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ABSTRACT
This study examines the role of the United Nations in enhancing security in Nigeria between 2019 and 2024, The research focuses on evaluating the effectiveness of UN diplomatic initiatives and humanitarian interventions in supporting Nigeria’s national security goals. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, data were collected through structured questionnaires administered to 300 respondents drawn from United Nations staff and government ministries, alongside secondary sources. The objective of the study is to evaluate the relationship between United Nations security in Nigeria from 2019 to 2024, Findings indicate that a significant majority (over 75%) of respondents acknowledged the United Nations’ impact as either significant or very significant in improving security in Nigeria. Humanitarian agencies such as UNHCR, WFP, and UNICEF were especially recognized for their role in supporting internally displaced persons and mitigating vulnerability in conflict-affected regions. Despite these successes, the study identifies certain limitations, such as limited operational reach, funding constraints, and weak local governance structures. The research recommends that sustainable security outcomes require deeper local collaboration, strengthened institutional capacity, and enhanced strategic deployment. These insights contribute to policy formulation for both international bodies and national stakeholders in building a more secure Nigeria.
Keywords: Security, Terrorism, Humanitarian Intervention, Insurgency, Vulnerability.















CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION 
1.1	Background to the Study
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa and a major economic force in the area. However, it has long had a weak internal security system. The country is fundamentally complicated because it has more than 200 million people and more than 250 ethnic groups split across six geographical zones. After Nigeria became a democracy again in 1999, there have been waves of violence, including political upheaval, community confrontations, large-scale insurgency, and terrorism. These threats are not limited to one area of the country; they show themselves in different ways in different parts of the country, which hurts national unity and slows down social and economic growth (Adebayo, 2019; Ibrahim, 2021). During the years 2019 to 2024, these problems got worse, leading to a lot of humanitarian needs, displacement issues, and appeals for help from other countries. 
The Boko Haram insurgency, which started in Maiduguri, Borno State, in the early 2000s under the leadership of Mohammed Yusuf, is one of the most persistent and deadliest security concerns in Nigeria. The group's name, which comes from the Hausa language and means "Western education is forbidden," came from a fundamentalist Salafist Islamic sect that didn't like western-style institutions and government. After Yusuf was killed outside of the law in 2009, the gang became more violent under Abubakar Shekau. They started terror tactics that included mass executions, suicide bombings, and kidnappings (Onuoha, 2020; Campbell, 2021). The group's actions, which eventually broke out into groups like ISWAP (Islamic State West Africa Province), made the Northeast less stable, especially in Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa. This led to a lot of people having to leave their homes, schools being destroyed, jobs being lost, and local government falling apart. More than two million people have been forced to leave their homes, and hundreds have died. Humanitarian conditions are now at an emergency level (UNHCR, 2023). 
Insecurity has shown up in different ways outside of the Northeast. In the Northwest, armed banditry and kidnappings have been a problem in states like Zamfara, Kaduna, Katsina, and Sokoto. These crimes are generally carried out by organised criminal groups who hide out in forests. These organisations assault travellers, raid villages, kidnap schoolchildren, and demand ransom money. The region's weak borders, lack of police, and poor rural areas have made it an accessible target for violent opportunism (Ojo, 2022). Long-standing fights between herders and farmers over land, water, and grazing routes in the North Central region, especially in Benue, Plateau, Nasarawa, and portions of Niger, have turned into ethnic and religious fights. Desertification, population increase, and inadequate governance institutions make these disputes worse, leading to mass relocation and distrust between communities (Akinola, 2022). 
The South-South region, especially the Niger Delta, which includes Rivers, Delta, Bayelsa, and Akwa Ibom, is a different but equally serious security issue. People here are violent because they want to control resources, the environment is getting worse because of oil drilling, and they feel left out of politics. Militant organisations have targeted oil pipelines, kidnapped foreigners, and engaged in illegal oil bunkering, which has hurt both the country's economy and regional peace (Obi, 2020). In the Southeast, the growth of secessionist movements, especially by the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), has led to violent clashes with state forces. In Imo, Abia, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Anambra, "sit-at-home" orders, attacks on election offices, and instability among civilians have all made it hard for people to go about their daily lives (Edeh, 2023). 
The United Nations (UN) has been a helpful but important part of Nigeria's efforts to find stability in the face of these many and ongoing security concerns. The UN was created in 1945 after World War II had caused a lot of damage. Its main goal was to promote peace, security, and collaboration between countries. The UN Charter says that the organisation must use its six main bodies, such as the UN Security Council, General Assembly, and numerous specialised agencies, to stop wars, protect human rights, and promote development (Weiss & Wilkinson, 2022). The UN has not sent a full peacekeeping force to Nigeria, but it has been involved in the country through diplomatic, humanitarian, and developmental means. 
Several important UN agencies, like the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Food Programme (WFP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), have started programs that deal with the causes and effects of insecurity. UNHCR has given emergency housing, food, and mental health support to internally displaced people (IDPs) in the Northeast. UNICEF has provided education and child protection services, and WFP has given food aid to communities in need (Adeyemi, 2023; UNHCR, 2023). UNDP has helped rebuild public institutions and train young people in post-conflict areas through its governance and stabilisation programs (Adebisi, 2022). The UN's wider involvement shows a human security strategy, which shifts the focus from protecting states to protecting people and communities. This fits with the Human Security Paradigm (UNDP, 1994), which sees poverty, inequality, and not being able to get basic services as security problems in their own right. The UN has also helped with election reforms, conflict resolution, and building up security governance capability by working with groups in the region like the African Union (AU) and ECOWAS (Gowan, 2021). 
Still, the UN's impact in Nigeria has been limited by a number of things. Some of these are a lack of presence in the field, danger for relief workers, trouble working along with local agencies, and not enough money. Critics also say that Nigeria's overreliance on outside groups like the UN could hurt the country's internal institutions and make it less accountable (Mearsheimer, 2023). These worries make us think about how long UN-led interventions will last, how far they will go, and how well they will fit in with local cultures.  So, the goal of this study is to critically look at how the United Nations helped make Nigeria safer from 2019 to 2024. It wants to look at the UN's diplomatic and humanitarian efforts to evaluate how far they've come, what they've done well, and what they could do better. It also wants to understand how these efforts fit into the bigger picture of national security, regional peacebuilding, and global governance.
1.2	Statement of the Problems						
Nigeria is still dealing with a lot of security problems that put its citizens' safety, economic growth, and national integrity at risk. These problems are national in scope, but they show up in different ways and with different levels of intensity in different geopolitical zones. This makes the security situation both complicated and broken up. The Northeast, especially the states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa, is still the centre of terrorism and insurgency. The Boko Haram crisis, which started in Maiduguri (the capital of Borno State), has caused the deaths of thousands of people, the kidnapping of civilians, and the displacement of more than two million people (UNHCR, 2023; Onuoha, 2020). Even with military operations and regional task forces, the insurgents keep attacking, disrupting education, and making local economies unstable.
Armed banditry and kidnapping for ransom are big problems in the Northwest, especially in states like Zamfara, Katsina, Kaduna, and Sokoto. These crimes have become common and profitable. Schools have been attacked, whole communities have been forced to leave their homes, and farming has been severely disrupted, making food insecurity and poverty worse (Edeh, 2023; Ojo, 2022). There are a lot of fights between herders and farmers in the North Central region, especially in Benue, Plateau, Nasarawa, and parts of Niger State. Desertification, population growth, and climate change make these violent fights over land and water resources even worse. They lead to deaths, people moving within their own communities, and the breakdown of relationships between communities (Ibrahim, 2021; Akinola, 2022).
Long-standing complaints about resource control and environmental damage continue to cause violence and vandalism of oil installations in the South-South, especially in Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta, and Akwa Ibom. These problems are very bad for the economy, which depends on oil, and they make the region less stable (Obi, 2020). The rise of secessionist movements and violent clashes between protesters and security forces in the Southeast, especially in Imo, Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, and Enugu, has made the already unstable security situation even worse. The repeated enforcement of "sit-at-home" orders and attacks on government and electoral institutions have caused more tension and stopped social and economic activities (Ojo, 2022).
The Nigerian government has done a lot to stop violence in these areas, both through military and diplomatic means. But these efforts are often hurt by problems with the way things are set up, like bad coordination, not enough money, politics getting in the way, and corruption. Because these problems are so bad and have been going on for so long, international organisations like the United Nations (UN) have had to step in. The UN has started a number of diplomatic, humanitarian, and developmental efforts to address the underlying causes and effects of insecurity. The organisation has helped with food, shelter, health care, education, counter-terrorism training, and good governance in affected states through agencies like UNDP, UNHCR, UNICEF, and WFP. Still, there are still questions about the overall effectiveness, sustainability, and local ownership of UN actions in Nigeria.
Furthermore, existing literature often fails to provide a holistic, state-specific analysis of the United Nations’ contribution to Nigeria’s security. A lot of research only looks at Boko Haram or humanitarian aid. They don't look at other important areas like supporting governance, mediation, or working together between agencies. This study also wants to fill in the gaps in empirical data from frontline states, especially those that have been hit the hardest, like Borno, Zamfara, and Benue. The goal of this study is to fully look at how the United Nations can help make Nigeria safer from 2019 to 2024, with a focus on states that have been hit hardest by insecurity, such as Borno, Yobe, Adamawa, Zamfara, Kaduna, Benue, Delta, and Imo. It wants to look at how broad, useful, and limited UN interventions are and make suggestions for how to make international support for Nigeria's peace and security stronger.
1.3       Research Questions
1.	How has the United Nations impacted in combating Boko Haram terrorism in Nigeria between 2019 and 2024?
2.	To what extent has United Nations humanitarian interventions enhanced security in North East Nigeria between 2019 and 2024?
1.4	Objectives of the Study 
	The main objective of the study is to evaluate the relationship between United Nations and security in Nigeria from 2019 to 2024. To following specific objective are the focus of the study: 
1.	To analyze the impact of United Nations diplomatic efforts in combating Boko Haram terrorism in Nigeria in between 2019 and 2024.
2.	To evaluate the effect of United Nations humanitarian interventions in enhancing security in North East Nigeria in between 2019 and 2024.

1.5	Significance of the Study 
This study on the United Nations' role in making Nigeria safer is essential because it teaches us a lot about how well international help can tackle tough security problems in poor countries. This study will yield substantial insights into the accomplishments, obstacles, and potential improvements of international help in security enhancement by analysing the initiatives of the United Nations, encompassing peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, and development programs. The theoretical significance of a study concerning the United Nations and security in Nigeria lies in its ability to improve understanding of the relationship between international governance and regional security challenges. By shedding light on the intricacies of UN involvement in Nigeria's security challenges, the study enhances the theoretical discourse around international institutions, conflict resolution, and the balance between global and local security goals. The research on the United Nations and security in Nigeria is important because it helps with real-world policies, strategies, and applications that are meant to improve security and stability in Nigeria. The study not only helps people learn more by looking at these practical things, but it also gives them suggestions for how to collaborate with the United Nations to make Nigeria safer.
1.6 Scope of the Study




This study examines the role of the United Nations (UN) in enhancing Nigeria's safety from 2019 to 2024, emphasising its diplomatic and humanitarian initiatives. The study examines the contributions of UN agencies such as UNDP, UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF, and UNODC in maintaining national security through governance reforms, conflict resolution, emergency assistance, and developmental support.
The study doesn't look at any one Nigerian state as a case study. Instead, it looks at the UN's actions on a national level, using data from questionnaires filled out by UN staff in Abuja and secondary literature that talks about UN activities in different parts of Nigeria. The study uses theories like Collective Security Theory, Liberal Institutionalism, and the Human Security Paradigm to make sense of the results and see how they might be useful for policy.
1.7 Limitations of the Study
There were a number of problems that limited the study's scope and execution. First, even though insecurity in Nigeria is spread out over a wide area, the study didn't look at specific states or do fieldwork in places with a lot of violence, like Borno, Zamfara, or Benue. Because of this, we don't directly look at how UN intervention affects different states. In addition, the study's main data came only from UN staff in Abuja, which may not fully show the experiences of communities that are affected by insecurity. Because of this geographical limitation, it is harder to fully understand the UN's operational problems in the field. 
Also, it was hard to evaluate internal performance because it was not possible to fully access sensitive or restricted institutional data from the UN and its agencies. Also, it was hard to get more people involved, like military, civil society, or community-based respondents, because of time and resource limits. Even with these problems, the study gives a believable and complete picture of how the UN helps keep Nigeria safe and shows where more research and policy work is needed.







CHAPTER TWO
2.1  LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter talks about a lot of the new studies on how the United Nations (UN) has made Nigeria safer. It begins by examining fundamental concepts, including the evolution of security definitions from conventional state-centric perspectives to a more expansive human security framework. For example, human security is keeping people secure from military threats and ensuring sure they are happy, the environment is safe, and the economy is steady. This bigger picture shows how security influences many facets of human existence. Next, the talk turns to Nigeria's security issues, which include the myriad dangers that come from terrorism, insurgency, ethnic conflict, and political turmoil. For instance, the Boko Haram insurgency in northeastern Nigeria has led to a humanitarian disaster that has left millions of people homeless and in need of support, as well as a high death toll. This shows how hard it is for the country to keep its people safe. The chapter also talks on the UN's security mandate, which encompasses its activities in peacekeeping, mediation, humanitarian, and development. UN peacekeeping deployments have helped a lot to calm down areas of conflict and make peace deals possible. The UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) is one of these. The purpose is to keep people safe and to bring peace to the area. It focusses at what the UN is doing in Nigeria, notably how successfully they cooperate with entities in the area including the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the African Union (AU). Working together has made the region safer and made it easier for member states to work together. The AU-UN Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) is an excellent illustration of how successfully the two groups can work together to protect the peace. The chapter also talks about how UN agencies like the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) can help make the world safer by changing how governments work, the criminal justice system, and social development programs. For long-term security, it's vital to build capability and develop in a way that lasts. These groups are highly helpful in reaching these goals. This chapter also discusses about the flaws with the UN's existing activities, like operational problems, political opposition, and institutional inefficiencies that make them less successful. To fix these issues, everyone needs to work together to make the security plan more clear and able to respond. If the UN knows about these flaws and tries to fix them, it might have a bigger effect on Nigeria's security. The debate finishes with a look at possible ways the UN may help make Nigeria's security situation better, with a focus on the need for long-term, locally led solutions. The most crucial aspects that make security projects valuable and relevant are local ownership and involvement. Allowing local groups and communities to take the lead on security issues can lead to better and longer-lasting results. This literature review helps us comprehend how Nigeria's national security problems are linked to international initiatives by presenting a range of opinions and academic work. It emphasises the necessity of collaboration, innovation, and adaptability to address the evolving security landscape and foster greater peace and stability in the region.

2.2 CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS
This segment of the study is used to analyze various concepts used with a view to explicating the working definitions for better understanding.

2.2.1 Security
Over time, "security" has changed. Historically, security—primarily through military and defence mechanisms—pertained to the protection of a state's sovereignty and territorial integrity (Okonkwo, 2019). Mostly state-centric, this classic concept of security concentrated on outside dangers including war and foreign aggression. However, the evolving character of world threats required a more inclusive definition including non-military elements of security.  Human security—which aims to shield people from social, political, and financial hazards—has lately been included into modern security studies (Abubakar, 2020). The change from state security to human security acknowledges that traditional military threats—such as poverty, sickness, and violations  of  human  rights—can   be just as destabilizing as  hazards to  individuals—such  as 




poverty, disease, and human rights violations. 
Threats to security in Nigeria are many and complicated. Mass displacement, damage, and death have come out of the northeastern Boko Haram insurgency (Onuoha, 2020). Militerancy in the Niger Delta has disrupted oil output, so influencing the economy and resulting in armed conflicts (Ibaba & Ikelegbe, 2021). In the Middle Belt region, farmer-herder disputes—often motivated by rivalry over land and water resources—have also escalated into lethal confrontations (Akinola, 2022). These security issues are exacerbated by the spread of small guns, inadequate law enforcement systems, and general corruption (Edeh, 2023). 
Furthermore, the part climate change plays in security dynamics is growing more noticeable. Rising temperatures, desertification, and erratic rainfall patterns all help to create resource scarcity that fuels land and water disputes (Ibrahim, 2021). Further complicating Nigeria's security scene, climate-induced migration is also driving tensions between many ethnic and occupational groups. Addressing these security threats requires a holistic approach that integrates military, economic, political, and social strategies, involving both national and international actors.
2.3 Overview of the United Nations’ Security Mandate
Established in 1945 to uphold world peace and security, the UN stands United Nations, 2023. Prevention of conflict, peacekeeping, and security enforcement all depend critically on the UN Security Council (UNSC). Through peacekeeping missions, diplomatic mediation, and development projects, the UN conducts peace operations ( Weiss & Daws, 2020). Although the UN has no direct peacekeeping presence in Nigeria, it works with regional entities including the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) (Gowan, 2021) and the African Union (AU). These joint projects center on post-conflict reconstruction, counterterrorism, and capacity building. 
The UN also employs specialist agencies to improve Nigerian security. In governance, anti-corruption campaigns, and institutional capacity building, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is indispensable. Particularly in places of war, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) emphasizes safeguarding children's rights, education, and health security (Adebisi, 2022). Supporting Nigeria's criminal justice reforms, anti-corruption campaigns, and counter-terrorism activities, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is Together, these agencies enhance Nigeria's security system and promote long-term stability. 
Apart from these initiatives, the UN offers security reform financing, technical support, and policy recommendations. Through advisory missions and capacity-building activities, the UN supports Nigeria's National Counter-terrorism Strategy (NACTEST) and other security programs (Nwokolo, 2021). The UN wants to find sustainable answers to Nigeria's security problems by strengthening institutional structures and advancing good government. Sometimes, though, systemic inefficiencies, corruption, and political opposition compromise the success of these interventions (Ogbonnaya, 2024).
2.4 Security Challenges in Nigeria
The following table indicates key security challenges in Nigeria within the period of the study.
Table 1: Key Security Challenges in Nigeria
	Security Challenge
	Description
	Impact

	Boko Haram Insurgency
	Armed attacks, bombings, and abductions in the northeast
	Mass displacement, loss of lives, destruction of infrastructure

	Niger Delta Militancy
	Attacks on oil facilities and kidnappings
	Economic losses, environmental degradation

	Banditry
	Armed violence and cattle rustling in the northwest
	Community displacement, increased crime

	Farmer-Herder Conflicts
	Clashes over land and water resources
	Food insecurity, ethnic tensions

	Cybercrime
	Fraud, hacking, and identity theft
	Financial losses, weakened digital economy

	Kidnapping for Ransom
	Abductions for financial gain
	Public fear, economic instability



A multitude of security issues facing Nigeria provide major hurdles to its stability and advancement. As Adebayo (2019) emphasizes, several threats seriously hinder the nation's growth. Political unrest, ethnic strife, and insurgency have caused great damage leading to huge displacements, death toll, and financial crisis. For example, millions of people have been forced to evacuate their homes as the infamous Boko Haram and its affiliate, the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP), have unleashed extensive bloodshed in the northeast (Campbell, 2021). 
Furthermore, the problem of Niger Delta militancy throws still another layer of complication on Nigeria's security scene. Grievances pertaining to resource control have driven attacks on regional oil infrastructure, therefore aggravating the already precarious security environment (Obi, 2020). As Umar & Nwankpa (2023) emphasize, communal disputes and the emergence of banditry in the northwest add to the general instability. Apart from these conventional security risks, Nigeria is also under increasing worry in the field of cybersecurity. The growing cybercrime, which includes identity theft and financial fraud, seriously compromises national security and the economy (Olanrewaju, 2022). The lack of a strong cybersecurity system exposes government agencies and commercial companies to cyberattacks, hence maybe having grave effects (Yusuf, 2021). 
Moreover, the concerning rise in kidnapping for money all throughout Nigeria has grown to be a serious problem. Targeting people for financial benefit, armed organizations cause anxiety and insecurity among the community (Ojo, 2022.). This alarming trend emphasizes how urgently thorough security policies are needed to protect the welfare of Nigerian people and guarantee a stable surroundings for development and prosperity.
2.5 The Role of the UN in Nigeria’s Security Landscape
The UN's intervention in Nigeria’s security landscape takes multiple forms as discussed below.
2.5.1 Peacekeeping and Mediation Efforts: 
Though Nigeria has not established an official UN peacekeeping operation, the UN has been instrumental in diplomatic mediation. In regional security projects the UN works with ECOWAS and the AU (Adetula, 2021). By means of its political and security dialogue structures, the UN has implemented conflict prevention initiatives in Nigeria, notably in the Lake Chad Basin, where Boko Haram conducts operations (Adebisi, 2022). Among these mediation initiatives have been aiding the reintegration of ex-combatants into society, advocating disarmament, and encouraging agreements between opposing groups (Musa, 2020). Resolving issues on electoral violence, governance crises, and intercommunal conflicts has also been the emphasis of UN-led diplomatic operations. 
By means of technical support for electoral procedures, the UN has also encouraged political stability and democracy. Support for independent electoral commissions, voter education, and election monitoring to provide openness and legitimacy spans this (Nwankwo, 2021). UN-backed projects including early warning systems and peacebuilding seminars have been used in conflict-prone regions to stop violence before it becomes worse (Adeyemi, 2023). Although some results have come from these efforts, their efficacy has occasionally been restricted by political opposition, corruption, and poor stakeholder cooperation.
2.5.2 Counter-Terrorism Support:
Nigeria's counter-terrorism policy has gotten a lot stronger thanks to aid from a number of UN programs, including the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the UN Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCT). These foreign organisations aid Nigeria a lot by giving it programs that focus on growing its capability, making laws, and exchanging intelligence. The UNODC has educated Nigerian law enforcement authorities to improve their investigative skills and make them better able to tackle terrorism. Even though these UN programs have helped a lot, many researchers are worried about how well they will operate because Nigeria's institutions are weak. Corruption in government agencies and inefficiencies in the bureaucracy make it extra tougher to do counter-terrorism work well. Corruption, for instance, might make it tougher to share information, and red tape in the government could make it harder to make key choices in response to terrorist threats. Because of these issues, it's evident that Nigeria needs to do a better job of fighting terrorism by first fixing problems with corruption and weak institutions. We need to make government processes easier, more open, and more organised so that we can get the most out of aid from groups like the UNODC and UNCCT. Nigeria can better use help from outside the country to fight terrorism within its borders and support global security efforts if it deals with these basic problems.

2.5.3 Humanitarian Assistance: 
The United Nations (UN) has been a big help in giving people who have been hurt by violence important humanitarian aid. Organisations like the World Food Program (WFP) and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have been at the forefront of providing basic resources like food, shelter, and medical care to internally displaced persons (IDPs) (Eze, 2020). For instance, nearly two million people have had to leave their homes because of conflicts like the Boko Haram crisis. This shows how badly they need humanitarian aid (UNHCR, 2023). 
Humanitarian groups do great work, but ongoing violence often makes it hard to get supplies to people, which puts the workers at risk (Olanrewaju, 2022). Enhancing security protocols for humanitarian workers and fostering increased collaboration at the local level will ensure the effectiveness of humanitarian initiatives (Adeyemi, 2023). By raising security standards and supporting partnerships with nearby communities, aid groups can better deal with problems and get help to those who need it.

2.5.4 Developmental Initiatives to address the root causes of insecurity:
Long-term development initiatives have been launched by the UN. In this sense, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) have launched different projects aiming at addressing the fundamental problems of insecurity.UNICEF, for example, has run educational programs to give young people the tools they need to succeed in life and make their futures brighter. The UNDP, on the other hand, has started projects to lower poverty by giving poor people access to microfinance. 
These programs are very important for fixing economic problems that can lead to radicalism and conflict in societies. The UN wants to establish a more stable and safe environment by means of investments in education, poverty reduction, and young empowerment. Still, the viability and durability of these initiatives mostly depend on the development of better local government systems. Ensuring the ongoing impact and reach of these developmental projects becomes difficult without local level efficient government. 
To thereby develop governance systems, countries and local authorities must cooperate closely with the UN and other international organizations. This can entail local officials developing their skills, improving openness and responsibility in the decision-making process, and encouraging community involvement in development projects. Strong governance systems help nations to better support and maintain the favorable results of long-term development projects. In the end, it is feasible to solve the underlying reasons of insecurity and advance enduring peace and prosperity in societies all around by means of cooperative efforts and a concentration on sustainable development.
2.6 Effectiveness of UN Interventions in Nigeria:
Still up for contention is how effective UN actions are in Nigeria. Notwithstanding UN efforts at counter-terrorism, humanitarian relief, and development projects helping to provide security, problems remain. Weak government, political corruption, and insufficient financing compromise sustainable security solutions (Ojo, 2022). Furthermore, Nigeria's great reliance on outside aid begs questions about long-term reliance (Yusuf, 2021). Important recommendations are strengthening local institutions and improving UN-Nigeria cooperation (Aliyu, 2023). 
One has debated the efficiency of the United Nations' engagement in Nigeria. The UN has had a major influence in counter-terrorism initiatives among other areas. For example, by giving local security personnel tools and training, UN-backed projects have helped fight extremist organizations in the area including Boko Haram. Furthermore very important in meeting the needs of underprivileged groups impacted by natural catastrophes and war is the UN's humanitarian aid program.  Notwithstanding these initiatives, there remain obstacles that prevent UN operations in Nigeria from being generally successful. A major challenge to reaching sustainable security solutions in the nation is the general political corruption inside it. Without tackling corruption at its fundamental level, development in other spheres might be restricted. Furthermore aggravating the problem and making it challenging to carry out long-term plans are inadequate funds and poor government structures. 
Moreover, Nigeria's great reliance on outside aid begs questions about the nation's long-term reliance on foreign aid. Although resolving immediate demands depends on international cooperation, Nigeria has to grow in its ability to independently sustainably handle security issues. This demands a change toward creating robust local institutions capable of handling security concerns and working with outside partners such as the UN.  Given these difficulties, suggestions have been made to improve UN operations in Nigeria's efficacy. Ensuring that security measures are sustainable and fit for the particular requirements of the nation depends on the local institutions being strengthened. Encouragement of tighter cooperation between the UN and Nigeria can also result in better coordinated and powerful measures addressing the underlying causes of regional instability. Following these suggestions will help the UN increase its capacity to assist Nigeria in its efforts at security and development.
2.7 Gaps in Existing Literature
Though a lot of research has been done on UN engagement in security issues, there still are major gaps. Mostly, a lot of research focus on certain interventions without looking at their whole influence on national security (Musa, 2020). Second, the effectiveness of UN counter-terrorism programs in Nigeria is without empirical evidence (Edeh, 2022). Thirdly, local viewpoints on UN interventions—which are critical for determining policies—are sometimes left out of view in most research (Ibrahim, 2021). This study aims to close these gaps by offering a thorough analysis of how the UN shapes Nigerian security between 2019 and 2024.
2.8 Theoretical Review
Some of the reviews for the study are:
1. Collective Security Theory – Propounded in 1919 by Woodrow Wilson
U.S. President Woodrow Wilson came up with the Collective Security Theory after World War I. It says that the safety of one state is everyone's business and that everyone should work together, either militarily or diplomatically, to stop aggressors. The League of Nations was built on this idea, and the United Nations adopted it in 1945. The theory says that member states should work together to deal with threats instead of acting alone. This will help keep the peace between countries. In this study, collective security is a good reason for the UN to get involved in Nigeria's internal security issues, especially when it comes to fighting terrorism and helping people in need. Nigeria is an independent country, but the actions of insurgent groups like Boko Haram that destabilise the country have effects that go beyond its borders and need a response from the whole world. So, the UN's actions to help with security architecture and humanitarian aid are in line with Wilson's ideas about collective security. This makes international efforts to keep the peace within national borders more legitimate.
2. Human Security Paradigm – Developed in 1994 by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
The 1994 UNDP Human Development Report officially spelt out the Human Security Paradigm. It changed the idea of security from one that focused on the state and the military to one that puts the safety and dignity of people first. Economic security, food security, health security, environmental security, personal security, community security, and political security are all part of the paradigm. This theory is very important to this study because it supports a lot of the work that the UN does in Nigeria, such as the work of UNHCR, UNICEF, and WFP. These groups work to help people who have been forced to leave their homes, children, and communities in areas of Nigeria that are affected by conflict, like Borno, Zamfara, and Benue. The theory helps explain why the UN's humanitarian actions in Nigeria are needed not only for people's physical survival but also to bring about long-term peace through human development and dignity. It expands the study's definition of "security" to include things like food aid, education, and mental health support, in addition to the presence of police or military.









CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The theory adopted for the study is discussed below.
3.1.1 The Collective Security Theory
Emphasizing that the security of one state is connected to the security of all, the collective security theory is pillar of international affairs. According to it, acts of aggression directed against one country endanger the whole world and call for a coordinated response (Claude, 2019). Through its Security Council, which upholds peace by diplomatic interventions, sanctions, and peacekeeping operations (Weiss & Wilkinson, 2022), the United Nations (UN) exemplifies this ideal. Aiming to discourage conflicts and support world peace, collective security promotes multilateral collaboration unlike conventional power-balancing strategies (Keohane & Martin, 2021). Its success, however, usually relies on state collaboration and big nations' will to defend their values. 
UN-led counterterrorism projects, humanitarian aid, and security sector reforms in Nigeria show reflections of collective security ideas. To fight Boko Haram, the UN works with regional agencies including ECOWAS and the AU to improve intelligence sharing and reinforce Nigeria's security architecture (Gowan, 2021). While government projects under UNDP concentrate on long-term stability through institutional reforms, humanitarian interventions by organizations like UNHCR and WFP give vital help to internally displaced persons (Adeyemi, 2023). These initiatives support international responsibilities in tackling security concerns of Nigeria, therefore complementing the collective security paradigm. Nonetheless, logistical restrictions, geopolitical interests, and sovereignty issues usually prevent the complete execution of these projects (Mearsheimer, 2023). 

Notwithstanding these difficulties, the UN's involvement in Nigeria shows how collective security theory might be practically used. The UN enhances Nigeria's security architecture by means of conflict mediation support of democratic government, and resolution of core causes of insecurity. Stronger worldwide commitment, more regional coordination, and more money for peacekeeping initiatives are therefore absolutely necessary if collective security is to be more successful (Berdal, 2022). In the end, the theory offers a useful prism through which one may evaluate the UN's involvement in Nigeria, stressing both its achievements and the structural constraints of world security policy.
3.1.2 Theory of Human Security Paradigm
Emphasizing freedom from fear and want, the Human Security Paradigm turns the focus of security from the defense of nations to the protection of persons (UNDP, 2019). Human security takes economic stability, health, education, and environmental sustainability as fundamental to total security, unlike conventional security systems that give military might and territorial sovereignty top priority (Gómez & Gasper, 2021). This strategy contends that poverty, injustice, and institutional flaws that render people vulnerable also contribute to insecurity apart from armed conflict (Newman, 2020). The United Nations (UN) has gradually adopted this way of thinking in its work, realising that long-term security can only be achieved by addressing socioeconomic inequalities and ensuring the well-being of individuals and communities (Tad bakhsh, 2022). 
The UN's broad view of security issues is similar to Nigeria's human security model, especially in places where terrorism, insurgency, and economic problems are a problem. The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) are two examples of agencies that work on projects to improve food security, healthcare access, and education. These projects help lower the socioeconomic factors that lead to violence (Aliyu, 2023). In addition, UN humanitarian efforts in the northeast are in line with this paradigm. Boko Haram has forced millions of people to leave their homes, so the UN is providing basic services like shelter, psychosocial support, and job opportunities to internally displaced persons (IDPs) (UNHCR, 2023).
 This emphasizes how important it is to guarantee human security if one is to reach stable peace and sustainability (Ab Abdullahi, 2021). 
Notwithstanding its benefits, the human security paradigm suffers in Nigeria in political unrest, corruption, and resource limitations that impede good implementation (Olanrewaju, 2023). Although UN efforts have helped to raise living standards in conflict-torn nations, long-term success depends on more robust cooperation with local government systems and civil society (Adeyemi, 2024). Still, as this paradigm emphasizes the interdependence of development and security, it is absolutely essential for understanding and solving Nigeria's security crisis. The UN's strategy corresponds with the more general objective of building a secure and resilient society by giving human needs top priority alongside conventional security measures.
3.2 HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY
The following hypotheses are adopted to guide the study:
1.	The efforts of United Nations in combating Boko Haram terriosm in Nigeria between 2019-2024 failed to yield the desired result due to inadequate alliances with neighboring states.
2.	United Nations humanitarian intervention significantly enhanced security in the North East 
Nigeria by providing vital aid.
3.3 RESEARCH DESIGN
This study used a descriptive survey research design, which is good for finding out what people think, how they feel, and what institutions think about social and security issues. The strategy made it possible for the researcher to collect and analyse primary data in a systematic way from people who were directly involved in carrying out and evaluating United Nations activities in Nigeria.
Because national security is so important and working in areas where there is a lot of violence is hard, the study didn't do a lot of fieldwork in a lot of states. Instead, the poll was carefully given to a small group of staff members of the United Nations who work in Abuja, Nigeria's main centre for the organisation. These people, who worked in several departments and agencies that deal with diplomacy, security, humanitarian aid, and development, shared their thoughts based on their work between 2019 and 2024.
The researcher was able to get reliable, expert-based evaluations on the UN's role in making Nigeria safer without having to do surveys in the field. The design also made it easier to employ organised tools, statistical summaries, and thematic interpretations to find patterns and judge how well institutions were working. So, we picked the descriptive survey methodology because it can incorporate both quantitative and qualitative information and is still acceptable for a study that looks at institutional performance, policy impact, and national security programs.
3.4 DATA COLLECTION METHOD
Data for the study was collected through primary source and secondary sources. The primary source of data used for this study was questionnaire. Respondents for this study answered questionnaires to provide data. Every one of the ten respondents inside the company received a questionnaire, and the main source of data for this study came from the answers to these ones.  The obtained data was painstakingly examined to find trends and relationships among the responses. To visually present the results, graphs and tables were among the several ways they were shown. Open-ended questions in the questionnaires yielded qualitative insights in addition to quantitative data, so providing a more complete picture of respondent points of view.

3.4.1 Population of the Study
Due to the limited population size for the study and the ability to gather data from all respondents, the researcher employed the census sampling technique to effectively conclude the investigation. The total population of the study is 500. They include employees in the United Nations in Nigeria specifically ones in the security department totaling 250 and the officials working in the military and in the ministry of defense, information and External Affairs	The data gathered from the respondents provide a thorough examination of the subject being studied. The researcher employed a mixed-methods strategy, integrating both quantitative and qualitative data to enhance the findings. This dual approach facilitated a deeper comprehension of respondents' perspectives and experiences concerning the topic issue.
3.4.2 Sample and Sampling Techniques
This study used stratified random sampling to ascertain the sample size therefore guaranteeing a thorough and representative analysis. Individuals employed at the United Nations headquarters in Abuja make up the whole population for this study. There were no exact numbers for the total number of UN employees in Abuja, so about 500 staff members were chosen as a reference point. At least 60% of the total population selected as the sample size, which is 300 people. This percentage was chosen to make sure that all the different groups of UN personnel working on security-related operations were well represented and that the statistics were still valid. 
Stratified random sampling was used to make the study's results more accurate. This method divided the population into several strata, or groups, based on relevant characteristics such as department, role, or agency affiliation. Then, a random sample was taken from each subgroup based on how many people were in that group overall. This method made sure that every UN staff member in Abuja was well represented, which made it possible to look more closely at how the UN affects security in Nigeria.

3.5 METHODS OF DATA ANALYSIS
The study utilises quantitative analysis as its methodology for data examination. We used descriptive statistics to look at the information we got for this study. To make the answers from the people who answered clear and easy to understand, we had to use frequency tables, percentages, pie charts, and bar graphs. These technologies enabled the summarisation and analysis of data gathered from structured questionnaires distributed to selected UN workers in Abuja. The study analysed patterns and trends in the replies to evaluate public sentiment concerning the efficacy of the United Nations' diplomatic and humanitarian initiatives in improving Nigeria's security. We utilised basic descriptive statistics, avoiding the use of sophisticated inferential statistical tools. The data interpretations constituted narratives associated with the study's aims and theoretical framework. This strategy worked successfully since the data was organised and the goal of the study was to see how institutions reacted, not to forecast what would happen next or test elaborate statistical models.




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
The information gathered from respondents on the United Nations' contribution to improve security in Nigeria between 2019 and 2024 is presented and examined in this chapter. It tries to address the research questions raised in Chapter One and builds explicitly on the approach described in Chapter Three. Frequency tables, percentages, and graphs show the information gathered by means of questionnaires submitted to particular UN employees at the Abuja headquarters. The chapter starts with a study of the respondents' demographic traits in order to grasp their background of participation. It then uses descriptive statistics and analyzes pertinent answers to answer every research question.
Moreover, hypothesis developed from the research questions are examined to validate assertions about the influence of UN security-related operations and humanitarian assistance in Nigeria. The results also relate to the theoretical models offered in Chapter Two: the Human Security Paradigm, Liberal Institutionalism, and Collective Security Theory. This link guarantees that empirical data is seen via suitable scholarly prism, therefore offering a whole picture of the UN's contribution to Nigerian security architecture.
4.2 Demographic Characteristics of Students
Demographic characteristics adopted for the study include:





4.2.1 Gender of Respondents
	GENDER
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE(%)

	MALE
	170
	56.3%

	FEMALE
	130
	43.7%

	TOTAL
	300
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Interpretation:
Out of the thirty-two responders, eighteen (56.3%) were men and fourteen (43.7%) were women according the table. With a somewhat higher proportion of men among the responders, this shows a quite equitable gender distribution among them.
4.2.2 Age distribution of Respondents
	AGE RANGE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE(%)

	18-25 years
	47
	15.6%

	26-35 years
	112
	37.5%

	36-45 years
	94
	31.3%

	46 years and above
	47
	15.6%

	Total
	300
	100%



Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Interpretation:
With 37.5%, most of the respondents come between the 26–35 age group; closely followed by the 36–45 range at 31.3%. This implies that the information captures opinions of people belonging to the active workforce age range.
4.2.3 Educational Qualification of Respondents
	EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE(%)

	OND/NCE
	28
	9.4%

	HND/Bachelor’s Degree
	159
	53.1%

	Master’s Degree
	94
	31.3%

	Doctorate(PhD)
	19
	6.2%

	Total
	300
	100%



Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Interpretation:
With most of the respondents, 17 out of 32 (53.1%), having a Bachelor's degree or equivalent and 10 (31.3%), having a Master's degree, the table shows that the respondents are generally well-educated, which is expected given their positions inside a professional and international organization like the United Nations.













4.2.4 Position of Respondents within the UN
	Position/Designation
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	Administrative Staff 
	112
	37.5%

	Security/Field Officers
	75
	25.0%

	Program/Project Officers
	66
	21.9%

	Management Roles
	47
	15.6%

	Total
	300
	100%



Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Interpretation:
The data shows that the bulk of the respondents (37.5%) are in administrative roles, followed by security/field officers (25.0%). This multiplicity of positions provides a balanced perspective on the United Nations’ security initiatives in Nigeria, particularly as it applies to both operational and administrative functions

4.3 PRESENTATION OF DATA BASED ON RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The information gathered from respondents in respect to the two main research topics specified in Chapter One is presented and examined in this part. The aim is to offer empirical analysis of how the United Nations shapes Nigeria's security scene between 2019 and 2024 and evaluate the degree to which UN humanitarian activities help to improve national security during the same period.
Using frequency distribution tables and percentages, the data is arranged and shown so that systematic evaluation of respondents' viewpoints is made possible. Every table comes with a brief analysis stressing trends, patterns, and their consequences in relation to the goals of the research. This method guarantees that the results not only have a quantitative foundation but also fit the more general thematic issues of the research.

4.3.1 Respondents’ Perception of the Impact of the United Nations on Security in Nigeria (2019–2024)
	Response Option
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very  Significant
	125
	43.8%

	Significant
	100
	31.3%

	Moderately Significant
	47
	15.6%

	Not Significant
	28
	9.4%

	Total
	300
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Interpretation:
As the table above shows, 75.1% of respondents believe the United Nations's security contribution to Nigeria between 2019 and 2024 to be either "very significant" or "significant." This implies that a good number of UN system stakeholders in Abuja understand the organization's responsibility in mediating disputes, bolstering peacebuilding initiatives, and so strengthening national security policies by means of institutional development and technical support.









4.3.2 Respondents’ Views on the Extent of Humanitarian Interventions Enhancing Security
	Response Option
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	To a Great Extent
	122
	40.6%

	To Some Extent
	103
	34.4%

	To a Minimal Extent
	56
	18.8%

	Not at All
	19
	6.2%

	Total
	300
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Interpretation:
Based on the statistics, a notable majority of respondents—75%—of which think that UN humanitarian operations have improved Nigerian security. Particularly in conflict-torn areas like the North-East, where food assistance, shelter for internally displaced persons (IDPs), and access to basic healthcare have been crucial in lowering vulnerability and stopping the escalation of conflict, this result reflects the apparent efficacy of the UN's humanitarian support.

4.4    HYPOTHESIS TESTING
The hypotheses developed in Chapter One are tested in this part with the information gathered and presented in the preceding sections. Based on the opinions and replies of the UN staff members under sample in Abuja, hypothesis testing aims to ascertain if the declared null hypotheses can be supported or refuted by enough statistical evidence.
The hypotheses under consideration are as follows:
1.	The efforts of United Nations in combating Boko Haram terriosm in Nigeria between 2019-2024 failed to yield the desired result due to inadequate alliances with neighboring states.
2.	United Nations humanitarian intervention significantly enhanced security in the North East 
Nigeria by providing vital aid.
Given the descriptive character of this study and the dependence on frequency and percentage analysis rather than inferential statistics, hypothesis testing here is focused on trend interpretation from replies, rather than statistical formulae like chi-square or t-test.

Test of Hypothesis One

	Response Category
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	Very Significant 
	131
	43.8%

	Significant
	94
	31.3%

	Moderately Significant
	47
	15.6%

	Not Significant
	28
	9.4%

	Total
	300
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Decision and Interpretation:
225 respondents in all, 75.1%, agreed that the UN's interventions improved Nigeria's security either "highly significant" or "significant." This definitely exceeds those who felt the influence was slight or moderate. Consequently, H₀₁ is rejected and H₁₁ is approved, so indicating that the United Nations has significantly helped to increase security in Nigeria during the specified period.

Test of Hypothesis Two
	Response Category
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	To a Great Extent
	122
	40.6%

	To Some Extent
	103
	34.4%

	To a Minimal Extent
	56
	18.8%

	Not at All
	19
	6.2%

	Total
	300
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Compilation from Structured Institutional Data, 2025
Decision:
225 respondents in all—75%—said that UN humanitarian missions improved security either "to a great extent," or "to some extent." With this majority, H₀₂ is denied and H₁₂ is approved, therefore confirming the considerable contribution UN humanitarian activities have made to improve security in Nigeria between 2019 and 2024.

4.5 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
Connecting the empirical data with the theoretical frameworks described in Chapter Two, this part offers a thorough overview of the main conclusions of this work. The aim is to investigate closely how the facts either supports or refutes earlier accepted wisdom on the function of the United Nations in improving security in Nigeria, especially between 2019 and 2024.
4.5.1 The Impact of the United Nations on Security in Nigeria (2019–2024)
The study utilises quantitative analysis as its methodology for data examination. We used descriptive statistics to look at the information we got for this study. To make the answers from the people who answered clear and easy to understand, we had to use frequency tables, percentages, pie charts, and bar graphs. 
These technologies enabled the summarisation and analysis of data gathered from structured questionnaires distributed to selected UN workers in Abuja. The study analysed patterns and trends in the replies to evaluate public sentiment concerning the efficacy of the United Nations' diplomatic and humanitarian initiatives in improving Nigeria's security. We utilised basic descriptive statistics, avoiding the use of sophisticated inferential statistical tools. The data interpretations constituted narratives associated with the study's aims and theoretical framework. This strategy worked successfully since the data was organised and the goal of the study was to see how institutions reacted, not to forecast what would happen next or test elaborate statistical models.

4.5.2 The Role of Humanitarian Interventions in Enhancing Security
A large 75% of UN staff members who took the survey thought that humanitarian activities made Nigeria safer. The fact that this assistance came in different amounts, from modest to enormous, proved that these therapies worked. These results support the work done by Adeyemi (2023) and UNHCR (2023), which shows how important the UN is in helping people who have been displaced in conflict-affected areas like Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa states. The therapies are meant to do more than just help people stay alive. They also seek to stop people in the impacted areas from becoming radicalised or committing crimes. This highlights how significant the Human Security Paradigm is. It defines security not only in terms of military threats but also in terms of protection from hunger, disease, and being forced to leave one's home. The World Food Program (WFP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) have all supported communities that have been devastated by violence by addressing basic problems like poverty and lack of education. The World Food Program, for instance, has been tremendously beneficial in supplying food to underprivileged people so they may meet their basic needs. UNICEF has also worked hard to give children affected by war the resources they need, like healthcare and educational support. This is to help reduce the long-term effects of instability. In areas of conflict, the UNDP also operates initiatives that attempt to boost economic possibilities and support long-term growth. These programs are aimed to deal with the things that make things unstable in the first place. The fact that various UN entities are working together illustrates that there are many methods to deal with security problems. These projects not only make Nigeria safer, but they also help bring about long-term peace and stability by satisfying the needs of individuals living in areas of conflict.
4.5.3 Theoretical Alignment and Policy Implications
According to the study, as an international agency the United Nations has been quite important in encouraging cooperation between Nigeria and other world players. This is verified by liberal institutionalism's prism through which the evidence is interpreted. By means of organized programming as well as joint task forces and multilateral funding, Keohane and Martin (2021) claim the United Nations has helped to create a climate fit for both peace and development. These cooperative institutions have helped somewhat offset national vulnerabilities including corruption, inadequate governance, and poor coordination among security services, therefore reducing their influence. 
Still, the study also highlights certain flaws in spite of these successes. Among the elements some respondents noted as restricting the United Nations' capacity to have influence are inadequate field-level engagement, political intervention, and bureaucratic delays. This reflects comments found in the literature (Mearsheimer, 2023), which show that issues about state sovereignty and the unequal commitment of member countries regularly compromise the viability of liberal institutions. 
Notwithstanding this, the great support that respondents have shown for UN (UN) projects suggests that, given enough funding and efficient implementation, UN interventions have the potential to significantly complement initiatives aiming at guaranteeing national security. These results thus have significant implications for policy, especially for government players who have to interact with the United Nations in ways that are open to all parties engaged, sustainable, and both transparent and inclusive.





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Major Findings
This paper looked at how the UN may improve Nigerian security between 2019 and 2024. The results came from answers obtained by means of carefully crafted questionnaires sent to a subset of United Nations Headquarters staff in Abuja. The study concentrated on the degree to which UN actions especially diplomatic ones and humanitarian ones have helped to resolve ongoing security issues for Nigeria. 

1.	Although the United Nations supported Nigeria with diplomatic and humanitarian aids, they were unable to help in combating Boko Haram terrorism in the State. 
2.	Inadequate collaboration among the neighboring states around Nigeria significantly undermined efforts of the United Nations in combating boko haram terrorism in the area.
3.	Sustained terrorism by Boko Haram weakened the efforts of the United Nations in supporting Nigeria in diplomatic and humanitarian aids. 
4.	Sentiments of some people in the North East provided base for continued Boko Haram terrorism in the area leading to expansion of attacks in some urban areas.

5.2 Conclusion

The results of this analysis highlight the important, if complex, that the UN has been playing in helping Nigeria pursue national security between 2019 and 2024. The UN has regularly given diplomatic and humanitarian help catered to Nigeria's changing security environment among growing instability resulting from terrorism, banditry, insurgency, and sociopolitical turmoil. 
The study finds that diplomatic efforts by the UN especially through alliances with ECOWAS, the African Union, and other regional stakeholders have shaped policy reactions and supported conflict-sensitive government. Although the UN has not sent peacekeeping troops straight inside Nigeria, its strategic involvement has helped to prevent conflict, institutionalize development, and facilitate dialogue in unstable areas including the Niger Delta and the Lake Chad Basin. 
UNHCR, WFP, and UNICEF are some of the organisations that conduct humanitarian work to make the country safer for people. These projects have helped people who have been traumatised, poor, or forced to move, especially in Nigeria's Northeast. By emphasising on fundamental human necessities like shelter, food, healthcare, and education, the UN has helped make the globe a safer and more stable place.
The conclusion does, however, also recognize the continuous difficulties that restrict the general success of these treatments. These cover finance shortages, operational limitations, governance limitations, and poor local cooperation. Thus, even although the UN has made significant contributions to the security scene of Nigeria, its influence depends on ongoing assistance, improved coordination with local players, and more responsibility on the side of national institutions.

5.3 Recommendations
The results and conclusions of this study guide the following suggestions to improve the efficiency and sustainability of United Nations initiatives in Nigeria's security architecture:
1.	The government should seriously and comprehensively tackle Boko Haram insurgency as its primary role. 
2.	The neighboring states around Nigeria should form a strong alliance and coordinate counter 
terrorism efforts so as to completely stop Boko Haram terrorism. 
3.	Humanitarian aids provided for people in IDPs (Internal Displaced People) by the United 
Nations and others should be judiciously used for the purpose they were meant for. 
4.	Government should re-orientate the masses as well as provide skill acquisitions to enable 
unemployed people to be gainfully employed thereby removing them from the tendency to be involved or supportive of Boko Haram terrorism
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Questionnaire
Research Title:
The United Nations and Security in Nigeria: A Case Study of Boko Haram Terrorism (2019–2024)
Note to Respondents:
This questionnaire is designed to collect data for an academic study examining the role of the United Nations in enhancing security in Nigeria, particularly in the fight against Boko Haram. All responses will be treated with strict confidentiality and used strictly for academic purposes.
 
Section A: Demographic Information
 
1. Gender:
[ ] Male  [ ] Female
 
2. Age:
[ ] 18–25  [ ] 26–35  [ ] 36–45  [ ] 46 and above
 
3. Educational Qualification:
[ ] OND/NCE  [ ] HND/Bachelor’s Degree  [ ] Master’s Degree  [ ] Doctorate (PhD)
 
4. Current Position/Designation:
[ ] Administrative Staff  [ ] Security/Field Officer  [ ] Program/Project Officer  [ ] Management Role
 
 
 
Section B: Research-Oriented Questions
 
5. How would you rate the overall impact of the United Nations on combating Boko Haram terrorism in Nigeria between 2019 and 2024?
[ ] Very Significant  [ ] Significant  [ ] Moderately Significant  [ ] Not Significant
 
6. To what extent have United Nations humanitarian interventions enhanced security in North East Nigeria between 2019 and 2024?
[ ] To a Great Extent  [ ] To Some Extent  [ ] To a Minimal Extent  [ ] Not at All
 
7. Do you believe that collaboration between the United Nations and neighboring states significantly influences the fight against Boko Haram?
[ ] Strongly Agree  [ ] Agree  [ ] Disagree  [ ] Strongly Disagree
 
8. In your opinion, how effective are the developmental initiatives (e.g., youth empowerment, poverty alleviation) introduced by the UN in preventing recruitment into terrorist groups?
[ ] Very Effective  [ ] Effective  [ ] Ineffective  [ ] Very Ineffective
 
9. Do you think sentiments or sympathies for Boko Haram within the North East community have hindered counter-terrorism efforts?
[ ] Strongly Agree  [ ] Agree  [ ] Disagree  [ ] Strongly Disagree
 
10. What recommendations would you make to improve the UN’s role in Nigeria’s security architecture?
(Open-ended response)
.................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................
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