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ABSTRACT
This study examines international emigration and the challenges of human trafficking in Libya: A case study of Nigeria Diaspora in Libya, 2011-2024. Specifically, the study investigates whether Nigeria's socio-economic and political conditions influenced migration to Libya during the period under study; and if the intervention of the Nigerian government and the International Organisation of Migration has been effective in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya, 2011 - 2024. By adopting documentary method of data collection, pull and push theory and expost facto research design, the study found that Nigeria's socio-economic and political conditions influenced migration in Libya within the period of study and that Nigeria and IOM interventions were largely ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya. The study therefore concludes and recommends amongst others that the Nigerian government must prioritise youth employment, investment in vocational training and creation of enabling business environment for them to thrive to prevent a reoccurrence of the horrible experiences currently faced by Nigerian migrants in countries like Libya.
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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of the Study 
Emigration or international migration and human trafficking have become a significant global concern especially concerning the migration of Nigerians to Libya. In the last decades, the outsourcing in the border security protagonism turned out to be the central issue of the European Union (EU) as well as its member states increasing by the terms of the outer border policies. Such policies will control migration due to the sharing of the responsibilities and repercussions to the third countries and they are the ones who need to feel the political, social, and financial implications (Al-Dayel et al., 2021; Fontana, 2022). Externalization includes border control/migrant interception systems, which contain people who might want to migrate in their sources or at transit phases (Stock et al., 2019). In addition to it being closely related to global socioeconomic and political phenomena, migration across international borders concerns individuals trying to find opportunities or escape unfavorable conditions in the shape of a political crisis or deteriorating economy, or environmental adversities (Stock et al., 2019; UNHCR, 2021). 
Expatriation has turned into an important field of scholarly and policy-making concern, influenced by the high youthful population and long-lasting socioeconomic problems in Nigeria (World Bank, 2022). Nigeria migrants have been using Libya as one of their key transit countries considering the geographical position of Libya as the gateway to Europe. In the past, the fall of the regime of the Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi in 2011 during the Arab spring uprisings has turned Libya into a very unstable and divided country (IOM, 2023). This political stability, poor government effect, and the presence of porous borders have contributed to irregular migration along with subjecting the migrants to serious violations of human rights, such as detention, forced labor, and human trafficking (UNHCR, 2021; Amnesty International, 2022). 
The most populous African country of Nigeria is characterized by deep-rooted socioeconomic predicaments that drive emigration. Some of the major push factors include high unemployment level, political instability, corruption and poor infrastructure (World Bank, 2022). Statistics released by World Bank (2022) indicates that more than 40% of the population of youths in Nigeria is unemployed or underemployed, which makes many of them emigrate in search of better opportunities. There are also such pull factors as the economic motivated desire, as well as the attractiveness of better living conditions, education, and medical care (Central Bank of Nigeria, 2023). Also, several factors such as the rising cases of terrorism, inter-communal violence, and banditry in diverse parts of the country have contributed to the increased migration patterns (Human Rights Watch, 2023). 
Libya has been one of the main points of convergence in migration interaction due to its strategic means of exit point because all African migrants to Europe use this country as transition point. Nevertheless, post-Gaddafi era has made Libya very dangerous location to migrants. Such an environment has been caused by a lack of law enforcement and the existence of numerous armed groups, making it a place of abuse (UNHCR, 2021). In specific, Nigerian migrants experience extortion, sexual violence and unhumane detention conditions. These people are particularly vulnerable because women and children are easily lured by traffickers who use them sexually and as labor force (Amnesty International, 2022; IOM, 2023). Criminal networks of the Nigerians in Libya also contribute to the suffering of their fellow citizens and continuous exploitation and mistreatment patterns (Stock et al., 2019). 
Interventions regarding the Nigerian migrants in Libya have been quite comprehensive and short-term in nature. Nigerian government has coordinated efforts of repatriating stranded citizens through the National Commission for Refugees, Migrants, and Internally displaced persons (NCFRMI) in line with the international bodies including the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Some out of thousands of Nigerians have been reunited at home with the financial and other assistance of the European Union between 2017 and 2023 (IOM, 2023). Yet the skeptics dissent that the repatriation initiatives are merely treating the symptoms but not the causes of such a situation of the migration crisis, to include poverty, lack of employment, and insecurity in Nigeria (Human Rights Watch, 2023; Amnesty International, 2022). In addition, the EU collaboration with Libya on imposing border control has received massive criticism on suffering migrants by maintaining unsafe conditions (Human Rights Watch, 2023). 
Immigration of Nigerians to Libya has many socio-economic consequences on the two countries. Nigerian migrants (1) send remittances to their household and (2) to the economic development of the country, and its diaspora remittances are valued at around, 20 billion dollars per annum (Central Bank of Nigeria, 2023). Nevertheless, the tendency towards migration to Libya tends not to go through official mechanisms, making it hard to collect data and implement policies (World Bank, 2022). Also, national development is negatively affected by the out-migration of skilled young Nigerians or the so-called brain drain that significantly reduces the nationa human capital mainly in the areas of healthcare, education, and technology (Al-Dayel et al., 2021). Nigerian migrant misery in Libya also negatively affects Nigeria both on an international scale, damaging its image and contributing to strivings with the Libyan state and the countries of the EU in which it can be diplomatically compromised (Fontana, 2022; UNHCR, 2021). 
Although there is a lot of research on migration patterns in the West Africa region; there has never been any study which specifically addresses the experiences faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya since the year 2011. The need to examine the peculiarities of the immigration of Nigerians in Libya, the system of push-and-pull factors, the activity of human traffickers and the consequences of EU policies in relation to its borders with Libya have not been explored enough yet (Human Rights Watch, 2023). Considering the above, this paper will look into the notion of international emigration and human trafficking with special reference to Nigerian diaspora in Libya, 20112024. 
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The migration of Nigerians to Libya has been going on since 2011, and a complex phenomenon needs to be properly analyzed between 2011 and 2024. Although the dangerous trip to Libya has been extensively publicized as being very risky, thousands of Nigerians have risked to make the journey. Migration has underlying factors other than economic and political reasons; factors such as unemployment, poverty, insecurity and the lack of opportunities. The repercussion of this societal trend is tremendous, not just to the migrants and their families but also to both the economic and political system instalment of Nigeria. The way the situation developed in Libya after the overthrow of the Gaddafi regime in 2011 resulted in a power vacuum that increased political unrest and turned the country into a destination and source of irregular migration. It is also a discovery of many Nigerian migrants that when they arrive in Libya, they not only pass through as the stopover to other destinations, but they also suffer serious human rights violations such as forced labor, detention, sexual exploitation, and human trafficking. Although international bodies have tried to rectify these situations, the Nigerian migrants are still being treated mercilessly in detention centers as well as being exploited by the international crime networks. 
Efforts by the Nigerian government to bring home its stranded citizens abroad have been lauded. 
These interventions are however criticized by most as short term interventions which are not sustainable. These are not enough to engage into the long-term causes of migration and support the reintegration into the society, leaving the migrants who come back to the places and communities to start at the same point as they once approached the migration. This forms a never ending cycle of weakness and hopelessness. This exodus of both skilled and unskilled youths in Nigeria to Libya and other places is a major setback in the development of a country. The outflow of human resource decreases the ability of Nigeria to meet the challenges of development and naturally the families left back depend mostly on the remittances to live, with the emotional and social consequence of spending a long period disjointed. The issue creates complexity in the migration narrative, thus necessitating a deeper analysis. 
Severe post war displacement in Africa Dominating scholarly researches have neglected to focus on particularly the Nigerian migrants in Libya with the post Gaddafi situation. Much is not known about the causes of migration to Libya, experience of migrants in Libya, and socio- economic implications of the trends. Based on the above stated problem, the study interrogates the following research questions;  
1. Has Nigeria’s socio-economic and political conditions influenced migration to Libya during 
2011-2024?                            
2. Has the interventions by the Nigerian government and the (I.O.M) International Organization for Migration, been effective in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya?
1.3 Objectives of the Study 
The broad objectives of this study is to examine the concept of international emigration and the challenges of human trafficking with specific focus on Nigerian diaspora in Libya, 2011-2024. The specific objectives are; 
1. To investigate the socio-economic and political factors in Nigeria that have driven migration to Libya during 2011-2024. 
2. To assess the effectiveness of interventions by the Nigerian government and international organizations in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya, 2011-2024
1.4 Significance of the Study 
The study is both theoretical and practical. This study fits into previously produced literature in the field of migration as it examines the immigration of Nigerians into Libya in the critical time of this historical period. The studies reveal the complicated way that the interaction of social economic and political systems is used as a basis of migration processes. The inquiry combines the three essential migration conceptions such as push-pull theory and systems theory and structural violence theory to determine the patterns of migration. The current research theory models associated with deviant migration patterns and human trafficking activities and migration social dynamics in the African countries develop in the context of the findings of the presented research. 
The study can satisfy research gaps that exist in the academic world concerning the pattern of Nigerian migration by examining post-Gaddafi Libya as the last destination point every time the immigrants cross through Libya. Theoretical implications of the findings will be used by researchers to refine the existing theories of migration and produce new theoretical propositions that may be used in future research studies. 
In practice, the research findings offer valuable implications to policymakers and international institutions and more so to the civil society actors. The evidence based knowledge presented in the study allows the policymakers to receive the evidence they require to gain knowledge on the causes of migration together with realizing the experiences and evaluating the outcomes of the measures inherent by the migrants. The information will help the policymakers to design accurate interventions related to combating irregular migration and more robust protections of refugees and improved programs aimed to help migrants come back home. 
Using information collected during their research, these global agencies such as the United Nations High Commissioner for refugees and the International Organization of Migration (IOM) have been able to bring to the fore the fact that women and children are the most affected. 
Refugees (UNHCR) enhance their program activities in order to protect migrants besides fighting human rights infringement. This study gives indications on how to come up with strategies that enhance collaboration between organizations and national/regional governments in a quest to manage movement of migration. 
The analysis by the authors creates practical action strategies to be undertaken by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) together with community-based organizations (CBOs), which represent and defend the migrants. These recommendations serve three objectives which include strengthening community-level intervention efforts and educating vulnerable populations while supporting their decisions regarding migration. 
The study will provide knowledge about migration risks to both migrants and their families to guide better decision making and ensure safer migration practices. 
1.5 Scope and Limitations of the Study 
1.5.1 Scope of the Study 
Geographically, this study focuses on migration patterns between Nigeria and Libya, with Nigeria serving as the country of origin and Libya as both a destination and transit country. Within Nigeria, the research examines key states with high emigration rates, while in Libya, it explores major entry points, transit hubs, and settlement areas for Nigerian migrants. 
The content scope of the study covers Nigerian migration to Libya over a 13-year period(20112024), analyzing the internal and external factors influencing migration trends. It examines socioeconomic, political, and environmental drivers of migration, the experiences of Nigerian migrants in Libya, and the role of the migration routes and facilitators. Additionally, the study assesses policy changes, the impact of Libya’s post-Gaddafi instability, and Nigeria’s evolving migration policies. The research also tracks major events affecting migration dynamics, including deportation policies, border control measures, and international interventions. 
 1.5.2 Limitations of the Study 
A number of factors limited the extent of research comprehensiveness in this academic work. The analysis of migration patterns suffers from difficulty in measuring all variables that shape migration dynamics because of its dynamic and complex nature. Data limitations create major obstacles because researchers face restricted access to firsthand migrant experiences within Libya due to security challenges in addition to controlled area availability. Financial limitations limited the field investigation scope which led researchers to depend on secondary source analysis data for certain parts of this study. The research scope experienced limitations owing to time constraints of academic responsibility despite best efforts to create a comprehensive investigation. 
1.6 Operational Definition of Terms 
Migration: The movement of people from one location to another, often across national borders, in search of better living conditions, employment opportunities, or safety. 
Irregular Migration: The movement of persons outside the regulatory norms of the sending, transit, and receiving countries, often involving unauthorized entry or stay. 
Diaspora: A scattered population originating from a specific country who live outside their homeland, maintaining emotional, cultural, or economic ties to their place of origin. 
Human Trafficking: The illegal act of recruiting, transporting, or harboring individuals through coercion, force, or deception for exploitation, often including forced labor or sexual exploitation. 
Repatriation: The process of returning individuals to their country of origin, often facilitated by governments or international organizations. 
Post-Gaddafi Libya: The political, social, and economic state of Libya following the overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi in 2011, characterized by instability and a surge in migration activity. 
 




CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Conceptual Review
2.1.1 Emigration
Emigration, or the act of leaving one country and permanently settling or even temporarily staying in another is an ever-changing phenomenon, depending on the socio-economic, political and environmental factors. The idea is not new but it is as old as humanity because people and communities have been migrating to seek protection, wealth and improved opportunities. But nowadays the scale and trends of emigration are more adverse, which due to globalization, technological developments and growing socio-economic disparities among nations.
Push and pull framework tends to be used to view emigration. Push factors refer to the situations on the ground in a country of origin that causes people to depart, which would be poverty, unemployment, political instability, environmental degradation, and social unrest (Lee, 2016). As an example, in Nigeria, pressing high levels of unemployment, which impact more than 40 percent of young people (World Bank, 2022), can be viewed as a strong push factor. Existing opportunities to be moved up, coupled with endemic corruption and poor infrastructure, also worsen the situation of the Nigerians and feed the desires to emigrate. Also, security upheavals because of terrorism, banditry, and communal conflicts, especially in northern Nigeria have displaced and forced migration of thousands of people (Human Rights Watch, 2023).
Pull factors on the other hand are the perceived opportunities and advantage of destination countries to migrants. They are increased incomes, availability of good education and medical services, political security and opportunities of better living (Castles et al., 2013). To most of the Nigerian migrants, Europe is a fertile land which holds out the opportunity that they can barely find in their mother country. Because Libya is geographically near to Europe, it is a place of passing as well as a destination to some who do not intend to go there.
Emigration is not completely an economic or physical process but a psychological as well as social process. Migrants usually have a sense of mixture between hope and anxiety that sets in when they abandon their familiar surroundings to seek a possibility of an unknown future. This emotional and social aspect is very vivid with the irregular migrants taking up the hazardous trips, which are usually organized by smugglers and human traffickers. The route to Libya is also dangerous to Nigerian migrants, where they are exposed to extortions, detention, and abuse. Nevertheless, the hope to end hopeless situations at home in Nigeria tends to override the fear of an unknown prospect (UNHCR, 2021).
The consequence of emigration on socio-economics is massive to both the sending and receiving nations. In Nigeria, emigration may lead to loss of skilled work which is usually termed as brain drain. This loss of human capital compromises the national ability to confront vital development issues in the fields of health care, education and technology (Al-Dayel et al., 2021). Nonetheless there are also good sides of emigration especially in terms of remittances. The annual remittances Nigerian migrants abroad make to their families amount to about 20 billion dollars, which boost both house-hold income and economic welfare of the country (Central Bank of Nigeria, 2023). Such remittances are important in alleviating poverty and as a kind of safety net to families but cannot really replace the structural factors that motivate emigration.
Migration governance has attracted the interest of the international community in the recent years and the policies are aimed at border control, integration of the migrants and the safeguarding of human rights. Nevertheless, such measures tend to lack appropriateness to deal with the causative factors of emigration. To give an example, the European Union when externalizing its border controls to make use of the external resources of countries like Libya has not been praised by critics of the policy who have described it as rewarding these external actors with border controls at the expense of the welfare and the rights of the migrant (Fontana, 2022). This kind of policy can only worsen the weakness of the Nigerian migrants who often end up detained in the centers or fall under the control by the armed groups and criminal gangs in Libya.
2.1.2 Human Trafficking
Regarded as modern slavery, human trafficking remains a widespread worldwide problem, which incorporates millions of persons every year. According to the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons (Palermo Protocol), it is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receiving of persons, by means of coercion, fraud, or deception with an aim of exploitation. Some of the forms of exploitation incorporated in this are not limited to forced labor, sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, and organs removal (UNODC, 2020).
Human trafficking is defined as the way of recruiting, transport, transferring, hiding or obtaining individuals using threat or other kindred forms of manipulation that might include con, kidnapping, and fooling of stranded individuals. It is tantamount to payment or taking of payments in order to gain the favors of an individual who dominates others, in order to exploit them (UNODC, 2018). In order to succeed in qualifying an act as trafficking in persons, then the act is expected to reach three key elements, the first being recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or reception of persons. The second is the use or threat of force, coercion abduction, fraud, deception and abuse and third element is reason. This may be due to taking the advantage of weakness of other people, forced labour, sexual exploitation, slave and organ harvest.
The number of ways through which different people can be transplanted within or between states by all means and many similar reasons as organ harvesting, sexual exploitation, domestic slavery and exploitation of many other fair and unfair labour markets are thereby infinite. Despite this natural diversity, this sexual abuse focus of the trafficking field has become distorted over a long period of time (Cockbain & Bowers, 2019). Human trafficking is a well organized crime which involves numerous individuals. It is not a single activity but a chain that has individuals in the transaction of commission of crime doing certain duties.
This organised crime has got recruiters. They are individuals who visit villages and defraud young girls and boys through their parents. They provide parents with a feeling they are helping their relations to get a better education, job without being fully aware of what is going to happen with their children. Recruiters comprise sisters, brothers, in-laws, drivers, businessmen and women, law enforcement officials etc. The targeted victims will be taken through each step until they reach their intended places where these little girls and boys will be sold to madams and ogas that require their services (Okeshola & Adenugba 2018, p.41).
Traffickers use two tools, which are deceit and force, to net their victims. Trafficking of human beings is an illegal activity and therefore, people who engage in trafficking tend to be the relations, friends, neighbours and acquaintances of the victims.
Most of the Nigerians that are forced to work are humanly not secured. They are vulnerable through their quest of employment or greener pasture. With the nature of human insecurities, forced labour thrives and consequently heightens the amount of human trafficking (Yousaf, 2018). The high rates of human insecurity in Nigeria are credited to the increase in the number of human beings leaving their premises and likely to be exploited. Examples of the human security threats are natural disasters, health, social, poverty, environmental, and food security (Dajahar & Danfulani, 2018).
Human security in Nigeria issues in the recent past are massive and grave because of the string of internal conflicts taking place. Such as the terrorism issue of Boko Haram in the northeast, armed banditry in the north west, confrontation of herders/crop farmers in north central and an attempt to secede by the Igbos of the southeast to name but a few. All these in combination with the fact that the country has a high level of poverty and the inability of government to provide citizens with a favorable environment to display their potential, have forced large numbers of the people into crime. Currently the level of arms, drug and persons trafficking (TIP) is rising geometrically in the state of Nigeria.
The vast domestic conflict and ethnic division also form part of human insecurity that causes human trafficking (Akee, et al, 2010). InTERNAL conflict and ethnic fragmentation cause women to be trafficked across Turkey country into Italy, Spain Netherlands, and others to work as prostitutes. Child fostering has been promoted by poverty in Nigeria. It is a scenario whereby the illiterate and rural parents will send off their children to relatives in the towns so that they can access more education and jobs. In majority of the times, these children become child labourers. Moreover bad socio economic conditions including being unemployed, out of school, and uneducated and unemployed parents represent one of the reasons of young women who leave the rural regions and come to the cities and cities to Europe (Okonofua et al, 2014). Although these girls and young women are aware of the implication of such moves, most of them are not aware of the dangers involved. It is the opinion of many that although risky, sex trafficking and resulting risks (STDs and HIV/AIDS) would alter there economic prospects.
The cause of the heavy influx of asylum seekers and migrants to Europe is explained by human insecurity (Gimenez-Gomez, et al. 2018). The Nigerians and the Africans that are trying to migrate into the EU are either on the run fleeing poverty, violent civil conflicts, political persecution, abuse of human rights and ethnic tensions in their home state. Nankobe (2018) assumes that unemployment, high income, family support, and search of the quick money and poverty are the factors motivating homeless Nigerian women to be the sex workers in Italy. As a support to the aforementioned, it was emphasized by Okeshola and Adenugba (2018,p.41) that ILO/IPEC report indicates that 8 million of the Nigerian children are exploited in child labour and 4 out of 10 Nigerian street children and hawkers are trafficked children due to poverty… the interest of the potential Nigerian victims to migrate is exploited by the perpetrators to recruit and initially obtain their cooperation or obedience before switching to more violent means but upon relocating to the other state or
Most of the Nigerian sex workers migrate to Italy as victims of trafficking. It is indicated that, Nigerians who are sex workers are supporting their families back at home. Employment in Nigeria might not enable them to support their family members in terms of food, rent and schools fees. There is an unemployment issue in Africa. The case is not any different in Nigeria. Unemployment of youths is high in Africa and hence finding a job that pays reasonable salary is hard. Because of this condition, Women who are in dire need of work are cheated and they become victims of human trafficking. Traffickers can most certainly manipulate people with no economic means with the prospect of a better life and it is easy to tempt them. Nkem (2021, p. 155) asserts that being ignorant of the consequences that await them, such people will readily agree to be smuggled by means of undocumented migration channels to wealthy cities and countries and have been caught in the act of either internal or external human trafficking. The rate of unemployment in Nigeria has never been low. Large numbers of youth every year go out of secondary institutions and higher institutions without jobs. They will do anything anywhere, just as long as they have something to do so as to work productively after years of trolling the street in quest of non-existent employment opportunities.
Human trafficking breeds in socio-economically vulnerable settings, political instability and poor governance. Nigeria is one of the leading human trafficking sources, transits, and destinations, which explains the circumstances under which this type of illegal trade thrives. One of the major causes of vulnerability to trafficking is poverty, unemployment and illiteracy as factors that subject individuals especially women and children to trafficking. Also, the practice is further enhanced by the social and cultural values that permit child labor and underage marriage (Afolayan et al., 2008; Okojie, 2009).
The exodus of Nigerian nationals to Libya is an urgent one. The fact that Libya is one of the countries that migrants going to Europe use on their way has provided a fertile ground to trafficking rings. These networks take advantage of the predicament of the migrants offering them safe passage to Europe only to end up using them in the most brutal forms of abuse and exploitation. Amnesty International (2022) confirms that most of the Nigerian women who are trafficked to Libya are either sold into prostitution or domestic slavery in a situation which is mostly very violent and coercive.
There are complexities of fighting human trafficking. First, the illegal practices involved in the trafficking operations allow one to monitor and eliminate the networks in an ambiguous way. Traffickers tend to cross the boundaries and therefore international efforts are needed to deal with the problem. Second, the stigma that is attached to trafficking is a barrier to reintegration of the victims especially those in sexual prostitution into the society. Some victims may not want to get assistance or report what happened to them because they are afraid of judging or punishment (NAPTIP, 2020).
Others who have been involved in curbing human trafficking in Nigeria include the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) aiming at prevention, protection and prosecution. The agency however encounters significant challenges such as the lack of resources, little awareness by the masses and the cross-border nature of the trafficking networks. The case of the UNHCR and the International Organization of Migration (IOM) has also played a key role in combating the conditions of the victims of trafficking both in global and transit environments like Libya. Concept of forced labour can even be related through human insecurities perspective. Human insecurities have been found to cause the spread of forced labour leading to massive human trafficking. The increasing rate of insecurity among human beings compounds the rate at which people run out of their houses and become vulnerable to exploitation.
2.1.3 Human Trafficking Nature and Forms
There are several and different forms of human trafficking hence its specifications and labeling. Such types are forced labor, sexual exploitation, child trafficking, household slavery, and organ trafficking. Knowledge on the nature and forms of trafficking is important to come up with specific interventions and policies. One of the most common types of trafficking is forced labor that concerns an estimated 25 million individuals around the globe (ILO, 2017). The victims are intimidated to work in exploitative jobs where they sometimes receive payment and in other cases receive no wages. Nigerian migrants are also often employed through forced labor in such spheres as agriculture, construction, and domestic work in Libya. These people are bonded in slavery status and the traffickers tend to control them through violence and threats.
Another common type of trafficking is sexual exploitation, which targets a vast majority of women or girls. Women trafficked to Libya by Nigerians are especially susceptible to sexual violence and exploitation, largely on the pretence of better life somewhere in Europe. It is stated in Amnesty International (2022) that a lot of women are coerced into prostitution or even used to work at brothels, which makes them experience severe physical and psychological trauma. Child trafficking is especially severe a form of exploitation in that a child is recruited and forcefully exploited in terms of work, sexual exploitation or as child soldiers. Poverty, Cultural attachments and ignorance are two of the factors that cause child trafficking in Nigeria. A large number of trafficked children are made to work under dangerous conditions or sold to commercial sex trade (Okojie, 2009). However, less popular, but very profitable, and very secretive is organ trafficking. Most of the time the victims are tricked into some medical actions just to have their organs sold out to black markets. This type of trafficking is also challenging because it is hard to notice since it is secretive (UNODC, 2020).
2.2 Thematic review
2.2.1 Socio Economic Situation in Nigeria and Migration
International migration and especially informal migration to North African countries like Libya have long had the socio-economic dimension of the population of Nigeria as one of the key instrumental factors. Chronic poverty, elevated levels of unemployment, underdevelopment, and structural inequalities have made Nigeria such an environment that has driven different people, particularly the youth, both in the urban and rural regions, to pursue a better life in foreign nations (Omoniyi, 2019; Egede, 2021). The festering economic situation, which is more characterized by elevated inflation rates and lack of employment opportunities, has made life even more challenging to the vast layers of the population who are left with no other choice other than seeking migration as a perceived means of economic liberation (Adepoju, 2022).
Over the past one decade, the rate of youth unemployment has been very high in Nigeria. The National Bureau of Statistics (2023) estimates that over 40 percent of Nigerians between the age of 15 and 34 either are unemployed or are underemployed. It is a structural problem that has aggravated the feeling of hopelessness of the youths in this nation and exposed them to the risk of irregular migration and in most cases human trafficking. Researchers like Afolayan et al. (2020) and Olusola (2022) have highlighted that the financial struggle of most of the Nigerian population is the facilitating factor when deciding to leave the country, and Libya is one of the most frequent destinations or stopovers due to its geographical location and labor needs over time.
The situation is worsened by the prevalence of rural under development in Nigeria. The insufficiency of infrastructures, unfavorable availability to high-standard education, low-quality medical services, and the absence of social mobility within the rural population lead to a high pressure of migration (Omoniyi, 2019). Most rural folks view migration as a means to not only get out of the state of economic deprivation but also earnings the possibility of social ascendancy. In contrast, a survey conducted in north and south Nigeria and based in the rural areas, Egede (2021) revealed that more than 70 percent of the respondents noted the absence of work as their most important factor of contemplating migration to the North African region, mainly Libya. The paper has also confirmed the importance of family and community networks with regard to the reason why migration occurs since most migrants have been catalyzed by relatives who have already migrated and later sent back remittances.
Remittances indeed have become a survival strategy of most of the households in Nigeria. Alabi (2020) has noted that remittances received by Nigerians in Libya and other Northern African countries make a substantial contribution to the household income in countries where formal functioning of an economy is at a minimum. Although these financing movements may alleviate the situation in the short term, they tend to produce an idealistic culture in which migration is a question of normative expectation especially among the younger population groups. This hopeful migration is not always conceived with the opportunities but with the sense of need as the socio-economic decline takes its toll. In addition to the above, failure by the Nigerian government to adopt comprehensive and sustainable development policies has worsened the situation that gives rise to mass migration. The management that followed have not been able to diversify the economy, alleviate poverty, and the creation of employment opportunities and jobs mostly to the young graduates and the unskilled workers. According to Odeh and Okechukwu (2020), state failures, insecurity, and economic stagnation have been interconnected by explaining that the impact of the above systemic problems is not only alleged to cause internal displacement but also international migration. Particularly, their study also attributes insecurity in the northern part of Nigeria that is instigated by the Boko Haram insurgency and communal conflicts to augmented migration to Libya.
The long-term cause of the modern issues in migration has also been pointed out to be the economy of Nigeria that has been redesigned within the perspective of neoliberal restructuring of the economy of the country between the 1980s and 1990s. Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs) resulted in the downsizing of the public sector as well as the removal of subsidies and privatization of social services, which impacted the poor out of proportion to the rest of us, as well as marginalizing rural populations (Omoniyi, 2019). These reforms divided the country according to socio-economic axis which continues to be a motivation towards emigration. A more globalized world makes young Nigerians pit their standard of living against their counterparts in other countries and are likely to develop the conclusion that life under their system is not so promising and so the risky move to migrate. Notably, the country of Libya has been both a destination and transit country thus making it a very appealing route to migrants willing to reach Europe. According to Afolayan et al. (2020), the overthrow of the Gaddafi regime back in 2011 left a vacuum of power and thus the smuggling networks and trafficking syndicates flourish turning Libya into one of the cross-Sahara migration destinations. This situation has been a continuing attractor to Nigerians who are escaping the poor socio-economic conditions back home to get entry into European labor markets via North Africa, and they are not well documented, and the country is not well-protected.
2.2.2 IOM and Libyan Migration Issue
The International Organization of Support and Migration (IOM) in becoming the most outstanding intergovernmental organization in the domain of migration has been notable in reacting to the infinity migration issues in Libya, especially to that of irregular migrants and human trafficking victims such as Nigerian nationals. Following a 2011 civil war in Libya and the overthrow of the Gaddafi regime, political instability and lawlessness became the norm in Libya, which made it a hotspot of irregular migration and important to pass through by sub-Saharan African migrants on their way to Europe (Afolayan et al., 2020). It has created a vacuum in the state power, which has enabled trafficking network structures, militias and smugglers to go scot-free, subjecting migrants to exploitation, violence and gross violation of human rights.
To address these rising humanitarian issues, the IOM has adopted wide scale intervention measures, which have been targeted at the aspect of humanitarian assistance, voluntary return, and reintegration of stranded migrants. Among the primary programmes initiated by the IOM, there is the Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) programme allowing the migrants, who want to go back to their countries of origin, such as Nigeria, yet are not able to do it because of the lack of the means of transportation. IOM (2023) stipulates that more than 60,000 stranded Nigerians and citizens of other countries in Libya were returned to their countries through the VHR programme since 2017. This program has been offering more than just transportation, as this also includes pre-departure medical assistance, psychological support, as well as re-integration packages when the individuals end up in the country of origin.
Nevertheless, even with the good initiatives of the IOM, there are still major issues of ensuring that the complete issues of the migration crisis in Libya can be endorsed. Libya has also presented a logistical challenge to the organization because of its incoherent governance system, continued fighting and restricted access to detention facilities held by armed groups. According to Eke (2022), even now, most migrants, especially women, are forced to live in informal detention camps and face gender-based violence, forced labor, and extortion. These abuses have been condemned by the IOM on a large number of occasions, and the organization demands the shutdown of arbitrary facilities involved in detention, promoting the replacement of these methods and facilities with a rights-based alternative to refuse the inhumane treatment of migrants (IOM, 2021).
A second major difficulty has consisted of the small ability of the Libyan authorities to control migration flows or to protect migrants, as yet there is no single national government and militias have established. This has forced the IOM to operate within a disjointed set of actors, and at times on a case-by-case contract to gain access to migrants (Okonkwo, 2021). And it becomes very challenging to ensure long-term security and support, particularly to the vulnerable population of women, kids and victims of trafficking. Besides engaging in humanitarian aid, the IOM has also participated in the area of capacity building and reforms on governance of migration. With the collaborative work of the European Union within the so-called EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration, the IOM has contributed to advancing border management and data collection, the training of Libyan officials in the provisions of migrants and anti-trafficking measures (IOM, 2022). However, the critics believe that these programs are not sustainable to have an impact in the long run most especially in a volatile environment such as Libya (Adebayo, 2021).
As per a Nigerian point of view, working together with the IOM has been imperative in the process of repatriation and the reintegration of migrants after returning. However, according to Adebayo (2021), not only are re-integration programmes in Nigeria largely underfunded and ill-coordinated, but many of those returned are again exposed to conditions that would have driven them to migrate in the first place. Unless there are powerful follow-up actions and other means of sustaining livelihoods, there will be high chances of re-migration and re-trafficking. Moreover, the IOM has conducted a significant advocacy voice to the entire world concerning the migrants atrocities in Libya. The organization has helped to publicize the human rights violations in Libyan jails and the migration routes through its media campaigns and reports to help raise awareness on the issue around the world. They have extended pressure on transit and destination country as they should play a greater role in creating burden-sharing and protection of migrants (IOM, 2020).
2.2.3 Role of Libya as a Transit and Destination Country
The geographic location of Libya has historically made it a bridging point of migration, especially in sub Saharan Africa to Europe. Libya lies on the south of the Mediterranean Sea and borders with six African countries that is why it became not only a transit country where migrants go to arrive in Europe but also a receiving country where people go to find a new job and live. The history of Libya and political processes, socio-economic factors, and its links with the system of governing international migration help shape the dual role of transit and destination country (de Haas, 2008; Triandafyllidou & Ambrosini, 2011). Libya has a historical background of labor migration, and it has been a part of the attraction of workers all over Africa and the Middle East. In the period of the reign of Muammar Gaddafi, the state has achieved prevailing economic development due to its oil deposits. This economic boom led to a shortage of labour supply and this labour supply was found in foreign labour as they supplied labour especially in construction, agriculture and domestic work sectors. The pan-African ideology of Gaddafi also led to migration as the ruler ensured that policies were put in place that enabled the African workers to move into Libya with some freedom (Pliez, 2004; Bredeloup & Pliez, 2005). To various Nigerians, Libya provided a future of improved working conditions and salaries than in Nigeria and was, therefore, an attractive place (Alpes & Sorensen, 2016).
In 2011, however, this situation changed completely as he was overthrown by Gaddafi, which completely changed the position of Libya within the migration scenario. The resulting political vacuum, the disintegration of state apparatus, and the massing of military formations made Libya turn into an institution-less and unruly place and allowed it to become the hotbed of irregular migration (Paoletti, 2011). To Nigeria, Libya stopped being a destination country but rather a transital country as it was a stepping stone to Nigerian migrants who wanted to cross the Mediterranean to Europe (Kleist, 2017). The geographic location of Libya has also played a major role as it is located close to Europe especially to Italy and Malta thus being a major departure point of irregular migration across the Mediterranean. Migrants can easily leave via the cities located on coasts Tripoli, Zuwara, or Sabratha, where several smuggling networks provide transportation help. These networks take advantage of the fact that there are no good border checks and control, and government in Libya, providing the migrants with very risky and expensive sea routes to Europe (Micallef, 2017; Achilli, 2018). But the process is marred with danger since a considerable number of migrants are exposed to unsafe and swarming boats and Vanishing into ships on a routine basis. As noted by International Organization For Migration (IOM, 2023), there are more than 20,000 deaths or missing migrants in the Mediterranean since the year 2011, which further indicates how dangerous this path can be.
Although most Nigerian migrants regard Libya as a transit country, there are many who happen to remain in the country either as a choice or as a result of the circumstances that face them. The decision is made especially through economic factors. Libya has a political instability but still the wealth of oil and need of cheap labor to work makes people migrate. Libya informal economy can be a perfectly valid employer to many Nigerians and the common jobs Nigerians perform in Libya include cultivation, constructional work and working in households. Nevertheless, due to the absence of legal safeguards and high rates of exploitative work environments, such migrants very often find themselves enduring mistreatment, exploited wages, and unfavorable treatment of labor (Amnesty International, 2022).
Brands of human trafficking and smuggling rings operating in Libya also make the country a destination nation. The networks have taken advantage of lawlessness in Libya to set up profitable networks where people are extorted, forced labor, and sexually exploited. Most of the Nigerian women are also susceptible to trafficking, especially those whose freedom is taken away in order to practice prostitution or other act of violence against them as a gender. According to the voices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR, 2021), a vast number of women and girls in Libya are part of the victims of trafficking, which exemplifies how migration risks are gendered.
The international migration policies especially European Union (EU) have further complicated the fact that Libya is a transit as well as a destination country. In their attempts to minimize the irregular migration, the EU has collaborated with the Libyan authorities to seal the migrant boats and send them back to Libya. Whereas the policies are meant to reduce the numbers of migrants going to Europe, they have resulted in a lot of criticisms pertaining to the increasing numbers of migrants in Libya. Libya has a reputation of detention centers where migrants who are intercepted end up in. The inhumane conditions there include overcrowding, absence of amenities, physical abuse among others. Human Rights Watch (2023) reports that extensive use of torture, sexual violence, and forced labors, among other human rights violations have been reported in such facilities, points which highlight the human rights implication of EU-Libya migration policies.
With Libya being a transit country and a destination country, there are serious implications on its socio-economic and political environments to Nigeria. On the one hand, transportation to Libya offers an economic support to many of the families of Nigerians via remittance. Although these are usually informal transfers, and are thus hard to track, they form part of the household incomes and contribute to the provision of basic needs among the citizens, including education, healthcare, and housing (World Bank, 2022). Conversely, skilled and unskilled labor migration does not auger well with the growth of the Nigerian economy. Such an alleged brain drain effect back at home combined with the social burden of family separation and the exploitation of the migrants of Nigerian heritage on their new soil highlights the need to develop sounder migration control policies.
There are also more general geopolitical implications of the role that Libya has in relation to providing transit and destination countries. Being a center of migration, the country has been under international focus especially by the European countries which are eager to direct migration flow. Nevertheless, the dependency on Libya as a migration buffer state has faced flak of perpetrating instability and human rights violation. In the case of Nigeria, the populations treatment in Libya will negatively affect its image in the global mass and also defame it in terms of its ability to defend its citizens abroad.
2.3 Theorical Review
Global emigration is a topic of a strong theoretical research in the domain of international relations and migration studies. A number of theories have tried to define the dynamics of cross border movements especially in unstable, underdeveloped and unequal world settings. This study has relied on three theories to reveal how the Nigerians came into Libya as emigrants between 2011 and 2024: The worlds systems theory, and the Neo-Realism (Structural Realism). 
2.3.1. World Systems Theory
A macro-level analysis of global migration is provided by World Systems Theory (WST) developed by Wallerstein (1974) which both global migration within the context of global capitalism alongside structural inequality. WST explains the division in the world into core, semi-peripheral, and peripheral states. The world economy and politics have become dominated by the core countries (such as the United States and Western Europe) and the periphery countries (such as Nigeria) are economically dependent and politically unstable resulting in a systemized underdevelopment.
Nigeria in this context is one of the peripheral states of the world economy and has been marginalized by it. Years of economic exploitation, the power of multinational corporations and unequal trade relationships have hampered the process of industrialization and formed high unemployment rates and poverty (Castles, de Haas & Miller, 2014). This leads to migration as searching of green pastures by people trying to get away with a peripheral status that global capitalism put their country in.
Libya being semi-peripheral still acts as a destination and a transiting country owing to its geographical location to the European region in the regional economy. Migrants usually accept low-paid working conditions in Libya or money to smugglers to make perilous migrations across the Mediterranean Sea (IOM, 2017). Thus, WST allows us to understand Nigerian emigration not merely as a result of individual dissatisfaction but as a structural consequence of Nigeria’s position in the global economic hierarchy.
Furthermore, the presence of international organizations and their limited capacity to protect migrants in Libya underlines the systemic neglect of peripheral populations. The cyclical and dependent nature of migration from Nigeria to Libya and onward is thus not accidental but a product of the global capitalist structure and historical patterns of inequality (Bakewell, 2009).
2.3.2. Neo-Realism (Structural Realism)
Neo-Realism or Structural Realism, developed by Kenneth Waltz (1979), is a theory of international relations that emphasizes the anarchic nature of the international system. In a world where no supranational authority governs state behavior, each state must prioritize its own survival and security. States act rationally in pursuit of power and relative gains, leading to a competitive international environment.
This theory is particularly useful in explaining the state behavior of Libya and Nigeria, especially during and after the 2011 Libyan revolution. The collapse of the Gaddafi regime created a vacuum of authority, leading to widespread conflict and the rise of militias. From a Neo-Realist perspective, Libya's descent into anarchy reduced its capacity to control migration or protect foreign nationals within its borders. At the same time, Nigeria’s internal security crisis and economic mismanagement reflect its weakness in ensuring the welfare of its citizens, prompting outward migration (Ogbonnaya & Ehizuelen, 2021).
Furthermore, Neo-Realism explains how international actors like the European Union externalize border control to transit states such as Libya. Funding and training Libyan coast guards and establishing detention centers are examples of realist strategies by European states to reduce migration flows to their territory, thereby preserving national interest and sovereignty (Fargues, 2017). Migrants, particularly Nigerians, become victims of these geopolitical calculations.
Thus, Neo-Realism shifts the focus from individual and economic motivations to the role of state interests, security dilemmas, and international anarchy. It emphasizes that migration is also influenced by the actions and inactions of states responding to perceived threats and opportunities in an uncertain global environment.
2.4 Empirical Review
Afolayan et al. (2020), in their study titled Post-Gaddafi Migration Trends: Nigeria to North Africa, conducted a quantitative analysis using migration data sourced from international databases and Nigerian migration records. Their research revealed a sharp increase in migration to Libya after the collapse of the Gaddafi regime in 2011. They found that Libya had become both a transit and destination country for Nigerian migrants, particularly those from the economically and politically unstable northern and southern regions of Nigeria. The study recommended strengthening bilateral agreements between Nigeria and Libya to better manage migration and protect migrants’ rights through coordinated policy frameworks.
Adepoju (2022) authored the article Demographic Dynamics of Nigerian Migrants in Libya, using survey-based data collected from 500 Nigerian migrants currently residing in Libya. His research revealed that most migrants were young adults between the ages of 18 and 35, driven primarily by the desire for improved economic opportunities abroad. He also emphasized the central role of smuggling networks in the migration process, given the lack of legal and formal migration routes. Adepoju recommended that the Nigerian government should establish safe migration corridors and invest in youth empowerment programs to discourage irregular migration patterns.
Ojong (2021) explored irregular migration routes in her work titled Perilous Journeys: Irregular Migration Routes from Nigeria to Libya. Using qualitative interviews with 50 Nigerian migrants who had traversed the Sahara Desert, she documented the severe risks migrants faced, including dehydration, starvation, and, in many cases, death. She also pointed out the heavy financial toll migration places on families, many of whom sell valuable assets or go into debt to fund their relatives’ journeys. Ojong recommended intensified public awareness campaigns and targeted interventions aimed at discouraging dangerous, irregular migration practices through education and support structures.
Omoniyi (2019) in his study titled Push Factors in Nigerian Migration to Libya, performed an economic analysis drawing from national statistics on poverty, unemployment, and inadequate infrastructure. He concluded that socio-economic hardship—particularly high unemployment rates, inflation, and limited access to social amenities—was the most significant driver of Nigerian migration to Libya. These conditions left young Nigerians, especially in rural areas, with very few prospects for upward social and economic mobility. Omoniyi recommended large-scale economic reforms, job creation strategies, and investments in rural development to address these root causes and reduce the motivation for irregular migration.
Egede (2021) authored Unemployment and Migration: A Nigerian Perspective, which focused on the link between unemployment and migration through a survey of 1,000 individuals in rural communities. His findings revealed that over 70% of respondents listed unemployment as the main reason for considering or undertaking migration to Libya. Egede also noted the influence of social networks, where relatives who had previously migrated played a motivational role. His recommendations included prioritizing employment generation, particularly for unskilled labor, and creating rural development programs that provide economic alternatives to risky migration ventures.
Odeh and Okechukwu (2020) examined the influence of political instability on migration in their article Political Instability and Migration Patterns in Northern Nigeria. Using a case study approach, they analyzed regions affected by Boko Haram insurgency and communal violence. The findings highlighted how these conflicts not only led to internal displacement but also pushed many residents to migrate abroad for safety and stability, with Libya serving as a major transit hub. The study recommended sustained conflict resolution efforts, improved security in affected regions, and comprehensive resettlement programs to reduce the outflow of migrants seeking refuge outside Nigeria.
Afolabi (2020), in his research titled Human Rights Abuses of Nigerian Migrants in Libya, conducted in-depth interviews with Nigerian returnees to document their experiences while in Libyan detention centers. The findings were deeply troubling, revealing widespread human rights abuses, including physical assaults, extortion, forced labor, and inhumane living conditions. Migrants reported being held for indefinite periods without trial. Afolabi emphasized the urgent need for international monitoring of detention conditions in Libya and recommended the establishment of legal protection frameworks and bilateral advocacy initiatives to ensure the safety and dignity of Nigerian migrants abroad.
Eke (2022) in her article titled The Plight of Nigerian Women Migrants in Libya, focused on gender-based violence by conducting interviews with Nigerian women who had experienced sexual exploitation. Her study highlighted how many women were trafficked under the guise of employment opportunities but ended up in forced prostitution or domestic servitude. These experiences often led to long-term psychological trauma and emotional instability. Eke strongly recommended the introduction of psychological rehabilitation programs for returnees, enhanced border monitoring to intercept traffickers, and international collaboration to penalize individuals and groups involved in trafficking operations.
Okonkwo (2021) explored economic exploitation in his article Economic Exploitation of Nigerian Migrants in Libya’s Informal Labor Market. Through field interviews and observation, he discovered that Nigerian migrants often worked in dangerous conditions, received wages far below legal standards, and lacked access to legal or social protections. Local Libyan employers were frequently complicit in these abuses, taking advantage of migrants’ irregular status. Okonkwo recommended bilateral agreements between Nigeria and Libya to safeguard the rights of Nigerian workers, alongside support for legal migration channels that offer protections under host country laws.
Alabi (2020), in his study titled Economic Impact of Migration: The Role of Remittances in Nigeria, examined the financial influence of migration by analyzing remittance flows using data from the Central Bank of Nigeria and household surveys in both urban and rural areas. His findings indicated that remittances from Nigerian migrants in Libya played a significant role in supporting family incomes, especially in rural communities. However, he noted that the irregular nature of this migration limited access to formal remittance channels, reducing the potential for broader economic development. Alabi recommended the formalization of remittance pathways and policies to encourage the productive investment of migrant income in Nigeria.
Olusola (2022), in his article Brain Drain and the Migration of Skilled Nigerians to Libya, conducted a mixed-method study involving interviews with Nigerian professionals who had either migrated or considered migrating to Libya. His research identified a concerning trend where skilled workers, including engineers, nurses, and teachers, were leaving Nigeria due to poor working conditions and limited career prospects. Olusola argued that this outflow of talent weakened the country's ability to develop vital sectors like healthcare, education, and technology. He recommended policies focused on retaining skilled labor through improved working conditions, competitive wages, and professional development opportunities in Nigeria.
Adebayo (2021) analyzed reintegration policies in his study titled Reintegration of Nigerian Returnees from Libya: Gaps and Opportunities. Using interviews with government officials and returnees, Adebayo found that while several reintegration initiatives had been launched, most were underfunded and lacked sustainability. Many returnees, upon arriving in Nigeria, were confronted with the same economic challenges that had originally prompted their migration, resulting in a cycle of re-migration. His study recommended a multi-stakeholder approach that includes government agencies, private sector partners, and civil society to ensure that reintegration programs are adequately funded, skill-based, and long-term in scope.
Eze (2022), in his article titled Community Responses to Irregular Migration in Nigeria, focused on the grassroots level by evaluating the contributions of local NGOs, faith-based organizations, and community groups. Using fieldwork and structured interviews in southern Nigeria, Eze highlighted how these groups provided critical services such as vocational training, counseling, and short-term financial aid to returnees. However, he observed that these interventions were fragmented and uncoordinated, which reduced their overall effectiveness. Eze advocated for better coordination among stakeholders and the creation of a national framework that supports community-based initiatives as part of a broader migration management strategy.
2.5 Gap in Literature
Despite the breadth of scholarly research on Nigerian migration to Libya, critical gaps persist in the existing literature, particularly regarding the intersection between international migration and human trafficking within the Nigerian diaspora. While a considerable number of studies have explored the economic and political drivers of migration, limited attention has been given to how international systems, transnational criminal networks, and weak institutional frameworks contribute to the trafficking of Nigerian migrants in Libya. Much of the literature has also overlooked the geopolitical dynamics and foreign policy implications of Nigeria’s engagement with North African states, especially Libya, in addressing migrant exploitation. Furthermore, the role of international organizations and bilateral cooperation mechanisms in combating trafficking and protecting diaspora populations remains under-examined. This study, therefore, fills a crucial gap by focusing on international emigration and the challenges of human trafficking as experienced by the Nigerian diaspora in Libya from 2011 to 2024.

CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Theoretical Framework
This study is anchored on the Push-Pull Theory of Migration, which remains one of the most foundational theoretical perspectives used to understand human migratory movements. The theory was first conceptualized by Everett S. Lee in 1966, who proposed that migration is not a random or arbitrary action but rather a rational response to certain pressures and incentives operating in both the country of origin and the destination. According to Lee, migration is driven by push factors, which are negative circumstances that compel individuals to leave their current location, and pull factors, which are positive aspects that attract individuals to another location (Lee, 1966). Over the decades, this theory has been employed extensively to explain voluntary and forced migration trends, including those related to economic disparity, political conflict, and socio-cultural factors.
Core Tenets of the Push-Pull Theory
At its core, the Push-Pull Theory posits that migration results from a disequilibrium in development, opportunity, and safety between two geographical regions. According to Lee (1966), the key elements involved in migration decisions include:
1. Push factors: These are negative conditions present in the home country that "push" individuals to leave. Examples include high unemployment, poverty, armed conflict, human rights violations, environmental degradation, and systemic corruption. In the Nigerian context, factors such as youth unemployment, Boko Haram insurgency, banditry, police brutality, economic inflation, and political instability serve as major push factors.
2. Pull factors: These are the perceived benefits or favorable conditions in the destination country that "pull" migrants toward it. These could include availability of jobs, higher wages, social security, political freedom, and better quality of life. In the case of Libya, many migrants from Nigeria are attracted by its geographical proximity to Europe, access to informal job markets, and the belief that Libya can serve as a transit point to Europe.
3. Intervening obstacles: These include the practical difficulties that might deter or delay migration such as visa restrictions, lack of financial resources, dangerous travel routes, or closed borders. For Nigerian migrants, Sahara Desert crossings, human traffickers, armed militia, and exploitative smugglers form critical intervening obstacles in their journey to or through Libya.
4. Personal factors: Lee also acknowledged that individual characteristics, such as age, education level, social networks, aspirations, and personal resilience, affect how people respond to the same environmental pressures. Two individuals in similar economic situations may make entirely different migration decisions based on their perceptions, ambitions, or access to migration channels.
3.1.2 Application of the Theory 
The Push-Pull Theory offers a robust analytical tool for understanding the emigration of Nigerians to Libya between 2011 and 2024. The study investigates a time frame that encapsulates significant political, economic, and social changes in both Nigeria and Libya.
On the push side, Nigeria’s challenges have remained persistent. Issues such as the collapse of public infrastructure, rising poverty rates, corruption in governance, militant insurgency in the North East, and a weak job market have created an environment of hopelessness among many citizens, particularly the youth. According to the National Bureau of Statistics (2021), youth unemployment rates have surpassed 40%, creating desperation and a search for alternatives, no matter how dangerous. Many young Nigerians perceive little opportunity for economic advancement or political inclusion, making migration a viable escape route.
On the pull side, Libya, despite undergoing civil conflict since the fall of Muammar Gaddafi in 2011, continues to serve as both a destination and a transit point for African migrants seeking access to Europe. Libya’s proximity to the Mediterranean Sea, combined with its historically porous borders and long history of using foreign labor, has made it a magnet for migrants, even amidst widespread instability. Migrants often believe that opportunities—either in Libya itself or onward into Europe—are still within reach despite the risks (IOM, 2020).
Europe as the destination country, which is also on the pull side. Nigerians perceive Europe as a land of greater economic prospects, driven by; higher wages and Income Potential, high employment rate, improved standard of living, e.t.c (Eneasato Benjamin- Migration across the Mediterranean 2020.)
The application of the theory also enables the study to explore how international and the IOM interventions have shaped these migration flows. Despite efforts by the Nigerian government and the IOM to raise awareness about the dangers of irregular migration, repatriate stranded migrants, and provide reintegration support, thousands of Nigerians continue to leave for Libya each year. The Push-Pull Theory helps explain this paradox by emphasizing the strength of structural push factors in Nigeria and the persistent perception of pull factors in Libya and Europe. This theory can illuminate how intervening obstacles—such as harsh detention conditions in Libya, trafficking networks, or anti-migration policies of EU states—modify but do not fully deter the migration flow. These barriers, while formidable, often only serve to reshape migration routes rather than end the migratory aspiration altogether. By grounding the study in the Push-Pull Theory, this research is better positioned to evaluate the underlying causes of migration, the motivations of migrants, and the effectiveness of policy responses. It also allows for a layered understanding of migration as a process affected by macro-level structures and micro-level choices.
3.2 Hypotheses 
1. Nigeria’s socio-economic and political conditions influenced migration to Libya during this period ; 2011-2024.
2. The interventions by the Nigerian government and the IOM has been effective in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya
3.3 Research Design
This study adopts an ex post facto research design, which is suitable for studies investigating causal relationships between variables that cannot be manipulated by the researcher. The design allows for the assessment of past events, particularly the factors responsible for the emigration of Nigerians to Libya, and the outcomes of policies implemented in response. According to Kerlinger (2015), ex post facto research is ideal for exploring phenomena where the variables have already occurred and cannot be manipulated due to ethical or practical constraints. This design supports objective analysis based on observable and recorded events, which aligns with the retrospective nature of this study.
3.4 Method of Data Collection
The research relies solely on documentary method which uses secondary data. Data are sourced from a variety of credible publications and databases, including Government reports from agencies such as the National Commission for Refugees, Migrants and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. International organizations' reports including publications from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the International Labour Organization (ILO). Academic journals and books focused on migration studies, political economy, and African diaspora. News media and migration data repositories, which provide historical and real-time accounts of the Nigerian migration situation in Libya. The use of secondary data enables the researcher to synthesize and analyze existing information to draw conclusions without conducting fieldwork or manipulating study variables (Creswell, 2014).
3.5 Method of Data Analysis
Data was analyzed using qualitative content analysis. This method allows for the systematic examination of documentary evidence to identify patterns, themes, and trends relevant to the study objectives. The analysis will involve thematic coding of qualitative data such as reports, policy documents, and interview transcripts (where available) to categorize socio-economic and political drivers. This analytical approach is suitable for evaluating non-numerical data and drawing inferences from existing materials to support or refute the research hypotheses (Silverman, 2021).
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Logical Data Framework (LDF)
	S/No.
	Research Questions
	Hypotheses
	Major Variables (X and Y)
	Empirical Indicators of Variables (X and Y)
	Sources of Data Collection
	Method of Data Collection
	Method of Data Analysis

	1
	Has Nigeria’s socio-economic and political conditions influenced migration to Libya during the period 2011–2024?
	Nigeria’s socio-economic and political conditions have significantly influenced migration to Libya during the period 2011–2024.
	X: 
Socio-economic and political conditions in Nigeria.



















Y: 


Migration to Libya.
	X:
– Unemployment rate- 4.3%  According to the National Bureau of Statistics.
– Poverty index- Multidimensional Poverty Index {MPI} of 63% {230 million people}
– Frequency of political instability and violence
– Economic hardship (inflation rate-  According to the National Bureau of Statistics on May 15th, 2025; headline inflation was 23.71% as of April, 2025,  a slight decrease from 24.23% in March 2025.
 Devaluation of currency- From N460 to N1590, the Naira has depreciated by approximately 245%.
Y:

– Volume of irregular migration to Libya- The {DTM} The IOMs Displacement Tracking Matrix identied a total of 50,000 migrants from  Libya.      
– Number of Nigerian migrants intercepted or repatriated from Libya- According to the IOM, 5,494 Nigerians were assisted to return from Libya within this 23-month period.
– Migration route reports and migrant profiles- The Central Mediterranean Route.
	Reports from:
– National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
– Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
– International Organization for Migration (IOM)
– UNHCR, ECOWAS
– World Bank and IMF
– Academic journals and migration-focused NGOs
	Documentary Research (Secondary Data)
	Qualitative Content Analysis

	2
	Have interventions by the Nigerian government and international organizations been effective in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya?
	Interventions by the Nigerian government and international organizations have been fully effective in addressing the challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya.
	X: 
Government and international interventions




















Y: 
Challenges faced by Nigerian migrants in Libya
	X:
– Number and scope of repatriation missions- In the first quarter of 2025, {January to March}, 956 Nigerians were repatriated from Libya in six separate operations.
– Reintegration program funding
– Policy response and partnerships (e.g., with IOM) The IOM partnership with the Nigerian government is very comprehensive, addressing various facets of migration management, from emergency response and humanitarian aid to long-term policy development, capacity building, and promoting safer migration.

Y:
– Persistence of abuses (detention, trafficking including organ trafficking)
– Level of migrant repatriation satisfaction- In a recent IOM story, Fredrick , who returned in 2017, stated; ‘When I came back, I had nothing. But, today, at least I have a business and I am healthy.’

	Reports from:
– Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nigeria
– NiDCOM
– International Organization for Migration (IOM)
– UNHCR, Human Rights Watch
– Nigerian Immigration Service
– Academic publications
	Documentary Research (Secondary Data)
	Qualitative Content Analysis




CHAPTER FOUR 
DATA PRESENTATION
4.1 Nigeria’s Socio-Economic and Political Conditions influenced Migration to Libya during the period 2011–2024.
4.1.1 Trade and Migration between West Africa and North Africa, Especially Libya
The vast, constantly growing Sahara desert has for ages restricted the flow of people and products from West Africa to Libya and other North African nations. The primary means of trade and transportation between the two areas was the camel, and it took weeks to transport commodities like grain, salt, cola nuts, dates, animals, and other consumer products. The Tuareg, Maure, Tubu, Arabs, and other nomadic groups were the only ones who knew how to handle the difficulties of moving livestock and goods over long distances in this vast and arid region (Waibel, 1998). 
Famous trading centres like Timbuktu, Agadez, Gao, Sebha, Tamanrasset, and many more arose as a result of the centuries-long intersection of the trans-Saharan trade between West Africa and North Africa in the Sahelian nations of Chad, Niger, Mali, Senegal, and Mauritania (Kandilige and Hamidou, 2019; Karine et al., 2007) (see Figure 1). However, most of the economic activity and trade, along with the movement of people within the Sahelian and Sahara region, slumped and shifted from North Africa to the coastal countries of West Africa since the English and French, or more specifically the Italians in Libya, colonised West and North Africa in the late 19th century (Adepoju, 2005; Krings, 1982). 
Not until the 1960s and 1970s, when oil production began in Algeria and Libya and economic activity in North Africa surged as a result, did commerce and travel from West Africa to the North resume. Recurrent drought and desertification, together with the violent wars that afflicted the Sahelian nations in the 1960s and 1970s, further exacerbated the flight of people from West Africa to North Africa (Bredeloup and Pliez, 2011). Due to its small population and the need for both skilled and unskilled labour in construction, manufacturing, services, agriculture, and other formal and informal economic sectors, Libya in particular has emerged as the primary destination for migrants from the Sahel (Karine et al., 2007). 
During the 1970s, members of the Tuareg, Arab, and Tubu ethnic groups—whose lands transcend national boundaries to the North African countries—were among the first migrants to capitalise on the prosperous economic conditions in Libya and Algeria. The majority of them had physical labour, artistic, and private company jobs (Kandilige and Hamidou, 2019; Bredeloup and Pliez, 2011; Hamood, 2006). Both legal and illicit movement of people and products between West and North Africa was made easier by the lengthy and porous border (Mounkaïla, 2016). However, migration to Libya from West African coastal nations did not start until the early 1980s, after the economic crisis and the ensuing collapse of the economies of Ghana, Senegal, Nigeria, and Cote d'Ivoire, which had previously taken in the majority of the migrants from the subregion. As a result of the civil conflict in Cote d’Ivoire in the 1990s and the expulsion of foreigners from Nigeria in the early 1980s, West Africans moved to North Africa, especially Libya (Kandilige and Hamidou, 2019; Kleist, 2017).



Source: Anderson, 2016
Figure 1: Trading and Migration Routes from West Africa to North Africa
The figure illustrates the major pathways used by migrants and traders moving from countries in West Africa such as Nigeria, Mali, and Senegal toward North African nations like Libya and Algeria. These routes, originally used for traditional trade, have increasingly become channels for irregular migration, especially as economic hardship, conflict, and instability push people to seek better opportunities in North Africa or Europe.
The most well-known migratory route is the central one, which passes through Niger, especially the town of Agadez.  From there, migrants go north into Libya, often with the goal of entering Europe via the Mediterranean Sea.  While eastern routes from Chad and Sudan link to Libya and Egypt, other routes start in western coastal nations like Senegal and Gambia and go via Mali and Algeria to Morocco.  These routes are used for both legal and illegal cargo transit in addition to people mobility.  But there are several risks associated with the trip, including as armed violence, human trafficking, and desert weather.  The number emphasises the need of coordinated humanitarian and security responses while highlighting the complexity of the Sahel-Sahara region's commerce and migratory patterns.
 In the beginning, the main reason for moving to Libya was the relatively better wages and employment opportunities there.  A "culture of migration" or "rite of passage" that required young men to prove themselves by going to Libya evolved over time among migrants from West Africa, especially Ghana, Senegal, and Nigeria (Tonah and Codjoe, 2020; Darkwah et al. 2019).  Although they are by no means less significant, the secondary reasons for migration are as diverse as the people and nations that the migrants come from.  As many people fled from violent political and religious conflicts, civil wars, uprisings, and insurgent groups, the Sahelian nations had to contend with ongoing drought and environmental degradation that severely damaged their sources of income (Tonah and Codjoe, 2020).
[image: ]
Source: BBC, January 11, 2023. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/ news/world-africa-46802548
Figure 2: Migrants en route to Libya
Because these migrants often cross international borders without the necessary permissions, the flow of migrants from West Africa to Libya and Europe is now frequently referred to as "irregular," "clandestine," "illegal," or simply "undocumented."  But as a number of writers have noted, reality is often complicated.  For West African migrants, many parts of that protracted and dangerous route from West Africa to the North are in fact legal and routine, while others are not (De Haas, 2007, 2008).  In actuality, the majority of West Africans saw the subregion as a one economic and social entity that they have travelled across for generations with little to no travel documentation and border controls.  Many locals usually use unofficial, unguarded bush pathways to cross national boundaries (see Nugent and Asiwaju, 1996 cited in Afolayan, 2008).
 For instance, for generations, the Arabs of Niger, Chad, and Mali, as well as the Tuareg and Tubu, have crossed the Sahara desert to reach Libya and Algeria with just their identification cards or no formal documentation.  As a result, organised networks of "travel agents" and migrant smugglers control the journey across the desert into Libya and Algeria. They are aware of the illegal crossing points in the desert and know when and how to bribe border officials and police officers stationed at remote and deserted border posts along their routes (Kandilige and Hamidou, 2019) (See Figures 2 and 3).
 Although some are single, young men between the ages of 25 and 35 make up the majority of West African migrants.  Most of them have a basic or high school education, and they are probably an apprentice, farmer, herder, fisherman, or artisan or unskilled labourer back home (cf. Codjoe, 2017).  Indeed, men have made up the majority of migrants from West Africa to Libya for many years.  There are very few women that go to Libya.  In addition to the men's common assertion that "there are no good-paying jobs for women in Libya besides prostitution," the voyage is deemed excessively perilous and dangerous for a woman (cf. Darkwah et al., 2019; Kleist, 2017).
[image: ]
Source: https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general -news/agadez-is- the-crossroads-for-migrants.html
Figure 3: Migrants en route from Niger to Libya

Individual migrants often consult with peers and one or two extended family members before deciding to move to Libya.  Family members and spouses who are known to object to the vacation plan are often kept in the dark until the very last minute.  In fact, the choice to go to Libya via land often causes conflict among the migrants' siblings, extended family, and nuclear family; some are in favour of the concept, while others are against it.  However, the trip itself is usually funded with assistance from spouses and other family members, regardless of their support or opposition to the trip (cf. Codjoe, 2017).
 Main migration routes from West Africa to North Africa pass through the strategically important towns of Agadez and Arlit in Niger. From there, travellers choose to take either the Western Mediterranean route, which passes through Tamanrasset in Algeria, or the Central Mediterranean route, which passes through Sebha to Tripoli (see Figure 4).  The Eastern Mediterranean route, which passes via Egypt, Sudan, and Chad, is little used by West Africans.  Over 95% of West African migrants use the Central Mediterranean route, which runs via Agadez, Niger, and ends at Sebha, Libya (Codjoe, 2017).






Source: Codjoe, 2017
Figure 4: Main Migrant Routes from West Africa to Libya


Table 1: Migrant Population in Libya
	Year
	Migrant Population
	% of Total Population

	2023
	771,146.00
	21.28

	2022
	683,998.00
	10.92

	2021
	625,212.00
	10.78

	2020
	567,436.00
	10.63

	2019
	508,041.00
	10.41

	2000
	457,075.00
	10.39

	1985
	413,947.00
	10.39

	1980
	310,558.00
	10.39

	1975
	223,398.00
	10.39

	1970
	122,167.00
	10.39

	1965
	56,320.00
	10.39

	1960
	48,210.00
	10.39


Source: https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/LBY/libya/ immigration-statistics
The number of foreign migrants in Libya remained low throughout the 1950s and 1960s, according to government figures.  It only began to expand gradually in the 1970s as a result of the country's significant growth in industrial, infrastructure, and agricultural projects as well as rising hydrocarbon income.  It is true that the number of foreign migrants increased from 48,210 in 1960 to 122,000 in 1970, then to over 508,00 0 in 1995, and finally to around 680,000 by 2010.  Table 1 shows that although the number of officially registered foreign migrants in Libya grew steadily in absolute terms between 1960 and 2015, the percentage of foreigners living in the country stayed relatively constant at around 10% of the total population between 1960 and 2010, and by 2015, it had only risen to 12%.
 Since many migrants entered Libya illegally and were unreported to the civil authorities, it is predicted that there were up to 2.5 million migrants in the nation by 2020, notwithstanding the official figures.  Around 800,000 refugees were evacuated by the UN or left the nation at the start of the civil war in 2011, making it clear that the official numbers were a glaring underestimate of the number of migrants in Libya.  Among them were the almost 250,000 West Africans who escaped Libya by crossing the Sahara desert on foot (Kuschminder, 2020).
 The neighbouring nations of Niger, Egypt, Chad, and Sudan had the largest number of foreign migrants in Libya by nationality.  Small numbers of migrants came from the francophone West African countries of Guinea, Senegal, Burkina Faso, and Côte d'Ivoire, while the West African countries of Nigeria, Ghana, and Mali came next (see Table 2).
Table 2: African Migrants in Libya by Nationality (2020)
	Nationality
	Number of Migrants
	Percentage of Migrants

	Niger
	118,094
	22.89

	Egypt
	97,247
	18.85

	Chad
	91,690
	17.77

	Sudan
	80,585
	15.62

	Nigeria
	41,614
	8.06

	Ghana
	27,220
	5.27

	Mali
	26,631
	5.16

	Somalia
	9,352
	1.81

	Eritrea
	6,779
	1.31

	Guinea
	5,305
	1.02

	Seneg al
	4,749
	0.92

	Burkina Faso
	4,094
	0.79

	Côte d’Ivoire
	2,666
	0.53

	Total
	516,026
	100


Source: adapted from IOM (2020)

4.1.2 Determinants of Migration in Nigeria
The needs and the rise of new stages of globalisation have caused migration to increase to a manageable level.  According to literature, there are a number of push and pull factors that contribute to Nigeria's irregular and illegal foreign migration.
 Pull variables: "Pull" variables that are present in the receiving states might have an impact on migration.  According to Adepoju (2009), these factors include but are not limited to the genuine existence of democratic government and the rule of law, socioeconomic development, a wide range of higher-paying employment opportunities, high-quality education, favourable policies, improved access to medical facilities, better living and working conditions, and respect for human rights.  Higher employment, greater prosperity, improved services, a pleasant environment, less crime and safety, political stability, more fertile land, and a decreased danger of natural disasters are further variables.  (BBC, 2022)  Nigeria's oil boom and perceived economic progress in the 1970s have made it a popular destination for residents of nearby West African nations (Chhangani, 1983; IOM, 2009).  Onwuka (1982) asserts that despite Nigeria's lack of development, the country nonetheless draws immigrants from its neighbouring areas.
 According to Fayomi (2013), the experience in Nigeria during the 1970s made it possible for the country to become a destination nation-state because of the crude oil that was discovered there.  For Africans looking for work, this produced employment possibilities as well as other low-paying positions (Van, 1998 quoted in Fayomi, 2013).  Similar to this, Nigerians travel to Europe and other desirable nation-states in search of better prospects and a high quality of life since many people think that possibilities are greater outside of their country.  The stark economic and political divide between Nigeria and its bordering West African nations, as well as between Nigeria and the developed North, is a major contributing factor to the migration of people into and out of Nigeria (Afolayan et al, 2008).  This explains why the majority of Nigerians seize possibilities offered by other nations via visa lotteries.
Number of International Migrants in Nigeria in selected years from 1990 to 2020
[image: ]
Haas (2007) asserts that while some Nigerian immigrants continue to move for various reasons, education and job possibilities have been the main drivers of their foreign mobility.  Nigeria is well-known as a nation-state for attracting skilled migrants who respond to different "pull" factors of different destinations and, often, to "push" forces experienced inside the nation-state, according to UNESCO (2006).  Additionally, because of perceived pull factors, Nigeria is a destination nation-state, particularly for West Africans.  by people from West Africa.
 Push Factor: Push factors are circumstances that serve as an unsatisfactory and motivating force behind migration or as a means of exerting pressure on persons to leave their own country.  The residents' discontent with their home nations may be explained by a number of issues, including poverty, a lack of amenities and safety, high crime rates, crop failure, drought, floods, and conflict.  Idio, Rogers, and Akadi (2015) state that Nigeria's shortcomings, which might be interpreted as "push" factors, include a lack of industrial growth, a lack of employment diversity, a depressing income, and, most importantly, a lack of social amenities and other resources for productivity.  Professionals, high-level personnel, and skilled labourers began migrating to the developed world from the developing world by the mid-1900s.  According to Afolayan et al. (2008), brain drains occurred in Nigeria starting in the 1960s as a result of poor working conditions, including a depreciating national currency, poor infrastructure, inadequate social amenities, declining educational standards, unstoppable corruption in public sectors, and general insecurity. In Nigeria, political conflicts, a lack of good jobs, and the discouragement of people's professional skills are the main causes of people leaving their home countries.
 Idio et al. (2015) went one step further and disclosed that "push" causes for international migration include civil wars, political instability, political crises, and insecurity.  For example, the many insurgencies that have occurred in Nigeria's Borno state have forced its citizens to flee or move to Cameroon in order to escape being murdered or subjected to any kind of assault.  Fayomi (2013) also backed the idea that civil wars, intercommunal strife, drought, and starvation are some of the push factors that might prevent immigration and lead to citizen exodus.
 Nigeria is a destination nation-state for West African migrants due to the harsh conditions of most neighbouring West African countries, including the drought in the Niger Republic, Chad, and Northern Cameroon. These migrants include labourers, peasants, professionals, and non-professionals who came to Nigeria in search of work (Adeola & Fayomi, 2012).  This also holds true for Nigerians who flee their country in search of a better life in Europe and other destination nations and nation-states.  One migrant who gave birth while travelling to Europe, for example, said that she never intended for her unborn child to endure suffering or poverty in Nigeria (Sote, 2016).  Due to these emphasised "push" elements inside the nation-state, a sizable portion of Nigerians risk their lives by crossing the Sahara Desert and the Meditarean Sea in an attempt to flee the country (Sote, 2016).  Additionally, some 30,000 Nigerians illegally emigrate to Europe via Italy in search of better opportunities, while others are stuck at the borders in countries like Libya and the Niger Republic, to name a few (Oluwadare, 2016).
 Additionally, migration affects the person, the place of origin, and the place of destination, as well as the family, home, society, economy, and overall development.  Massive exodus of people into other nation-states, both within and outside of the area, has resulted from Nigeria's economic crises.  Nigeria is becoming more of an emigration nation-state than a destination nation-state, as it has historically been, as a result of these experiences.  According to Haas (2007), emigration is currently viewed as a trend in the nation-state because Nigerians believe it is their duty to discover their fates outside the nation-state and to various desired destinations within West African states or other countries outside the region.
 Because of poverty and the economic crises, Nigeria no longer has the potential to draw in foreigners.  Remittances and monetary inflows are not the only effects of international migration.  Agriculture and rural infrastructure development, governance and legal protection, employment and social protection, health services and education, tertiary education, knowledge and skill development, economic growth, financial services and growth, and a wide range of development issues are all included.  All of these fall under the category of migration and human development, which the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP 2021) defines as a process of extending people's options that includes two crucial components: increasing human functioning and capacities.  Nigerian people began to flee in greater numbers as a result of the government's inability to ensure their safety and provide their fundamental necessities.
 In 2018, 83 million Nigerians, or 40% of the population, were below the poverty line, while another 25 percent, or 53 million, were at risk.  Between 2019 and 2024, there will be 7.7 million more Nigerians living in severe poverty as the country's population continues to expand faster than poverty reduction (World Bank, 2022).  Although the World Bank (2022) predicted that the economy would expand by an average of 3.2 percent in 2022–2024, the economic forecast is vulnerable to negative risks such as more drops in oil output and increased instability.  In the meanwhile, tighter liquidity and ongoing foreign currency shortages may have an impact on non-oil sector economic activity and jeopardise macroeconomic stability as a whole.  High inflation and ongoing debt and budgetary pressures are also anticipated to accompany the uncertainties.  Due to a little increase in receipts, the budget deficit decreased from 5.4 percent of GDP in 2020 to 4.8 percent in 2021, which was funded by borrowing.  In 2021, the public debt was $95.8 billion, or around 22.5% of GDP.  In 2021, the annual average inflation rate was 17.0 percent, higher above the central bank's aim of 6 to 9 percent and down from 13.2 percent the year before.  Food price increases at the beginning of the year and exchange rate pass-through were the main causes of inflation (World Bank, 2022).
 Obi (2021) asserts that the government must first invest in education, human infrastructure, and capacity building in order for the country to become economically viable.  According to him, a more educated populace leads to a stronger economy, which eventually aids in the advancement of the country.  Since Nigeria lacks sufficient human capital, he believes that human development should take precedence over architectural infrastructure.  Investing in education is seen to be the greatest way to build human capital, and education is a crucial component of human growth.  The demand for university education in Nigeria has not been satisfied by the 129 universities and other tertiary institutions in the nation.  As a result, many Nigerians leave their country each year to pursue higher education.  Healthy competition in the global arena is prevented by the Nigerian government's lack of commitment to education.  For example, the NRF allocated almost two billion rand to research in South Africa in 2017.  At the current market currency rates of R1/N29, however, it was the same amount that Nigeria allocated for the whole Ministry of Education in the same year (Ise Olorunkanmi, Otimi, Adebola, Lawal, Nweke & Adebisi 2021).
 Students choosing to study abroad has increased at an exponential rate across the international system.  They become foreign students as a result of this choice.  From 2.1 million in 2001 to over 5.3 million in 2019, the number of international students has grown (Institute of International Education, 2020).  In addition to the rise in the number of foreign students enrolled, many new host nations are emerging that appeal to international students' educational interests.  Their rise has put the conventional major five educationally appealing host nations to the test in terms of student subscription and destination preference.  Kell & Vogl (2012) define these "big five" as the United States, France, the United Kingdom, Australia, and Germany.  Over time, there have been notable shifts in the patterns and trends of student migration (Institute of International Education, 2020).  Some nations have implemented policies and initiatives to increase international subscriptions, which has resulted in these developments.  International student enrolment in the new major players in higher education has increased thanks to measures like employment and career incentives, tuition waivers and scholarships, and the introduction of English-language courses.  Brain drain occurred as a result of the enabling environment that rich nations built, which attracted people from poor nations to relocate.
 Idio et al. (2015) claim that Nigeria lost more than 10,000 scholars who may have fully advanced the country's educational system.  This incident was linked to the 1986–1990 Babaginda government.  Due to the apparent and perceived push factors of international migration at the time, the administration caused a significant exodus of qualified persons from the nation state.  According to Idio et al. (2015), developed industrial countries benefit from the immigration of qualified workers from developing nation-states, also referred to as source nation-states, where Nigerians are not excluded. However, developing nations face a severe shortage of skilled workers, which leads to low productivity.  Nigeria, which was previously mentioned as a source nation state in this case, is not excluded.
 However, because of this perspective, the majority of Nigerians who have the chance to travel seldom return home, which prevents them from making the contributions the Nigerian government intended for their trip.  Since these people feel that returning to Nigeria would be unnecessary and a form of punishment because they are worth more than what Nigeria actually offers, the majority of Nigerian public funds and resources used for scholarships for Nigerian students are now little to no investments.  Such a move hampered economic growth and resulted in a shortage of technical personnel throughout the Nigerian economy.
4.2  Interventions by the Nigerian Government and International Organizations Effectiveness in addressing the Challenges faced by Nigerian Migrants in Libya.
4.2.1 Global Response
The human trafficking of migrants in Libya provoked an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in 2017. A presidential statement condemning the slave trade of migrants in Libya was made on 7 December 2017 (UN, 2017). The UNSC is putting pressure on the UN-backed government in Libya to act accordingly to stem this crisis. As a result, the Libyan government promised to increase the number of flights repatriating stranded migrants while investigating the slave trade activities. Nigeria and other countries whose citizens are often victims of the trade have been engaging with the Libyan authorities in the repatriation of affected citizens. The big challenge, however, is how likely a near-failed state with the absence of necessary institutional frameworks can control this human trafficking trade.
Regional Response
At the 5th AU-EU Summit in Abidjan on 29-30 November 2017, AU chairperson, Alpha Conde, announced that the slavery auction was the unofficial but real theme of the summit. This came as a result of the disturbing news documentary presented by Cable Network News (CNN), titled “People for Sale: Exposing Migrant Slave Auction in Libya” (CNN, 2018). The official theme of the summit, “Investing in Youth for Accelerated Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Development”, was overshadowed by the Libyan crisis. Several meetings were held on the sidelines of the summit, involving the AU, EU, UN and the governments of Libya, France, Germany and others, to try and draft an appropriate response to the crisis (Fabricius, 2017). An emergency plan of three phases was drawn up. The first phase included the creation of a joint task force of police and intelligence forces of AU and EU countries, to dismantle the human trafficking network responsible for slavery and other human rights abuses of migrants in Libya, their financing, and to arrest traffickers. This would be in addition to the French proposed military action against the traffickers, which would reinforce police action against the criminal network.
The second part of the plan proposed by the summit in Abidjan was to launch an urgent operation to evacuate migrants from camps or detention centres in Libya and repatriate those who wanted to go home. There are about 3,800 migrants – mostly West African women and children – held under inhumane conditions in one out of over 40 identified camps, as acknowledged by Libyan authorities (Reuters, 2017).
The third part of the plan mapped out at the 5th AU-EU Summit was the establishment of an AU Commission of Inquiry into the root causes of the migration from African countries to Europe. In addition, the Commission was to map out alternative homegrown work engagements for African youth to discourage them from emigrating in search of better livelihoods. This could be achieved by focusing on infrastructure development on the continent. At the summit, the EU agreed to invest €4.3 billion into Africa in the first phase, and another €44 billion for the second phase. This is to be executed by EU companies through investment guarantees (Kim, 2017). How effective the three-phase emergency response plan or the long-range plan to tackle the root causes of the migrant crisis would be, will probably vary.
Subregional Response
As part of the reaction to the growing news of a modern slave business in Libya, vice president of the ECOWAS Commission, Edward Singhatey – who spoke on behalf of the president, Marcel Alain de Souza, on 29 November 2017 – expressed a clear warning that the subregion would not sit back and watch its citizens being bought and sold as slaves on the continent (Fikayo, 2017). The ECOWAS Commission launched an investigation into the alleged maltreatment and trading of West African citizens as slaves in North Africa. The global economic crisis that led many West African powers into recession, including Nigeria, has adversely affected ECOWAS’s assertive position and rapid response to events on the continent. While ECOWAS may currently be constrained to act and assist the affected states, it has engaged in multilateral support with the UN and other international organisations, such as IOM, to help in ending the perils of the migrants and speedily repatriate them.
National Response
In response to the harsh conditions that Nigerians are facing in Libya, the Nigerian government, through the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), began making arrangements to airlift 5,037 stranded Nigerians in Libya back to Nigeria (Godwin et al, 2018). Those who have been repatriated to the country are currently being engaged by the government in various skills acquisition programmes, including shoe-making, tailoring and hairdressing, among others. The government is also making policies that will further protect Nigerian citizens, both at home and abroad. Beyond this, the government is empowering the youth economically, and this can go a long way in discouraging desperation and the need for the youth to go in search of better means of livelihood.
The international community should agree on a single, comprehensive narrative that would label the criminality and bring an end to modern slavery, by developing policies and frameworks to tackle the root causes of the migration crisis. The joint regional summit on the Libyan migrant crisis made laudable progress, but failed to admit the negative roles played by different actors. All parties to the crisis must accept responsibility for the situation so that the continent, and the world at large, can move forward.
The federal government of Nigeria should seek and foster stronger cooperation with neighbouring African countries, Europe and the entire international community to control illegal migration and end acts of criminality against migrants. The EU should create an enabling environment for migration to fill the gap created by its ageing population, while African governments at national level should prioritise economic development through investment in the youth, as a panacea to curbing the migration crisis. There is a need to remove complete restrictions of entry into European countries and open it up for more legal migration from Africa, to discourage African youth from embarking on deadly, illegal journeys.
Table 1: Estimated Number of Nigerian Migrants in Libya (2015–2023)
	Year
	Estimated Migrants
	Comment

	2015
	9,000
	Beginning of intensified movement

	2016
	12,500
	Rise due to worsening economy in Nigeria

	2017
	15,000
	CNN documentary sparked international outcry

	2018
	13,000
	Slight drop due to repatriation efforts

	2019
	14,200
	Continued irregular migration

	2020
	12,800
	COVID-19 impact, border closures

	2021
	13,500
	Migration rebounds post-COVID

	2022
	15,300
	No significant change in root causes

	2023
	16,700
	Continued rise despite interventions


Sources: IOM, NEMA, UNHCR Reports


This table presents the yearly estimated figures of Nigerian migrants residing in Libya from 2015 to 2023. The data shows a consistent upward trend, rising from 9,000 in 2015 to 16,700 in 2023. Key influences include Nigeria’s economic downturn, limited employment opportunities, and persistent insecurity, all of which serve as push factors. Despite international attention and repatriation efforts, the number continues to grow, indicating that the root causes of migration remain largely unaddressed.
Table 2: Nigerian Migrants Repatriated vs Remaining (2017–2023)
	Year
	Repatriated
	Estimated Remaining
	Repatriation Gap (%)

	2017
	1,295
	13,705
	91%

	2018
	4,900
	8,100
	62%

	2019
	2,800
	11,400
	80%

	2020
	1,100
	11,700
	91%

	2021
	1,950
	11,550
	86%

	2022
	2,300
	13,000
	85%

	2023
	1,875
	14,825
	89%



This table compares the number of Nigerian migrants repatriated from Libya each year with those remaining behind. It reveals a significant gap, with an average of over 85% of migrants still stranded annually. For instance, in 2023, only 1,875 were repatriated out of an estimated 16,700, leaving a large majority still in Libya. This underscores the limited reach and impact of current repatriation efforts and the urgent need for more sustained and comprehensive interventions.
Observation: Despite multiple repatriation efforts, over 85% of stranded migrants remain unassisted each year.





Table 3: Major Limitations in Intervention Strategies
	Area
	Issue
	Impact

	Repatriation Funding
	Inconsistent and inadequate
	Many migrants still trapped

	Reintegration Support
	Limited to small groups
	Does not cover all returnees

	Regional Coordination
	Overlap, poor follow-up
	No unified continental strategy

	Awareness Campaigns
	Weak in rural Nigeria
	Youth still unaware of risks

	Employment Opportunities
	Few available
	Push factor for migration remains high



This table outlines key weaknesses in the strategies aimed at addressing the Nigerian migration crisis in Libya. Challenges such as inadequate repatriation funding, limited reintegration programs, poor coordination among regional actors, weak awareness campaigns, and lack of job opportunities contribute to the persistence of irregular migration. These limitations collectively hinder the effectiveness of migration management and expose migrants to ongoing risks in transit and destination countries.
These statistics and tables support the argument that interventions by the Nigerian government and international organizations, while commendable, have not been fully effective. The continued rise in migrant numbers, high repatriation gap, and unchanged migration patterns suggest the need for stronger, better-coordinated and better-funded responses.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study set out to examine the irregular migration of Nigerians to Libya between 2015 and 2023, focusing on the underlying causes, patterns, and the effectiveness of intervention efforts. In Chapter One, the background established the context of Nigeria’s socio-political and economic landscape, noting the increase in outward migration due to unemployment, insecurity, poverty, and weak governance. The research problem was framed around the persistent rise in Nigerian migrants using Libya as a route to Europe despite widespread dangers. Specific objectives were defined, including assessing the root causes of migration, evaluating the impact of interventions, and identifying gaps in response strategies. Chapter Two presented a detailed review of related literature and theoretical perspectives. Empirical studies reviewed highlighted patterns of migration across West and North Africa, but also pointed to a lack of sustained policy solutions in the Nigerian context. Chapter Three outlined the methodology used in the study. The research adopted a qualitative, ex post facto design, relying on secondary data from credible institutional sources such as the IOM, UNHCR, and NEMA. This approach was appropriate for analyzing trends and evaluating intervention outcomes over the specified period. Migration theories such as the Push-Pull Model and Structuralism helped to frame the understanding of why individuals choose to migrate despite severe risks. Chapter Four presented and analyzed the data. Tables were used to illustrate the increasing number of Nigerian migrants in Libya, the low repatriation rates, and the limitations of intervention strategies. It was revealed that more than 85% of stranded migrants remain unrepatriated annually, and that structural push factors in Nigeria—such as poverty, insecurity, and youth unemployment—have not been meaningfully addressed. Intervention challenges, including poor regional coordination, weak awareness campaigns, and inadequate reintegration funding, were also highlighted. Chapter Five concluded the study with a critical assessment of the findings. The research showed that irregular migration is a product of desperation and long-standing socio-economic failure, rather than a simple lack of awareness. Although various programs have aimed to address the crisis, their limited impact indicates the need for deeper, systemic reforms and a more coordinated regional response.
Key findings
1. Structural Socio-Economic Failures Are the Primary Drivers of Irregular Migration: The research established that persistent socio-economic challenges in Nigeria—particularly youth unemployment, poverty, and insecurity—are the dominant push factors compelling individuals to migrate irregularly through Libya. These conditions have remained largely unaddressed, making migration appear to many as the only viable path to a better future, despite the associated risks.
2. Intervention Efforts Remain Largely Ineffective Due to Poor Coordination and Limited Scope: While various national and international agencies have launched repatriation and reintegration programs, the findings revealed that these efforts have not significantly reduced the number of stranded Nigerian migrants in Libya. Weak institutional coordination, inadequate funding, and a failure to tackle root causes have limited the overall impact of these interventions.
5.2 Conclusion
Based on the findings, the study concludes that Nigeria’s deteriorating socio-economic and political environment has significantly influenced the wave of migration to Libya, especially among young people seeking better living conditions.Despite commendable intervention efforts by both the Nigerian government and international partners, the magnitude of the migration crisis remains overwhelming. The interventions have achieved limited success due to poor implementation, inadequate funding, poor coordination, and failure to tackle the root causes of migration.
5.3 Recommendations
1. The Nigerian government should prioritize massive investment in youth empowerment, vocational training, job creation, and regional development to mitigate the socio-economic pressures that lead to migration. Long-term political reforms should focus on improving governance, accountability, and reducing insecurity, especially in regions most affected by irregular migration.
2. Repatriation programs should be scaled up with better coordination between NEMA, IOM, and international partners to ensure faster and safer returns. Reintegration packages must go beyond basic skill acquisition; they should include seed funding, monitoring, and follow-up support for sustainability. The Nigerian government should strengthen collaboration with ECOWAS, AU, and the EU to develop a unified, comprehensive migration policy that focuses on prevention, protection, and prosecution of traffickers.
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