Hlk74284112]Implications of social media language on the organization component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area
Table 2
n= 100
	S/N 
	Items 
	 ()  

	SD 
	Decision 

	6
	Due to social media language, students do not place the addresses and dates accordingly.
	2.70
	0.76
	Accepted  

	7
	Students do not follow the guidelines that have been set for writing each type of essay
	2.11
	0.75
	Rejected 

	8
	Features like the subscript (i.e Yours sincerely, Yours faithfully etc) and how appropriate it is for the letter are not usually obeyed.
	2.63
	0.82
	Accepted  

	9
	Poor suitable opening of an essay
	2.67
	0.83
	Accepted  

	10
	Due to social media language, some students find it difficult to come to suitable conclusion in essay writing.	
	2.15
	0.68
	Rejected  



Table 2 presents the views of the respondents on the implication of language of social media on the organization component of essays. The mean scores of the respondents with their corresponding standard deviations, indicated that the respondents agreed to the item 6, 8-9 that the listed items are the implications of social media language on the organization component of essays of secondary school students in secondary schools. They rejected on items 7 and 10 as not being how social media language affect the organization component of essays.
Implications of social media language on the mechanical component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area 
Table 3 
The mean ratings of the respondents on the implication of social media language on the mechanical component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area 
n= 100
	S/N 
	Items 
	 ()  

	SD
	Decision 

	[bookmark: _Hlk135237744]11
	Exaggerated use of exclamation marks.
	2.89
	0.77
	Accepted  

	12
	Nonstandard use of apostrophes 
	2.61
	0.85
	Accepted  

	13
	Wrong use of capital letters
	2.66
	0.68
	Accepted  

	14
	Improper use of punctuation marks 
	2.77
	0.73
	Accepted  

	15
	Ignorance of correct paragraphing  
	2.85
	0.84
	Accepted  



The Table 3 presents the opinion of the respondents on the implication of social media language on the mechanical component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area. The result from the table indicated that the mean scores of the respondents with their corresponding standard deviations show that all the items listed agreed on the implication of social media language on the mechanical component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area. 
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Implications of social media language on the expression component of essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area? 
Table 4
Ratings of the respondents on the implication of social media language on the expression component of essays of secondary school students
n = 100
	S/N 
	Items 
	 ()  

	SD 
	Decision 

	16
	It promotes poor spelling 
	2.60
	0.58
	Accepted  

	17
	Incomplete sentences are encouraged 
	2.61
	0.84
	Accepted

	18
	There are instances of shortening of words 
	2.83
	0.69
	Accepted

	19
	Poor disparity of sentence structure and type 
	2.87
	0.94
	Accepted

	20
	Wrong usage of figurative language
	2.81
	0.88
	Accepted



	The Table 4 presents the opinion of the respondents with regard to the implication of social media language on the expression component of essays of students. The result from the table indicated that the mean scores of the respondents with their corresponding standard deviations show that items 16-20 listed agreed to an extent that the listed items are the implications of social media language on the expression component of essays of secondary school students. 


Summary of Findings
	The following constitute the summary of the findings of this study. 
1. The respondents agree that the implications of social media language on the content component of  essays is clear as students’ usage of social media language makes students present ideas in the essay that are not relevant to the central theme or topic of the essay. It also encourages poor comprehension of essay writing and the use of acronyms, etc
2. The respondents agree that due to social media language, students do not place the addresses and dates accordingly or follow the guidelines that have been set for writing each type of essay. These are clear indications of the implications of social media language on organization component of essay writing.
3. The respondents also agree that students’ usage of social media language resulted in exaggerated use of exclamation marks, non-standard use of apostrophes and wrong use of capital letters. These are the implication of social media language on the mechanical component of essay writing.
4. The respondents further agree that there are implications of social media language on expression component of essay writing ranging from poor spelling, incomplete sentences and instances of shortening of words, etc. 

CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUMMARY 
	In this chapter, the discussion of major findings of the study, their educational implications, recommendations, suggestion for further study and summary of the study are presented.
Discussion of the Principal Findings of the Study:
The discussion of the findings of the study was based on the specific purposes of the study.
Implications of Social Media Language on the Content Components of Essay Writing
The study revealed the implications of social media language on the content components of essay writing. The study revealed that students present ideas that may not be relevant to the topic discussed. These (and other) features did indeed occur in the formal  English of students, the presence of them in formal writing shows the inability of students to switch from informal habit to formal ones especially in examination, standard English is neglected. Thus, social media language has a significant impact on the students’ formal writing. This agrees with Thurlow (2013) who stated thus “and outsiders and other educated people alike, can understand Standard English.” Unfortunately, coded language expressions (social media messages) are not necessarily comprehensible to an outsider. Some clarification and understanding of a governing rule system is needed. For example, single or multiple words are condensed by means of replacing individual syllables and words with single letters or digits, 4rm is used in place of from, ‘2ru’ is used in place of through.38

Implications of Social Media Language on the Organization Component of Essay Writing 
The second research question probed into the implications of social media language on the organization component of students’ essays. The study found out that students’ essay organization component was poor due to the use of social media language. The finding also concurred with the work of Rosen (2019) who is of the view that regular use of social media language can impact negatively on the everyday language of “texters” the study also agree with Carlson (2014) who asserts that language shortcuts and colloquial languages are reinforcing bad habits in writing.
Implications of Social Media Language on the Mechanical Component of Essay Writing 
The third research question is based on the implications of social media language on the mechanical components of students’ essays. The study found out that social media language inevitably erode children's ability to spell, punctuate and capitalize correctly, and that children will transfer these new habits into their schoolwork seem to have some truth to them. This is in agreement with Crystal (2018) who reported that students in the UK would use social media abbreviations in their schoolwork. 
Implications of Social Media Language on the Expression Component of Essay Writing 
The fourth research question delved into the implications of social media language on the expression component of essay writing of students. According to the study's findings, students are not entirely confident using the apostrophe in accordance with Standard English norms, and those who are having trouble may find that social media message does not help. This is in line with Truss' (2013) claim that many individuals struggle with this specific aspect. The Apostrophe Protection Society is also unhappy with the abuse of the apostrophe, which may be seen, for example, on street signs and in storefront windows. The apostrophe can be taught to students for a long period, but once the students leave the classroom, the teachers lose control. It may not always be as simple as it looks for professors to control and rectify this usage of abbreviations (shortening of words) in student essays. It took longer to read through the essays because of the interpretation of the abbreviations. Time is saved by abbreviations for the writer, not for the reader. Any external examiner may have difficulty comprehending what pupils mean when they intentionally or unintentionally abbreviate on tests. The pupils should be warned that shortening sentences may result in unneeded misconceptions because doing so could result in negative grades for them. When writing in Standard English, more than half of the students abbreviate; this shows that both Standard English and the language used in social media message require special consideration.
Conclusions 
It is clear from the study's findings that students use mobile phones frequently, and many of them utilize them to access social media especially. It has been demonstrated through empirical research that generalizing the beneficial effects of social media text messaging on students' literacy could be deceptive in a setting where all respondents spoke English as their native language. Considering the study's findings, it is clear that students do poorly while writing essays because of their use of social media terminology. Even more so, a sizable proportion of pupils experience difficulties with grammar, lexis, and structure. The use of abbreviations and other grammatical irregularities in social media posting may harm rather than improve pupils'  communication skills. Students' writing abilities may be harmed by social media lingo. Given the reported addictive qualities of social media communications, caution must be used while urging pupils to use it. If this isn't monitored, pupils could become so accustomed to it that they stop seeing the necessity for Standard English constructs, even in work that is meant to be formal. Given the research's conclusions, it is clear that social media messaging and language could endanger students' ability to write, and that teachers should avoid using it in assignments and tests. In light of the students failure to comprehend when and where the usage of social media language is appropriate, it is in no way creative. Text items have no place in a professional setting. The students' abilities to write clearly are already subpar. Several reports have established this. Even among those who applied to Godfrey Okoye University for admission for the 2022–2023 academic year, the majority (63%) received a grade below credit in English in the West African Secondary School Certificate Examinations (WASSCE). Therefore, the claim that social media language is a boon because it helps learners become better writers may be valid elsewhere, but not in English. In any case, it's critical to avoid complacency and instead take deliberate, practical steps right away to stop the phenomena from further deteriorating pupils' writing abilities. Therefore, every effort must be made to assist pupils in writing in good English, whether on paper or over the phone. It must stop right away when some teachers merely grade content and ignore expressiveness and mechanical precision.
Educational Implications of the Findings of the Study
	The study's conclusions had significant ramifications for those involved in education, including teachers, parents, curriculum designers, etc. Social media vocabulary is negatively influencing students' official writing assignments, according to observations made in the classroom. One discovers that most pupils write with poor spelling, grammar, and punctuation during interactions with them in the classroom. Many people frequently use acronyms, while others have developed the practice of utilizing textspeak. This has an impact on both the grammar and spelling of the phrases that are used. This in turn portends poorly for students' language development. According to teachers who participated in a poll, social media and texting have a negative impact on pupils' language and spelling abilities. This is a presentation for teachers since there is a fundamental need for them to re-orient their pupils' values.
The majority of social media discourse is casual, which allows for grammatical and non-standard orthography problems. Concern over how social media language is influencing Nigerian students' usage in formal contexts, particularly in essays, needs to be expressed by parents. Despite widespread worry, the use of social media lingo in students' academic work is not going anywhere anytime soon. This does not imply that those involved in education should stop correcting students and taking appropriate action. Social media platforms are regularly used by both adults and students. Students love it, and many of them have accounts on many social media platforms. They also spend hours chatting, blogging, posting information and connecting with friends and family.
Limitations of the Study
There is no study without limitation hence this study is not an exceptional. The researcher used questionnaire to determine the implication of social media language on students’ essays. There is need to give students an essay to write to clearly identify these errors as such an experimental analysis.
Recommendations
The study's findings, which are listed above, have necessitated the formulation of recommendations for specific actions that will aid in the fight against the use of social media language, particularly in formal school writing. 
1. A lot of English teachers fail to teach writing, whether because they don't know how to do it or because they think it just involves writing by hand and filling in the blanks in workbooks. Teachers must educate students how to utilize the accepted form of language and instill in them suitable linguistic behavior. By continuously providing students with essay writing activities and making the required modifications, this can be accomplished. By providing timely comments and revisions as students submit essays for grading on a regular basis, teachers can then deter students from using these social media tools. 
2. The four criteria used to evaluate essay writing should be taught to the students, and they should be made aware of how utilizing social media terminology in formal writing may damage these criteria: mechanics, expression, organization, and substance. By focusing more on these aspects while instructing students on how to write essays and when grading their work, teachers can attain these goals. However, they shouldn't just concentrate on the essays' content. In addition to realizing the drawbacks of using social media messaging as a way of communication, students who want to develop their communicative skill in the English language should also consider how it affects their academic work. They ought to get into the habit of producing formal letters and essays that follow grammatical rules and writing mechanics. In order to avoid using text elements in their formal academic work, they should be aware of how they write and keep casual and formal writing separate. 
3. English teachers should emphasize the need of students abstaining from text messaging by holding public enlightenment talks outlining the negative effects of such usage on education. They can accomplish this by holding conferences, seminars, and lectures on the campus of the school where such topics would be covered, with the students being required to attend.
If these recommendations are utilized, it is believed that the social media style of communication and its negative impact on students’ academic performance, especially those learning English as a second language, and communication generally shall be reduced or possibly nipped at the bud.
Suggestions for Further Research
Since a study of this scope cannot cover every topic, it has been suggested that the following areas of research be further explored.
Given the paucity of the literature in this field, additional research should be done by other researchers in the field.
The study may be expanded to look at teachers' perspectives on students' usage of SMS language in written assignments.
The curriculum's English language material should be examined for additional issues and challenging concepts.
Summary of the Study
The study investigated the implication of social media language on the academic performance of secondary school students in essay writing in Udi Local Government Area. The research questions cover the following areas; the implication of social media language on the content, mechanical, organization and expression components of essays of secondary school students. The researcher was inspired to embark on this study because students are beginning to use social media language in their school essays thus violating the rules of Standard English. The descriptive survey design was used for the research. The proportionate sampling technique was used to select samples from the five selected secondary schools used. The sample of this study comprise of 100 students from the five selected senior secondary schools used for the study. To collect the data for the study, the researcher used questionnaire. The data was analyzed using descriptive such as mean and standard deviation. Major findings revealed that social media language has an adverse impact on students’ writing. One common feature of social media language is the ability to limit characters in words, saving space and time. Social media language features deviate from the rules and norms of Standard English, the examiner marking finds it difficult to infer the meaning of the features and even when the examiner understands some of these features because of the popularity of their usage, they are circled and penalties await the candidates under mechanical, expression, organization and content components. Students are affected most in mechanics because most of the features fall under the mechanical errors.
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Department of Arts Education,
English and Literary Studies Education Programme,
Faculty of Education,
Godfrey Okoye University, Enugu.
16th April, 2023.

----------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------
Sir/Ma,
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION
I am an undergraduate student of Arts Education Department (English and Literary Studies Education Programme), Faculty of Education, carrying a research on “IMPLICATION OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN ESSAY WRITING IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN UDI LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF ENUGU STATE”.
The research is purely an academic exercise, and any information given by you will be treated confidentially and will only be for the purpose of this study.
Please try to respond correctly to the items, as your co-operation will be highly appreciated.
Thank you for your anticipated co-operation.
Yours faithfully,


Ngwu, Priscilla C.




QUESTIONNAIRE
SECTION A
Demographic Information
Instruction: Please write or tick (√) as appropriate:
1. Name of School (Optional)………………………………………………………………
2. Gender: Male   [    ]		Female     [   ]
SECTION B
Instruction: Please, tick (√) as appropriate: 
SA	(strongly agree) 
A	(Agree)     
D	(Disagree)
SD	(Strongly Disagree)

B(I) Implication of social media language on the content component of written essays of secondary school students?
	S/N 
	Items 
	SA

	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Using social media language makes students present ideas in the essay that are not relevant to the central theme or topic of the essay
	
	
	
	

	2
	Social media language encourages poor comprehension of essay writing
	
	
	
	

	3
	It encourages the use of acronyms 
	
	
	
	

	4
	It aids reversal of words or letters while reading
	
	
	
	

	5
	It makes for difficulty in decoding syllables or single words and associating them with specific sounds
	
	
	
	





B(II) Implication of social media language on the organization component of written essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area?
	S/N 
	Items 
	SA

	A
	D 
	SD

	6
	Due to social media language, students do not place the addresses and dates accordingly.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Students do not follow the guidelines that have been set for writing each type of essay
	
	
	
	

	8
	Features like the subscript (i.e Yours sincerely, Yours faithfully etc) and how appropriate it is for the letter are not usually obeyed.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Students lack in looking for are a suitable opening of an essay
	
	
	
	

	10
	Due to social media language, some students find it difficult to come to suitable conclusion in essay writing.	
	
	
	
	



B (III) Implication of social media language on the mechanical component of written essays of secondary school students in Udi LGA? 
	S/N 
	Items 
	SA

	A
	D
	SD

	11
	Exaggerated use of exclamation marks.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Nonstandard use of apostrophes 
	
	
	
	

	13
	Wrong use of capital letters
	
	
	
	

	14
	Improper use of punctuation marks 
	
	
	
	

	15
	Ignorance of correct paragraphing  
	
	
	
	





B (IV) Implication of social media language on the expression component of written essays of secondary school students in Udi Local Government Area? 
	S/N 
	Items 
	SA

	A
	D
	SD

	16
	It promotes poor spelling 
	
	
	
	

	17
	Incomplete sentences are encouraged 
	
	
	
	

	18
	There are instances of shortening of words 
	
	
	
	

	19
	Poor variation of sentence structure and type 
	
	
	
	

	20
	Wrong use of figurative language:
	
	
	
	




