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ABSTRACT
In Nigeria, many women are brutally treated by their intimate partners who in some cases lead to the death of such women. Domestic violence affects all social groups and can consist of physical, sexual and psychological abuse. The level of violence against women in Nigeria is increasing by the day with two out of every three women in certain communities experiencing violence in the family. Many women do not report the abuse as they are ashamed that their marriages are not working and for most women in Nigeria, divorce is not an option at all. So they suffer in silence. 
Domestic violence is one of Nigeria’s most significant public health problems. It refers to acts of gender-based violence that cause or have the potential to cause physical, sexual, emotional, mental and/or economic harm. It is one of the most widespread violations of human rights. This research seeks to uncover the role of social media in creating awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria.
An online survey was sent to 146 oshodi/ isolo local government residents to assess the role of social media in raising awareness on domestic violence. Data including age, sex and marital status, were collected, analyzed and interpreted by using the simple tables, percentages, frequency analysis and pie chart (statistical tools most suitable for breaking down and analyzing the generated data in such a way that the result would be easy and simple to understand by both academicians and non). It was discovered that a great number of women have gone through more than one form of abuse in their life time.
There is therefore evidence that social media helps victims that reside in Oshodi/Isolo local government to share their stories with social media users to get closure.




CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
For some time in the Nigerian society now, there has been a repetition of gruesome news of domestic violence in every nook and cranny of the country. If the news is not about rape, assault, racism or world War III trending in the country, it may be about a husband killing the wife or vice versa. In other cases, it may be about a father having sexual relationships with his children either by abusing them or some by consent. Nigerian women has been at the receiving end of batter rape and even murder by members of their own family most especially, their nuclear family for a supposed violation which can vary from not having meals ready on time to trying to stand up for one’s self. Though studies have acknowledged that women do perpetrate violence against men (Donnellan, 2006; Macdonnell, 2009; Australian Institute of Criminology, 2008), women report experiencing more severe abuse and threats in the context of intimidation and fear while men do not report the same level of violence or feelings of fear or powerlessness (Bagshaw et al. 2010). Domestic violence affects all social groups in the society and can consist of physical, sexual, emotional, economic and psychological abuse (America Psychiatric Association 2005, Oifig and Tánaist, 1997).Domestic violence is defined as “physical violence occurring within intimate relationships and in a domestic setting” (Morgan & Chadwick, 2009). Domestic violence occurs when one partner attempts to dominate the other through a sequence of controlling behavior and violence (Access Economics, 2004). It is any abusive treatment (physically or psychologically) of a family member by another, therefore violating the law of basic human rights. It includes battering of intimate partners and others, sexual abuse of children, marital rape and traditional practices that are harmful to women. Domestic violence is associated with many health problems (Marcus & Braaf, 2007), and has a significant impact on the general health and wellbeing of individuals, especially women and children. Families from all walks of lives and as well from social, racial, economic, educational and religious backgrounds experience domestic violence in one way or the other. In West Africa, domestic violence is prevalent and reportedly justified and to an extent allowed in some cultures.
Domestic violence is not a new trend in the Nigerian society. We have woken up to read of murder and violence. Domestic violence happens across all sectors of society. It is common among the educated and the illiterates, the religious and the freethinkers, classes of career women and stay-at-home wives, the married and the single as well as all ages. In local communities, domestic violence is mostly perceived as what is due to women who nag, disobey or want to take over the seat of authority from the man, who is always seen to be the head of the house. It is also known as a therapy through which a man can conveniently vent his anger or frustration on a ‘lesser being’ who is his wife or children. Many women now agree that physical abuse is sometimes justified depending on the circumstances that surround it. In this setting, most women bear the pain and grieve in silence believing that one day the man will have a change of heart and amend his ways. The stigma and the shame it will elicit also contributes to the silence.
Determining the extent of domestic violence in Nigeria is a difficult task and this is because the official statistics on violence in the home are not properly documented in the country. Hence this study aims to critically look at the assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
This study’s problem was based on the researcher’s conversations and observations on the happenings both in families and the society. Domestic violence is a global problem and an increasing issue in Nigeria. Some implications of domestic violence on victims include physical and mental health consequences. In most aspects, women are usually at the receiving end of this hostile and unfriendly behaviour in Nigeria. Various concerned, organizations and individuals, have put up various measures to challenge the social menace that has put mostly the female gender and children in danger. The social media is expected to play a significant role by amplifying the voices of antisexual violence crusaders and through its instrumental surveillance role, bring to public notice cases of domestic violence.
In a bid to combat the menace of domestic violence situation in Nigeria, all stakeholders must be involved; the communities, news agencies, religious groups, institutions, bloggers, government at all levels. There must be organization of seminars and workshops, where trained counsellors would help in propagating the anti-domestic violence campaign. There is the need to create awareness at these forums, to underscore the fact that violence in the home serves as a breeding ground for violence in the society. It is also observed that violation of women at home has made women situation difficult to participate fully in issues concerning them in the home and in the society. As such, women have no freedom to speak for themselves because of fear of punishment from their husbands. Men think women are meant for giving birth, taking care of the children and doing only domestic works. Therefore this study shall focus on the assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. 
1.3   Objectives of the Study
The objective of this study is to assess the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. However, the specific objectives are:
I)  To study the extent to which the social media has helped in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria. 
II) To identify the ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence. 
1.4 Research Question
The following are some of the questions which this study intends to answer:
i) To what extent does social media help in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria? 
ii) What are ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence.

1.5 Significance of the Study
This study investigates the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. Oshodi-Isolo (Yoruba: Oṣòdì-Ìsọlọ̀) is a Local Government Area (LGA) within Lagos State. It was formed by the second republic Governor of Lagos State, Alhaji Lateef Kayode Jakande, also known as 'Baba Kekere' and the first Executive Chairman of the Local Government was late Sir Isaac Ademolu Banjoko. The LGA is part of the Ikeja Division of Lagos State, Nigeria. It has an area of 45 square kilometers. Hon. Idris Bolaji Muse Ariyoh, has been re-elected for a second term into office July 25, 2017, as the Executive Chairman.This study will focus on the report from social networking sites like Twitter and Instagram on domestic violence and it will therefore awaken the consciousness of social media users on the importance of the use of social media in the society. Moreover, by articulating figures and other issues related to domestic violence as reported by social media, the public can understand and appreciate the seriousness of that Anti social behaviour. In addition, the study will provide adequate information to the government by revealing different cases of domestic violence in the country and as well provide necessary solutions to the government on the various ways by which the victims of domestic violence can be helped, mot especially, by establishing rehabilitation homes that will help their social and psychological lives. Also, this study will be beneficial to students, adults and researchers of mass communication as it is a material for academic exercise; it will as well serve as a foundation upon which further research can be conducted.
1.6	Scope of the Study
The study investigates the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. The researcher studied Oshodi/Isolo local government Lagos state as a case study because of the time frame given to study the work. Oshodi/Isolo local government Lagos state was carved out from Mushin local government in 1982 by the first executive governor of Lagos state, Alhaji Lateef Kayode Jakande popularly Called "Baba Kekere". The council was formed to be in charge of public administration of the area covered, the local government is constituted of eleven wards; Oshodi/Bolade ward, orile oshodi, Mafoluku, Sogunle, Sogunle/Alasia, Isolo, Ajao estate, Ilasamaja, Okota, Ishatedo and Oke afa/Ejigbo. In the year 2003, the then Governor of Lagos State, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, created 37 Local Council Development Areas (LCDAs) and this resulted in a long row with the then President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Mathew Olusegun Obasanjo; and this gave birth to the Isolo LCDA from the Oshodi-Isolo Local Government.Several mass media in the country are articulating their coverage of issues on domestic violence against women and children will be too exacting to accomplish. The total population of oshodi/isolo local government Lagos is 1,506,400.The study will be focusing on the coverage of domestic violence like rape, nagging of women by men, physical assault by couple. However, this study was particularly focused on cases of physical assaults (couple bartering each other) as reported by various social media.
1.7  Limitation of the study
  Due to the pandemic, the researcher couldn’t go all out in the research and was therefore limited in findings. 
1.8.  Operational Definitions of Terms
The following terms were used in the course of this study;
· COVERAGE: the process of reporting various cases of domestic violence like physical assault, rape, nagging etc. through social media sites like Twitter and Instagram.
· DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: the intentional and persistent abuse of anyone in the home in a way that causes pain, distress or injury. According to the United States Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women, the definition of domestic violence is a pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain control over another intimate partner.
· SOCIAL MEDIA:  It refers to a web based services that allow the individuals to construct a public or semi-public profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom they share a connection and view, and traverse their list of connections and those made by others within the system. In this research, social media refers to Twitter and Instagram. 
· AWARENESS: Knowledge that something exists, or understanding of a situation or subject at the present time based on information or experience. Awareness offers more than just hope though. It can to lead to action. 



CHAPTER  TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This section is a review of related studies on the topic “assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria”. 
This section is organized under the following headings:
· Review of concepts
· Empirical studies 
· Theoretical framework 
REVIEW  OF CONCEPTS 
These were discussed under the following sub-headings.
2.1	The concept of social media 
2.2	 Definitions and forms of  violence against women. 
2.3	 Effects of spousal abuse against women. 
2.4	Sexual abuse against women





2.1        THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
     According to learners English dictionary, social media can be defined as interactive forms of media that allow users to interact with and publish to each other, generally by means of the Internet. 
In this research, social media refers to Twitter and Instagram. 
TWITTER 
Twitter was created by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 2006 and launched in July of that year. By 2012, more than 100 million users posted 340 million tweets a day, and the service handled an average of 1.6 billion search queries per day. In 2013, it was one of the ten most-visited websites and has been described as “the SMS of the Internet”. As of 2018, Twitter had more than 321 million monthly active users.
Twitter is a ‘microblogging’ system that allows you to send and receive short posts called tweets. Tweets can be up to 140 characters long and can include links to relevant websites and resources.
Twitter users follow other users. If you follow someone you can see their tweets in your twitter ‘timeline’. You can choose to follow people and organizations with similar academic and personal interests to you. You can create your own tweets or you can retweet information that has been tweeted by others. Retweeting means that information can be shared quickly and efficiently with a large number of people.

Twitter allows you to:
· Easily promote your research, for example by providing links to your blog stories, journal articles and news items. 
· Reach a large number of people quickly through tweets and retweets.
· Follow the work of other experts in your field. 
· Build relationships with experts and other followers. 
· Keep up-to-date with the latest news and developments, and share it with others instantly. 

INSTAGRAM 
History of Instagram
Instagram was started in San Francisco by Kevin Systrom and Mike Krieger, who initially tried creating a platform similar to Foursquare but then turned their attention exclusively to photo sharing. The word Instagram is an amalgam of “instant camera” and “telegram.”
The iOS app was released through the iTunes App Store on Oct. 6, 2010, and the Android app was released on April 3, 2012. The platform’s popularity skyrocketed, with the company reporting more than 40 million active users just two years after launch. This caught the attention of Facebook, which officially purchased Instagram for $1 billion in the summer of 2012.
 Instagram is a free, online photo-sharing application and social network platform that was acquired by Facebook in 2012. Instagram allows users to edit and upload photos and short videos through a mobile app. Users can add a caption to each of their posts and use hashtags and location-based geotags to index these posts and make them searchable by other users within the app. Instagram is not only a tool for individuals, but also for businesses. According to Instagram’s website, more than 1 million advertisers worldwide use Instagram to share their stories and drive business results. Additionally, 60% of people say they discover new products through the app.
Instagram is a free, online photo-sharing application and social network platform that was acquired by Facebook in 2012.
Instagram allows users to edit and upload photos and short videos through a mobile app. Users can add a caption to each of their posts and use hashtags and location-based geotags to index these posts and make them searchable by other users within the app. Each post by a user appears on their followers’ Instagram feeds and can also be viewed by the public when tagged using hashtags or geotags. Users also have the option of making their profile private so that only their followers can view their posts.
2.2.  DEFINITIONS AND FORMS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST  WOMEN 
Akpan and Usoroh, (2005) defined domestic violence as violence in intimacy which can be physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or threats of physical or sexual violence that are inflicted on women. Violence directed against women is found in many societies.
Genyi (2005) added that, domestic violence is a very serious social, economic and psychological problem that has no cultural or social, economic and psychological group inhibition. Beyond the absence of any unknown barrier not even legal, its occurrence has profound and destructive consequences which ranges from physical, emotional and financial effects on the inhabitants of the home be it the women, children or men. 
Although there is no single nationally or internationally agreed definition, the one adopted by the United Nations (UN) over 20 years ago is among the most commonly used. The UN’s Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women defines violence against women as:
“…any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life” (United Nations, 1993).
In Nigeria, the terms domestic violence, intimate partner violence and family violence are often used interchangeably. Collectively, they refer to a range of behavior that are violent, threatening, coercive or controlling that occur within current or past family or intimate relationships. These behavior are overwhelmingly perpetrated by men against women and include direct and indirect threats of physical assault, sexual assault, emotional and psychological torment, economic control, social isolation and any behavior that results in women living in fear.
The term family violence is often used to describe violence perpetrated against women by family members in addition to the use of violence by intimate partners. Use of the term family violence also reflects Indigenous communities’ preference because it signifies the broader impacts of violence on extended families, kinship and social networks and community relationships (Cripps & Davis, 2012).
Non-partner violence against women generally refers to women’s experience of physical and/or sexual assault by a person that is not a former or current intimate partner since the age of 15.
GENDER EQUIVALENCE 
The UN’s definition of violence against women appropriately recognizes that violence is “gendered”. Taking this approach is not designed to ignore or diminish men’s experiences of violence. Men experience substantial amounts of interpersonal violence in Nigeria, some within the context of intimate partner relationships. Despite recent campaigns in Nigeria and overseas, such as One in Three (www.oneinthree.com.au) that seek to highlight men as victims, the evidence suggests that men who report being a victim of domestic violence are also perpetrators of violence (Domestic Violence Death Review Team, 2015).
In the word of Ban Ki-Moon, (2007) United Nation Secretary General: Violence against women and girls continued Unabated in every continent, country and culture. It Takes a devastating toll on women’s lives, on their Families and in the societies as a whole. Societies Prohibit such violence yet the reality is that, too often It is covered up or condoned.

2.3. EFFECTS OF SPOUSAL ABUSE AGAINST WOMEN
 (Gelles, 2000 in Olson and Defrain, 2006) argued that battering is a major cause of injury for women between two and four million victimized by their intimate partners each year in the united state. Though women are likely to fear attack by strangers, FBI data indicated that 51% of all murdered women are likely killed by husband, ex-husband, or boyfriend Osattin and Short, (1998) in Olson and Defrain, (2006). Johns Hopkins university study found that one in three US women have been the victim of domestic abuse that half of those have been assaulted before the age of 18 (study: 1 of 3 women”, (1995) in Olson and Defrain, 2006).
Researchers estimated that approximately three million people, mostly women are severely assaulted each year by their spouses (Gelles, 2000 in Olson and Defrain, 2006; Adegbulugbe, 2006; and Umar, 2007). Most cases are not reported for a variety of reasons (Ponle, 2007; and Banguda,2007). 
Victims often do not recognize the violence as abuse because in some ethnic and cultural group violence against women is the norm (WRAPA, 2008; and Famwang, 2008). Stated that society’sktraditional respect for family privacy also inhibits reporting, victims may feel guilt or shamed for being abused or may fear the partner will retaliate if they report of the incident.
Spousal abuse occurs because men are generally bigger and stronger than women, husbands have higher rates of inflicting the most dangerous and injurious forms of violence on wives. Much violence by wives appears to be in self-defense (Straus, 1999 in Olson and Defrain, 2006).  
The national family violence survey of 5,768 couples found that 20% of the dating couples experienced a physical assault during the previous years, compared with 15% of the married couples (Steets and Straus, (1989) in Olson and Defrain, (2006) stated that, courtship is a training ground for marriage and also, apparently, a training ground for spousal abuse. Example of spousal abuse can be found in the family and serve to justify a husband’s right to control the behavior of his wife., during the middle ages, English common law allowed a husband to chastise his wife as long as he used a stick no longer than the width of his thumb, a concept commonly known as the “rural of the thumb”. Although legislation was enacted in the American colonies to outlaw domestic violence in 1641, with later laws originating in the late 1800s, the laws were not usually enforced and served only to curtail extreme case of violence. It is pinpointed that American society’s apparent acceptance of domestic violence resulted from long-held beliefs in western society that supported a husband’s control of his wife discouraged intervention by the law. (Asia and Olson (2004), in Olson and Defrain, 2006).
Straus and Gelles (1998) in Olson and Defrain (2006) further revealed that , despite the attention that domestic violence issues have received, publicized instance of domestic violence continue to occur. Like the case of O.J. Simpson who was both a famous football player and actor received a six-month sentence in 2000 for vandalizing his wife’s car during an argument. Also in 2001, former heavy weight boxing champion Riddick Bowe was charged with three-degree assault for fight with his wife.(Street and arias,2001) in Olson and Defrain (2006) pointed out that, psychological abused women have an increased chance of serious or chronic illness, lower levels of relationship satisfaction and lower levels of perceived power and control. These women experience psychological distress including fear, low self esteem, depression, an inability to trust others, feeling of inferiority and helplessness. (Arias and Pape 1999) in Alson and Defrain (2006)suggested that , the psychological and behavior dysfunction of children exposed to interpersonal psychological abuse is similar to that found in children exposed in inter-personal physical abuse.
Asia and Olson (2004) in Olson and Defrain (2006) stated that, researchers and clinical have hypothesized that a number of factors contributed to the likelihood of spousal abuse in a family. These factors are rather similar to those found in the national survey of spouse abuse. These factors are violence in the family of origin, low self-esteem, isolation, alcohol, economic stress, male dominance and other cultural factors.
THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA 
Domestic violence against women remains a widespread issue both in Nigeria and all over the world, violence against women is often in the news, the media has a vital role to play in increasing public understanding of violence against women right and it is important they get the news right. 
However stories about violence in the home are often trivialized as domestic matters and misogynist violence and honor killings are dismissed as cultural norms. Most disturbing is the disproportionate coverage of sensationalized violence. As Frieda Werden of the Women’s International News Gathering 
Service (WINGS) points out “Men’s violence against women is treated like a “dog bites man” story and women’s violence against men as a “man bites dog” story (www.wings.org).
The media not only informs the audience about what happens, but any public opinion turns into a pure media promotion. Therefore each consumer of media “product” regardless of individual perceptions is influenced by the way the media disseminates the message. Media plays an important role in the formation of attitudes and values of individuals, as well as, serves as a useful instrument for social change. Protection and representation of women rights should be the main objective of the electronic and written media and states should promote a balanced and non-stereotyped portrayal of women in the media. 
The potential and influence of media outlets on the audience should serve to prevent or cure some social wounds that are problematic for the society. Given the fact that the media promotes and monitors the development of public debate, media should not be limited to coverage of the case of violence, but must do a thorough analysis to sensitize the audiences. 
 The way the media reports on domestic violence against women affects the audience emotionally. When the public comes into contact with visual images depicting violence it positions itself in the role of the victims. Therefore, this phenomenon should be treated with responsibility and sensitivity by the journalist,  photos efficiently transmit the terrible truth of a situation of violence, and video footage provokes an even greater tension. For this reason it is necessary to edit the intensity and the degree of repetition in the next news editions. The television uses images as primary means of transmitting and images have the power to fix the event in time and space. When a prestigious media disseminates on the screen the image of a violated woman it should take into consideration not only the sensational effect that the image will cause. Even if the audience grows, the sensational effect does nothing for the victim and the victim can conceive it. 
2.4.  SEXUAL ABUSE AGAINST WOMEN
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia (2010) referred to sexual abuse as molestation, as the forcing of undesirable sexual behavior by one person upon another, where that force fails short, it is being called sexual assault. The term also covers any behavior by any adult towards a child to stimulate either the adult or child sexually. When the victims are younger than age of consent it is referred to as child sexual abuse.
United Nations Children’s Fund Innocent Research center, (2000) stipulated that, sexual abuse and rape by an intimate partner is not considered a crime in most countries and women in many societies do not consider forced sex as rape if they are married to or cohabiting with the perpetrator. The assumption is that, once a woman enters in to a contract of marriage, the husband has the right to unlimited sexual access to his wife.
Genyi, (2005) explained that, sexual violence is divided into three categories; use of physical force to compel a person to engage in a sexual act against his or her will, whether or not the act is completed or attempted, sex act involving a person who is unable to understand the nature or condition of the act, unable to decline participation, or unable to communicate his or her unwillingness to engage in the sexual act because of immaturity, illness, disability or the influence of alcohol or other drugs or because of intimidation of pressure and abusive sexual contact.
According to Heise et al., (2000), sexual violence and exploitation are abuse of power, young women are especially at risk, and the violation can have devastating and long consequence. Statistics on rape suggest that between one-third and two-thirds of rape victims world – wide are young women who can be subjected to sexual violence. Women are at risk of becoming infected with HIV and other STI, physical injuries and psychological trauma. Studies also showed that young people who have been victims of sexual abuse are more likely to engage in high-risk sexual behavior than those who have not been abused.. Similarly, poverty leads many young women in sub-Sahara Africa and elsewhere into sexual relationship within the family who will give the young women other necessities such as clothing and food in exchange for sex. 
2.4.1 THE EFFECTS OF SEXUAL ABUSE AGAINST WOMEN
www.path.orgf2000’) pointed out that, violence against women is often categorized as sexual or emotional violence. Globally, one-third to one-half of all physically abused women also report for sexual abuse(Koss et al 1994). 
Sexual and physical violence appear to increase women’s risk for many common gynecological disorder including vaginal bleeding, painful menstruation, vaginal discharge, sexual dysfunction, pelvic inflammatory disease and painful intercourses (Walker et al., 1992) added that, sexual abuse may also be linked to the etiology of chronic pelvic pain, a debilitating condition that frequently has no identifiable cause. Chronic pelvic pain is responsible for ten percent of all gynecological visits and one quarter of hysterectomies. (Walker et al., 1992) continued that, a number of studies have found that women suffering chronic pelvic pain are more likely to have a history of sexual abuse by their partners.
Akpan et al., (2006) revealed that, sexual abuse affects the lives of women who live within the boundaries of those abusive relationships. 
(Akpan et al., (2006) viewed sexual abuse as a crucial public health problem that has devastating physical and emotional consequences for women. (Gonzalez et al., 1998 retrieved 2009) further stated that, in addition to causing immediate injury and mental anguish, sexual violence increases women’s risk of future ill health. A wide range of studies showed that women who have experienced sexual violence have greater risk of subsequent health problems. The more severe the abuse, the greater the number of symptoms and the more severe the effect of women’s physical and mental health.
Valladaries et al., (2000) stated that in many parts of the world, marriage is interpreted as granting men unconditional sexual access to their lives a “right” through force if necessary. Among 98% of currently married women in Pradesh, India, 68% report being coerced into sex by their husbands, 31% report being forced through beatings. (Khan, et Al., 1996) stated that the high level of non-consensual sex occurring in marital unions is supported through both qualitative and quantitative data.
Bradlen (1985) pointed out that, sexual abuse can put women at risk of infection and unwanted pregnancy if forced to have sex or dare using contraception or condoms because of their partner’s reaction. A history of sexual abuse lead to unwanted pregnancy and indirectly by increasing sexual risk (Beritchman et al., (1991); Bayer and Fine (1992), Buther and Burtain (1990) revealed that, childhood sexual abuse is associated with earlier age at first intercourse and an increase in certain risk behaviors such as having sex with many partners.

The study of the Secretary General United Nation (2007) pointed out that, depression is one of the most common consequences of sexual abuse and physical violence. Women who suffer sexual abuse are at risk of stress and anxiety disorders, including post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Bethea, (1999); Gelles, 1997) Olson and Defrain (2006) further explained that, the effects of forceful, hurtful, exploitative sexual relationship can last for a long time. The abused person may carry a burden of guilt, shame, low self-esteem and depression for years and may suffer from sleep disturbance and/or eating disorders (including anorexia and bulimia). 
2.4.2.  PREVENTION OF SEXUAL ABUSE 
Therapists might work on developing family members’ self-esteem and improving family relationships. People who have been victims of sexual abuse are more likely to engage in high-risk sexual behavior than those who have not been abused. Similarly, poverty leads many women in sub-Saharan Africa and elsewhere into sexual relationships within the family who will give women money and other necessities such as clothing and food in exchange for sex.
In an effort to prevent sexual abuse, many organizations and schools in this country should have educational programs for women on “good touch and bad touch”.
Education can help women on how to behave in sexual abusive situation. Teachers, physicians, mental health professional and police officers are key figure in women protection. Home economist should give talk to women on sexual abuse during women gathering in the church, Mosque and conference.
2.5. EMPIRICAL STUDIES 
Different researchers carried out research on domestic violence in different parts of the world. One of such studies was conducted by Ellsberg et al., (2002) conducted a research on domestic violence against women: methodological and Ethical Consideration. The study was carried out on family planning in Nicaragua Leon (UNAN) and Limed University, Sweden. The aim of the study was to measure the prevalence and characteristics of physical and sexual violence directed by intimate partners against women as well as women response to abuse. A random sample of women of 488, aged 15 – 49 were interviewed. A structured questionnaire was on women’s reproductive health including use of contraceptive and detailed birth histories, child health and nutrition. Survey design was used in conducting the research. Data was collected through the use of structured questionnaire which were filled and collected while some subjects responded orally through oral interview and the responses were filled as in the structured questionnaire. Data was analyzed using SPSS 9.0 for logistic regression and chi-square tests. Significance was tested by means of 95 percent confidence interval and P-values of <0.05. the study found prevalence of physical violence from a partner of 28 percent, with 12 percent of women reporting violence.

Yogo (2008) conducted a research on impact of domestic violence against women. The research problem was marrying off of girl-child forcefully to men or traders from big cities. Women were not considered during family decision making. The research design used was survey with the use of questionnaire and interview. The population for the study was 10675 people. The sample of the population composed of 100 women chosen randomly from different women groups. The researcher used qualitative and quantitative analysis. Frequencies and percentages were used in analyzing the data. The results revealed that ignorance made people to behave the way they did. It was recommended that, people who had no access to education should be enlightened through seminars, workshops, conferences and religious gathering about the education of girl-child. Through education, parents will know their roles as parents and give women and children right as human beings.

Hamby and Skupien (1998) used young women, who had very low incomes to carry out a research. The study was designed to determine lifetime and 1 year prevalence rate of various types of partner perpetrated violence and injury in a sample of native women from western Oklahoma. 
The purpose of the study was to generate culturally, historically and socially specific hypotheses regarding risk and protective factors for intimate partner violence against Native American women. The study was conducted using semi-structured qualitative interview with 77 Native American women, who had experienced physical or sexual intimate partner violence were compared with those who had no history of such violence. The study used in-person interview, lasting for 40 to 70 minutes; these were conducted in private office settings by one of two native American women interviewers who obtained written inferred consent from each participant before the interviews. Women were offered information on available local counseling and family services. Statistical Analysis of Software (SAS) Version 8.01 was used for analysis. Lifetime prevalence and associated 95 percent confidence interval (Cis) were computed for intimate partner violence and intimate partner injury by type and severity. The chi-square statistics was used to test for associations between categorical statistics to test for linear associations among ordinal variables and the non-parametric Wilcoxon Sum rank Test to assess association between continuous variables and intimate partnership violence. The findings revealed that socio-economic and demographic sample characteristics are the criteria which partners used in exhibiting sexual violence against women. More than half (58.3%) of study participants were clients of the women ranged in age from 14 to 45 years. Participants were significantly younger than other study participants. This showed that intimate partner violence and injury in the lives of low-income Native American women existed. This study revealed that everywhere in the world there is violence against women be it of a lower or higher magnitude. 
The literature was well stated as well as the statement of the research problem but the method of determining the sample size and sampling technique was not clearly stated. The method of data analysis was very appropriate and clearly stated and the SPSS statistical package which was used in the study is the same package that this study employed. The study only reported on intimate partner injury rates. It also used in-person interviews, but recruited volunteers through several public advertising venues. 

Baudri (2005) conducted a research in Lagos –Nigeria in exploring socio-economic correlates of wife – battering in Nigeria: The research design used was survey carried out using multi-stage sampling method with a validated 77 item – structured wife –battering interview schedule. This was used to collect data from 450 married men and women aged between 15 – 50 years. Five null hypotheses were stated. Twelve trained field assistants were recruited for the main survey. Data were collected and processed using descriptive and inferential statistics. Research findings indicated that; the incidence of wife – battering tended to occur more early in marriage. The result revealed that, polygamous marriages were more prone to conflict and some women who have attained higher educational qualifications were beaten more than those who had secondary education or who were illiterates. Thirty five percent (35%) of the respondents claimed to have beaten their wives, 41% of the female respondents admitted to have suffered assaults associated with alcohol. Forty-four percent (44%) of the male respondents admitted to have beaten their wives. The area covered for the study is not enough to generalize for the whole country. The population of the study is not known so the researcher does not know how the author got the sample of 450 married men. The research work did not indicate whether the hypotheses were rejected or accepted. 
Literatures reviewed in this chapter revealed that, domestic violence is domiciled in the family where women and children are the victims. They are exposed to the violence perpetrated by men against women. Violence ranges from physical, emotional and psychological. Sexual violence compel women to engage in sexual act which leads to physical injuries, unwanted pregnancy and high risk of ill health which lead to death and squandering of family resource. Men when drunk with alcohol are capable of violence; they beat their wives and force them to spousal sex. Young women who have been victims of sexual violence are more likely to have high risk of sexual behavior than those who have not been abused. Poverty also lead many women in Sub-Saharan Africa to sexual relationship within the family, men who will give the young women other necessities such as clothing and food in exchange for sex. 
Women participation in decision making and power is important in the family to bring about progress on systematic changes that are needed for gender balance. Women are denied the right to resource and control. In order to achieve harmonious relationship in the family, women should be given the right to participate in decision making and policies affecting the families. 
Marital violence is found to be more common among young couple, couple with low occupational status and job dissatisfaction and among couple who experience violence in their family of origin. People should be given talks and enlightened on the prevalence of domestic violence and the coping strategies to avoid destruction of lives and properties.  

2.6.   THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK.
The Theoretical foundation of this work is based on, family system theory and frustration-aggression theory. 

FAMILY SYSTEM THEORY 
Family systems theory (FST) is a concept of looking at the family as a cohesive emotional unit. Psychiatrist Murray Bowen developed his FST theory to describe the relationship system the family exhibits as the interlocking concepts of familial development and behavior are carefully analyzed. According to Bowen’s theory, family members are intensely emotionally connected. In regards to the family systems theory, Dr. Bowen was described as “one of those rare human beings who had a genuinely new idea.”
The first and most important institution which determines the individual’s behavior is the family of the individual. The family not only gives him the social contact in the world, i.e. with other members of the family, but also determines his behavior towards society in general. The perception of environment by the child and his attitudes towards it, is greatly influenced by the family. 
According to the family system theory the family and the social situation play an important role in determining the violent behavior. In addition to these, the causes of violence have been broadly classified under biological determinants including hormonal factors; intra-psychic determinants that include personality characteristics of both the victim and the batterer; behavioristic position that take into account social conditioning; and cognitive processes that focus on factors such as accepting others anger, faulty processing of social information and so on.
From a theoretical perspective, family conflict due to misunderstandings, disobedience, high expectations and financial stress emerged as the most important determinant of behaviors that are interpreted as violence. It is followed by individual traits such as aggressive tendencies, jealously, immaturity or suspicious nature of both the victim and the oppressor. All these instigators of domestic violence against women are rooted in the internal stricture of family system. The family structure with its underlying basis of hierarchical structure and sexual division of labor is a fertile ground where violence is used as a tool against women to maintain the structure of family system and to ensure the continuation of the assigned role. 

FRUSTRATION-AGGRESSION THEORY 
In 1939 Dollard, et.al, proposed the Frustration-Aggression Theory of violence. This theory derived many of its basic postulates from Freudian theory (1930). It explains the process by which frustration is linked to aggression.
Whenever something interferes with an individual’s attempt to reach some goal or end, he feels frustrated and frustration in turn leads to some form of aggression (Dollard). ‘ Aggression includes both physical and verbal behavior which intended to hurt someone. It is closely related to increased tension and restless movements or feelings of anger that may lead to destructiveness and hostile attacks. People become frustrated, when they are unable to reach their goal, when frustrated; they tend to strike out at others, in ways that range from tongue lashing to overt violence.”
Aggression was thus regarded as a response of frustration, directed towards the infliction of injury. The injury may be mental as well as of physical nature and the target of aggression may be animate or inanimate. In other words, aggression is the dominate response in the hierarchy of responses to frustration and this dominant position of aggression is probably the result of learning rather than of innate factor. “After taking various criticism into accounts, this theory was modified, today it is recognized that an actual display of aggression may be inhibited by either internalized norms or external controls, even though the impulse for aggression may be strong following some frustrating experience. It is also recognized that frustrations can be cumulative and remain active over a long period of time. It is also acknowledged that people perceive frustrations in varying ways, with those deemed arbitrary or unreasonable most likely to trigger aggressive responses. Further it is also recognized that responses to frustration can be learned. In short, aggressive actions are not an automatic consequence of frustration, and this occurrence depends upon numerous factors. According to the Frustration-Aggression perspective aggression is expressed directly against the individual or object that is the source of frustration. If this is so, this theory, does not explain criminal violence in the types of crimes as we have analyzed here because, frequently the frustrated individual cannot satisfactory express aggression against the source of frustration. Sometime the source is vague and intangible. The person does not know what to attack yet feel angry and seek something to attack. Sometime the person responsible for frustration is so powerful that an attack would be dangerous. When circumstances block direct attack on the cause of frustration, aggression may be displaced and innocent person could become the victim of the aggression. 

2.7. Summary of Literature
This chapter of the research has been able to dwell on the review of related literature. This was compartmentalized into the conceptual, theoretical and empirical literature. The conceptual literature was focused on elaborating on the constructs or terms of the study. It basically focused on analyzing the various ideas of authors on the concept of domestic violence. Furthermore, the theoretical literature was focused on reviewing the theoretical framework of the study which was family system theory and frustration aggression theory. Finally, the empirical literature focused on reviewing the past studies carried out on the concept under study.   
                                                          CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 INTRODUCTION 
This chapter discusses the research design, sources of data collection, tools for data collection, the population of the study, sample and sampling technique, instrumentation and test instruments and data analysis techniques. 
3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN 
The research design adopted for this study is the survey research method. This type of design allows the researcher to use a sub set of a population as sample (Nworgu, 2006). It also, allows the use of questionnaire for collection of data from respondents (Fwang‟le, 2015) and attempts to describe all aspects of respondents‟ perception and/or opinion (Nwanna, 1990). Since this study is an audience research necessitating opinions, attitudes, feedback, survey method was deemed the most appropriate for the study. The data was collected from a sample representative of the population who are female adults in oshodi/isolo local government in Lagos state. 
3.3. POPULATION OF THE STUDY 
The target population for this study consists of all women living in oshodi/isolo local government area. The projected population of all those living in oshodi/isolo local government Lagos state as at 2015 was 1,506,400 
Source: https://www.citypopulation.de/php/nigeria-metrolagos.php?cid=NGA025018
To get the population of all women, the researcher made use of the formula for projection. 
 Pp= Gp × Pi × T
Where 
Pp = Projected population 
Gp = Given population 
Pi = Population increase index
T = Period between the given population and year of study 
Pi= is 2.28% which is = 0.023
T= 2020 – 2015
Source: Owuamalam (2012).
Pp= 1,506,400 x 0.023 x 5
Pp= 173,236

3.4. SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE 
Wimmer and Dominick calculator was used to get the sample size and the sample size is 146. Convenience sampling method was used to determine the process of administering copies of the questionnaire to the women in the local government. 



3.5 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 
The questionnaire was the research instrument used for the data collection. It was divided into two parts. Part A which consisted of the bio data of the respondents and Part B consisted of the research question, which were written in both open and close ended questions.
3.6. VALIDITY OF DATA GATHERING INSTRUMENT 
In order for research data to be of value and of use, they must be both reliable and valid.
The instrument for this study is valid; this is because it is ideal for measuring what it is designed for, which is an assessment of the use of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. 
A questionnaire was prepared for this study. The supervisor examined the content and approved it based on the fact that the operational definitions measured the concept and the questions were adequate enough to generate data.
3.7. METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 
 Data was collected using the questionnaire which the researcher administered. This study was an empirical one, the data for this exercise was however obtained from information gathered from the items on the soft copy questionnaires and it was put in google form and was shared as a link to everyone the researcher knows that lives within oshodi/isolo local government on WhatsApp to answer.

3.8. METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The data collected was analyzed and interpreted by using the simple tables, percentages, frequency analysis and pie chart to obtain the differences in responses of the respondents. 
Simple tables, frequencies and percentage were adopted in the presentation and analysis of the data generated for the study. The statistical tools were suitable means of breaking down and analyzing the generated data. It will be easy and simple to understand the result by both academicians and non.
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                                   CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
4.1.  Introduction
The purpose of this study was to ascertain the assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence. A Study of the Residents of Oshodi/Isolo local government Lagos state.
This chapter is concerned with the presentation and analysis of data generated through the administration of questionnaire. One hundred and forty six copies of questionnaire were administered to the various respondents, out of which 146 copies were recovered. This presented a response rate of 100%.
The study posed the following questions:
i) To what extent does social media help in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria? 
ii) What are ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence.
4.2. DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 
Below is the presentation and analysis of the questionnaire tables:


4.2.1 Distribution of Respondents by age
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	15-25
	77
	52.74%

	26-35
	26
	17.81%

	36-45
	23
	15.75%

	46-55
	20
	13. 7%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.1, shows that 77 (52.74%) of the respondents are between 15-25 years, another 26 (17.81%) are between 26-35 years, 23 respondents (15. 75%) of the total responses are between 36-45 years and  20 (13.7%) are between 46-55 years. This reveals that majority (52.74%) of the respondents fell between 15-25 years of age.

4.2.2. Distribution of Respondents by marital status 
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Married
	27
	18.49%

	Divorced
	36
	24.66%

	In a relationship 
	32
	21.92%

	Single
	51
	34.93%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.2 shows that 27 (18.49%) of the respondents are married, 36 (24.66%) are divorced, 32 (21. 92%) are in relationships, that is, they have boyfriends or are engaged and 51 (34.93%) are single that is, not in an intimate relationship with the opposite sex. 

4.2.3  If divorced, was the divorce due to domestic violence? 
	Options 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	9
	25%

	No
	27
	75%

	Total
	36
	100%



Table 4.2.3 shows that 9 (25%) of the respondent’s divorce is due to domestic violence and the remaining 27 (75%) respondent’s divorce is due to other reasons not related to domestic violence.


4.2.4   have you ever been abused in any way?
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	94
	64.4%

	No
	52
	35.6%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.4 shows that 94  (64.4%) women have been abused while 52 (35.6%) women have never been abused. This reveals that majority (64.4%) of the respondents have been abused in one way or the other.

4.2.5 If yes, what type of abuse have you/do you suffer?
	Options 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Physical abuse
	35
	25.7%

	Sexual abuse
	39
	28.7%

	Emotional abuse 
	32
	23.5%

	Verbal abuse
	20
	14.7%

	Financial abuse 
	10
	7.4%

	Total 
	136
	100%


Table 4.2.5 shows that 35 (25.7%) women suffer(ed) physical abuse, 39 (28.7%) women suffer(ed) sexual abuse, 32 (23.5%) women suffer(ed) emotional abuse, 20 (14.7%) suffer(ed) verbal abuse and 10 (7.4%) suffer(ed) financial abuse. This reveals that majority of the women (28.7%) suffer(ed) sexual abuse. This table shows that most women have suffered more than one form of abuse in their lifetime. 

4.2.6. What is/was your relationship with the abuser? 
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Boyfriend 
	34
	31.78%

	Husband 
	12
	11.21%

	Family member 
	30
	28.04%

	Friend 
	31
	28.97%

	Total
	107
	100%



Table 4.2.6 shows that 34 (31.78%) women were/are abused by their boyfriends, 12 (11.21%) women were/are abused by their husbands, 30 (28.04%) were/are abused by family members, 31 (28.97%) were/are abused by friends. This reveals that majority of the women were/are abused by their boyfriends.

4.2.7.  Are you still living with or in close contact with the abuser? 
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	18
	18.56%

	No
	65
	67.01%

	Sometimes
	14
	14.43%

	Total
	97
	100%



Table 4.2.7 shows that 18 (18.56%) of the respondents are still in close contact with their abuser, 65 (67.01%) are no longer in close contact with their abuser and 14 (14.43%) are not in regular contact with their abuser. This reveals that majority of the women are no longer in close contact with their abuser. 

4.2.8  To what extent has social media helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria? 
	Options 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	By helping victims share their stories with social media users to get closure 
	45
	30.82%

	Help experts share advices and tips on domestic violence
	44
	30.14%

	Help masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence
	20
	13.7%

	Help victims get quick responses
	13
	8.90%

	Expose perpetrators massively
	23
	15.76%

	(Other) 
It has educated people and it threw more light on it and has greatly influenced people to speak up
	1
	0.68%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.8 shows that 45 (30.82%) respondents agreed that social media has helped victims share their stories to fellow social media users, 44 (30.14%) respondents believe that social media has helped experts share advices on domestic violence, 20 (13.7%) respondents believe that social media help masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence, 13 (8.90%) respondents believe that social media helps victims get quick responses, 23 (15.76%) respondents believe that social media exposes perpetrators massively and 1 (0.68%) respondent says social media has educated people and it threw more light on it and has greatly influenced people to speak up. This reveals that majority of women believe that to a great extent, social media has helped victims share their story with other users to get closure. 

4.2.9. Why do victims sometimes return to or stay with abusers? 
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	There is a real fear of death or more abuse if they leave
	17
	11.64%

	Abuse takes an emotional and physical toll over time, which can translate to additional health issues that make leaving more difficult
	28
	19.2%

	Victims may stay with or return to an abusive partner because they believe the abuser’s promises to change
	33
	22.60%

	Victims are too embarrassed to speak up
	43
	29.45%

	Gas lighting. Gas lighting is a form of emotional abuse that abusers use to confuse and shift blame onto the victim. This often causes the victim to doubt their sanity and feel like they are responsible for the abuse and therefore able to stop it.
	24
	16.43%

	Other
Hope that the person will actually have a change of heart and the benefit they get from the abuser 
	1
	0.68%

	Total
	146
	100%


Table 4.2.9 shows that 17 (11.64%) respondents believe that women return to or stay with their abusers because of fear of death or more abuse if they leave, 28 (19.2%) believe that abuse has taken an emotional toll on the women therefore making it harder to leave their abusers, 33 (22.60%) respondents believe that women stay with their abusers because they believe their promises to change, 43 (29.45%) respondents believe that women are too embarrassed to speak up, 24 (16.43%) believe that gas lighting causes women to remain with their abusers and 1 (0.68%) respondent says that victims hope that the abuser might have a change of heart and also benefit the victim gets from the abuser can make her stay. Therefore majority of the respondents (29.45%) agree that women are too embarrassed to speak up hence they stay with their abusers. 

4.2.10. Do you think domestic violence has severe impact on child development?
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	136
	93.15%

	No
	10
	6.85%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.10 shows that 136 (93.15%) agree that domestic violence have severe impact on child development while 10 (6.85%) say that domestic violence does not have severe impact on child development. Therefore, majority of the respondents 136 (93.15%) are of the opinion that domestic violence has severe impact on child development. 

4.2.11. Do abusers show potential warning signs? 
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	38
	26.03%

	No
	26
	17.81%

	Sometimes
	82
	56.16%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.11 shows that 38 (26.03%) respondents are of the opinion that abusers show potential warning signs, 26 (17.81%) respondents are of the opinion that abusers don’t show potential warning signs and 82 (56.16%) respondents of the opinion that abusers show potential warning signs sometimes. Majority of the respondents (56.16%) are of the opinion that abusers show potential warning signs sometimes.

4.2.12. Is it possible for abusers to change?
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	24
	16.43%

	No
	34
	23.3%

	Maybe 
	88
	60.27%

	Total
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.12 shows that 24 (16.43%) respondents believe that it is possible for abusers to change, 34 (23.3%) believe that it is not possible for abusers to change and 88 (60.27%) are of the opinion that it may be possible for abusers to change. Majority of the respondents (60.27%) say that change for abusers is under probability.

4.2.13. What are the ethical principles that must be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence?
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Sensitivity to the public
	18
	12.33%

	Safety of the victims against stigmatization
	57
	39.04%

	Mindful of the level of personal information put out
	36
	24.66%

	Protection of the children of victims against stigmatization
	35
	23.97%

	Total 
	146
	100%



Table 4.2.13 shows that 18 (12.33%) respondents are of the opinion that sensitivity to the public should be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence, 57 (39.04%) respondents are of the opinion that the safety of victims against stigmatization should be a considered principle, 36 (24.66%) respondents are of the opinion that people should be mindful of the level of personal information of the victims put out and 35 (23.97%) respondents are of the opinion that children of the victims should be protected against stigmatization. Majority of respondents 57 (39.04%) are of the opinion that safety of the victims against stigmatization should be the ethical principle that must be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence.

4.3. Discussion of Findings
This section discussed the findings of the study in relation to the two research questions raised.

Research Question 1: To what extent does social media help in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria?
The answer to the above research question is found in table 4.2.8 which presented that social media has helped victims share their stories with social media users. The data showed that majority of the sampled respondents (30.82%) agreed that social media helps victims share their stories with social media users. 44 (30.14%) sampled respondents believe that social media has helped experts share advices on domestic violence, 20 (13.7%) respondents believe that social media help masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence, 13 (8.90%) respondents believe that social media helps victims get quick responses, 23 (15.76%) respondents believe that social media exposes perpetrators massively and 1 (0.68%) respondent says social media has educated people and it threw more light on it and has greatly influenced people to speak up. 
This implies that majority of the respondents think social media helps victims share their stories with social media users either for closure or for life lessons for others to learn from. 

Research Question 2: What are ethical principles that must be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence.
The aim of this program was to find the ethical principle that must be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria, Table 4.2.13 answers that question. It shows that 18 (12.33%) respondents are of the opinion that sensitivity to the public should be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence, 57 (39.04%) respondents are of the opinion that the safety of victims against stigmatization should be a considered principle, 36 (24.66%) respondents are of the opinion that people should be mindful of the level of personal information of the victims put out and 35 (23.97%) respondents are of the opinion that children of the victims should be protected against stigmatization. 
This implies that majority of the sampled respondents are of the opinion that safety of the victims against stigmatization should be the ethical principle that must be considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence.






                                            CHAPTER FIVE 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1.   INTRODUCTION 
This study examined the role of social media in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria and its case study was women in oshodi/isolo local government Lagos state. The study was necessitated on the increase in the number of domestic violence cases in Nigeria and the need to enlighten victims and the community at large. This study adopted survey method and made use of a self-constructed questionnaire for the collection of data. The questionnaire enabled the researcher to obtain first hand information on the subject matter from respondents in the community of area of study. One hundred and forty six (146)  female respondents were randomly selected for the survey. The sample size was determined using the Wimmer and Dominick calculator sample size determination.
5.2 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Data presented and analyzed in this study produced the following findings:
1. A great number of respondents have been abused in one way or the other and some have experienced multiple abuse. 
2.   Some respondents were not abused by husbands or boyfriends but trusted family and friends. 

3. Most victims of abuse are too embarrassed to speak up hence, they remain with the abuser. 
4. Safety of the victims against stigmatization should be the main ethical principle considered by social media in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria. 
5.3   CONCLUSION 
This project has exposed a lot of information on domestic violence in Nigeria. The research also observed that frustration, upbringing and poor economic status are some of the causes of domestic violence against women. 
5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following recommendations were thereby made as a result of the Findings
RECOMMENDATION
1)  Create, implement and monitor a national action plan for violence prevention 
2) Enhance capacity for collecting data on violence. The national action plan for violence prevention must include establishing or enhancing national capacity to collect and analyze data covering the scope, causes and consequences of violence.
3) Promote primary prevention responses . 
4) Strengthen responses for victims of violence .

5.5       SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES 
The researcher suggests that further studies should be carried out on domestic violence in Nigeria and strategies for coping with the after effect of domestic violence. 
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     APPENDIX A

    


							Department of Mass Communication,
   							Faculty of Management and Social   Science,
							Godfrey Okoye University,
							Thinker’s corner,
							Enugu,
							Enugu State.


 
Dear Respondent, 
My name is Emeghe Chidinma Mercy a 400 level student of the department of mass communication Godfrey Okoye University. And I am carrying out a project work which is part of the requirements for the award of Bachelor of Science (B.Sc) degree, in Mass Communication. It is purely an academic exercise. Please respond to this questionnaire honestly. There is no right or wrong answer. All responses are confidential. 
Thanks for your anticipated co-operation.
           
Yours faithfully
          Emeghe ,Chidinma Mercy.



1.4	Research Question
The following are some of the questions which this study intends to answer:
i) To what extent does social media help in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria? 
ii) What are ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence.


APPENDIX ‘B’
QUESTIONNAIRE
PART ONE: BIO-DATA
Please tick (√) where appropriate box that indicates your answer to the question.
Age:
A.  15-25      [  ] 
B. 26-35       [  ] 
C. 36-45       [  ] 
D 46-55       [  ] 
Marital status 
A.  Married     [  ] 
B. Divorced     [  ] 
C. In a relationship [  ] 
D. Single           [   ] 

If divorced, was the divorce due to domestic violence? 
A.  Yes   [  ] 
B.  No.   [  ] 


Question 1
Have you ever been abused in any way? 
1. Yes.   [  ] 
2. No.    [ ] 
Question 2
If yes, what type of abuse have you/do you suffer 
1. Physical abuse       [  ] 
2.  Emotional abuse  [  ] 
3. Sexual abuse          [  ] 
4. Verbal abuse          [  ] 
5.  Financial abuse.   [  ] 
Question 3
What is/was your relationship with the abuser? 
1. Boyfriend    [   ] 
2. Husband     [  ] 
3. Family member   [ ] 
4. Friend       [ ] 
Question 4
Are you still living with or in close contact with the abuser? 
1. Yes.     [ ] 
2. No.       [ ] 
3. Sometimes [ ] 
Question 5
To what extent has social media helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria
· By helping victims share their stories with social media users. [ ] 
· Help experts share advices and tips on domestic violence.  [ ] 
· Help masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence. [  ] 
· Help victims get quick responses. [  ] 
· Expose perpetrators massively. [ ] 
Other (specify)
Question 6
Why do victims sometimes return to or stay with abusers? 
· There is a real fear of death or more abuse if they leave  [ ] 
· Abuse takes an emotional and physical toll over time, which can translate to additional health issues that make leaving more difficult.  [ ] 
· Victims may stay with or return to an abusive partner because they believe the abuser’s promises to change.  [  ] 
· Victims are too embarrassed to speak up. [  ] 
· Gas lighting. Gas lighting is a form of emotional abuse that abusers use to confuse and shift blame onto the victim. This often causes the victim to doubt their sanity and feel like they are responsible for the abuse and therefore able to stop it.   [ ] 
Question 7
Do you think domestic violence has severe impact on child development? 
· Yes.   [ ] 
· No.    [ ] 
· Other (specify) 
Question 8
Do abusers show potential warning signs 
· Yes.    [ ] 
· No      [ ] 
· Sometimes   [ ] 
· Other (specify) 
Question 9
Is it possible for abusers to change? 
· Yes     [  ] 
· No.     [ ] 
· Maybe   [ ] 
· Other (specify) 
Question 10
What are the ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence 
· Sensitivity to the public   [ ] 
· Safety of the victims against stigmatization. [ ] 
· Mindful of the level of personal information put out. [ ] 
· Protection of the children of victims against stigmatization. [ ] 
· Other (specify) 
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