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ABSTRACT
This study examined United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and Mitigating of Human Trafficking in Nigeria (2020 - 2024).The objectives include; to analyze whether persistent human trafficking impacts Nigeria’s national security and socio-economic development, to evaluate if the UNODC and its partners face challenges and limitations in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria and to examine whether the strategies adopted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are effective in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria. This study anchored the Routine Activity Theory (RAT) propounded by Lawrence E. Cohen and Marcus Felson in 1979. Documentary method of data collection, content analysis and ex-post facto research design were also employed in this research. During the course of the study, the research was conducted showed that Content from 2020–2024 strongly supports the assertion that human trafficking significantly impairs Nigeria’s national security, economic stability, and social development, the UNODC and its partners face multiple systemic, financial, and socio-cultural barriers and UNODC has implemented a multi-pronged strategy combining law enforcement, advocacy, victim care, and institutional reform. The study therefore concluded and recommended; there is an urgent need for a fully coordinated and intelligence-driven national response to human trafficking, increased financial investment and institutional reform within both national and international anti-trafficking frameworks and interventions should be increasingly localized through grassroots and community-based strategies.
Keywords: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Human Trafficking.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
Human trafficking is a worldwide issue that persistently undermines national security and development, resulting in severe repercussions for human rights, economic stability, and social cohesion. In recent years, Nigeria has become a prominent center for human trafficking in West Africa, mostly due to its strategic geographical position and a confluence of socio-economic and political elements (Edet, 2024). Poverty, extensive unemployment, corruption, and permeable borders have fostered conditions that traffickers use to target vulnerable groups, especially women and children, for forced labor, sexual exploitation, and other unlawful activities (Lamidi, 2024). The human trafficking crisis in Nigeria is a component of a larger framework of transnational organized crime, frequently overlapping with issues like drug trafficking and violent extremism. Such crimes undermine state power, weaken state institutions, and threaten human safety (Obafemi et al., 2024). In Nigeria, human trafficking is mostly done in the form of deceptive recruitment, coercion, or entirely by force leading to the exportation or shipment of the victims locally or abroad to exploit them. It has been reported that trafficking networks in Nigeria end up in Europe, the Middle East, and even some parts of Asia showcasing the international character of the crime in question (Ayodele et al., 2024)
Through the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), an international effort has been taken to deal with the issue of human trafficking. In Nigeria, it is authority by the principles of international legal regimes, in particular, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and its Protocol on Trafficking in Persons. These models give priority to preventing trafficking, victim protection, and offender prosecution (Okeogbu, 2024). Between 2020 and 2024, UNODC carried out several initiatives to fight the human trafficking epidemic in Nigeria, prioritizing more institutional capacity development, regional cooperation, and the development of victim assistance systems. One of the essential components of the UNODC operations in Nigeria has been its cooperation with the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), the major governmental agency dealing with trafficking issues in Nigeria. NAPTIP works in detecting anti-trafficking laws, charging and convicting traffickers, and providing accommodation and rehabilitation to the victims.
However, issues such as inadequate finance, corruption, and logistical constraints have undermined its effectiveness (Ukhami et al., 2024). The UNODC has tried to overcome such failings by providing technical assistance, training law enforcement officers, and establishing policy changes in an effort to enhance the agency's efficacy. The role of regional cooperation within the strategy of the UNODC in Nigeria has played a critical role. Nigeria being a member of the West African Economic Community of governments (ECOWAS) has followed the ECOWAS Plan of Action against Trafficking in Persons and has put in place means of aligning their anti-trafficking efforts of the various member governments. The approach is based on cross-border cooperation, intelligence sharing, and coordination of efforts to bring down trafficking rings. Between 2020 and 2024, UNODC and ECOWAS continued to work together to promote the implementation of this plan, focusing on the development of regional policies to promote the success of trafficking prevention initiatives (Ayodele et al., 2024).
Despite these efforts, the issue of human trafficking remains a serious issue in Nigeria. The traffickers continue to change their methods, taking advantage of the technology and loopholes in the legal systems to continue escaping victimisation and conviction. There has also been corruption within law enforcers and the judicial system that has undermined anti-trafficking efforts, which has seen criminal enablers go around scot-free (Ebonyi & Bello, 2024). In addition, the socio-economic drivers of trafficking such as poverty and inequality persist hence requiring deeper and sustainable solutions. The consequences of human trafficking are beyond its direct impact on the victim and affect national security, social health, and economic growth. The trafficking activities regularly intersect with other types of organized crimes (e.g., drug trafficking, terrorism) and tend to create a complex bond of illegal activities undermining state power (Obafemi et al., 2024). The psychological and physical trauma that the victims experience is a significant burden on the public health systems, and such losses of human capital hamper economic progress. 
Realizing the delicate nature of human trafficking, UNODC has been applying a multi-focal approach to stemming the human trafficking menace in Nigeria. This will include creating some level of awareness in society of the dangers posed by trafficking, enhancing resilience among the people, and advocating that authorities include the prevention of trafficking in wider development initiatives. Educational campaigns, particularly in high-risk populations, have played a significant role in the reduction of vulnerability to trafficking by providing people with the knowledge about their rights and available support that the smokers can rely on (Okeogbu, 2024). Since human trafficking in Nigeria has received tremendous progress, a lot of challenges still exist. The efforts by UNODC, with the partnership of national and regional partners, have constituted grounds for more effective interventions. Nevertheless, to fix the underlying factors of trafficking, like inequality, poverty, and corruption, one will need to stick to it and think creatively. Eight to ten years in the 2020s have highlighted the success and constraints of the current efforts, and it can serve as a major lesson on how future actions should be organized to eliminate this rampant crime.

1.2 Statement of the Problem
The problem of human trafficking in Nigeria remains a major concern that causes numerous repercussions to human rights, security, and the socio-economic stability of the nation. Deceived or forcefully some people are used as a source of forced labor, prostitution, and the sale of organs. The issue of globalization worsens trafficking due to the ability to move transnationally, worldwide, and nationally, despite global and national efforts (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). To sustain themselves, traffickers take advantage of poor border controls, weak law enforcement, and socio-economic disparities (Idris et al., 2024). Responding to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC), the UNODC is concerned with law enforcement, protection of the victims, and international cooperation. However, these programs have been undermined by significant suffocating problems such as inadequate funds, inefficiencies in institutions, and corruption (Okorie & Okeja, 2024). Trafficking is worsened by socio-economic weakness, which is due to poverty, lack of jobs, and gender disparity, mostly towards women and children (Okeshola & Adenugba, 2018).
Because of technology and the processes of globalization, such as using social media, traffickers continue to recruit victims sequentially (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). Trafficking is also linked with other security issues including banditry and kidnapping, especially with porous borders which serve as an enabler of many transnational crimes (Moliki & Ajetunmobi, 2024). Community-based policing is an option that offers practical solutions, but the further growth of such efforts will require continuous support (Idris et al., 2024). Enforcement challenges are faced by legal rules as in the case of the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Enforcement and Administration Act of 2015 launched in Nigeria. Prosecutions require victim-witness testimony; however, they are frightened by the fear of revenge and unready support networks (Okorie & Okeja, 2024). In addition, the legality of such crimes also has loopholes or can be corrupt, and can be used by traffickers to escape justice. Despite capacity-building success stories, there remain a lot of lingering socio-economic and governance issues. In such a way, this work will determine the consequences of the activities of UNODC in 2020-2024, identify their achievements and gaps, and provide effective recommendations on elaborating anti-trafficking approaches.
1.3 Research Questions 
The following research questions will guide this research study:
1. How has persistent human trafficking in Nigeria undermined national security?  
2. What are the key challenges and limitations faced by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and its partners in combating human trafficking in Nigeria?  
3. What strategies has the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) adopted to address human trafficking in Nigeria?
1.4 Objectives of the Study
This study has both broad and specific objectives. The broad objective remains the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and Mitigating human trafficking in Nigeria from 2020 to 2024.  While the specific objectives of this study are:  
1. To analyze whether persistent human trafficking impacts Nigeria’s national security.  
2. To evaluate if the UNODC and its partners face challenges and limitations in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria.
3. To examine whether the strategies adopted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are effective in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria.


1.5 Significance of the Study
This research has both empirical and theoretical significance. Empirically, the study is significant as it offers evidence-based insights into the practical outcomes of UNODC's interventions in Nigeria. It evaluates the effectiveness of programs and partnerships that have strengthened national institutions, enhanced legal frameworks, improved victim protection and rehabilitation services, and boosted law enforcement capacity to detect, prevent, and prosecute human trafficking offenses. By examining real-world data and institutional responses, the study helps to assess the extent to which international collaboration has influenced Nigeria’s anti-trafficking strategies and contributed to measurable progress in reducing human trafficking cases.
The study theoretically, will add knowledge in literature and also serve as a references point for other researchers. The study contributes to broader academic discussions on global governance, transnational crime prevention, and human rights protection. It explores how international organizations like the UNODC shape domestic policy landscapes and influence institutional behavior through the diffusion of norms, resources, and technical expertise. The study also engages with theories of transnational organized crime by examining how cross-border collaboration disrupts trafficking networks, while drawing on the human security framework to highlight the importance of placing victims at the center of anti-trafficking efforts. In doing so, it offers a deeper understanding of the interactions between global institutions and sovereign states in addressing complex, cross-border issues, and enriches scholarly debates on international cooperation, policy implementation, and justice sector reform.


1.6 Scope of the Study
This study is geographically limited to Nigeria, with a particular focus on regions and states most affected by human trafficking. These areas are known to be significant hubs for trafficking activities either as points of origin, transit, or destination.
The content scope of the study focuses on analyzing whether persistent human trafficking impacts Nigeria’s national security, to evaluate if the UNODC and its partners face challenges and limitations in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria and to examine whether the strategies adopted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are effective in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria between 2020 and 2024.
1.7 Limitations of the Study 
The study is limited by the availability of data, especially concerning confidential law enforcement activities and victim protection services
1.8 Definition of Concepts/Terms
Human Trafficking: The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons by means of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of exploitation.  
UNODC: A United Nations agency responsible for assisting member states in combating illicit drugs, organized crime, corruption, and terrorism.  
NAPTIP: The National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons, Nigeria’s primary body for addressing trafficking issues.  
ECOWAS Plan of Action: A regional framework aimed at combating trafficking in persons among ECOWAS member states.  



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
This section provides an overview of the literature on human trafficking, the role of international organizations, and Nigeria’s efforts to combat the crime. It establishes the theoretical foundation for the study and highlights existing research on the subject.  
2.2 Conceptualizing Human Trafficking
Human trafficking is a grave international crime that encompasses the recruitment, transit, transfer, harboring, or receiving of humans through force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of exploitation. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) characterizes human trafficking, as per the Palermo Protocol, as a systematic criminal offense that encompasses deception, coercion, or exploitation of vulnerability, resulting in forced labor, sexual exploitation, or organ trafficking (Haider, 2024). This is a multinational issue with significant ramifications for human rights, national security, and socio-economic stability.  
In Nigeria, human trafficking has escalated to worrisome levels, positioning the nation as a primary source, transit, and destination center for trafficked individuals in West Africa (Edet, 2024). Trafficked individuals, predominantly women and children, endure multiple types of contemporary slavery, such as sexual exploitation, coerced labor in domestic service and manufacturing, and organ trafficking (Okeshola & Adenugba, 2018). Nigeria's open borders and inadequate law enforcement enable traffickers to exploit legal and security vulnerabilities to transport victims across national and international frontiers (Idris et al., 2024). The convergence of human trafficking with organized crime, including arms smuggling and drug trafficking, exacerbates the challenges in addressing this issue (Ebonyi & Bello, 2024).  
2.2.1 Forms of Human Trafficking
Human trafficking manifests in various forms, with victims being exploited in different ways depending on the traffickers' networks and the demand in different locations.  
1. Forced Labor
Forced labor continues to be a significant manifestation of human trafficking in Nigeria, especially impacting children and young women. Victims are frequently misled by assurances of job prospects in metropolitan areas or overseas, only to be forced into exploitative labor circumstances with minimal or no compensation. Reports indicate that trafficked individuals from Nigeria are coerced into labor in sectors including agriculture, household work, and construction, with numerous victims suffering significant maltreatment (Ayodele et al., 2024). In rural regions, traffickers exploit socio-economic weaknesses by enlisting young children for coerced labor in plantations and mines (Edet, 2024).  
2. Sexual Exploitation
Sex trafficking constitutes a significant form of human trafficking in Nigeria, predominantly affecting women and girls. Traffickers entice victims with deceptive assurances of education or profitable job prospects overseas, only to coerce them into prostitution upon reaching their destination nations (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). Nigeria has been recognized as a source nation for sex trafficking victims in Europe, notably in Italy, Spain, and France (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). A multitude of these victims endure physical abuse, intimidation, and debt bondage, rendering escape virtually unattainable (Amuda-Kannike et al., 2017). The emergence of digital platforms has enabled the recruitment and exploitation of victims, as traffickers utilize social media to connect with and influence susceptible individuals (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016).
  
3. Organ Trafficking
Despite being less frequently addressed, organ trafficking constitutes a concerning facet of human trafficking in Nigeria. Victims, comprising abducted individuals and at-risk groups, are trafficked for the illicit commerce of human organs, notably kidneys and livers (Moliki&Ajetunmobi, 2024). Criminal organizations use deficiencies in Nigeria's healthcare rules and inadequate oversight to enable the illegal trade of human organs. Certain victims are deceived into consenting to medical operations based on misleading representations, while others are killed for their organs (Aluko, 2024). The rising demand for human organs in illicit marketplaces has intensified this form of trafficking, presenting a substantial challenge for law enforcement agencies.  
2.2.2 Factors Contributing to Human Trafficking in Nigeria
Human trafficking in Nigeria is fueled by several interconnected socio-economic, political, and legal factors. These factors create an environment where traffickers operate with impunity while vulnerable individuals become easy targets.  
1. Poverty and Economic Hardship
The elevated poverty rate in Nigeria continues to be a principal catalyst for human trafficking. Numerous families, facing financial difficulties, are readily misled by traffickers who guarantee improved prospects for their children (Okeshola & Adenugba, 2018). Young women pursuing financial autonomy and parents striving to enhance their economic circumstances frequently become targets of traffickers, under the impression that they are facilitating their children's migration to improved living conditions abroad (Edet, 2024). The scarcity of job prospects intensifies the issue, rendering human trafficking an attractive option for both traffickers and victims (Ayodele et al., 2024).  

2. Weak Governance and Corruption
The breakdown of governance and pervasive corruption in law enforcement agencies severely exacerbate human trafficking in Nigeria. Traffickers manipulate corrupt officials to circumvent security protocols, acquire counterfeit travel documents, and avoid legal repercussions (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). Notwithstanding the presence of anti-trafficking legislation, the implementation of these regulations is undermined by corruption and insufficient political commitment (Haider, 2024). Numerous traffickers apprehended frequently evade conviction owing to court inefficiencies and botched investigations (Ukhami et al., 2024).  
3. Porous Borders and Weak Border Control
Nigeria possesses vast borders with adjacent nations, many of which are inadequately regulated, facilitating the undetected smuggling of victims by traffickers. The Nigeria–Niger corridor is a prominent area for human trafficking, as criminal networks exploit these routes for the cross-border transport of victims (Idris et al., 2024). Border control authorities frequently lack adequate infrastructure, staff, and funds to properly address human trafficking, thereby leaving numerous victims vulnerable to traffickers (Moliki & Ajetunmobi, 2024). Enhancing border monitoring and adopting community-based police tactics have been proposed as viable solutions to this problem (Idris et al., 2024).  
4. Globalization and Technology
The emergence of globalization and digital technology has facilitated traffickers' activities, simplifying recruitment and abuse. Traffickers exploit social media platforms, employment recruitment websites, and encrypted communication channels to entice and manipulate victims (Iyanda&Nwogwugwu, 2016). Victims are frequently assured modeling contracts, scholarships, or profitable job prospects overseas, only to discover they are ensnared in forced labor or sexual exploitation upon reaching foreign nations (Amuda-Kannike et al., 2017). The anonymity of internet connections has rendered it progressively challenging for law enforcement organizations to monitor and disrupt trafficking operations (Ebonyi & Bello, 2024).  
Human trafficking in Nigeria persists as a widespread problem rooted in profound socio-economic, political, and structural factors. Notwithstanding national and international initiatives to address the crime, traffickers persist in using inadequate governance, economic frailties, and sophisticated technology to maintain their activities. Forced labor, sexual exploitation, and organ trafficking represent significant kinds of human trafficking impacting Nigerians, predominantly affecting women and children as the principal victims. Addressing the root causes of trafficking must include a combination that involves alleviating poverty, improving enforcement of the laws, border protection, and the use of technology in battling the trafficking gangs. An effective collaboration between the national and international organizations is essential to the destruction of trafficking networks and the provision of justice to the victims.
2.3 Theoretical Review
The conceptual frameworks that can help in understanding the measures and the influence of UNODC in fighting human trafficking are depicted in a theoretical review. This section discusses some of the major theories that relate to crime prevention, international cooperation, and human rights on which the activities of the UNODC in Nigeria have their foundation.
2.3.1 Routine Activity Theory – Cohen and Felson (1979)
According to the Routine Activity Theory offered by Lawrence Cohen and Marcus Felson (1979), crimes can be defined as a convergence of three factors in time and space, namely a motivated offender, a worthy target, and the lack of able guardianship. In the scenario of human trafficking in Nigeria, individuals who are vulnerable like women and children will be appropriate targets because of poverty, lack of employment, and social displacement.
Interventions by UNODC one is in line with this theory since they seek to build guardianship by means of training law enforces, enhancing border measures, and developing institutional capacities to stop trafficking opportunities.
2.3.2 Strain Theory – Robert K. Merton (1938)
This can be attributed to the Strain Theory (1938) as postulated by Robert K. Merton, which asserts that deviant (including criminal) behavior such as human trafficking emerges the people fail to conclude that they feel an association between socially defined goals (e.g., wealth or success) and acceptable methods to be attained. In societies where access to education, job, and even access to social mobility is restricted as it is frequently in Nigeria, individuals can resort to using inappropriate mechanisms to achieve their goals in society such as trafficking.
In this theoretical perspective, the high rate of human trafficking in Nigeria can be attributed to structural inequalities and massive poverty, which cause pressure on the vulnerable population. The traffickers can be victims of systematic disadvantage themselves and adopt the practice of illegal trade as a survival strategy. These root causes, which are the causes of trafficking, are the ones that UNODC is stopping in its anti-trafficking initiative in Nigeria through the provision of socio-economic empowerment to at-risk communities, vocational training, and education opportunities to reduce the strain, which will result in the act of trafficking being reduced.
2.3.3 Global Governance Theory
Global Governance Theory formulated by James N. Rosenau and Ernst-Otto Czempiel (1992), points to the fact that the challenges that are highly complex like human trafficking can never be properly tackled and solved by a small state. Rather, these issues demand collaborative actions of global, regional, and local parties using networks of governance that work above and around the usual state-centred structures.
With regards to the reduction of the human trafficking in Nigeria, the contribution of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) will be vital. UNODC is one of the international actors and partners with the Nigerian government institutions like NAPTIP, civil societies and other regional organizations like ECOWAS. Through this multilevel engagement, UNODC facilitates the domestication of international protocols (e.g., the Palermo Protocol), supports legislative reforms, promotes cross-border cooperation, and strengthens institutional capacities to address trafficking.
Global Governance Theory thus provides a lens through which to understand UNODC’s efforts as part of a broader, decentralized, and collaborative global response to a transnational crime like human trafficking.
2.4 The Role of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Combating Human Trafficking
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is pivotal in international initiatives against human trafficking. UNODC, as the custodian of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and its supplementary Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, offers technical assistance, policy guidance, and operational support to nations in combating human trafficking (De Coning &Stølsvik, 2013). In Nigeria, the UNODC has been engaged in executing anti-trafficking initiatives, specifically from 2020 to 2024, in partnership with the Nigerian government, the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), and various stakeholders. Nonetheless, despite its comprehensive interventions, obstacles remain in completely eliminating human trafficking due to institutional corruption, inadequate law enforcement, and the adaptation of trafficking networks.  
UNODC’s Global Mandate under the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
The anti-trafficking measures of UNODC are based on its global mandate established by UNTOC, adopted in 2000 and effective from 2003. The treaty establishes a legal framework for global collaboration in the fight against organized crime, encompassing human trafficking (Heikkilä, Maalouf, &Campello, 2021). Within this framework, UNODC aids member states in fortifying their criminal justice systems, augmenting victim protection mechanisms, and refining data collecting on trafficking trends (Saner, Yiu, & Rush, 2018).  
An essential component of UNODC's mandate is the promotion of the four pillars of anti-trafficking response: prevention, protection, prosecution, and partnership. Although UNODC has advanced in capacity-building and legislative assistance, critics contend that its emphasis on law enforcement has occasionally eclipsed victim rehabilitation and socio-economic reintegration initiatives (Sakelliadou, 2024). Moreover, apprehensions have been expressed regarding the dependability of trafficking data, as statistics are frequently politicized or distorted to align with donor interests (Feingold, 2011). The absence of precise data obstructs monitoring initiatives and impedes effective policy interventions.  
UNODC’s Specific Interventions in Nigeria from 2020 to 2024
From 2020 to 2024, UNODC executed many efforts in Nigeria to combat human trafficking. The measures encompassed capacity-building initiatives for law enforcement, awareness campaigns, victim support services, and legislation amendments. However, despite these efforts, the level of human trafficking in Nigeria is still at an alarming stage, with thousands of victims being exploited and forced into labor, sex, and selling their organs (Husaini, 2023).  One of the major programs of UNODC during this phase was the Action Against Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants (A-TIPSOM) initiative that was funded by the European Union, specifically in Nigeria. It was a feeble attempt to improve the criminal justice reaction to trafficking, optimize victim care networks, and encourage cooperation in the regions (Husaini, 2023). Critics argue that despite the A-TIPSOM interventions having enhanced institutional structures, their usefulness in reducing trafficking cases is limited by widespread corruption and failure to process the cases satisfactorily (Canton, 2021).  
Another game changer was the Global Action Against Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of Migrants (GLO.ACT) which provided technical assistance to the Nigerian government to counter trafficking syndicates. UNODC worked with the law enforcement in Nigeria to improve the border security and the sharing of information systems. Trafficking across the borders has been perpetuated by the porous nature of Nigeria's borders, together with inadequate resources of the agencies that carry out border policing (Saner, Yiu, & Rush, 2018).  
UNODC has engaged in awareness and prevention initiatives, specifically aimed at at-risk communities. These measures encompass instructional campaigns regarding the perils of trafficking and public service messages disseminated via radio and television. Although these initiatives have heightened public awareness, their efficacy in dissuading traffickers is contentious, since economic desperation persists in compelling numerous Nigerians towards exploitative migratory pathways (Husaini, 2023).  
Collaboration with National Agencies Such as NAPTIP
The collaboration between UNODC and NAPTIP has been essential in Nigeria's anti-trafficking initiatives. Founded in 2003, NAPTIP is the principal organization tasked with the investigation and prosecution of human trafficking cases in Nigeria. The UNODC has offered technical assistance to NAPTIP through officer training, fostering cross-border cooperation, and advocating for legislative amendments (Canton, 2021). A primary focus of partnership has been victim protection and rehabilitation. UNODC has assisted NAPTIP in creating shelters for trafficking survivors, offering medical and psychological treatment, and enabling reintegration programs. Still, it is not just solved, and many victims lack access to adequate support services, and reintegration programs often lack funding (Sakelliadou, 2024). The stigma associated with trafficking discourages many survivors from seeking help, therefore worsening the rehabilitation efforts.  
Furthermore, even though NAPTIP has been making efforts to bring the traffickers to justice, the convictions have continued to be low mainly because of the weak court system and corruption in law enforcement agencies. Many traffickers can avoid justice through politics or corruption and thereby undermining the effectiveness of anti-trafficking laws (Husaini, 2023). Responding to this problem, UNODC has attempted to address it through encouraging the improvement of legal systems and supporting the modification of courts; however, the rates of implementation are both slow and hampered by structural challenges. Another reason the UNODC-NAPTIP partnership has been especially noticeable is the promotion of regional and international cooperation. Nigeria is an important country of source, transit, and destination, and, therefore, cross-border collaboration is required. UNODC has made possible the signed agreement between Nigeria and its neighbors to enhance intelligence-sharing and cooperation in the fight against the trafficking rings (De Coning &Stolsvik, 2013). However, unpredictable political determination and inadequate resources among regional partners have limited the effectiveness of such programs. 
 
Criticism and Challenges in UNODC’s Anti-Trafficking Efforts 
Despite its elaborate efforts, UNODC has faced a lot of criticism about its approach to the problem of human trafficking in Nigeria. The main criticism is that its law enforcement focus approach is often more prosecution-based than solutions that are victim-centered. According to critics, an increased amount of resources and efforts should be devoted to addressing the root causes of trafficking, like poverty, unemployment, and gender inequality, rather than just relying on penal approaches (Heikkil, Maalouf, &Campello, 2021).  
The effectiveness of the programs promoted by UNODC is often hampered due to bureaucratic inefficiency and a lack of funds. Many initiatives rely on donor funding which is in most cases unsustainable and therefore implementation disruption occurs (Saner, Yiu, & Rush, 2018). What is more, a lack of systematic data gathering and tracking mechanisms prevents an accurate measurement of the impact of the work by UNODC (Feingold, 2011).  Another criticism is that there is an issue with openness and accountability in the UNODC partnership with the governments of individual countries. The lack of effectiveness of anti-trafficking efforts in Nigeria is due to corruption within vital agencies like NAPTIP. Enforcement remains poor even though UNODC continues to encourage the adoption of more robust anti-corruption initiatives (Husaini, 2023). 
UNODC has played a massive role in helping Nigeria in its efforts against trafficking through law reforms, capacity building, awareness creation, and international collaboration efforts. It is, however, constrained by the institutional corruption, poor enforcement of laws, and socio-economic issues that cause trafficking. Despite the contribution of UNODC to strengthening the institutional capacity to respond to trafficking within Nigeria, the fact that trafficking networks continue to exist highlights the need to have a more detailed approach that would focus on supporting victims, improving the economy, and regional partnership. As long as these structural barriers are not solved, human trafficking in Nigeria would continue despite the efforts by other nations.
2.5 Challenges Faced by UNODC and Its Partners in Implementing Anti-Trafficking Measures
Although the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and its partners have made an effort to tackle the problem of human trafficking in Nigeria, there are still a lot of challenges that hinder the effectiveness of initiatives. The barriers include institutional and financial restrictions, the role of corruption and poor implementation of justice, the power of globalization and technology when it comes to human trafficking, and border protection barriers surrounding transnational criminal groupings. The responses to combating the challenges require a comprehensive and complementary approach that will enhance institutional capacities and upgrade the cross-border enforcement mechanisms.  
2.5.1 Institutional and Financial Constraints
One of the main challenges that UNODC and its partners experience in Nigeria is the limitation of financial and institutional capacity. Nigeria possesses legal frameworks, including the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) execution and Administration Act of 2015; nevertheless, the execution of these laws is undermined by insufficient finance and infrastructural deficiencies (Ayodele, Akinleye, & Muhammad, 2024). Law enforcement agencies, such as the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), face challenges due to inadequate financial resources, hindering their capacity to perform comprehensive investigations, offer victim rehabilitation services, and prosecute traffickers efficiently (Ukhami, Halidu, &Achudume, 2024).  
Furthermore, the efficacy of UNODC-led anti-trafficking initiatives is hindered by bureaucratic inefficiencies and insufficient cooperation across government agencies. Nigeria's disjointed strategy for combating human trafficking results in redundant efforts and diminishes the effectiveness of treatments (Idris et al., 2024). Numerous international donors and organizations backing anti-trafficking initiatives demand accountability and transparency in fund management; however, institutional mismanagement results in either misappropriation or underutilization of funds, consequently constraining the effectiveness of preventive and rehabilitative programs (Haider, 2024).  
A significant concern is the inadequate training of law enforcement officials regarding human trafficking dynamics. A significant number of officers lack sufficient training to effectively manage trafficking cases, especially with victim-centered methodologies and international cooperation (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). The absence of capacity-building programs intensifies the issue, as trained police are sometimes reassigned to different departments, resulting in knowledge deficits among organizations tasked with counter-trafficking operations (Amuda-Kannike et al., 2017).  
2.5.2 Corruption and Weak Judicial Enforcement
The corruption present in Nigeria's law enforcement and judicial systems severely hampers initiatives to eradicate human trafficking. Although Nigeria possesses stringent anti-trafficking legislation, traffickers frequently elude prosecution by bribery and political leverage (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). Numerous cases do not achieve conviction because of influence from corrupt officials who distort evidence, coerce witnesses, or release defendants for monetary compensation (Haider, 2024).  The incompetence of the judiciary exacerbates the issue. The accumulation of trafficking cases in Nigerian courts results in delayed justice for many victims, allowing traffickers to utilize these postponements to perpetuate their illegal activities (Aluko, 2024). Women and children as victims will often choose not to testify against their traffickers due to fear of retribution, social stigmatization, and lack of adequate witness protection programs (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). The resultant decrease in the proportion of traffickers who are successfully prosecuted compromises deterrence and allows trafficking organizations to operate with great impunity.  
In addition, corruption is not limited to local police, it involves the border forces that facilitate illegal trafficking in exchange for money. This eases the cross-border transfer of victims by the traffickers making it even more transnational (Idris et al., 2024). To increase the effectiveness of anti-trafficking efforts in Nigeria, it is important to arm anti-corruption efforts as well as ensure accountability on the part of the judges.  
2.5.3 The Role of Globalization and Technology in Facilitating Human Trafficking
The trend of globalization and modern technology has changed the nature of the process of human trafficking so much that it makes it more complex and harder to track. Online channels present opportunities to the traffickers to recruit the victims and hide their ill practices as well as make cross-border communications easily (Iyanda&Nwogwugwu, 2016). Traffickers have started using social media and encrypted messaging programs as essential tools that allow them to lure scam victims under the guise of false promises of a job or modeling contract (Amuda-Kannike et al., 2017).  
What is more, due to globalization, the labor movement has increased, which enables traffickers to exploit people who are seeking better economic opportunities abroad (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). Those tricked into believing that they will get a legitimate job are often victims of forced labor or sexual exploitation when they finally arrive at their destination countries (Okeshola & Adenugba, 2018). The anonymity of digital transactions enables traffickers to receive money received by customers and launder it successfully without detection, and this makes their money difficult to track (Ebonyi & Bello, 2024). Even though UNODC has taken some measures of digital monitoring to curb internet trafficking, this is a perennial threat that is rising very rapidly owing to rapid developments that are accruing to cyber technology. Many law enforcement agencies do not have the technical skills to track and destroy the trafficking networks operating within the dark web (Haider, 2024). The enhanced cyber monitoring, the control over digital recruitment resources, and the facilitation of the collaboration between tech companies and law enforcement officers are needed to reduce this currently growing menace.  
2.5.4 Border Security and Transnational Crime Networks
The porous borders of Nigeria continue to hinder efforts to curb human trafficking. The nation possesses broad land borders with Niger, Chad, Cameroon, and Benin, establishing it as a crucial transit nexus for traffickers transporting victims throughout West Africa and beyond (Idris et al., 2024). Inadequate border surveillance, along with insufficient inter-agency collaboration, enables traffickers to transport humans unnoticed (Moliki & Ajetunmobi, 2024). Criminal groups engaged in human trafficking frequently collaborate with other illegal networks involved in drug smuggling, arms trafficking, and terrorism (Ebonyi & Bello, 2024). Transnational crime organizations use Nigeria's inadequate law enforcement systems to enable complex criminal operations (Edet, 2024). The convergence of human trafficking and other organized crimes hampers police operations, as traffickers frequently corrupt officials to evade discovery (Lamidi, 2024). 
Although UNODC has established cross-border cooperation mechanisms, including intelligence-sharing agreements and coordinated border patrols, these initiatives are compromised by insufficient resources and corruption (Idris et al., 2024). The absence of standardized biometric technologies for monitoring migrants and trafficking victims exacerbates the challenges in identifying and rescuing persons ensnared in trafficking (Okeogbu, 2024). It is important to improve the collaboration between Nigeria and the states in the region as part of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to facilitate border security and counter cross-border trafficking (Ayodele et al., 2024).  
The challenges that UNODC and its partners face when implementing anti-trafficking campaigns in Nigeria are multilateral and deep-seated. Government control over the battle against trafficking impedes the usefulness of enforcing officers due to institutional and financial constraints whilst corruption and inefficiencies of justice systems enable traffickers to go free. Due to globalization and the digitization of technology, the enforcement issues have become more difficult, where traffickers use online platforms to recruit and make money. The porous borders of Nigeria allow transnational trafficking, which is aggravated by surveillance and collaboration deficiencies in the security agencies. It has to be a multi-faceted approach that will focus on strengthening institutional structures, increasing funding support to anti-trafficking agencies, and introducing stricter anti-corruption measures. Additionally, the application of technology in the monitoring of trafficking activities, improvements in judicial responsibility, and cross-border collaborations would be instrumental in destroying trafficking networks. Without these much-needed changes, the performance of UNODC will continue to be limited, letting human trafficking thrive in Nigeria and at the global level.
2.6 Impact of UNODC’s Initiatives on Reducing Human Trafficking in Nigeria
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has been playing a significant role in fighting against human trafficking in Nigeria through numerous capacity-building, legal, and community-related activities. Although the achievements are also not negligible, there are still some boundaries that need to be considered, and whether the activities of UNODC are productive or not should be reviewed.  
Assessment of Law Enforcement Capacity-Building Efforts  
Increasing the capacities of law enforcement agencies to investigate, detect, and prosecute cases of human trafficking is one of the major strategies that UNODC is using in Nigeria. This includes the training programs of police officers, immigrants, and the courts to increase their understanding of the trafficking systems and legal frameworks. Husaini (2023) claims that such techniques have led to a measurable improvement in managing cases, which also enables better victim and criminal identification. However, there is also a significant impediment, namely corruption within venues of law enforcement, and often the resulting hampered investigation or protection of the traffickers by high-up individuals of influence (Aluko, 2024). Even with the training programs, many cops lack in resources and institutional support that they need to effectively combat trafficking (Amuda-Kannike et al., 2017).  
The other issue is the international nature of human trafficking which requires cross-border efforts to thwart. The UNODC has facilitated regional cooperation through the information-sharing platforms as well as cooperation in task forces (Haider, 2024). However, there is poor border security whereby the traffickers get a chance to exploit the porous borders and poor surveillance mechanisms, particularly in the Nigeria-Niger corridor (Idris et al., 2024). Despite an attempt to enhance the enforcement of the border, an irregular execution of such programs has compromised their effectiveness.  
Successes and Limitations of Victim Protection Programs  
UNODC has helped strengthen systems by protecting the victims sponsoring rehabilitation facilities and shelters. The UNODC collaborated with National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) to reintegrate those victims through vocational research and psychological assistance (Ukhami et al., 2024). Such programs have improved the lives of some of the survivors particularly those that have a long-term support.  
However, the extent of such projects is restricted. Many shelters are disadvantaged by financial limitations, which leads to overpopulation and the lack of treatments (Okeshola & Adenugba, 2018). Also, the issue is complicated by the stigma of trafficking and the prejudice experienced by the victim of society: Not all survivors of trafficking get accepted by their communities (Okorie & Okeja, 2024). The lack of sustainable finance and overreliance on external sources of financial support including UNODC highlights the importance of allocating more financial resources to victim protection services inside the country. The willingness of the victims to testify against traffickers is a great issue since they can be afraid to do so due to fear of repercussion. Although it has been hailed that UNODC promotes victim-based legal reforms to protect the witnesses, the process has been painstaking thus making many victims prone to more victimization (Ayodele et al., 2024).  
Evaluation of Prosecution Rates and Legal Reforms
UNODC has worked alongside Nigerian authorities to strengthen the legal framework against human trafficking. The organization has provided technical assistance in drafting and implementing anti-trafficking laws, ensuring alignment with international standards, particularly the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Haider, 2024). Nigeria has made progress in enacting tougher laws, including stiffer penalties for traffickers and enhanced legal protections for victims (Canton, 2021).  
Despite these improvements, prosecution rates remain low. While arrests are made, successful convictions are rare due to weak judicial enforcement, corruption, and the intimidation of witnesses (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). Many traffickers leverage their connections to evade justice, undermining the deterrent effect of legal reforms (Edet, 2024). Additionally, delays in court proceedings further weaken the judicial process, allowing many perpetrators to operate with impunity. The challenge is exacerbated by inconsistencies in the enforcement of anti-trafficking laws across Nigeria’s different states. Some regions remain reluctant to fully implement federal anti-trafficking measures, leading to legal loopholes that traffickers exploit (Moliki & Ajetunmobi, 2024). Without stronger judicial accountability and better coordination between federal and state governments, the effectiveness of legal reforms will remain limited.  
Community Engagement and Awareness Initiatives  
Recognizing that human trafficking thrives on misinformation and economic desperation, UNODC has invested in community-based awareness campaigns. All these programs aim to educate vulnerable groups concerning the danger of trafficking and the fraudulent means of the traffickers (Saner et al., 2018). The organization has networked with the local NGOs, religious institutions, and the media to extend consciousness activities.  
Such campaigns have resulted in reporting about trafficking cases in excess, which can be attributed to the fact that more people are aware of the red flags and their rights (Heikkilä et al., 2021). Nonetheless, consciousness is not enough in places where poverty and unemployment rates are still high because financial problems still push some people into abusive relationships (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). Awareness campaigns might not be effective in the long term in preventing trafficking vulnerabilities unless it is done in the context of a more socio-economically interventionist approach.  In addition, other local communities resist some awareness programs because of their cultural norms that give an acceptable dimension to some exploitative practices, including child labor, forced marriages (Aluko, 2024). UNODC should henceforth be more culturally receptive and should incorporate the community leaders and traditional institutions to build grassroots support for anti-trafficking policies.  
 The efforts by UNODC in Nigeria have achieved significant progress in the campaign against human trafficking, especially as regards the training of law enforcement officials, law reforms, and protection of the victims. Nevertheless, elements like corruption, poor judicial implementation, and social and economic weakness remain a challenge to development. In terms of the long-range success of such interventions, institutional accountability must be strengthened, more funds should be allocated to support the victim, and more community-based approaches should be employed. The anti-trafficking work of the UNODC will be limited unless there is a long-term local ownership to continue modifying and adjusting to new challenges as it will take time to address the issue of trafficking.
2.7 Enhancing the Effectiveness of UNODC’s Anti-Trafficking Strategies
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has used different measures in the fight against human trafficking although there are still issues on the ground; there needs to be a re-examination of the best practices, enhanced global collaboration, a change of policies as well as enhanced technological innovations. Although the work of UNODC in Nigeria has aided in increasing awareness, law enforcement, and protection of victims has gaps in the implementation of the law, regional cooperation, and exchange of intelligence.  
2.7.1 Best Practices from Other Countries and Regions
To ensure an improved intervention by UNODC in Nigeria, it is worth examining some of the successful anti-trafficking models in other countries to gain some more ideas. An illustration of such is the Nordic model in which the law enforcement is carried out on traffickers and the consumers of sex services instead of making the sexually victimized criminal (Feingold, 2011). This has worked well in the reduction of sex trafficking in Sweden because it discourages the demand and also provides victims with rehabilitation services. A similar approach focusing on the victimization view can make improvements in the current system of Nigeria, which in some cases criminalizes victims of trafficking (Okorie &Okeja, 2024).  
There is also the employment of specialized anti-trafficking courts as happened, in India. These courts expedite human trafficking cases, ensuring swift justice and minimizing the risk of corruption or intimidation of witnesses (Haider, 2024). Nigeria’s legal system remains slow in prosecuting trafficking cases, with many perpetrators escaping justice due to prolonged court proceedings (Ayodele et al., 2024). Establishing similar specialized courts in Nigeria could enhance prosecution rates and serve as a deterrent.  In Southeast Asia, multi-stakeholder collaboration has been instrumental in combating trafficking. Countries like Thailand have integrated private sector involvement in monitoring supply chains to eliminate forced labor (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). Nigeria’s informal economy and unregulated labor sectors remain hotspots for trafficking, highlighting the need for corporate accountability mechanisms in the country (Edet, 2024).  
2.7.2 Strengthening International and Regional Cooperation
Given the transnational nature of human trafficking, international and regional cooperation is critical. Nigeria is a key source, transit, and destination country for trafficking, necessitating stronger collaboration between law enforcement agencies across borders (Lamidi, 2024). While Nigeria is part of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and has signed multiple anti-trafficking agreements, implementation remains inconsistent (Ayodele et al., 2024). Strengthening ECOWAS’s role in border security and harmonizing anti-trafficking laws across member states can enhance regional cooperation.  
Interpol’s anti-trafficking initiatives have also proven effective in dismantling trafficking networks by facilitating real-time intelligence-sharing (Moliki & Ajetunmobi, 2024). However, Nigeria’s engagement with Interpol has been limited due to inadequate technological infrastructure and bureaucratic inefficiencies (Ukhami et al., 2024). Investing in digital crime databases and secure communication channels can improve Nigeria’s responsiveness to transnational trafficking threats. Bilateral cooperation between Nigeria and destination countries, particularly in Europe, also needs to be strengthened. Many Nigerian trafficking victims end up in countries such as Italy, Spain, and the United Kingdom (Canton, 2021). Joint task forces between Nigerian and European law enforcement agencies could enhance efforts to track traffickers, rescue victims, and disrupt trafficking routes more effectively (Husaini, 2023).  
2.7.3 Policy Recommendations for Improving UNODC Interventions
To enhance UNODC’s impact, policy interventions must prioritize long-term structural reforms. One recommendation is increased investment in economic empowerment programs to address the root causes of trafficking, such as poverty and unemployment (Ebonyi & Bello, 2024). Many victims fall prey to traffickers due to economic desperation, making job creation and access to education crucial in reducing vulnerability. Another critical policy shift should focus on witness protection programs. Many trafficking cases collapse due to victims’ reluctance to testify out of fear of retaliation (Okorie &Okeja, 2024). Establishing stronger protection mechanisms, including relocation and financial support, could encourage more victims to come forward.  
Moreover, the Nigerian government needs to be more involved in financing and maintaining anti trafficking programs. Sustainability is not a given currently as there are a lot of programs that are majorly supported by external donors (Obafemi et al., 2024). Investing more funds into the problem of trafficking in the country would help to rely less on foreign agencies and maintain a steady pace of development.  
2.7.4 The Role of Technology and Intelligence-Sharing in Combating Trafficking  
The contemporary anti-trafficking action heavily depends on technology. UNODC has prioritized the data-based strategy, but Nigeria has a poor capacity for digital surveillance and sharing of intelligence (Saner et al., 2018). Investing in the management of artificial intelligence and big data analysis may allow discovering the trafficking trends as well as suspicious online recruitment cases and the tracking of the financial activity of traffickers (De Coning &Stlsvik, 2013). The use of social media has also become one of the significant mechanisms through which traffickers can manipulate victims using untrue promises (Haider, 2024). The threat of online trafficking can also be diminished by building digital literacy and educating the vulnerable population and partnering with technology corporations in detecting and deleting any questionable advertisements of recruitment and employment opportunities (Heikkilä et al., 2021).  
Blockchain can also provide solutions to forced labor prevention and supply chain tracking. Some nations managed to introduce such a blockchain-issued labor certification framework to guarantee ethical recruitment and avert predatory forms of employment (Iyanda & Nwogwugwu, 2016). Enforcing the same trend in other sectors likely to be subject to labor trafficking in Nigeria like agriculture and house help may aid in combating the mistreatment of laborers. Biometric identification systems are another important one. A significant number of victims of trafficking do not have proper identification documents, which increases the predisposition of these individuals to exploitation (Merz, 2018). Missing persons can be tracked by strengthening the biometric registration systems in place in the country and preventing traffickers from making use of the undocumented persons.  
2.8 Empirical Review
Human trafficking is a pervasive global crime that flourishes due to socio-economic instability, inadequate law enforcement, and international criminal networks. This empirical review synthesizes ten studies on human trafficking, emphasizing their objectives, techniques, and principal conclusions. 
Aluko (2024) analyzes human trafficking from the perspective of kidnapping, contending that traffickers manipulate victims by force, deception, and compulsion. The research utilizes a qualitative methodology, examining case studies from Nigeria's trafficking hotspots. Findings reveal that traffickers employ misleading recruitment tactics, and frequently, trafficking coincides with abduction for ransom. The study advocates for more robust policy frameworks that clearly penalize fraudulent recruitment practices.
Amuda-Kannike et al. (2017) examine the socio-political and economic determinants driving human trafficking in Nigeria. The authors employed a mixed-methods technique, combining structured interviews with 250 victims and law enforcement officials alongside legal policy analysis. Research shows that the ability of Nigeria to deal with trafficking hinders corruption, poverty and unproductive legal structures. It endorses better international cooperation and stronger solutions directed at the community.
Haider (2024) evaluates the compliance of Nigeria to the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC). The work employs the doctrinal approach to law, which critically appraises the legislative and institutional provisions of Nigeria. It concludes that even though Nigeria has adopted some of the provisions of UNTOC, the fight against corruption and corruption and bureaucracy has made it difficult to enforce it. The paper highlights the need for increased prosecution procedures and coordination among agencies.
Idris et al. (2024) look at the role of the community-based border enforcement in the mitigation of trafficking in the border area between Nigeria and Niger. The study would utilize qualitative fieldwork, such as field observations and semi-structured interviews with the representatives of the law enforcement and the representatives of the community. The results reveal that as much as local communities can be part of intelligence-sharing, their contribution to the practice is restricted by a lack of training and resources. The study recommends greater integration of community policing into national anti-trafficking strategies.
Iyanda and Nwogwugwu (2016) analyze the influence of globalization on human trafficking patterns in Nigeria. The authors use secondary data analysis, evaluating trends in migration, technology use, and cross-border movement. Research shows that traffickers exploit visa exemptions, digital platforms, and unregulated travel agencies. The study recommends stronger border control and digital surveillance to mitigate trafficking activities.
Moliki and Ajetunmobi (2024) investigate the nexus between human trafficking, border security, and arms smuggling. The study uses a qualitative methodology, conducting in-depth interviews with border security officials. Findings reveal that porous borders and corruption among officials facilitate both human and arms trafficking. The study emphasizes the need for stringent anti-corruption reforms within border enforcement agencies.
Okeshola and Adenugba (2018) explore the continuity between human trafficking and historical forms of slavery. Utilizing a quantitative survey method, the researchers collect data from 300 trafficking victims. Results indicate widespread exploitation, including forced labor and sexual abuse. The study identifies manipulation tactics used by traffickers and recommends comprehensive rehabilitation and reintegration programs for victims.
Okorie and Okeja (2024) assess challenges in prosecuting human traffickers in Nigeria. The study adopts a case study approach, analyzing 50 human trafficking court cases. It finds that poor evidence collection, witness intimidation, and judicial corruption undermine successful prosecution. The authors propose the establishment of specialized anti-trafficking courts and improved victim protection services.
Ayodele et al. (2024) evaluate Nigeria’s implementation of the ECOWAS anti-trafficking action plan. Employing policy analysis and elite interviews with government officials, the study uncovers issues such as underfunding, institutional rivalry, and poor training. It recommends increased investment and institutional reforms to ensure effective implementation.
Edet (2024) investigates the intersection of organized crime, poverty, and human trafficking in Nigeria. The study uses a sociological approach, gathering data through interviews with trafficking victims and former traffickers. Findings indicate that trafficking operations often coincide with drug smuggling and are fueled by economic desperation. The study calls for integrated socio-economic strategies to address the root causes.
The empirical studies reviewed provide a comprehensive understanding of the complexities of human trafficking in Nigeria. While legal frameworks exist, enforcement remains a significant challenge due to corruption, weak judicial structures, and insufficient border security. Studies also highlight the socio-economic factors that drive trafficking, including poverty, globalization, and organized crime. To combat human trafficking effectively, Nigeria must strengthen law enforcement, enhance community participation, and invest in victim rehabilitation programs.
2.9 Summary of Literature and Research Gap
According to the available research, human trafficking is still on the rise in Nigeria explaining how it is facilitated through weak law enforcement, corruption, and socio-economic vulnerabilities; permeable borders. Studies have examined how globalization has triggered trafficking and the problems of convicting the traffickers. Nigeria has adopted international frameworks; however, there exist failures in enforcement.  
However, little empirical evidence exists on how well UNODC initiatives will go in Nigeria in 2020-2024. No studies are often conducted to assess the impact of modernized-funded UNODC initiatives, capacity-building training, and intelligence-sharing systems on trafficking trends. This lapse has necessitated the evaluation of the effectiveness of UNODC program on police performance, rehabilitation of victims, and policy implementation. The report analyses the policies of the UNODC in its mission in Nigeria, which can contribute to policy debate to complement the anti-trafficking efforts and promote cooperation at the international level to deliver more effective intervention.




CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Theoretical Framework
Routine Activity Theory
Routine Activity Theory (RAT) is a practical theory that Cohen and Felson (1979) suggest in guessing the events leading to human trafficking and how the same can be derailed. RAT stipulates that a crime can be committed in the convergence of three factors including a motivated offender, a nearby target, and the lack of a capable guard. Routine Activity Theory (RAT) hypothesizes that crime will result when three factors merge in time and space; there must be a motivated offender, an appropriate target, and there must be the lack of a competent guardian. It is founded on the principle that criminal behavior does not have to be a symptom of some profound psychological or social reasons but is a product of daily human behaviour. The theory assumes that offenders are rational decision makers, that it is the opportunity that affects the decisions, and that it is possible to alter the possibility of criminal activity by altering daily routine, work schedule, travel patterns, or changing social behavior. Moreover, it is believed that through a shift in routine activities, crime can be deterred by lessening opportunities, that is, using the capability to supervise, improve guarding, or render targets less desirable or accessible. Consequently, in the case of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) efforts to reduce human trafficking in Nigeria during 2020-2024, every component of the theory is connected to defined interventions and the situation in Nigeria.
The main members of the trafficking networks in Nigeria are the local recruiters, smugglers, organized crime networks, and co-opted officials. Economic motivation, poor policing, and corruption on a systemic level drive these individuals or groups as they lower the perceived risk of having to recruit and participate in trafficking (Afolabi, 2021). To this effect, the UNODC has concentrated on enhancing the criminal justice response of Nigeria by assisting through the training of law enforcement agencies, building capacity in the judicial system, and aiding in the prosecution of trafficking crimes. In collaboration with the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), UNODC has hoped to discourage traffickers by ensuring that trafficking is a low-profit-high-risk profession (UNODC, 2022).
The most appropriate targets in this context include young females, children, and internally displaced people who experience a lot of socio-economic vulnerability. They are also liable to exploitation due to other reasons related to their socioeconomic status such as poverty, unemployment, conflict, and lack of access to education (Okonofua et al., 2020). By enhancing awareness in the communities, popularizing safe migration companies, and financing employment and empowerment programs among vulnerable groups, UNODC has helped shrink target suitability. These are aimed at enhancing resilience in the potential victims hence reducing their vulnerability among the traffickers.
The absence of competent custodians like effective institutions, border controls, and enlightened communities has given the traffickers a free rein over time. Between 2020 and 2024, UNODC was aiming to strengthen guardianship through enhanced institutional capacities. It encompasses the technical assistance to NAPTIP, deploying victim identification and referral guidance, and the use of data systems, like the West African Network of Central Authorities and Prosecutors (WACAP) to improve collaboration regionally (UNODC, 2023). Besides, the assistance offered by UNODC in implementing cross-border efforts and cross-agency cooperation has proved essential in tracking trafficking routes and preventing traffickers even before they make their targets.
Although RAT is useful in terms of operational analysis, it has a limitation. It puts more emphasis on the situational causes of crime as opposed to the structural ones, which include economic inequality, gender based violence, and political instability. However, the theory is useful in detailing trafficking reduction in terms of the way daily activities can be changed, better surveillance facilitated, and chances of exploitation minimized. The strategic work of UNODC in Nigeria in 2020-2024 is rather close to the principles of RAT because it logically covers all the points of the theory. UNODC has tried to interfere with the meeting point that makes human trafficking possible by reducing offender motivation and reining in the victim receptiveness and improving the guardianship within an institution.
3.2 Research Hypothesis
This study is guided by the following hypotheses:
1. Persistent human trafficking in Nigeria has significantly undermined national security and socio-economic development.
2. UNODC and its partners face significant challenges and limitations in combating human trafficking in Nigeria.
3. The UNODC has adopted effective strategies with measurable outcomes to combat human trafficking in Nigeria.
3.3 Research Design
The research in this study is a secondary data research model, which aims to both describe and explain. Descriptive research design can be used to present the general picture of the trends in human trafficking, whereas explanatory research design will help explore the causal connections between the UNODC activities and the reduction of the trafficking levels (Creswell, 2014). The secondary data are chosen due to the presence of a large number of records, statistical reports, and policies concerning human trafficking in Nigeria which constitutes sufficient expertise on the matter (Binder, 2018).
Also, secondary information removes the ethical issues that arise with primary data collection like confidentiality of victims and retraumatization (Beauchamp and Childress, 2019). The research study design conforms to the available body of work regarding the methodology of transnational crime research and studies that tend to use retrospective data analysis to determine the effectiveness of policy (John, 2019). This research can effectively evaluate the activities of UNODC with a high-quality analysis and avoid the disadvantages of conducting field-based research through the study of already conducted research, official reports of governments, and publications of international agencies.
3.4 Method of Data Collection
The research is based on documentary method of data collection which is also referred to as the secondary method the procedure of data collection follows the obtaining of information in:
Reports and publications: UNODC yearly reports, National Agency to prohibit trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) publications, Nigerian government policy, and ECOWAS action plans.
Journal Articles: Scholarly articles on human trafficking in Nigeria, the effectiveness of foreign interventions, and the strategy of transnational organized crimes.
Statistical Data: Statistics on prosecution and cases of human trafficking as well as rehabilitation rates provided by the law enforcement agencies, non-governmental, and international organizations.
The criteria involved in the selection of the sources of secondary data are based on the credibility, relevance, and methodological rigor of the sources (Debois, 2021). Publications of official documents have official data on the policy actions and the trend of trafficking, whereas scholarly literature can give data and analysis of the effectiveness of interventions. Qualitative and quantitative data thoroughly consider the research problem thoroughly considered.
3.5 Method of Data Analysis
The research used was a qualitative method.
Content Analysis: It is one of the approaches applied to review qualitative data included in policy documents, UNODC reports, and academic studies. Content analysis is used to establish a pattern, theme, and/or repeated narratives of trafficking interventions (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).
The mixed-methods research design is selected to help guarantee the equal evaluation of the qualitative policy effectiveness. Although numeric information can quantify the effects of the interventions under consideration, qualitative information is capable of describing policy implementation issues and achievements in more detail (Feigl, 2021)
3.6 Logical Data Framework (LDF)
The Logical Data Framework (LDF) provides a structured approach to aligning research questions, hypotheses, variables, and data collection methods.








	Research Question
	Hypothesis
	Major Variables
	Empirical Indicators
	Method of Data Collection
	Source of Data
	Method of Data Analysis

	How has persistent human trafficking in Nigeria undermined national security and development?
	Persistent human trafficking in Nigeria significantly undermines national security and development.
	Independent (X): Persistent human trafficking
Dependent (Y): National security and development
	- Number of trafficking cases
- Crime rate trends
- GDP
-Unemployment rate
- Education levels
	- Secondary data review
	- NAPTIP reports
- National Bureau of Statistics
- Police & DSS data
- Interviews with experts
	- Content Analysis

	What are the key challenges and limitations faced by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and its partners in combating human trafficking in Nigeria?
	UNODC and its partners face significant challenges and limitations in combating human trafficking in Nigeria.
	Independent (X): UNODC and its partners’ interventions
Dependent (Y): Challenges and limitations in combating trafficking
	- Resource limitations (financial, technical, human capacity)
- Legal and policy gaps
- Coordination issues (lack of collaboration between organizations)
- Political and social resistance
	- Document review (e.g., program reports, policy frameworks)
	- UNODC reports
- NAPTIP and partner organizations’ documents
- Interviews with UNODC and NAPTIP officials
	-Content Analysis







	What strategies has the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) adopted to address human trafficking in Nigeria?
	The UNODC has adopted effective strategies with measurable outcomes to combat human trafficking in Nigeria.
	Independent (X): UNODC strategies (training, policy development, community awareness)
Dependent (Y): Effectiveness of these strategies in mitigating trafficking
	- Number of interventions (e.g., training programs, policy initiatives)
- Number of prosecutions
- Increase in community awareness and reporting
- Effectiveness in victim protection and rehabilitation
	- Document review (e.g., program progress reports)
	- UNODC reports
- NAPTIP records
- Interviews with UNODC staff, NAPTIP officials, and civil society representative
	-Content Analysis




It provides a methodological consistency that can be achieved via interconnecting the research purpose and data sources and analysis methods (Fellows and Liu, 2015). Choice of particular variables, i.e., funding and prosecution rates, can be explained by the fact that they are relevant to the policy assessment and can be measured to calculate their impact. Through this systematic approach, the study seeks to develop an evidence-based evaluation of the role of UNODC in fighting human trafficking in Nigeria. The secondary data used makes it possible to thoroughly analyse intervention strategies and reduce ethical issues that arise when primary data must be collected. Both qualitative and quantitative analytical approaches support the comprehensive nature of the analysis and, therefore, findings can be applied in policy-making structures, research, and global organizations.





[bookmark: _heading=h.uxgwvqg177kj]CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _heading=h.135dfuaide5u]4.0 Introduction
The findings and explanations based on the content analysis conducted on the relevant documents, reports, publications, and media contexts of the 20202024 period are shown in this chapter. These are the annual reports of UNODC, the publications of the governments of Nigeria, the briefings of the local NGOs and civil society organizations, and academic articles on the topic of human trafficking in Nigeria. The data are coded and analyzed in the light of the three research objectives.
4.1 Analysis and Presentation of Data
[bookmark: _heading=h.8dw7swy9mknd]4.1.1 To analyze whether persistent human trafficking impacts Nigeria’s national security and socio-economic development.
Themes Identified:
· Insecurity and Border Vulnerability Recurrent patterns in the content show that human trafficking facilitates organized crime networks, including smuggling, child exploitation, and sexual slavery. Reports by UNODC (2021) and NAPTIP (2022) identify trafficking as a driver of cross-border insecurity, especially in the North-East and South-South regions. These groups often overlap with terrorist networks such as Boko Haram, which use trafficking to fund operations.
· Economic Drain and Brain Waste Several publications highlight trafficking’s impact on economic development. Young Nigerians trafficked abroad often contribute to labor forces elsewhere under exploitative conditions, while Nigeria loses critical human capital. Studies (e.g., Adepoju, 2023; World Bank, 2022) emphasize how this undermines national productivity and deepens unemployment and poverty domestically.
· Public Health and Social Instability Victims often return with trauma, physical health issues (e.g., STIs, malnutrition), and psychological disorders. These outcomes strain the public health system and erode community resilience. Evidence from WHO reports (2023) indicates long-term trauma rehabilitation costs and social integration challenges.
Interpretation: Content from 2020–2024 strongly supports the assertion that human trafficking significantly impairs Nigeria’s national security, economic stability, and social development. The growing sophistication of trafficking networks highlights the urgency for a coordinated national response.
4.1.2 To evaluate if the UNODC and its partners face challenges and limitations in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria.
Themes Identified:
· Funding and Resource Limitations Content reveals persistent underfunding of anti-trafficking operations. The UNODC Nigeria Strategic Programme (2021–2023) acknowledges gaps in funding that limit victim support services, investigative capacity, and inter-agency training.
· Weak Institutional Frameworks Despite the enactment of laws such as the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Enforcement and Administration Act, enforcement remains inconsistent. Reports by Human Rights Watch and Transparency International (2022) highlight systemic corruption, judicial delays, and low conviction rates as recurring challenges.
· Poor Interagency Coordination UNODC documentation and partner evaluations (IOM, 2023) note fragmentation among agencies like NAPTIP, police, immigration, and civil society organizations. Data inconsistencies and jurisdictional conflicts hinder the effectiveness of joint operations.
· Cultural and Community Barriers Analysis of awareness campaign reports shows that cultural acceptance of child labor, “street hawking,” and external migration continue to fuel trafficking. Community resistance to reintegration programs is also widely reported.
Interpretation:
The UNODC and its partners face multiple systemic, financial, and socio-cultural barriers. Content from 2020–2024 consistently points to the need for institutional reform, better funding, and community-based interventions to overcome these limitations.
4.1.3 To examine whether the strategies adopted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are effective in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria.
Themes Identified:
· Capacity Building and Training: UNODC programs have trained thousands of police officers, immigration officials, and judges across Nigeria between 2020 and 2024. These capacity-building efforts, highlighted in annual reports (UNODC Nigeria, 2022; 2023), aim to improve identification, investigation, and prosecution of trafficking cases.
· Victim-Centered Approach: Strategic content reveals a growing shift towards survivor-centered practices. This includes psychosocial support, temporary shelter, vocational rehabilitation, and legal assistance. UNODC collaborated with NAPTIP and IOM to implement safe return and reintegration protocols.
· Public Sensitization and Community Engagement: Media campaigns such as “Blue Heart Campaign” and community workshops were launched across vulnerable states (Delta, Edo, Borno). Reports (UNODC, 2023) indicate measurable increases in public awareness and tip-offs through dedicated hotlines.
· Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration: From 2020–2024, UNODC improved collaboration with local and international stakeholders including ECOWAS, IOM, the EU, and Nigerian agencies. Joint task forces and information-sharing platforms were established to streamline efforts.
· Monitoring and Data Systems: A recurring theme in recent content is the deployment of digital systems for victim tracking and case management. While challenges remain, there is evidence of increased use of data to inform policymaking (UNODC, 2024).
Interpretation:
UNODC has implemented a multi-pronged strategy combining law enforcement, advocacy, victim care, and institutional reform. While these strategies have yielded notable progress, especially in awareness and training, effectiveness is still limited by broader systemic issues, including corruption and weak infrastructure.
4.2 Test of Hypotheses
Hypothesis one
Persistent human trafficking in Nigeria has significantly undermined national security and socio-economic development.
Content Analysis Findings:
· National Security Risks: Multiple UNODC reports (2020–2024) and NAPTIP publications highlight that human trafficking contributes to transnational organized crime and weakens state control over border regions, especially in the North-East and South-South zones. Trafficking networks often overlap with arms smuggling and terrorist financing channels (UNODC, 2022).
· Youth Exploitation and Brain Drain: Evidence from World Bank (2022) and IOM (2021) publications reveals that many of those trafficked are young, educated Nigerians seeking better opportunities abroad. Their departure results in the loss of skilled labor and weakens the domestic workforce.
· Health and Social Implications: Victim testimonies and healthcare reports (WHO Nigeria, 2023) confirm long-term psychological and physical trauma, increasing the burden on the health system and leading to social fragmentation in communities where victims originate.
· Poverty and Inequality: Analysis of UNDP and local NGO reports indicates that trafficking exacerbates poverty cycles, especially in rural and economically disadvantaged regions, due to financial exploitation and labor abuse.
Conclusion:
The hypothesis is strongly supported by the content. The persistent nature of human trafficking has had a pronounced negative impact on both Nigeria’s security and socio-economic development.
Hypotheses two
UNODC and its partners face significant challenges and limitations in combating human trafficking in Nigeria.


Content Analysis Findings:
· Insufficient Funding and Resources: UNODC strategic reports (2021–2023) repeatedly cite budgetary limitations as a barrier to full implementation of anti-trafficking programs. Funding gaps hinder victim rehabilitation and case tracking systems.
· Institutional Weakness and Corruption: Human Rights Watch (2022) and Transparency International documents reveal endemic corruption in law enforcement and judiciary, impeding successful prosecution of traffickers.
· Poor Interagency Coordination: Documents from the Nigeria-EU Partnership on Migration (2022) criticize the lack of synergy among stakeholders (NAPTIP, police, immigration, NGOs), which leads to duplication and inefficiency.
· Cultural Barriers: Content from community-level reports shows resistance to anti-trafficking messages in regions where child labor, street hawking, or migration for domestic work is normalized (Adeyemi, 2023).
Conclusion:
This hypothesis is also strongly supported. Content analysis across reports and literature confirms that the UNODC and its partners operate under significant logistical, institutional, and socio-cultural constraints in Nigeria.
Hypothesis three
The UNODC has adopted effective strategies with measurable outcomes to combat human trafficking in Nigeria.
Content Analysis Findings:
· Capacity Building and Legal Training: Reports from 2020–2024 show that over 5,000 law enforcement officers and judicial personnel were trained through UNODC programs, resulting in improved detection and handling of trafficking cases (UNODC Nigeria Report, 2023).
· Public Awareness Campaigns: Initiatives like the "Blue Heart Campaign" and radio outreach in Edo, Delta, and Borno states have reportedly led to a 30% increase in public reporting of trafficking cases (UNODC, 2022).
· Victim Support Programs: The UNODC collaborated with IOM and NAPTIP to establish safe houses, offer psychosocial counseling, and provide vocational training to hundreds of survivors. Data from 2023 shows improved reintegration outcomes in southern Nigeria.
· Monitoring and Evaluation Tools: A digital case management system was launched in 2022 to track trafficking cases and assist with data-driven policymaking. This system is already active in 15 states (UNODC, 2024).
Limitations Noted: Although strategies have been effective in certain areas, the reports acknowledge gaps in rural reach, long-term sustainability, and consistent funding (UNODC Mid-Term Review, 2023).
Conclusion:
The hypothesis is partially supported. While the UNODC has adopted effective and measurable strategies, their full impact is limited by structural and systemic challenges.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ro2gg0taxtbv]


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _heading=h.g00i48hra103]5.1 Summary 
This study was conducted to investigate the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and Mitigating human trafficking in Nigeria from 2020 to 2024. By this primary objective, other sub objectives to analyze whether persistent human trafficking impacts Nigeria’s national security and socio-economic development, to evaluate if the UNODC and its partners face challenges and limitations in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria and to examine whether the strategies adopted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) are effective in addressing human trafficking in Nigeria.
[bookmark: _heading=h.h10i968tlyim]Content from 2020–2024 strongly supports the assertion that human trafficking significantly impairs Nigeria’s national security, economic stability, and social development. The growing sophistication of trafficking networks highlights the urgency for a coordinated national response. The hypothesis is strongly supported by the content. The persistent nature of human trafficking has had a pronounced negative impact on both Nigeria’s security and socio-economic development.
The UNODC and its partners face multiple systemic, financial, and socio-cultural barriers. Content from 2020–2024 consistently points to the need for institutional reform, better funding, and community-based interventions to overcome these limitations. This hypothesis is supported with great strength also. Evidence of content analysis of the various reports and literary works affirm that the UNODC and its partners have to work under massive logistical, institutional and socio-cultural challenges in Nigeria.
UNODC has adopted a two-fold approach consisting of an enforcement-based approach that incorporates advocacy, care for the affected, and institutional change. Although these approaches have provided commendable gains, particularly in terms of awareness and training, the problem remains less effective due to the prevalence of systemic problems such as corruption, and poor infrastructure. The hypothesis also has strong support. The analysis of content in various reports and literature available has all established that the UNODC and its partners work in Nigeria with major logistical, institutional, and socio-cultural limitations. Despite the success of the strategies in some specific spheres, the reports reveal lapses in rural coverage, sustainability, and funding stability (UNODC Mid-Term Review, 2023). To some degree, the hypothesis holds. Although the UNODC has implemented effective and measurable measures, the full effect is yet to be realized because of structural and systemic difficulties.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4cbmqij3ydwo]5.2 Conclusions
The recent findings published in 20202024, give great weight to the claim that human trafficking is one of the major factors adversely affecting the national security of Nigeria, its economic base, and social progress. Such a view is supported by multiple academic and institutional studies. As an example, Okeshola and Abdullahi (2019) state that the trafficking networks in Nigeria are directly connected with transnational organized crime that negatively impacts national security due to illegal migration, smuggling of firearms, and corruption. UNODC (2021) also notes that trafficking routes in Nigeria have also continued to be exploited by criminal syndicates attributed to instability in West Africa, adding to the complex insecurity concerns, such as terrorism and insurgency.
Several systemic, financial, and socio-cultural challenges inhibit the UNODC and its allies in combating human trafficking in Nigeria. All material presented in 20202024 confirms that the institutional improvement, enhanced elements of funding, and more substantial interventions in the community are critical in breaking those drawbacks. Current policy studies and research substantiate this claim. Adebayo and Olutola (2021) argue that Nigerian police departments and anti-trafficking organizations lack sufficient training, financing, and streamlined operations, thus becoming narrow in their cooperation with external agencies and organizations such as the UNODC. Equally, UNODC 2021 and 2022 reports on the existence of structural obstacles Existing structural obstacles continue to include the inability to effectively coordinate activities between agencies and inefficient judicial procedures and victim support services.
UNODC has adopted the multi-pronged plan of assembling law enforcement, advocacy, victim care, and institutions. Although these strategies have delivered significant milestones, most especially in awareness and training, their efforts are restricted by the systemic problems at large, such as corruption and poor infrastructure. Other studies confirm this evaluation. According to Okafor and Edeh (2021), although trainings facilitated by UNODC have advanced the technical ability of law enforcement personnel in urban centres, there are unfavorable issues relating to poor logistics, the absence of reaching out to rural settings and low community participation. Likewise, Uchenna (2022) noted that despite the effectiveness of awareness campaigns in creating more knowledge about trafficking among people, the lack of finances and the reliance on donors make them unsustainable.
5.3 Recommendations
Base on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:
· A nationwide response to human trafficking is urgently needed to be fully coordinated and intelligence-driven. This could be done by creating a multi-agency, centralized task force comprising the National Agency against Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAP-TIP), the Nigerian Police, Immigration services, as well as other security and intelligence agencies with technical support from UNODC. The coordinated structure must increase intelligence sharing, fast response systems, and cross-state regional operations. The rationale of this suggestion lies in the increasing sophistication of trafficking networks as it was observed in various reports over the period under consideration.
· Sustainable impact requires increased financial investment and institutional reform within both national and international anti-trafficking frameworks. The Nigerian government should prioritize budgetary allocation to anti-trafficking units and ensure accountability in fund disbursement. UNODC and its partners must also strengthen internal operational efficiency by addressing bureaucratic delays, improving inter-agency communication, and investing in anti-corruption safeguards. Reports consistently underscore that underfunding and institutional inefficiencies continue to limit progress, particularly in rural outreach and long-term victim rehabilitation.
· Interventions should be increasingly localized through grassroots and community-based strategies. Given the socio-cultural context in which trafficking thrives, expanding the involvement of local NGOs, religious institutions, traditional rulers, and community influencers is essential. These stakeholders are crucial for shifting harmful norms, providing early warnings, and supporting reintegration efforts. Awareness campaigns and preventive education should be tailored to local realities, especially in high-risk regions. Community engagement has been shown to be a vital tool in overcoming cultural barriers and ensuring the sustainability of anti-trafficking measures.
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