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                                                                   ABSTRACT 
This study examines the impact of Western influence, particularly from the United Kingdom (UK), on Nigeria’s growth and development between 2015 and 2024. The study examines whether UK policies, investments and diplomatic relations have contributed to Nigeria’s economic, political and social development during this period 2015-2024. Using an ex-post facto research design, the study relies on documentary data from secondary sources through the lens of dependency and Neocolonialism theory to analyze critical indicators such as bilateral trade dynamics, foreign aid, governance reforms, and diplomatic engagements. This study found that UK-Nigeria unequal trade partnership has hindered Nigeria’s growth and perpetuated economic dependency  and assessed that UK-Nigeria relations although having some stabilizing influences  reinforces colonial  structures that undermine Nigeria’s political stability .The study concludes with policy recommendations for Nigeria to engage in rapid diversification and renegotiate equitable trade terms to curtail the unequal trade partnership  and enhance self-sufficiency and reduce domestic interference for sustainable development.  
Keywords: Western influence, UK-Nigeria relations, African development, unequal trade, political stability, economic growth, foreign policy
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study 
Africa states historical  relations  with the (Developed state)have been plagued by  stunt growth and development t exploitation and despite its vast possession of  natural resources, population and intellectuals in various fields but still on the verge of stunt growth due to its unequal relations championed by colonialism and Neo-colonialism by the West which involved slavery using of Africans abducted  for labour force to build their economy  instead of Africa their home nation, exploitation of natural resource through mining  by British colonial governments. while building their economic and diversifying their economy and political and ensuring growth through various advancement   in their home nation while using our resources and sell it back to Africa  in high commodity prices thereby increasing their growth and system while limiting Africa growth and Neo-colonialist action by controlling Africa states indirectly through various mechanisms such as  through its agencies of United Nations, IMF and world Bank with their inadequate loan  conditionality (requiring Africa use its workers’ pay for development projects and buying high interest) which facilities debt cycle and stunt growth due to lack of productivity  which the West use to Africa sates  and also puppet governments which has resulted instability  political which also affects economic dynamics. 
Before the arrival of European colonizers in African states “The territory of Nigeria “ethnic groups were thriving city-states with various Kingdoms empires which had sophisticated systems of governance, extensive trade networks and rich cultural heritage. The BENIN Kingdom with sophisticated history and cultural practices great Wall of Benin destroyed by the British during its invasion, its art works like bronze brass and sculptures The OYO EMPIRE was a major trade centre, Kanem-Bornu Empire, which existed from the 8th to the 19th century known for vast trade routes and a centre of Islamic scholarship, The Hausa Kingdoms which emerged during the 13th century which was a collection of city-states in northern family Nigeria. This empire flourished a dead its own unique and advancement system, its history can be linked to the Nook era during the Neolithic iron age
The scramble for Africa which  lead to partition of Africa into various colonies to European nations (France Italy, Spain, Germany, Portugal and United Kingdom)  without consultation and regard of Africa and ethnic  boundaries through the Berlin conference which was also known as “carve up Africa “ held between 15th November 1884-26th February 1885 were partitioned to the 7 European states out if 14 present at the time was held in Germany organised by Otto von Bismarck vice chancellor of Germany at the request of Leopold II of Belgium, During this Berlin conference the territory of Nigeria at that time given to United Kingdom establishing UK-Nigeria relationship  from colonisation period  to 1st October 1960  and currently in the 21st century, Nigeria was formed initially Royal Niger company with control over Northern Protectorates and Southern Protectorates which was amalgamated in 1914 establishing the formation of Nigeria  as a country under the British empire 
During the colonial period, The British empire (United Kingdom)  exploitation and plundered Africa resources  its  agricultural products such as cocoa, palm oil for its own benefits, The amalgamation brought together existing rivalries ethnic groups which  contribute to the continuous instability  experienced by Nigeria from its independence to   the civil war and the current system of unequal  political right, tensions and succession groups such as IPOB, Oduduwa which is eating deep into Nigeria and is causing stunted growth, Also it’s imposition of its of its life style  such as language,  traditional practices  which all replaced  indigenous practices  which threatens to eradicate our way of life. This   delayed Nigeria economic growth and development as Nigeria currently with all its vast resources ascribing the name (Giant of Africa) still on stand still while The British already dev their industries, diversified their economy and had stability politically ensuring increasingly development. 
However after Nigeria gained independence on October  1st 1960 and official became  a full sovereign state in 1963,Nigeria  as  a New independent state received framework  that aligns  with Western such as its  first foreign policy which was “pro- Western centric” in nature which limited it’s early access  to self-worth and gave leverage to  United Kingdom continued to significant influence on Nigeria  ecomically  and culture on a pretence of cooperative  relationships Its democratic institutions framework  and even its own  legal framework for disruption and holding of justice through received  English laws such as packaging Nemo judex in causa sua “shall not be a judge in your own case” This isn’t rely bad buy helpful just outlines  in British maintained close ties with Nigeria through economically ,military assistance  and technical support and it’s institutional framework of  legal system, statues and doctrines . United Kingdom control Nigeria natural resources which is main organ of national revenue generation which its multi-national corporations such shell, Unilever, pz Cussons GlaxoSmithKline.  Shell for instance is the main oil delivery service in Nigeria control the mining of Oil due to Neo-colonialist factors  which is  unacceptable  for a country  of this magnitude shell and other British  multi-national corporations extract vast profits through  illegal  schemes of NO ACCURACY IN REPORT OF OIL EXTRACTION  and they have been reports of oil being stolen and shipped away illegally while it affects Nigeria economic development, Additionally, Nigeria and United Kingdom has maintained unequal trade partnerships  as result of exploitation.
This exploitation has been facilitated by various institutions and mechanisms, the international organisations such as IMF, World Bank and United Nations which United Kingdom is a permanent member in the security Council of United Nations and its founding members, The IMF have played roles significantly in exploitation by providing loans to Nigeria with unfair conditionality of economic reforms which benefits the British interests. 
The impact of UK on Nigeria development in general has been devastating, Nigeria economy remains dependent on United Kingdom and other states due to lack of diversification, political instability caused by United Kingdom amalgamation   of linguistics ethnic groups continuously make Nigeria dependent on aid. The exploitation of Nigeria’s resources has resulted to also environmental degradation destroying its hope of tourism, causing desertification and affecting soil which maintain Nigeria and causing social unrest and control financial institutions and economy through its numerous investments.
1.2 Statement of the Problem 
Nigeria like many other African states have history of foreign interference traced from the colonial era. United Kingdom playa a significant role in shaping Nigeria’s current situation of dependency, which stems from exploitation of Nigeria economy while developing its home state through further diversification of its economy, with technological and stable political system which increased growth while Nigeria’s lack of advancement and sovereign political system to develop. Due to colonial hierarchies’ harmful effects on colonized states should be set aside due to all Africa states be sovereign independent state with responsibility for its development and also not being the only colonialized states, some other Continental states have developed immensely. But due to certain infringement of Africa by foreign powers focus on Nigeria system being infringed and influenced by United Kingdom even after independence. This persistent infringement influence by Western states on Africa states focus on United Kingdom on Nigeria has hindered Nigeria’s economic growth and development by perpetuating a cycle of dependency, underdevelopment and inequality in Trade relations endangering Nigeria to a loom of destruction and long-term consequences. Hereby this continuous presence of United Kingdom on Nigeria poses threat o hope of economic stability and growth. 
Nigeria’s experiencing economic downgrade due to lack of diversification caused by British multi-national corporations such As Shell Bp. This hence causes under development resulting to economic hardships, starving population leading to high crime rate and loss of innocent lives, Brain drain caused by suffocating atmosphere of lack of innovation and development and hardship, Rising poverty rate and political turmoil and imbalance. All caused from British control of resources and influence.
1. 3 Research Questions 
-How has the unequal trade partnership between United-Nigeria has affected the economic growth and development between 2015-2024 
-To what extent has Nigeria-UK political relations affected Nigeria’s GDP growth and development 
1.4 Objectives of the Study 
The broad objective of the study is to examine the impact of UK influence on Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024, While the specific objectives are 
-To determine how the unequal trade partnership between United -Nigeria has affected the Nigeria economic growth and development 2015-2024 
-To verify the extent Nigeria-UK relations has influenced the political stability of Nigeria 2015-2024 
1.5 Significance of Study 
This Research work adds Theoretical and empirical (practical) importance 
Theoretical aspects confines that the study contributes to the Field of international relations by providing insights and additional knowledge by analysing the dynamics relationship between north-south relations The research bridges gabs by examining the dynamics relationship between Nigeria and United Kingdom by adding and providing new perspectives on terms of interplay of development, colonialism and Neo-colonialism, which adds and expands on existing theories providing detail analysis on key issues. This research broadens mind and serves as additional awareness/ insights on United Kingdom influence on Nigeria and how it has impacted on Nigeria’s growth and development. It examines challenges faced, impacts and solutions in promoting Africa growth and self-sufficiency and promote transparent relationship with West thereby creating awareness.
Empirical Aspect 
The comprehensive analysis of North-South relations provides perspective and insights to policy makers, Government officials, advocates, practitioners and (state and non-state actors) on methods to follow to promote self-sufficiency, growth and remove unequal relationship. The result of this research is empirical important to future research as it will serve as a guide in proper understanding of the exploitative nature of relationship between north-south. The research results of Western influence on the growth of African states serves as a reference to policy makers and in decision making for interactions with the West. 
This will enable policy makers access the effectiveness of already existing policies, identify areas of improvement, and develop strategic plans to boost growth and limit dependency. 
1.6 Scope of Study
This study focuses on Western foreign intervention as it has influenced African growth and under development, Economic aspects of the relationship main focus on relations between Nigeria and United Kingdom period of 2015-2024.
1.7 Limitations of the Study
Limitations of the study: The constraints of the study 
Firstly, gathering and obtaining data at the beginning was tough   being a new researcher not knowing the methods on inquiry and crucially time management combining extensive research work with academic was hectic. 
Gathering Comprehensive primary data on United Kingdom impact on Nigeria 2015-2024 was challenging due to the various multifaceted and multiple sources writing, publication  opinions and journals and was tough  to find data due  lack of  materials 
 The research   study was tough lack of resources and time management
Monetary Fund for the study was a significant role in the constraints of study
1.8 Operational Definition of Terms 
1. Western Influence 
Western influence refers to impact of Western states on African states, could be political, economic, cultural and social impact with focus on United Kingdom on Nigeria 
2. Growth and development 
Growth and development can be referred to as the spanning progress of a country, measured by indicators such as human development, development in all sectors political, economic and socially, poverty rate and life expectancy.
3. Economic development 
Economic development refers to the increasing progress of economic well-being and standard of living of a country’s population measured by GDP, poverty rates and standard of living. 
4. UK-Nigeria Relations 
  UK-Nigeria Relations refers of the various interactions which encompasses historical and contemporary between United Kingdom and Nigeria politically, economically, cultural and social exchanges.
5. Globalization 
Globalization refers to the growing interconnectedness of the world cultures, economic, political societies which has been driven by technological developments, trade and investment, inter-travelling.

6. Africa states 
African states refer to the sovereign states in the African continent’s, including Nigeria.
7. Imperialism 
Imperialism refers to the mode of expansion and control of a foreign country usually weaker nations by stronger nations through colonialism, dominance and economic exploitation  at the expense  of the weak nation. 
8. Colonialism 
Colonialism refers to the direct control of Africa state by a foreign Western country which is superior in might, which encompasses exploitation and domination with focus United Kingdom on Nigeria during the 19th century and 20th century 
9. Neo-colonialism 
Neo-colonialism refers to the continued control of a state even after independence after colonization internally by a foreign country through indirect means through exploitation, espionage and puppet governments, Western states control of Africa states after independence with focus on United Kingdom influence on Nigeria after independence.
10. Dependency Theory 
Dependency Theory refers to the idea of framework that explains undevelopnment of peripheral countries Nigeria, as a result of dependence on core nations United Kingdom. 
   
                                                                





CHAPTER TWO
                                                         LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1 Conceptual Review
2.1.1 Western influence 
Western influence can be termed as those impacts either political, economic, cultural l and social impact caused by interference of Western states influence on Africa states (Brydon 2007)
Influence is the ability / capacity to impact and shape a state’s approach, dynamics and development using a strong tool which can be economic, political might. Western Influence refers to the impact of Northern (Developed states) on Africa’s states (periphery states) political, economic and cultural dynamics. Nigeria-UK relationship traces its origin to the colonial era where Nigeria was popularly under United Kingdom. Current influence can be traced to independence and foundation framework of Nigeria. Nigeria’s political framework was built on foundation by adoption of Western styles of government for instance Nigeria’s foreign policy at inception adoption WESTERN CENTRISM cut all ties from communist system. North-south relations tracing back to colonial era, according to Walter Rodney this period infested with exploitation had negative consequence by disruption of Societal values and exploitation due to extraction of labour and exploitation of natural resources. Western styles such as religious practices and educational activities infringed and threatened cultural identities and way of life according to Madami (1996). There are various  perspectives of Western influence as being BAD and GOOD for Africa, An argument in favour of Western   influence stems  from Cooper(2002) which states that Africa way of life has benefited from Western states due to  infrastructure  such as transportation railway networks  which facilitated more inter-connectiveness among Africa's in their trade and communication relationship, Health care improvements  and alternative to traditional slower method of Healing, and education awareness such as Mary Slessor stopping killing of twins saving life's and improving societies which left an valuable mark on Africa. However, Political  stability  of Africa states is fragile because of Africa after independence adopted an alien method of governance  which is  challenging  because it is alien  to traditional leadership and  governance structure all this because of colonialism assimilation Nigeria pre-colonial era was charcterized by effective leadership structures, such as egalitarianism in Igbo land, Effective tax systems and Hierarchal structures in Hausa/Fulani Emirates system and checks/balances in the yoruba kingdom according to Bayart(1993) stating that Africa  political structure  is in ruins due to assimilation  of Western structure  contrary to the  traditional suitable dynamics of Africa states. Further understanding stating Political systems, Governance structures and frameworks that are adopted through assimilation of the model of Western institutional practices and political systems can be said to be political influence accordingly to (Gyimahi-broadi,2016). According to (Mbaku 2003 )inability of Africa to stride in the Western political system called democracy often lead to coups and counter coup d’état in many Africa countries as virtually all  countries have witnessed  successful coups and attempts even till these moment this events has led to  political instability ,institutional governance and corruption in many Africa countries,  (Mamdani,1996)states that  The imposition of Western styles systems has resulted in tensions and conflicts due to not considering local contexts and traditional political system ,in order to ensure political stability  Barkan 2004 states that incorporation of indigenous tradition political system  will ensure political stability and inclusivity , Promote good governance, democracy and human rights as principles  to be adopted by Africa states(Young 1994),Resulting in establishing political structure of Democratic institutions, electoral system and political participation in Africa states stated by Bratton& van de walle,1997) . According to Diamond 2015 states like South Africa, Ghana and Botswana have significantly strides in democracy, these three countries have had stable Democratic political structure with successful transitions.  Socially influence aspects refers to norms, values and Societal structures infringed by Western influence according to Mkandawire (2015). According to  Brydon (2007) way life  also known  as culture is being influenced by Western powers birthed by spread of Western way of life such as its principles  Customs and practices which are vital facilitated by media dissemination and globalization efforts, Economic influence is done by Western powers through mechanisms of Aid, trade and investment programs initiated (Alemu 2019) .Western powers continue to exert significant control over African economies and politics, often through subtle and indirect means (Rodney, 1972). This framework helps us understand how Western influence can perpetuate inequality and limit African agency,Another relevant framework is the theory of dependency, which posits that African states are trapped in a state of economic dependence on Western powers, limiting their ability to pursue independent development paths (Cardoso & Faletto, 1979). This framework highlights the ways in which Western influence can reinforce African vulnerability, studies have highlighted the positive contributions of Western aid and investment, arguing that these flows have helped to stimulate economic growth and improve living standards (Collier, 2007). For example, Western aid has supported healthcare initiatives, education programs, and infrastructure development in many African countries,But  However, other researchers have been more critical, arguing that Western influence has often been used to serve the interests of Western powers, rather than those of African states (Moyo, 2009). For instance, Western corporations have been accused of exploiting African natural resources, perpetuating inequality and environmental degradation.
2.1.2 United Kingdom-Nigeria Relations: A Case Study
The relationship between the UK and Nigeria has been the subject of significant research. Some studies have explored the historical dimensions of this relationship, highlighting the legacy of colonialism and its ongoing impacts on Nigerian development (Falola & Heaton, 2008). For example, the UK's colonial policies have been linked to Nigeria's ongoing struggles with ethnic conflict, economic inequality, and political instability researchers have focused on the contemporary dynamics of UK-Nigeria relations, including the role of aid, trade, and investment (Ovadia, 2013). For instance, the UK has provided significant aid to Nigeria in recent years, supporting initiatives in areas such as healthcare, education, and security. The relationship between the UK and Nigeria has been a subject of scholarly interest, particularly due to their historical ties (colonialism), economic partnerships, political engagements, and socio-cultural exchanges.  UK's influence is evident in Nigeria’s legal, educational, and political systems scholars, like Adekeye Adebajo argue that post-independence relations have been marked by unequal power dynamics, with the UK maintaining economic and political leverage.  Adebajo suggests that despite Nigeria’s independence in 1960, the UK continued to exert influence through trade policies and diplomatic interventions. While Toyin Falola in 2018 stated   that Nigeria’s elite maintained strong ties with Britain, fostering a dependency on British institutions thereby justifying UK interference on the political stability of Nigeria Obi Ezekwesili (2016) argues that the UK benefits more from this relationship due to asymmetrical method of trade relations between policies where Nigeria exports raw materials but imports finished goods. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala stated a critical thesis that while UK investments in Nigeria’s banking and energy sectors have spurred growth, corruption and weak regulations limit mutual benefits affecting Nigeria’s growth, John Campbell former US Ambassador induced that UK military aid is often tied to political conditions thereby limiting Nigeria’s sovereignty. Abiodun Alao notes that while UK-Nigeria cooperation exists, it is often reactive rather than strategic interest of Nigeria, Richard Dowden added that UK prioritizes its own economic benefits over democratic values citing its silence during Nigeria’s military regimes when oil deals were at stake.  While examining this hideous relationship dynamics Jideofor Adibe added to knowledge and thesis by suggesting that UK-Nigeria relations are transactional in nature at all times which shows with evidence of Britain supporting Nigerian leaders who align with its interests Nigeria Nestled in West Africa, Nigeria's geographical footprint is defined by its neighbours – Benin, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon – and its bountiful coastline along the Gulf of Guinea. The lifeblood of the nation, the Niger River, snakes its way through the landscape, eventually emptying into the vibrant, yet environmentally challenged, Niger Delta.  A legacy of British colonial rule, ending with independence in 1960, continues to shape Nigeria's borders, somewhat arbitrarily drawn, and contributing to the simmering ethnic tensions that occasionally erupt, like the devastating Biafra War of 1967-1970.  It's a country of fascinating paradoxes, a land of immense potential grappling with significant challenges. Nation boasting over 250 ethnic groups, a kaleidoscope of cultures, Hausa-Fulani in the North, Yoruba in the southwest and Igbo located the Southeast each plays a significant role in Nigeria, either by contribute their unique blend or rich history, cultures and influence,   This diversity fuels a vibrant cultural  role in  movie making   which is known Nollywood, which is the world's second largest film industry and a  testament, to this creative energy.  Chinua Achebe's literary prowess and the globally influential sounds of Afro beats  which inspires many resonating to other boundaries of the world,  although Nigeria  is a vibrant mix of cultures  is without its friction, religious divides between Islam and Christianity  intersect each other ,with its  regional identities which  sometimes ignites conflict.
Nigeria as a federal republic comprised of 36 states and the capital city in Abuja.  Its legal system serves as a unique blend of English common law also Islamic law which is predominantly located in the North, and its customary law a true image of legal traditions.  When transitioning to democracy in 1999 after decades of military rule, the nation has experience a hard path.  Corruption remains a persistent thorn in its side which goes alongside the Boko Haram insurgencies and separatist movements.  Traditional leaders still excerpt cultural influence which aligns along sides existing modern governance structures.  
 Nigeria status as giant of Africa because of its rich endowment with its major revenue stream being oil making it an intricate member of OPEC which was formed by Nigerian yakubu Gowon. Its over reliance on oil leads Under-investment in sectors  agriculture  although can serves  potential in diversification production like engaging in  palm oil and cocoa production which exacerbates the problem, which leads to economic disparity which leads widespread poverty although with  significant resource wealth, burgeoning tech scene  often dubbed a Yabacon Valley, a resilient innovative sectors  which demonstrate entrepreneurial spirit  that still thrives amidst  hard situations  with  Remittances from  the substantial foreign diaspora located particularly in the US and UK, provide a crucial lifeline to the economy. Globally Nigeria still recognised and also Plays significant role in African geopolitics with status of Giant of Africa, To which it has participated in forming regional organization such as ECOWAS and participating in peacekeeping missions all over Africa,   And foreign diaspora also contribute significantly to influence on global scale. However global scrutiny remains focused on its issues of corruption and human rights.
2.1.3 United Kingdom
Located in North-western Europe, the United Kingdom b its name United is a union of four nation which compromises of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland history legacies of this nation has  experienced waves of invasions by the Vikings and Romans, united Kingdom unified through the Acts of Union in 1707 and 1800, and  eventually  became dominant global empire.  The British Empire at its prime controlled a quarter of the world leaving an indelible and a legacy of cultural influence, colonial exploitation and enduring post-colonial relationships. The UK's identity ensures navigating its imperial past while playing a key role in global welfare. the UK is a remarkably diverse nation population of approximately 67 million, with its capital London, comprising of over 300 languages .its influence diminished after world war 2 and also from loss of colonies such as Nigeria and multiculturalism is core national value due to it’s diverse unified Regional identities, which coexist together as Britishness, which is highly politicized over devolution and separation. The UK operates under a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary democracy, a system that skilfully blends age-old traditions (the Crown, the House of Lords) with the modern mechanisms of an elected House of Commons. Devolution, starting in 1999, has granted Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland varying degrees of self-governance, yet debates surrounding Scottish independence and the status of Northern Ireland post-Brexit continue to test the unity of the nation.  While the two-party system (Conservatives vs. Labour) dominates, smaller parties like the SNP and the Liberal Democrats exert considerable influence, particularly regionally. Economically, the UK boasts the world's sixth-largest economy, driven primarily by its robust service sector (finance, insurance, technology) concentrated in London.  However, the post-industrial decline in manufacturing and mining regions, particularly in Northern England, has contributed to significant economic inequality. Brexit, finalized in 2020, has profoundly reshaped trade dynamics, creating friction with the EU and uncertainty for sectors like agriculture and fisheries. The welfare state, anchored by the National Health Service (NHS), remains a critical aspect of public life, although it faces persistent strain due to austerity measures and ongoing debates about privatization.
2.2 Thematic Review 
 The main objective of this well this structured review is to comprehensively analyse how United Kingdom relations with Nigeria has impacted on growth and developing. The main objective of this well this structured review is to comprehensively analyse how United Kingdom relations with Nigeria has impacted on growth and development 2015-2024, This review conducts a comprehensive analysis to determine ways relations with United Kingdom has influenced Nigeria's growth and development from 2015-2024.
2.2.1 Trade inequality in United Kingdom and Nigeria trade relationship 
The economic interchange between Nigeria and the United Kingdom (UK) has been fundamentally imbalanced since the post-independence period, this extractive model practices perpetuates disparity in the post- 2015 economic situation. 2015-2024 period was pivotal as Nigeria was cemented subordinate position in terms of trade hierarchy .which was phase of structural Economical vulnerability defined by Trade barriers,  industrial decline as a result of trade subordination, Dependency epiphany and Brexit realignment of trade, oil dependency exposes as Nigeria was hit with devastating impacts of two oil crisis in 2016 and 2020.From  2015 and 2024, this unfair trade practices  developed due to 2016 oil price, 2020 Brexit that brought about marginalization of Nigeria non-oil exports.   Nigeria reliance on oil exports to the United Kingdom, While United Kingdom dominates through provision of manufactured processed commodities, this reflecting Neo-colonial dynamics. Nigeria’s total exports constituting about 80% to the United Kingdom mainly oil. While imports valuable manufactured constituting refine products from Nigeria’s raw materials exports, This Nigeria raw materials are low value, which implodes Nigeria to level of low value addition status impeding its development. Nigeria’s exports such as cocoa are refined by United Kingdom and reimported back to Nigeria which is only a fraction of end-product value. United Kingdom value addition commodities impedes on growth as it undermines Nigeria’s industrial capacity according to Chang 2016. Oil is the main product (UN Comrade, 2024) proving as   Nigeria's revenue suffer from oil price changes prices fell to $28 per barrel in 2016 and to $19 per barrel in 2020 to 2021 during the COVID-19 pandemic (CBN, 2024). From 2015-2016 also known as 2016 oil price clash, oil price fell from 100 dollars per barrel in 2014 to 30dollars per barrel which insistently triggered first recession in Nigeria over 35 years, Nigeria exports earnings practically dropped by 40percent as oil is Nigeria’s main export commodity. This significantly benefitted United Kingdom due to cheaper crude exports prices. With significant more crude exports which it refined and exported at higher margins. Nigeria imported 4.2 billion worth of refined oil from the UK 2015 and 2024 because of no refinery, Experts like Frank and Amin believed this type of situation keeps Nigeria in a weak position. They say that former colonies often stay locked in exporting raw materials and miss chances to grow their industries. Due to Overlooked Non-Oil Exports talked on as Kaplinsky points out that relying on raw products can lead to "immiserating growth." This means that even if Nigeria exports more, it does not gain more value at home. Shown in fact that Nigeria's agricultural products make up only 12% of its exports. These include raw cocoa, sesame, and cashew nuts, which are not processed much ITC, 2023) while Solid minerals account 3 percent of exports. Although Nigeria has valuable resources like gold and lithium, but the UK has not invested in mining there (NEITI, 2024) justifying Kaplinsky points that relying on raw products can lead to "immiserating growth. United Kingdom exports to Nigeria consisting of manufactured goods such as vehicles, pharma green by 62% from 800 million dollar in 2025 to 1.3 billion dollars for pharmaceutical products alone instead of encouraged internal manufacturing leading to decline, Vehicles and machinery accounts for about 2.4 billion annually in budget stayed by world Bank, This over dependency on oil stems from  colonial period while Nigeria was structured into be a main supplier of raw materials while the United Kingdom refines those raw materials into finished goods which  persists post-2015 trade relationship due to Non-diversification   from oil is atrophy according to Mkandawire,  This unfair trade practices relationship exacerbated from 2016 as  asymmetrical trade policies such as the Brexit policies, This Brexit institutes period United Kingdom left the European Union, When leaving the European Union re-aligned it’s trade network. Nigeria-United Kingdom trade partnership was done through the everything but arms (EBA) scheme which duty-free free access to Nigeria exports due to its low value status and quota free access to over 98% of Nigeria’s exports. This EBA scheme was scraped while imposing regulatory confusion, Brexit instituted tariffs on Non-oil exports of Nigeria such as cocoa and cassava. While Nigeria fails to re-impose tariffs in recipient mode. Observation made by Npec in 2017 found that not only those UK impose tariffs on Non-oil exports but also imposes rejection on agricultural products which rose by 15% depriving Nigeria of 260 million in lost trade.  While its manufacturing FDI firms decreased by 32% from 2016-2020 retaining majorly 73% of its Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) firms as of 2020 which focus on oil and gas. Statistical observations by ONS states that United Kingdom firms depreciated about 2.1 billion euros in value while less than 0 .9 investment.  Non-oil exports of Nigeria from 2016 to 2020 grew just by 1.8 % which was below target point 5% with oil consisting of 78% of UK-Nigeria bound trade according to NBS which is visibly true. T replicates colonial trade structure sponsored by the Economic partnership agreement (EPA) that was fabricated by United Kingdom to counter any attempts for Nigeria to import protective tariff’s according to Nkrumah to maintain hegemonic control over Africa. This agreement should be scraped as Africa needs industrialization which can only be achieved by imposition of tariffs according to Amsden  due to industrialize capacity of United Kingdom verses Nigeria limited industrialization only dependent on oil exports. According to Nigeria export Promotion Council, Nigeria couldn’t boost non-oil exports over 10% which is tragic. Focusing only on Primary Commodities creates  path dependence stating that focusing on just primary  products is disastrous to a Developing economies such as Nigeria, Hausman and Rodrik stated  evidently that primary products focus are  disastrous because it impedes on development  progress as it causes cycle of debt trap seen in the Nigeria case ,Nigeria owes about 134 trillion dollars in debt compared to 2015 just 15 billion dollars in debt ,what the cause a justification being lack of diversification focusing only on Primary Commodities warned against by Hausman and Rodrik in 2003 strive ECONOMIC Development as self-discovery. 2016  oil price crash increased debt deficit of Nigeria in 2016 to 3.1 billion dollars this caused the inflation,  Oil crash which was triggered by low demand on oil and  refusal of OPEC to cut oil production which reduced price of oil which was 100 dollars per barrel to 30 dollars per barrel ,which significantly affected Nigeria’s  revenue which reduced  government spending on infrastructure  and social programs impacting heavily on  Nigeria citizens and development., Inflation rose to $18.74%  this depreciated the naira  increasing public debt from 10.3 billion dollars in 2015 to 18.65 billion in 2017 ,unemployment rising this as a result of Nigeria on oil commodity making it be heavily impacted by these external shock relates to what  Adenikinju in 2016  that Nigeria’s over reliance makes it  vulnerable to external price shocks  seen in 2016 oil price crash, Nigeria rigid exchange rate as a result on over dependency  on one commodity as oil accounts for over 86% of its revenue stream this increased the effects of the crises on Nigeria relates to Nnanna (2016) idea that Rigid exchange of rates of Nigeria worsened the crisis. Diversification and local industrialization are key to extinguishing this unequal trade relationship between Nigeria and United Kingdom according to Dambisa.  Moyo in his journal Dead Aid 2009, This suggestion solution to development progress of Nigeria due to the fact that this unequal trade practices resulting from Nigeria just provision of low value raw materials and  United Kingdom supplying to Nigeria high value goods impedes on development and leaves Nigeria vulnerable to price clash’s as seen in 2016 oil price crash, which further worsens deprivation of Nigeria due to Nigeria system strong ties to price vitality, United Kingdom reinforces dependency and reinforces unequal trade relationship through its discriminatory tariffs on  processed products  such that 10-25%  tariffs are imposed on Nigeria’s cocoa processed chocolate , over 22.5% tarrifs  on Nigeria leader  goods ,justifying the fact that United Kingdom only wants Nigeria to be an oil producer doesn’t want processed goods only tariffs Non-Oil Exports ,This deliberately done  to stifle industrialization seen in Terrify on Non-oil exports  just to reinforce over dependency on oil  which relates to Ha-Joon Chang kicking away the ladder (2002)observation  that core states deliberately Tariffs on processed goods in order to stifle industrialization, This is manly  done so that core nations can have access to  raw materials and also to have control  over the periphery state by  reinforcing their status seen in UK deliberate imposition of tariff’s on Non-oil exports just to stifle industrialization, Which  has been progressing as Nigeria’s effort to  industrialization  is decaying reinforcing dependency, resulting in Nigeria taking of loans to maintain the economy which traps Nigeria in a state of debt dependency with Nigeria debt being 134 trillion naira rose from 12.6trillion  dollars in 2015.This is  awful as Money supposedly meant to  for the critical sectors of the economy in infrastructure ,industrialization, education and health care  is used to repay loans, which stiffs  industrialization, diversification efforts  ,which also leads to brain drain as specialist leave ,Fuelling this  discourse is that most  of Nigeria’s specialist move to United Kingdom through  United Kingdom skilled workers visa  and NHS activities in Nigeria ,Nigeria loses productivity in critical sectors of the economy  which is and impedes growth and  development which has long term effect on Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 even after this period. Nigeria only has 4.6 doctors per ratio to 10,0000 Nigeria’s while 5 k Nigeria’s work in UK even outnumbering Niger per ratio to doctors. This issue while combined with debt  creates a dust atmosphere  which further will cause more brain drain, Not only in  Nigeria healthcare structure is  in other sectors others  leaves , Ndubuisi Ekewkwe furthermore added  that brain drain in engineering sector slows down innovation  justify  this Nigeria’s Fintech industry Flutter wave and relies on diaspora talent, Although Brain drain has been an reoccurring theme in Nigeria’s history since independence, The current amount of Brain drain 2015-2024 caused by United Kingdom and Nigeria unequal trade relationship and the reinforcing of it by United Kingdom Deindustrialization strategy on Nigeria had immense disaster  consequences for Nigeria even after 2015-2024.  Although minimal Nigeria’s manufacturing product initially value to Nigeria GDP fell from 9.5 to 7.3 according to NBS as Nigeria imports grew. Nigeria ranks 161st in Human development indexes out of 191 countries. Although they has been efforts from 2017-2020 to grow the economy through the Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP) failed in diversification Nigeria’s export. Evidently Nigeria is structured imbalanced as Nigeria’s Non -oil goods are taxed and its industrialization limited, Nigeria’s agricultural products are still being restrictions by the United Kingdom, Taxes on United Kingdom aluminium and steel by the United Kingdom under the industrial sector experienced a period of stagnation due to the competitive pressure from subsidized imports from the United Kingdom. The policy exhibited a bias that favoured British interests within bilateral agreements. Nigeria-UK Trade Inequality (2015-2024 ) main basis on the asymmetrical commerce dynamics between Nigeria and the United Kingdom from 2015 to 2024 sustained Nigeria's underdevelopment by upholding a neo-colonial economic framework—a system that fav This dissertation contends that trade disparity is evident  due to Commodity Dependency -Nigeria's excessive dependence on crude oil exports (accounting for 75-85% of its trade with the UK) rendered its economy susceptible to fluctuations in global oil prices, whereas the UK export. Unbalanced Value Chains- In the UK, enterprises have a significant presence in lucrative industries such as energy, banking, and pharmaceuticals, whereas Nigerian companies are largely restricted to sectors involving low-value extraction and agriculture also policy Asymmetry Following the UK's departure from the EU, trade regulations such as the Developing Countries Trading Scheme continued to impose restrictions on Nigerian processed commodities, thereby hindering the diversification of their export portfolio.
2.2.2 Impacts on Nigeria’s Growth and Development 2015-2024 
Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 has been stunted significantly as a result of the negative effects of unequal exchange relationship between Nigeria and United Kingdom. This unequal partnership has had profound negative effects on Nigeria’s industrial capacity development, fiscal stability, development and economic growth.
Nigeria’s economy from 2015-2024 has been limited and degrading due to lack of economic diversification, despite efforts for growth by government non-oil exports still remains under resourced making Nigeria’s economy dependent and vulnerable to international economy exchange such that due to Nigeria’s over-reliance on oil exports, Nigeria has been exposed to price vitality shocks seen in 2016 and 2020 oil price drops. This has insistently hurt Nigeria’s GDP growth and welfare of citizens which inevitably causes loss of skilled practitioners.  This caused Nigeria witnessing first recession in over 25 years due to the drop of oil prices from 100 dollars per barrel to 30dollars per barrel, COVID-19 period also gave Nigeria a hard time as oil prices dropped again this worse than the last in 2016, As Nigeria and other countries were battling with COVID-19 disaster and anarchy it caused. This too oil price vitality significantly hurt Nigeria’s foreign reserves insistently because of Nigeria’s resource curse towards oil. This 2020 price vitality saw oil drop by 60% hitting Nigeria’s citizens the most resulting to rise in mortality rate and death, closure of business firms and brain drain due to the immense hardship at the time, Critiques argue that Nigeria wasn’t significantly harmed in terms of toll of loss of lives due to Africa hot climate temperature. Nigeria’s economy being continuously on the state of cycle of stunted growth and Underdevelopment as a result of persistent trade deficit which leaves Nigeria vulnerable and dependent. Nigeria imports manufactured goods, pharmaceuticals, machinery equipment and other high value goods from United Kingdom far more than it exports.  From 2015-2020 before the Brexit, Nigeria’s annual trade deficit ranged from 2-3 billion dollars annually at an average. This deficit widens as Nigeria  Post-Brexit 2021-2024 as United Kingdom leveraged more New Market opportunities in Africa and beyond,  leaving Nigeria in a state of debt traps as Nigeria has to pay Its debt using funds and resources meant for development to payroll debts while still not being industrialized and diversified which caused which stunts Nigeria’s growth and development efforts. This also leads to forex drain due to paying for imports in pounds and dollars which causes naira depreciation from 1dollar-200 naira in 2015 to 2dollar to 1,500 naira which strains Nigeria foreign exchange reserves, This naira depreciation has insistently caused price to skyrocket due Nigeria’s as usual over dependency on imports which leads to economic disparity and causes brain drain also known as the flee of specialist. This unequal trade exchange insistently caused high deindustrialization. THIS De-industrialization occurred as observed by Chete et al at the Nigerian economic summit that Nigeria goods competition with United Kingdom subsidized exports United Kingdom exports that are relatively cheaper leads to various factory closures and job losses in Nigeria. United Kingdom subsidizes it’s goods to enable this goods availability at cheaper prices  inorde to dispose of the goods for profits, This strategy success as  United Kingdom goods such as its electronics,  textiles and processed goods flood Nigeria’s markets ,This delays competition as United Kingdom’s goods come with high quality at a cheaper price, Nigeria’s goods are also good quality but are not subsidized as UK goods due to limited expense Nigeria can afford as a third world developing state. The UNTL full name United Nigeria textile plc notably textile industry  established during the 1960s has been  brought to almost to closure as it’s production dropped drastically and only did skeletal operations as of 2022, Due to inability to pay tax as a result of low sales due to competition from United Kingdom, Arewa textiles plc closed down in 2019 notable former producer of textiles resulted to over 5k workers lost their jobs, Ababa textile Mills and  zaritex all have closed down, The remaining left such as Tofa textiles and supertext  are declining as they currently operate at minimum and it’s operations are reducing as Tofa textiles which had over 3k workers now account for under 200 workers and  supertex operates at less than 10% capacity. Nigeria in the 1980s had over 180 textiles industries with over 500,000 Nigerians workers while as of 2024 has only 25 textiles with under 20,000 Nigeria workers showing the rapid decline in textile industry and decline in the already minimum industrial capacity . This also caused by smuggling of UK goods by illicit means over borders through neighbouring countries like Benin and Cameroon which further undercuts local producers and evading tariffs. As a result of this deindustrialization unemployment rose from 10.4% as of 2015 to 33.3% as of 2023, other sectors of production capacity has been shutting down as Nigeria’s external debt rose from 10m3 billion dollars in 2025 to 43.3 billion dollars according to world Bank database,   96% of government revenue of Nigeria goes to debt servicing stated by the Budget office of Nigeria. Nigeria still spends 20 billion annually yearly on fuel imports as already established 90% of its exports revenue is raw material  mainly oil. That 96% going to debt servicing hinders Nigeria’s from effective diversify economy rather is in a state of cycle of debt deficit while still importing over 0 billion dollars’ worth of fuel combined with other exports such as machinery,  electronics and refined processed goods . Nigeria suffers from foreign exchange crisis as it currently too expensive to transact between Nigeria and other countries including United Kingdom.  1 DOLLAR In 2025 was equivalent to 200 naira and 250 naira in the black market first forward to 2024 2 dollars has skyrocketed by 600% now 1dollar is #1,500 naira and #1,860 in the black market. This infinitely causes worst of all Capital Flight as Nigeria’s specialist leave Nigeria in large number for greener pastures which deprives Nigeria of necessary tools to develop and grow its economy susceptible.  Nigeria trained workers accounts for over 500,000 Nigerians in just the area of doctor department, Which is facilitated by the NHS which reduces number of doctor practitioners in Nigeria  worsening Nigeria’s health care system,  which leads to fatal toll as Nigeria’s deprived of skilled workers which puts fear for more elopement known as brain drain. Even Nigeria students are fleeing to United Kingdom, UK harbour over 100,000 Nigeria students which also contributes over 1.9 billion euros to the United Kingdom economy. Which wastes the resources Nigeria uses to train its professionals which now turn and flee as a result of lack of opportunity to the United Kingdom contributing to their economy. 
2.2.3 UK-Nigeria relations impact on Nigeria’s political stability 2015-2024
 Political stability refers to a state of strong central authority and smooth Political process such as smooth transition of power, electoral system and engagement in politics without flaws. Nigeria has stumbled in that regards, Verdict situation being Nigeria’s political system is unstable. Nigeria political system is unstable not merely as a result of Internal contradictions but due to Nigeria’s path dependent relationship with the United Kingdom. Stemming from historical legacies, partnership and aid conditionality that have shaped Nigeria into being capable of serving external interest but weak to govern its people and internal affairs. Nigeria’s public institutions is weakened as a result of United Kingdom aid conditionality. Although UK -Nigeria partnership been proactive as UK support s Democratic promotion that stabilizes Nigeria’s political system to an extent. United Kingdom deliberately avoids addressing root causes which it caused elite capture and militarized governance that benefit its interest. Nigeria-UK relationship traces back to colonial relationship as Nigeria was a subordinate to United Kingdom, during that period Nigeria political framework was formed which still intricately influences Nigeria’s political stability 2015-2024. Mamdani states that concentration of power in the north Marginalized regional voices which causes political instability 2015-2024 which promote Disunity. The indirect rule political system formed a centralized governance models  that empowered Northern and Southern elites that marginalized grassroots of Nigeria institutional framework which entrenches separatist movements such as IPOB and Oduduwa Republic undermine and threatening the political sphere of Nigeria and it’s  legitimacy, although scholars such as Ekeh states  Nigeria practices primordial system more ethnic based focused rather than national governance  which fosters instability. While United Kingdom in relations with Nigeria has engaged in promotion of democracy through it’s funding of 2015-2024 elections 2015,2019 and 2023 elections  which professor Tom kirk used  to outline his perspective that this uk aid to electoral institutions has  resulted significantly on Nigeria political stability with specific focus pointing 2015 and 2019 elections respectively.      United in promoting of democracy has Advocated for transparency in government by eliminating corruption, UK aid support for anti-corruption initiatives has strengthened Nigeria’s governance  structures observation by Mathewe page. But still arbours corrupt politicians who owns real estate and hide looted funds which it harbours due to economic incentives and control over corrupt policy thereby  influencing Nigeria’ political system which promotes their interests. Although Diezani Alison Madueke and James Ibori a former governor of Nigeria assets were confiscated about 127 million euros on January, 2020, James Ibori remains few politicians assets were confiscated. UK still foster suspicious transactions of funds by Nigeria politicians. This defers objective set at the 2016 Anti-Corruption summit that was held in London, The pledge to fight against corruption is faulted as only 4 2 million euros has been repretiated back to Nigeria since 2016-2024 while still calling for a transparent governance. From 2015-2021 United Kingdom had only sanctioned 6 corrupt politicians while the rest still operated freely. While only freezing few politicians assets such as James ibori and Diezani Alison Madueke but still hasn’t imposed visa sanctions on them and other politicians. This shows United Kingdom engages in diplomatic cooperation with Nigeria with the intent of just symbolic cooperation, while maintaining deep institutional degradation .United Kingdom in commitment of promoting democracy in Nigeria adopts election monitoring  a key contributor to Nigeria democratic system  Keohane in 2023 arguing that United Kingdom election monitoring is key commitment in promoting democracy and enhancing democratic system. United Kingdom Westminster foundation for democracy actively trained Nigeria’s INEC officials for 2015 and 2019 elections respectively. Nkrumah stated detailing United Kingdom elections interventions as paternalism reinforcing post-colonial dynamics for influence. Although United Kingdom influence as had some significant impact due to its respond to 2020 political crises “The Endsars protest” where it condemned the police brutality and also imposed visa sanctions on officials linked which was subtle had limited effects on the continued political crisis, while in 2023 labelling attacks on Igbos voting in Lagos ethnic tensions not rigging, showing signs of preference ideology to northern site while marginalizing southern states rights.  Arguments persist that United Kingdom labelling that attacks and perceived favouritism was as a result of Tinubu threat to review United Kingdom investments in Nigeria showing its economic leverage interest over Nigeria as a whole. This could be traced to its visa sanctions preferences after the election banned 10 officials but without any APC member which were the actual one’s committing the act having no impact on high profile politicians in power.  United Kingdom has directly influenced Nigeria ’s visible via its foreign office and Westminster foundation for democracy institute that has supported Nigeria through technical assistance, observer missions and funding for civil society which stabilized Nigeria political Post-2015 period, which saw smooth transition of power the first from two different political parties since democracy institution in 1999. United supported elections from 2015-2024 via the Deepening democracy plan in Nigeria (DDPN) programme funded the adoption and provision of biometric voter verification machine known as BIVAS which reduced multiple voting system enhancing democratic transparency in Nigeria, also engaged in training of over 15k INEC staff through it initiative (WFD). Although Inecpost-2023 election report showed that this bias failed to prevent multiple voting in some rural eras but was still significant in stabilizing Nigeria political system and processes. Also, via it’s Deepening democracy in Nigeria program known short as DDIN provide 26 million euros to Nigeria to support voters Registration tech but was subtle in Nigeria’s democratic system. 
 However, after the 2023 elections British political interventions were debated on whether it strengthened or weakened political trust of Nigeria. As opposition grievances were fuelled due to visa sanctions on its members and public criticism although an effort concerns whether foreign intervention of United Kingdom is asymmetrical or legit. Due to its contradictory behaviour. United Kingdom post-2015 relations with Nigeria resulting to diplomatic and political influence initially after post-2015 election had significant impact on Nigeria’s political system it turned to diminished Nigeria political system every having a mixed impact of success and political suppression as various protests, rise of separatist movements such as IPOB who view Nigeria as a failed state due to reliance on United Kingdom for diplomatic support  
2.2.4    The effects on Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 as a result of UK-Nigeria political relations or United Kingdom influence on Nigeria’s political stability 2015-2024 
The relationship between United Kingdom and Nigeria from 2015 to 2024 presents a fascinating case study of how has influenced Nigeria’s political stability can simultaneously enable which has constrained and constrain enabled national development. While maintaining formal Which also conjectured democratic processes and preventing that also prevented total Nigeria state collapse, this stability but failed to translate into reflect and provide meaningful improvements in citizens' lives. This essay argues that the UK- of Nigerians. Nigeria-United Kingdom relationship fostered a particular type of enabled f political stability that functioned as a double-edged sword - preventing situation that has had both negative and positive effects. This positive effects prevented catastrophic failure while also institutionalized passbleness outcomes in governance and development.
Nigeria's maintained an stable cycle of democratic processes during this period facilitated by United Kingdom, which also created facade of democratic legitimacy.  The various successful but not undisputed transitions from Jonathan of the PDP and Buhari of the APC in 2015 which was lauded due to first transition of power from two parties since institutionalization of democracy in 1999  and also from Buhari to Tinubu in 2023 which maintained constitutional order in Nigeria and resulted to prevention of violent coups still visible in other regions, Not smooth but compared to others regions which expatiate on what Professor Darren Kew of the University of Massachusetts stated while comparing Nigeria to other states,  That Nigeria's electoral calendar has become one of the most predictable in Africa, which can create a minimal l conditions for economic planning" (Kew, 2022: 112) which is effective if pursued adequately.
However, Nigeria’s electoral stability has much dysfunctions as of 2019 and 2023 elections were among the worst troublesome era in Nigeria's history, widespread voter’s intimidation, vote buying and technical failures. Dr. Hussaini Abdu  observation stated that "each election cycle consumes about 18 months of political activities which displaces governance this having economic costs on Nigeria, This results to bad governance which ultimately leads to stunted growth and development of Nigeria as most time is spent on politicking instead of governance which stifles innovation   industrialization,  diversification and declining GDP growth which Nigeria faces,  Nigeria’s GDP as of 2015 was about over 500 billion dollars estimated in 2024 to be below 300 billion dollars. Each election period slows GDP growth by 1-1.5 percentage points as a result of diverted governance attention, policy paralysis and diverted resources.
United Kingdom supports Nigeria’s anti-corruption activities to promote political transparency and pure government. This has resulted to cases where high politicians were caught which resulted to asset recoveries that generated positive updates. , This didn’t stop the systemic graft situation persistent in Nigeria. This was acknowledged by former EFCC chairman Magu that every case prosecuted, many new cases still continuously emerge. On the contrary, United Kingdom still serves as haven for Nigerian illicit wealth gotten from corrupt Nigeria elites which undermines legitimate efforts, with about $18 billion annually leaves Nigeria for London properties and offshore accounts according to Global Financial Integrity
This created the term anti-corruption theatre by  Professor Mushtaq Khan  showing actions that please and satisfy international partners without changing underlying situation  which was started by (Khan, 2020).which has caused stunted growth and development this hardens development infrastructure project in Nigeria that deters potential transformative investments in  critical sectors such as in manufacturing and agriculture. This inadvertently causes economic stagnation and GDP depletion in Nigeria, as no manufacturing cause lack of diversification and hardships leading to distrust in Nigeria government and Nigeria political unity. This has led various successions movements such as IPOB and Oduduwa fractions in the North. This groups been calling for the dissolution of Nigeria Political system nicknamed Nigeria as a Zoo notably by its leaders Nnamdi Kanu. Dr Nnamdi Obasi stated that Nigeria has security bubbles around economic enclaves while vast territories remain ungoverned. Human development being stifled by incapable governance as Nigeria continuously poverty rise in 2023 rose from 53% to 70% according to World Bank. While maternal mortality in 2023 according to UNICEF increased by 12%, As its infrastructure deficit continues to grow even as of 2024, with power generation declining and industrialization degrading. Which injects to the concept of premature deindustrialization by Dani Rodrik’s. Although Nigeria stabilized politically temporarily in 2015 its economic structure became increasingly dependent on imports and extractives. This has resulted to stability without prosperity that satisfied into partners but failed citizen’s definition by UNDP as of 2015, this later resulted to political instability as this economic crisis influenced political stability.
Ultimately, UK-Nigeria relationship led to shaping a kind of political stability that suits the interests of elites and international partners which fails to catalyze development.  Professor Lant Pritchett breaking the patterns of development traps
2.3 Theoretical Review 
2.3.1 Dependency Theory 
Dependency theory  thesis based on significant global inequality in the international system, furthermore meaning of the thesis states that developing nation system is imbalanced the subjugation  of smaller states to main producers of raw materials such as cocoa ,oil and other minor less valuable products  while developed states manufacturers goods usually gotten  form the raw materials  o sell back to lesser states for higher expensive prices ,which shows as an example of trade titling or trade imbalance directed towards periphery states, Which undeniably creates a vicious cycle of debt due to slow undevelopnment which is main factor of dependency,  which result in trapping in a relative cycle of dependency.
According to primary proponents of dependency theory as main contributors to the formation of the theory’s dependency theory, Raúl Prebisch a key figure stayed that the global economic system is rigged, as in its shaped in favour of industrialized nations. Due to his careful critical observation on the dynamics of trend, His observations noted the disheartening terms of trade  set for periphery nations, Raul prebisch noted that  prices for periphery states primary goods plummet while the expensive manufactured imports rises.  Also noting it's a structural problem. 
Andre Gander Frank further explained that the development and prosperity of core's state is as a result of the perpetuated underdevelopment of the periphery states, an intrusive statement to the West core states but delicately true from observation and facts "development of underdevelopment," which was the famous description according to Andre Frank which shows an illustration of systemic exploitation which is delicately important.  Emphasis on the concentration of wealth and technology in the office of core nations according to Samir Amin, which I cycles periphery states with to exploitation side within the umbrella popular global capitalist system. Coined this situation into a paradise “accumulation on a world scale" which adequately describes sided distribution of wealth.  Another prominent scholar and proponent of dependency idea Henrique Cardoso  acknowledged that peripheral states are not adequately industrialized and development is limited,  even in "associated-dependent development still stagnant , furthermore after justification by prominent scholars  such  Andre  Gunder Frank, Frederick and Prebisch. Alternative views persists Hua Chang, stated and acknowledged the validity of vast  core tenets, but argues that states strategically can break  from this cycle of preheated dependency through protectionist policies. Stating a small time period departure from usual dynamics trade relations necessary for genuine development. Furthermore Nancy Fraser fuelled the debate by accusing ecological exploitation for cause slow development and dependency, stating that core nations often engage in resource extraction and cause pollution to periphery states. For example Cobalt mining in Congo, and oil drilling in the Niger Delta.  This results to slow growth, key figures like Jason Hickel criticizes neo-colonial extractives" in International’s supply chains.
While some criticize Dependency Theory for being overly deterministic – the idea that once a nation is a satellite, it's always a satellite, for example – its enduring value lies in its ability to illuminate the structural inequalities that continue to shape the global landscape.  It provides a crucial framework for understanding the complexities of global poverty and the uneven distribution of wealth, even if its nuances are subject to ongoing debate.
2.3.2 Basic Assumptions of Dependency Theory
Dependency theory provides a clear detailed explanation for global inequality.  By illustration of global system  and how it’s influenced to favour Developed states against developing nations, outlines  the dynamics economic structure designed for continuous favour of Developed states  to prosper in determinant while periphery states continue to decline .Think of it like a game of Monopoly, but one where some players start with all the properties and the rules are subtly (or not so subtly) stacked in their favour.
-main thesis of  the theory  states that Core and periphery states are not equal that core nations term to exploit  periphery states , The mechanism of perpetuating this exploitation is through unequal  trade, industrialized activities done by the core  often use cheap labour and extract resources  from poorer, which are resource-dependent nicknamed periphery .Nigeria for instance is  rich nation endowment with various natural resources such as oil and agricultural products, yet are undeveloped and  poverty,  theorists argue  is a direct result of its participation in the global system ,which is  designed to benefit the core states which is a systemic issue.
-Underdevelopment is a purposely situation to theorists’ perspective, which as a result of structural system set which is capitalism.  Due to the evident facts of Developed states, continuous pursuing of its interests for dominance through exploitation. For instance, During the colonial era there was brutal extraction of African resources, which was used industrialize and diversifying developed states leading to it’s extent of development till currently, which slowed   development and slow economic growth, which still resonates today.
-Dependency posit that external factors are the main drivers of global inequality and as a result undevelopnment than internal factors.  Global capitalism and its historical baggage, not local cultural norms or governance issues, are the primary culprits.  Internal problems like corruption, they contend, are often symptoms of this larger, systemic exploitation, a bit like a fever indicating a deeper underlying illness.
-Dependency Theory posits that the main mechanism of exploitation an established is s derived from unequal exchange. While for instance, Periphery states export raw materials such as oil and other minerals which is low in value addition, the import manufactured products such as machinery, refined kerosene, diesel and fuel and agricultural refined such chocolate which have high value input. Constant cycle of exporting low value materials, causes lack of diversification and constant wealth depreciation which keeps the periphery in perpetually undevelopnment.   Constant emptying the resources of the periphery into the possession of the core states 
· IN  dependency theory, Posits that international institutions such as World Bank and IMF, under the lens of  Developed states, play a crucial role in perpetuating dependency cycling  due their unfavourable  policies, structured to be beneficial to core states which frequently causes debts traps, for example privatization schemes that causes slow state development .  
 -Dependency Theory posits that core states often use indigenous elite’s also known as puppet leaders in periphery nations, into this system of exploitation, By with core ideologies to  maintain their positions of power. Also used in maintaining the existing current power structure. 

2.3.3 Application of theory
 Examining the UK-Nigeria relationship and how it influences Nigeria’s growth and development the core-periphery dynamic is a complex situation. The united Kingdom a core state while Nigeria’s the periphery states, The United a developed economy with a diversified and highly industrialized, Meanwhile Nigeria a periphery state, meaning by Nigeria as a periphery state it relies on low value resource extraction and undevelopnment. United Kingdom  having significant power due to its diversified and stability politically government, which it uses to extracts  valuable resources from Nigeria, facts present shows it willing participates in  perpetuating Nigeria's  status in global economic system.  Which causes obvious consequences slow economic growth and development. Unequal trade always paramount in their trade activities, Trade relationship dynamics from a front view  is obvious ,For instance,  Nigeria's export stagnated and limited to Crude oil  and other raw agricultural products  , crude oil  being the main source of export totaling87 %of its total exports  in 2023  ,  while UK exports high-value  manufactured products even gotten from raw materials of Nigeria  For instance, cocoa from Nigeria used to produce coffee and chocolate  and refined fuel, diesel all gotten from Nigeria’s raw material which is crude oil, united Kingdom also has  as export commodities pharmaceuticals  and services which are  quality valued  commodities . This unequal trade relationship results to Nigeria being encircled in a state of trade deficit. Nigeria being knotted on oil market vitality, while the UK prospers due to its value-added production activities, Nigeria imported higher of UK goods, than actual exporting a mere low value resources, this trade imbalance is asymmetry.       
Furthermore, Multinational corporations such Shell, BP, and Unilever but mainly shell Bp, facilitates capital flight extortion which exacerbates the issue.  These multi-national corporations extract and control oil and gas, reinforcing into Nigeria's consumer market, while repatriating substantial profits back to the UK.  Shell's Niger Delta and other regions operations generated about £4.5 billion in profit between 2015 and 2023 with additional extortion due to profit repatriation, While Nigeria Local communities often struggle with persistent poverty and also Environmental Degradation, uneven distribution of benefits. UK-Nigeria economic relationship through the lens of dependency theory, reveals a complex structural inequalities system arguably perpetuates an unequal arrangement, which gives UK considerable advantage thereby leaving Nigeria vulnerable, Needs scrutiny 
2.3.4 Neo-Colonialism 
Neo-colonialism was  Coined by Kwame Nkrumah which entails description the control of a sovereign state by an external power state, He nicknamed it the last stage of imperialism to justify Neo-colonialism as a continuing of imperialism/colonialism  which entails control of region  by an external entity or state ,But instead as Continuity of control of  states  which are now sovereign by  another external sovereign states, furthermore  defining Neo-colonialism as a situation  where a sovereign state or states is  being influenced by an external state,  the counters the determinant  meaning of   sovereignty which entails a state having full control of its state, This is usually exerted through economic ,political and cultural ways,  Weaker states economy are influenced usually by control  of its critical  revenue  and also through trade and investment programs ,  and the political system occurs through control of governance structures of a state
Furthermore, Kwame Nkrumah applied this definition to the Historical North-South relations,  stating that Developed states also  known as the West influence  Africa states,  stating this is done by enforcing dominance and exploitation and malicious cycling Nigeria in a state of debt traps even after independence,  Africa states being  influenced and controlled by external state,  for instance Nigeria  economy with accurate facts  can be said to be influenced and controlled by United Kingdom by it’s investment  tool known as shell Bp, Shell for instance  controls the main vital economic revenue stream that deals with majorly oil, This  effect  can be traced to the British historical legacies through colonialism  and it’s continuous impact even after independence in 1960 which is wrong, As No states  sovereignty integrity should be infringed by another state . True sovereignty in other words freedom over a state territory Should be achieved by rejecting dominance  whether psychological or economically and the styles of Western states. A state should have adequate control over it’s economic as a sovereign state not by  investments and multi-cooperations for instance which west use to exploit and looting Africa which ,  According to Patrick Bond in his book Looting of Africa  stated that exploitation is done through the use of  unfair trade terms and by profit shifting of multi-cooperation’s which hold key control of critical revenue stream of a weaker state which  they use to further develop Home states for instance United Kingdom Shell BP’s activities. Neo-colonialism occurs politically when the Political structure of a weaker state is being controlled by another usually stronger external sovereign state, Africa state a weaker is being controlled by stronger Western states by means of puppet governments that are pro-Western rulers
2.3.5 Basic Assumptions of Neocolonialism Theory
Neocolonialism: A Lingering Shadow of Empire
 Neo-colonialism posits that there is still an enduring legacy of colonialism, stating that dynamics established during the colonial period still linger currently, but instead changed in another form which persist through different ways but the underlying nature remains the same.  The core argument is that former colonial powers, often lumped under the term "Global North," maintain a significant degree of control over formerly colonized nations, the "Global South," through a complex web of economic, political, and cultural mechanisms.
One of the central tenets is the idea of continued exploitation.  Kwame Nkrumah, in his seminal work Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism, powerfully argued that formal independence didn't equate to freedom from exploitation.  Instead, he saw a shift towards more insidious forms of control, exercised through economic leverage, the omnipresent influence of multinational corporations (MNCs), and the often-unseen hand of international institutions.  It's a bit like a puppet show, where the strings are cleverly concealed, but the puppeteer remains firmly in charge.
This economic dependency is a recurring theme.  The Global South often finds itself inextricably tied to the North for capital, technology, and access to markets – a situation that frequently perpetuates underdevelopment. Andre Gunder Frank's Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin America provides a stark illustration of this, arguing that integration into the global capitalist system often traps Southern nations in a subordinate "periphery" role, essentially condemned to supply raw materials while importing expensive manufactured goods.  It's a classic case of unequal exchange.
International institutions like the IMF, World Bank, and WTO also play a pivotal role, frequently criticized for policies – such as structural adjustment programs (SAPs) – that often seem to prioritize the interests of the North.  Joseph Stiglitz's Globalization and Its Discontents eloquently details the detrimental effects of these policies, arguing that austerity measures, privatization drives, and deregulation often exacerbate poverty in the South.  It's a bit like a doctor prescribing a medicine that makes the patient sicker.
Furthermore, MNCs, with their vast resources and influence, are often accused of extracting resources and labor from the South while repatriating profits to the North, thereby deepening existing inequalities.  This extraction, coupled with the often-unacknowledged cultural and ideological dominance exerted by Northern media, education systems, and language, subtly shapes Southern societies, eroding local identities and fostering a dependence on Northern values.
Political manipulation is a key factor that states that stronger powers such as developed states intervene directly in Southern internal affairs, while some state that manipulation of local elites is a basic method used by core states to influence periphery states, Which was termed “comprador bourgeoisie" by Frantz fanon which enables method of indirect control. Which I possible because  the local elites often benefit from neocolonialist agendas and arrangements, thereby prioritizing core states interests over their own people.  
-Globalization which has and serves a way of continuous universal progress, which is viewed as current representation of Neocolonialism.  Agreements such as NAFTA have been criticized for displacing Mexican farmers and benefiting large US agribusinesses which was debated by Vandana Shiva Neocolonialism theory overall provides a valuable framework for understanding global inequalities.  Its core  thesis states that the legacies of colonial  structures continue to  shape the global system in a powerfully way, Nkrumah’s warns that justifying sovereignty and independence should enforce  dismantling of formal colonial rule and structures.   A fundamental restructuring of global power dynamics and a need to address the enduring inequalities that persist in  this current Globalized  world.
Application of the theory’s 
According to Neo-colonialist factors which is interference on states sovereignty UK has control over Nigeria through Economically Exploitation of Natural Resources through UK's companies, such as Shell and BP, have significant interests in Nigeria's oil and gas sector, often at the expense of Nigerian companies and communities .Also through provision foreign aid to Nigeria, which they use create dependency due to their unfair Terms and undermine economic sovereignty.   The UK has historically has had significant influence over Nigeria affairs through the Support for Authoritarian Regimes, which they have steadily supported authoritarian regimes in Nigeria, The Abacha regime which perpetuated  violations human rights and undermined democracy. By also Interfering in Nigerian Electoral system, United has been accused of interfering in Nigerian elections, often by supporting candidates who align with UK ideologies and national interests.
Also Western culture is gaining substantial roots in the Nigerian society, which often seeks to do so by undermine Nigerian culture. For instance, English language is the dominant language in Nigeria although it’s not a native tongue. Also United Kingdom perpetuates on cultural style perpetuating indirect control. Western media such as BBC often perpetuates negative ideologies about Nigeria and also Africans as a whole, which reinforces Neocolonialism, unfair trade relations with unequal and malicious Agreement between United Kingdom and Nigeria, which often benefits UK companies at the expense of Nigerian companies, that has significant investments in Nigeria's oil and gas sector in collaboration with Nigerian companies.  UK provides aid to Nigeria to support trade development to pressure more unequal trade partnerships, which creates pendency and undermine sovereignty.
This relationship exhibits characteristics of Neo-colonialism, such as economic, political, and cultural exploitation. Nigeria must attain it’s political, economic and cultural independence to overcome neo-colonialism and achieve sustainable development.
2.4 Empirical Review 
Nigeria and UK trace its relationship to pre-colonial era during which Nigeria was plundered and made into main suppliers of raw materials while United Kingdom uses its resources to build its country development while stippling Nigeria’s growth although Nigeria's independence in 1960. These two nations-maintained relations diplomatically, UK still holds significant role in Nigeria’s welfare either economically, politically and culturally.
United Kingdom and Nigeria from independence have had long-standing diplomatic partnership, Due to UK its ally from the colonial and among   even still afternoon independence, it was one of the early countries to establish diplomatic relations with Nigeria. UK and Nigeria have maintained strong partnership, With Nigeria having a high commission in Abuja and United Kingdom having a high commission in London. United Kingdom’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) while highlighting Nigeria and UK strong partnership stated that Nigeria and United Kingdom are committed democracy and human rights, have mutual respect, and strong close partnership. The FCO also notes that the UK and Nigeria cooperate closely on regional and global issues, including counter-terrorism, piracy, and climate change, Security cooperation is a significant aspect of UK-Nigeria relations. The two countries cooperate closely on counter-terrorism, with the UK providing training and capacity-building support to Nigerian security forces. According to the UK's Ministry of Defence (MOD), the provision of equipment to Nigeria by the United Kingdom as a mechanism to foster closer ties, while also training Nigeria military, in order to help the country, tackle the threat posed by Boko Haram according to (MOD, 2019).  While stating thesis of UK agenda the MOD also notes that the Nigeria and UK also cooperate closely on maritime security, UK also provides support to Nigeria's navy to help tackle piracy and any maritime threats. Significant challenges in Nigeria is corruption and lack of governance, which the   UK uses to control type of government of Nigeria which will yield to their interests by supporting anti-corruption efforts. According to Transparency International (2020), the UK has provided significant support to Nigeria's anti-corruption agencies, including the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) support for Nigeria's anti-corruption efforts by their United Kingdom has been massive, especially its calls for investigation on human rights abuses Ultimately, a more equitable beneficial relationship between the UK and Nigeria is paramount in the promotion sustainable development in Nigeria.
Trade Relations between the UK and Nigeria is significant, intricate with the UK being one of Nigeria's largest and highest trading partners. At inception of Nigeria's independence in 1960, the two countries have maintained economic ties, with the relationship playing a paramount role in Nigeria’s development. Due to significant trade imbalance Nigeria only producing raw materials while the UK produces high value refined products, Also Nigeria imports more goods than it exports from the United Kingdom . According to the UK's Office for National Statistics (ONS), in 2020, the UK's exports to Nigeria totalled about £3.4 billion while Nigeria's exports to the UK totalling about £1.4 billion according to (ONS, 2020),  products exported from the UK to Nigeria include machinery, vehicles, and electrical equipment, while Nigeria's main exports to the UK  is only  mainly crude oil, natural gas, raw agricultural products  states by (ONS, 2020). UK  uses foreign direct investment FDI scheme in Nigeria ,which influence Nigeria’s growth with  many UK companies like Shell Bp operating in the country, which controls main the economic sector of Nigeria, for instance Shell Bp controls majorly the critical revenue of  Nigeria which is oil, the UK iw the second-largest source of FDI in Nigeria According to the Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission (NIPC),which accounts for 14.1% of total FDI inflows  in Nigeria as of  NIPC in 2020.The reason for attraction is because  of Nigeria  rich vast amount of raw materials such as oil, which is also known as black Gold because it’s easy to refine, other main sectors of attraction for foreign direct control, which are manufacturing, and financial services which hinders Development ,UK provides maliciously  aid scheme as assistance to Nigeria,  to enable loopholes because Nigeria has high poverty, bad health, and lack of education.  Trade imbalance is significant between the UK and Nigeria needs solutions because it affects Nigeria’s growth and development, Nigeria seeking to increase its exports to the UK. The economic relationship between the UK and Nigeria is significant, with the UK being one of Nigeria's largest trading partners. It faces significant challenges and opportunities that need to be addressed, due to trade imbalance, infrastructure development, and corruption. By addressing these problems Nigeria can strengthen ties with UK based on equal balance, and   promote its sustainable economic growth and development.
2.5 Gap in literature 
Un-researched areas such as long term impacts of UK relations on Nigeria only focus on 2015-2024. In academic research, "gaps" refer to areas where existing research or literature is lacking or incomplete. Identifying gaps in the literature is an essential part of the research process, as it helps to justify the need for further research and provides a foundation for the current study.
Limited application of neocolonialism theory: While neocolonialism theory has been applied to various contexts, its application to UK-Nigeria relations is limited lack of integration with other theories: There is a need to integrate neocolonialism theory with other relevant theories, such as dependency theory or world systems theory.
-Limited empirical research on UK-Nigeria relations: There is a need for more empirical research on the specific relationship between the UK and Nigeria, particularly in the context of neocolonialism.
-Lack of data on the impact of Western influence: There is a need for more data on the impact of Western influence on Nigeria's economic growth and development. Limited use of mixed-methods approaches*: There is a need for more research that combines quantitative and qualitative methods to study UK-Nigeria relations, Lack of longitudinal studies: There is a need for more longitudinal studies that examine the relationship between the UK and Nigeria over time.
Limited research on the impact of Brexit: There is a need for more research on the impact of Brexit on UK-Nigeria relations and Nigeria's economic growth. Lack of research on the role of non-state actors*: There is a need for more research on the role of non-state actors, such as NGOs and multinational corporations, in shaping UK-Nigeria relations.





      
CHAPTER THREE
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
3.1 Neo-colonialism 
Neo-colonialism was  Coined by kwame Nkrumah which entails description the control of a sovereign state by an external power state, He nicknamed it the last stage of imperialism to justify Neo-colonialism as a continuing of imperialism/colonialism  which entails control of region  by an external entity or state ,But instead as Continuity of control of  states  which are now sovereign by  another external sovereign states ,futhermore  defining Neo-colonialism as a situation  where a sovereign state or states is  being influenced by an external state,  th. counters the determinant  meaning of   sovereignty which entails a state having full control of its state, This is usually exerted through economic ,political and cultural ways,  Weaker states economy are influenced usually by control  of its critical  revenue  and also through trade and investment programs ,  and the political system occurs through control of governance structures of a state
Furthermore ,Kwame Nkrumah applied this definition to the Historical North-South relations,  stating that Developed states also  known as the West influence  Africa states,  stating this is done by enforcing dominance and exploitation and malicious cycling Nigeria in a state of debt traps even after independence,  Africa states being  influenced and controlled by external state,  for instance Nigeria  economy with accurate facts  can be said to be influenced and controlled by United Kingdom by it’s investment  tool known as shell Bp, Shell for instance  controls the main vital economic revenue stream that deals with majorly oil, This  effect  can be traced to the British historical legacies through colonialism  and it’s continuous impact even after independence in 1960 which is wrong, As No states  sovereignty integrity should be infringed by another state . True sovereignty in other words freedom  over  a state territory Should be achieved by  rejecting dominance  whether psychological or economically and the styles of Western states. A state should have adequate control over it’s economic as a sovereign state not by  investments and multi-cooperation’s for instance which west use to exploit and looting Africa which ,  According to Patrick Bond in his book Looting of Africa  stated that exploitation is done through the use of  unfair trade terms and by profit shifting of multi-cooperation’s which hold key control of critical revenue stream of a weaker state which  they use to further develop Home states for instance United Kingdom Shell BP’s activities. Neo-colonialism occurs  politically when the  Political structure of a weaker state is being controlled by another usually stronger external sovereign state , Africa state a weaker is being controlled by  stronger Western states by means of puppet governments that are  pro-Western rulers
3.1.1 Basic Assumptions of Neo-colonialism Theory
Neo-colonialism: A Lingering Shadow of Empire
 Neo-colonialism posits that there is still an enduring legacy of colonialism, stating that dynamics established during the colonial period still linger currently, but instead changed in another form which persist through different ways. But the underlying nature remains the same.  The core argument is that former colonial powers, often lumped under the term "Global North," maintain a significant degree of control over formerly colonized nations, the "Global South," through a complex web of economic, political, and cultural mechanisms.
One of the central tenets is the idea of continued exploitation.  Kwame Nkrumah, in his seminal work Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism, powerfully argued that formal independence didn't equate to freedom from exploitation.  Instead, he saw a shift towards more insidious forms of control, exercised through economic leverage, the omnipresent influence of multinational corporations (MNCs), and the often-unseen hand of international institutions.  It's a bit like a puppet show, where the strings are cleverly concealed, but the puppeteer remains firmly in charge.

This economic dependency is a recurring theme.  The Global South often finds itself inextricably tied to the North for capital, technology, and access to markets – a situation that frequently perpetuates underdevelopment. Andre Gunder Frank's Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin America provides a stark illustration of this, arguing that integration into the global capitalist system often traps Southern nations in a subordinate "periphery" role, essentially condemned to supply raw materials while importing expensive manufactured goods.  It's a classic case of unequal exchange.
International institutions like the IMF, World Bank, and WTO also play a pivotal role, frequently criticized for policies – such as structural adjustment programs (SAPs) – that often seem to prioritize the interests of the North.  Joseph Stiglitz's Globalization and Its Discontents eloquently details the detrimental effects of these policies, arguing that austerity measures, privatization drives, and deregulation often exacerbate poverty in the South.  It's a bit like a doctor prescribing a medicine that makes the patient sicker.
Furthermore, MNCs, with their vast resources and influence, are often accused of extracting resources and labor from the South while repatriating profits to the North, thereby deepening existing inequalities.  This extraction, coupled with the often-unacknowledged cultural and ideological dominance exerted by Northern media, education systems, and language, subtly shapes Southern societies, eroding local identities and fostering a dependence on Northern values.
Political manipulation is a key factor that states that stronger powers such as developed states intervene directly in Southern internal affairs, while some state that manipulation of local elites is a basic method used by core states to influence periphery states, which was termed “comprador bourgeoisie" by Frantz fanon which enables method of indirect control. Which I possible because  the local elites often benefit from neo-colonialist agendas and arrangements, thereby prioritizing core states interests over their own people.  
-Globalization which has and serves a way of continuous universal progress, which is viewed as current representation of Neo-colonialism.  Agreements such as NAFTA have been criticized for displacing Mexican farmers and benefiting large US agribusinesses which was debated by Vandana Shiva.
 Neo-colonialism theory overall provides a valuable framework for understanding global inequalities.  its core  thesis states that the legacies of colonial  structures continue to  shape the global system in a powerfully way, Nkrumah’s warns that justifying sovereignty and independence should enforce  dismantling of formal colonial rule and structures.   A fundamental restructuring of global power dynamics and a need to address the enduring inequalities that persist in this current Globalized world.
Application of the theory’s 
According to Neo-colonialist factors which is interference on states sovereignty UK has control over Nigeria through Economically Exploitation of Natural Resources through UK's companies, such as Shell and BP, have significant interests in Nigeria's oil and gas sector, often at the expense of Nigerian companies and communities .Also through provision foreign aid to Nigeria, which they use create dependency due to their unfair Terms and undermine economic sovereignty.   The UK has historically has had significant influence over Nigeria affairs through the Support for Authoritarian Regimes, which they have steadily supported authoritarian regimes in Nigeria, The Abacha regime which perpetuated  violations human rights and undermined democracy. By also interfering in Nigerian Electoral system, United has been accused of interfering in Nigerian elections, often by supporting candidates who align with UK ideologies and national interests.
Also  Western culture is gaining substantial roots in the Nigerian society, which often seeks to do so by undermine Nigerian culture ,For instance  English language is the dominant language in Nigeria although it’s not a native tongue. Also United Kingdom perpetuates on  cultural style perpetuating indirect control. Western media such as BBC often perpetuates negative ideologies about Nigeria and also Africans as a whole, which reinforces Neocolonialism,  unfair trade relations  with unequal and malicious Agreement between United Kingdom and Nigeria, which often benefits UK companies at the expense of Nigerian companies, that has significant investments in Nigeria's oil and gas sector in collaboration with Nigerian companies.  UK provides aid to Nigeria to support trade development to pressure more unequal trade partnerships, which creates pendency and undermine sovereignty.
This relationship exhibits characteristics of Neo-colonialism, such as economic, political, and cultural exploitation. Nigeria must attain it’s political, economic and cultural independence to overcome neo-colonialism and achieve sustainable development.
3.2 Hypothesis 
Ho1: UK-Nigeria Nigeria unequal trade relationship has impacted on Nigeria’s growth and development 
Ho2: United Kingdom has influenced political stability of Nigeria? 
3.3 Research Design 
 Research design entails description of overall methods adopted to rationally utilise and integrate vital study components and effectively examine thoroughly the research problem. This execution of  Research is done by careful integration of various analytical frameworks, concepts, test and design hypothesis that supports the research objectives and hypothesis that determines best pathways  to  support critical research findings. This study adopts qualitative method of approach  with correlation research design  and quasi-experimental, correlation research design approach to determine relations dynamics of UK-Nigeria as  case study's  to serve as representation of North-south relations. The study adopts ex post facto means of quasi-experimental research the term ex post facto literal mean “After the fact" translating to fact of "  a thing or work done afterwards in latin, Ex-post facto compares/examines study based  on pre-existing characteristics of an Independent variable which entails various characteristics that cannot be changed or manipulated. This quasi-experimental research test hypothesis  to determine  the cause and effect relationship between independent and dependent variables, An independent variable cannot be changed its used to study and examine the impact of the variable after it has been altered, The independent variable is commonly used in situations due to manipulation being impractical rather it used to examine independent variable.
3.4 Methods of Data Collection 
This entails Methods of obtaining data for research work, thus Data collection entails  gathering and examining relevant information in a methodological and strategic way for Evaluating findings, hypothesis and solve research questions  for the research study. The study adopted qualitative approach intertwined secondary sources of data collection with variety of non-statistical inquiry methodologies such as journals, publications, textbooks, articles of government reports and international  reports Imf, Africa Developmental bank the study adopted qualitative method that is  grounded on documentary and observations made and published with the AJN of acquisition of vital relevant information  for testing hypothesis, This method  serves as main  sources  for this  research  study
3.5 Methods of Data Analysis
  This Research study mixed methods qualitative adopting descriptive methodology for analysis and assessments data. By adequately assessing content analysis  of UK-Nigeria relations. This Research adopts deductive and inductive reasoning to arrive at an optimal conclusions after effective assessment.





3.6 Logic Data Framework
	Research Questions 
	Objectives 
	Major Variables 
	Empirical Indicators 
	Methods of Data Collection 
	Sources of Data Collection 
	Methods of Data Analysis 

	How has the United Kingdom-Nigeria partnership influenced Nigeria’s growth and development from 2015-2024 
	 United Kingdom-Nigeria unequal trade partnership has influenced Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 
	X:Unite Kingdom-Nigeria Nigeria trade inequality 
Y:influence on Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 
	X:Trade Inequality, number of trade deficits between Nigeria’s exports/imports with United Kingdom 
Y:Economic growth measured by GDP growth and FDI inflows with development measured by HDI, Infrastructure investment % of GDP
	Documentary
	Documentary sources: WORLD Bank, UNCTAD,CBN, OECD FDI statistics and United Kingdom department of trade statistics 
	Content data     analysis 

	How has United Kingdom influenced Nigeria’s political stability 
	United Kingdom influence on Nigeria’s political stability 2015-2024 
	X:Unite Kingdom-Nigeria relations via diplomatic engagements 
Y:impact on Nigeria’s political stability 2015-2024 
	X:United Kingdom relations its engagements ,UK foreign aid,
Y: political stability index effects measured by frequency of protest, stable government and smooth electoral process 
	Documentary 
	Documentary sources: V-dem institute, Afrobarometer surveys,UNHCR Reports ,BBC Africa& premium Times, SBM intelligence &Nextier SPD
	Content data analysis 






CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS/PRESENTATION
4.1 UK-Nigeria unequal trade partnership impact Nigeria’s growth and development 
For decades till the 2015-2024 timer, Africa states has perpetuated in extremely poverty and Underdevelopment not by their own making but by impacts of Western states controlled influence through various mechanisms of schemes of exploitation past  and present, United Kingdom a former colonial power of Nigeria and other Africa States although no longer visible in control but still influences Nigeria’s growth  and development through its mechanisms of unequal trade relationship fuelled by various schemes and agencies through institutions such as Shell Bp and unfair trade agreements ,trade imbalances  and role of external exploitation. An unequal trade relationship occurs when trade between two countries or entities disproportionately benefits one party over the other, often due to structural imbalances in economic power, political influence, or historical exploitation. These relationships can lead to long-term dependency, underdevelopment, and economic vulnerability for the weaker partner which can be seen in Nigeria’s experiences with the United Kingdom 2015-2024 stemming from colonial periods era.
Trade Imbalances a thesis of inequality in Trade occurs  when  One country consistently exports more than it imports  which is called trade surplus which usually root’s from colonial  period era 16th–20th century  Nigeria era colonial  which was an era  of subjugation   experienced the exploitation  where United Kingdom an European power extracted  natural resources minerals, palm oil  and cocoa  refined it while selling to Nigeria  back as finished goods which still persists. Subjugating the other state the periphery state which is Nigeria to relies heavily on import creating a situation of cycle of dependency. This can be  stated as  trade deficit due to excessive imports  and low exports. Nigeria as an  Independent nation and large population encompass the potential for dominance  still depends on exporting  of raw materials which are of low prices and importing  manufactured goods from the United Kingdom  at an expensive prices as a result of persistent  control of political stability structure, Its economic growth indexes stagnated due to multiple schemes perpetuated by British owned companies such as shell Bp, This influence sterm from British colonial legacy structures that still persist   today, The  current  system is still structured in the interests of Britain (Neo-colonialism)in the way that raw materials from Nigeria while UK produces high value critical goods and also by  creating market for British goods .Trade relationship between Nigeria and  United Kingdom is  asymmetrical, The  NIGERIAN state primarily exporting raw materials, while united Kingdom enjoys  the rewards  .
As of 2023, Nigeria's exports to the UK was quite symmetry in nature. .  Black gold a synonym to it’s name crude due to its quality, accounted for 71.4% of the total trade percent according to statistics staggering amount of $1.64 billion.   Solidifying this Natural gas accounted for about  $261 million.  Examining this Nigeria exports raw ingredients to the United Kingdom which is substantial, while UK refines the raw ingredients which is raw materials,, then supposedly sells it back to Nigeria as refined goods  due to Nigeria’s lack of diversification. An effective strategy   completion as gain of lion's share of profit on expense of Nigeria. Nigeria in a situation of exporting potential, not profit meaning producing and exporting no value just exporting potential   commodities which is not beyond oil and gas which can be refined to value commodities.  Although Agricultural products like cocoa and sesame seeds are also critical need which  Nigeria produces as raw materials, Due to it’s  high demand  attempt  to be  in favour of Nigeria although not that value  but instead purposely stringent  by the EU in collaboration   with united Kingdom   being of  significant hurdle to Nigeria’s gain .   
United Kingdom exports to Nigeria dominant due to high-value commodities such as processed goods and services. In contrast United Kingdom buys Nigeria's crude oil, refines it, and then sells the refined petroleum products back to Nigeria, refined petroleum such as kerosene, gas account for an estimate 1.11 billion dollars  as of 2023.  A thesis example of value extraction and a clear illustration of economic asymmetry. Adding flames to fire united Kingdom  exports Beyond  raw materials  ingredients gotten from Nigeria ,Exports  frequently large high-tech machinery ,chemicals and pharmaceuticals  an  area Nigeria currently lacks with no clear sign of  the indigenous  industrial capacity development to boost productivity and  languish consumption basis and stagnant It’s growth.  Nigeria industry capabilities be primitive  with just traditionalist  mode of  production with its highest skill be primitive such as blacksmith e compared to  United Kingdom industrial capacity  for manufacturing vast goods with high-tech computers, machinery equipment, car manufacturing all these boast United Kingdom industrial capacity being developed compared to Nigeria. In terms service provision United Kingdom financial service attracts Nigeria   funds for investment rather than s building up Nigeria while United Kingdom influencing this stagnation while enjoying benefits. While Nigerian students contribute a large to a significant amounts studying in United Kingdom further intensify Brain drain accounting for £1.8 billion annually in income for United Kingdom. Legal consultancy all contribute to a significant outflow of Nigerian foreign exchange reserve this causes drain on the Nigerian economy, Due to  constant capital haemorrhage as a result of unequal exchange relationship  of Nigeria exporting raw materials, while the UK exports to Nigeria value-added products and services.  This trade asymmetry shapes and advocates the need for Nigeria to diversify its  economy, By developing its industrial base, and strengthen its capacity n order  to add value exports, develop its industrial base and strengthen its capacity to participate equitably  in the global economy.  For achievement of this goal requires concerted effort for commodity dependence.  Nigeria's trade surplus with the UK center on  black gold as specific commodity of Trade  for Nigeria rom 2015 and 2024,This crude oil dominance foster uncertainty and loopholes for Nigeria’s diversification process. For instance, 2015 and 2016  Nigeria  witnessed oil prices crashes while trading with United Kingdom  which  hugely the affected the Nigerian economy. Also post-covid stage of recovery 2019 to 2024  saw an unprecedented surplus rise to accounting to over 13 billion as of 2024 This emphasis the  disadvantage of  vulnerability of over reliance on exports especially on overdependence on one major export oil,  As of 2015-2024  Nigeria development is still dependent on United Kingdom  due to various factors such indirect control of internal resources, which United Kingdom  does through  the use of shell’s Bp, Which began operations from the colonial era 1932 from the license grant and vitally 1958 when oil was first discovered .since then till this date 2015-2024 United Kingdom owned shell company has played significant roles in Nigeria’s economic system, it’s activities has delayed Nigeria’s development. Nigeria’s development is still impacted as result of historical colonial structures  in Nigeria which still persists .As established as British owned multi-national cooperation’s   started exploration as of  1938 during then colonial era by which it  gained license to operate on territory of Nigeria.. oil was later  found at Olabirili  Niger Delta state 1958  and exports operation stilted until 1958,After independence  Nigeria on 1st October,1960 and establishment of Republic of Nigeria in 1963 Shell which was originally known as shell D’Arcy changed its name officially to Shell Bp petroleum company .controlled form that inception date of discovery the mining and selling of Oil of Sovereign nation Nigeria by the British owned company, Around 1970s during the oil boom shell accounted for 80-90 percent output currently in 21st century British Shell company still controls the significant control of extraction and selling of oil.
Shell has coaxed the unequal trade relationship   amidst United Kingdom and Nigeria stemming from 2015-2024  through designed schemes that undevelops  Nigeria . By influencing trade agreements as  a result of it’s dominance on Nigeria’s exports ,This is the case because Nigeria’s exports is  mainly oil, Which is it’s main critical source of revenue .Nigeria and United Kingdom  imbalance  trade relationship as instituted is perpetuated as discovered  through  it’s Home nation refining  called STANLOW REFINERY, Which refines majority most of Nigeria’s crude oil  and sells back  under the command of the British government to Nigeria at high value interests price. United Kingdom is closest largest in trading partner ,it uses it’s leverage through stanlow Refinery in collaboration with Shell Bp reaping substantial profits  of Nigeria using crude oil as profit repetition and add high value to refined crude oil  back to Nigeria .This results to limiting  the  economic stability and growth of Nigeria. The trade relationship between Nigeria and the UK is  critically unfair. As Nigeria  is trapped in this unfair system that focuses majorly on exporting resources that should be employed effectively  ensure growth and development   period 2015 to 2024, instead Nigeria only  sells raw materials, while the UK makes money from finished products gotten from the raw materials. A clear unfair trade between the two countries also caused by British companies on the centre Shell BP which hurts Nigeria's economic development.
 Other products such as cashew nuts and cocoa only made up 8% of Nigeria’s exports. This ultimate unbalanced needs means that Nigeria profits is limited m processed also Nigeria relies on imports for basic necessity as a result of this. Shell BP plays a significant part in this unfair situation controls significant over 35% of Nigeria's crude oil exports to its home country United Kingdom. Instead of refining the oil and other natural resources in Nigeria, Shell disappropirately sends the raw materials to its refinery in the UK. There  raw materials are processed and sold back to Nigeria at high prices for reference stanlow refines the crude oil to  kerosene, diesel and fuel and sells it back to Nigeria at high prices. . Which costs Nigeria loss of billions of dollars every year. This loss would have been averted if  this funds had put in establishing a working national refineries.  UK's departure from the European Union as of 2020  called the Brexit, This even significantly reshaped global trade relationships,  and its engagement  with Nigeria.  This shift within the EU led to a series of bilateral agreements, This had a profound   impact on the already existent unequal trade dynamics between the two nations.  The period from 2015 to 2024 exacerbated   the unequal trade dynamics although Before Brexit, UK-Nigeria trade relationship was exploitative due continued pattern structure relationship stemming from the colonial era. Consisting Nigeria primarily exporting aw materials such as oil and cocoa while importing finished goods such as kerosene, machinery and pharmaceuticals from the UK. Which intensified after Brexit. The United Kingdom forging trade deals which t favoured its own interests, causing a unfair arrangement reminiscent of that of the colonial period. Such as the 2021 UK-Nigeria Trade Continuity Agreement which entailed UK access to Nigerian markets although offering minimal concessions to Nigerian exporters of refined processed goods. Nigeria's exports to the UK plummeted by a considerable margin 22% from 2019 and 2023, due reduced access to EU markets.   While these period United Kingdom exports to Nigeria increased 18% from 2021 and 2023, exceebertrating the substantial trade deficit staggering to £2.8 billion in 2023, show a great deal about the dynamics.  Unequal exchange is specifically evident in specific sectors as reliance on exporting crude oil while importing refined petroleum products from the UK which results to a massive contribution to stagnant growth. Although they has been a significant step to handling this issue and Foster state preservation  such as The commissioning of the Dangote Refinery in 2023,but still struggling  as a result of foreign exchange issues,  united Kingdom puts high tariffs on Nigerian processed goods such as  cocoa while Uk  subsidized dairy exports floods the Nigerian market, hugely affecting Nigerian dairy farmers  this resulted in  reduction of activities  now only meeting to less than 10 percent of domestic demand. post-Brexit policies by the United Kingdom actively worked against Nigerian interests such that Nigerian agro-processed goods is skewed  within  the market system caused by United Kingdom, and also  stringent non-tariff barriers that requires high sanitary standards is being exposed for Nigerian products This result to   desperate sought by Nigeria for foreign exchange, resulting to acceptance of unfavourable terms  as Nigeria doesn’t posses  a voice due to no power dynamics caused by crippled growth and developing nation status seen during the 2021 UK-Nigeria Investment Summit. Structural adjustment policies intensify the situation underlining Nigeria’s inability to diversify its exports leaving it vulnerable .  2022 Export Promotion Act didn’t make headway as it lacked sufficient funding for tackling crucial energy infrastructure which Nigeria faces.
Glaxo Smith Kline  British owned companies engages in production of pharmaceutical products in Nigeria   and also Unilever due to it’s refining capacity, UK tariffs on Nigerian processed goods, technology for agro-processing, also disrupt Nigeria's renewable energy transition. Reinforcing inequalities already embedded in UK-Nigeria trade relationship high should be addressed. post-Brexit  effectively disrupts this the narrative of both nations willingness for mutual beneficial and fairness in partnerships., due to unfair Terms of Trade  that causes prices of exports from  Nigeria weak economies standards that consist of supply of only agricultural goods, minerals  decline constantly relative to imports from  United Kingdom consisting of technology, machinery, This situation  is defined as declining terms of trade according  Raúl Prebisch & Hans Singer hypothesis justifying  noted on Uk-Nigeria trade relationship 2015-2024 due to the over dominance at this period ,while Nigeria  deepens on exporting low-value raw materials, United Kingdom profits from high-value processed finished  goods, This status as a third world country further deepens as Nigeria exports   primary commodities such as cocoa  and imports expensive chocolate from United Kingdom which was  processed from cocoa, This   amplifier Nigeria’s degrading economy and  Underdevelopment   due  contribution of low-value production.  This causes Debt trap and cycle of debt  as Nigeria has borrowed as of 2024 92 billion USD which is approximately  134 trillion naira as compared to Nigeria dept of 2015 12trillin dollars which was used to cover trade deficits, this evidently has resulted to debt crises. Although Nigeria seems to be s sovereign state  it’s actually not quite, as it’s economic policies  is being dictated  by United Kingdom and fuelling this discourse the resource extraction activities often harms local ecosystems. Nigeria Wealth is on foreign hands while local Nigerians remain poor.
4.1.2 Impact on Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 
From 2015 and 2024, oil has been Nigeria’s main source of revenue as has accounted for  90% of its foreign exchange earnings, accounting for 70% of  revenue of Nigeria’s government, can be called a single trade economic system .  United Kingdom plays a significant role in preparation this single trade system scenario. United Kingdom accounts for a substantial share of Nigeria’s crude oil exports.  A trade imbalance collosal, In 2021 alone, Nigeria shipped a staggering 95percent of  it’s goods for trade worth about £3.2 billion  of goods to the UK  mainly crude oil. Empirically those goods sent for that time period were entirely to One state which was to the United Kingdom. While in return getting crumps as payment and profit.  While on the contrary The united Kingdom delivered goods worth over £2.3 billion to Nigeria, which consist of different commodities such as machinery, beverages, and pharmaceuticals not a single commodity Nigeria offers ,This unequal trade  cripples the hope for self-sufficiency and industrial growth  stunting diversification and development progress . Which is caused by   Nigeria’s precarious industrial base capacity. This cycle of dependency caused by Nigeria exporting raw materials such as cocoa and cassava  ,which are  processed into refined products such as chocolate and  petroleum which comes from Nigeria.  This  over reliance on import hinders productivity and growth ,and intricately affects Nigeria  foreign exchange reserves seen that 1 dollar is sum of 1.500 thousand naira .Nigeria is consistently draining its resources on over importation with limited inflows inside Nigeria , This considerable caused by  lack of  engagement of the manufacturing sector  which only accounts to  10% of GDP  around 30billion dollars out of it’s 375 billon dollars as of 2024 ,A reduction from Nigeria’s s586 billion dollars, This exacerbates the problem of stunted growth and development. UK plays a significant role in this decline as it’s unfairly undercuts Nigeria’s made products through subsidiarying and illicit influencing Nigeria’s elite class to pass to its favour .This unfair trade practices must be extinguished in order to foster diversification and add value by promoting industrialization, This directs need for  mutually beneficial  and equitable relationship, By Nigeria  reforming its industrial capacity in order participate more fully and fairly  in the global economy. Nigeria has a massive trade deficit of about $3.2 billion with the UK.  Because Nigeria primarily mainly engages in distribution of raw materials, mainly  87  percent as crude oil .while it imports  refined and high-value commodities  such as petroleum, diesel, fuel and machinery . This asymmetrical trade arrangement results to significant loss of potential profit, projected that Nigeria losses about 15 dollars per barrel in exporting crude and then imports back the  refined resources commodity such as fuel and petrol. United Kingdom refineries  gain profits of about $7.4 billion which it  uses to further develops its economy . Which downgrades Nigeria's ability to build its own industries.  Nigeria industries are decaying, Nigerian textile industry was a  major  powerhouse in Africa but not anymore, has shrunk by  over 85percent , largely replaced by a flood of used clothing from the UK, totalling £1.2 billion annually.  Similarly, UK-subsidized powdered milk imports decimated the livelihoods of around 5 million Nigerian dairy farmers, leaving them supplying less than 5% of domestic demand.  A system of brutal economic displacement. This imbalance isn’t intentional is as a result of long standing Historical factors. This traces roots to the British colonial era 1914-1960,This period Nigeria potential  for industrialization was dismantled, This was done by using its power at the time to structure Nigeria  into be  main suppliers of raw materials like cocoa,  palm oil and groundnuts. Only infrastructure built this period were railways that runs  from farms  and mines directly to ports, that cuts across Nigerian cities , structured in an extractive model for carry out activities beneficial to them.  This trends still persists today; oil pipelines built during that period still function much as those colonial railways, which transports crude oil to offshore ports  often owned by UK companies like Shell. This oil are then transported to UK refineries instead to domestic refineries. Post-Brexit nicknamed UK's "Global Britain" strategy has exacerbated this dependency. Such that the  2021 UK-Nigeria Trade Continuity Agreement, granted tariff-free access to  United Kingdom to a range of goods and services, while imposing tariffs of 10-20% on many Nigerian processed goods, creating a significant disadvantage for Nigerian businesses.  The UK's substantial agricultural subsidies, around £4.1 billion annually, further fuelled this unequal exchange, allowing companies like Nestlé UK to undercut local Nigerian dairy farmers.   Nigeria remains a peripheral economy strategically structured to o enrich the United Kingdom which is a core state. .Several mechanisms perpetuate this exploitative dynamic.  The fuel import anomaly situation as Nigeria exports crude oil while importing refined petroleum. This situation is caused by aggressive lobbying by UK oil giants such as shell against Nigeria’s development of its own refining capacity and sabotaging Nigeria effort to building its own Refinery, Aim was to cut competition for their interest which has impacted on Nigeria’s developments. resulting to Nigeria spends enormously about 7..4 billion annually  on importing fuel  depriving of gaining wealth and wasting money that could be invested in crucial infrastructure such as  Hospitals, schools and industries. .  Similarly high tariffs on Nigerian textiles and cocoa products protect UK businesses while hindering Nigerian value addition.   UK tariffs has blocked a potential $500 million in cocoa butter exports in 2022 reports by the Nigerian export Promotion Council. Which eventually leads to debt burdens, which are usually institutions linked to United Kingdom, coupled with austerity measures imposed as conditions for loans, create a vicious cycle of dependency and economic hardship, further exacerbated by the alleged stashing of billions of dollars of stolen Nigerian wealth in UK banks and property. Deindustrialization on a massive scale, ,Rising youth unemployment  estimates  of 42% for the 15-35 age group, Nigeria as a state has enormous wealth but without prosperity. From 2015 and 2024, Nigeria earned around 460 billion dollars yet 133 million Nigerians live in poverty.   environmental  disaster  which  is  equally  a huge issue, As  gas flaring  and oil spills using  causes enormous  damage  to the environment.  Colonial  exploitation legacies  still persisting today in Nigeria and United Kingdom economic relationship  trade as a focus, This post-Brexit era has had  a  detrimental  impact on Nigeria hindering it’s progress and development.  A multifaceted crisis involving debt cycle, High unemployment, and also environmental degradation. Nigeria's persistent trade deficit with United Kingdom  is estimated over   $3.2 billion annually   a hefty amount for a developing state such as Nigeria, combined with it’s overreliance on oil exports,  perpetually  traps Nigeria into taking loans from institutions such as IMF and world Bank that have strong ties with UK ties,  creating unsustainable debt burden and economic strangulation. This debt burden projected to be 42 billion in 2024 resulting to implementation of harsh austerity measures like the fuel subsidy of 2023 by the Nigerian government .also slashing of budgets for healthcare and education, evident more disastrous outcome looms for the Nigeria state, As Nigeria healthcare structure is in shambles, Maternal mortality rate is on the rise  about 917 deaths per 100,000 births  as of  2023,. While literacy rate is decreasing drastically, about 20 million children are out of school stated by  (UNESCO, 2024).  United Kingdom backed policies caused the 2023 fuel subsidy removal. This act made. Fuel prices skyrocketed drastically by 200% causing upset, This sparked violent protests which unfortunately claimed 24 lives. Nigeria Families as a result of this struggle to make ends meet, around over 80% of their income going food, necessity, while inflation standing around 30% in 2023
This economic distress has evidently has had a devastating impact on Nigerian industries. Resulting from High tariffs about 10-20% imposed by the United Kingdom on Nigeria processed goods such as cocoa butter and textiles combined with the unfair trade practices as United Kingdom’s subsidized  products has  decimated local manufacturing capability.  Over  500,000 Nigerians has  been dispatched from the textile industry as a result of this, Textile industry now operates as low as 15% capacity.  Which has resulted to rise of  youth unemployment as 42percent of  young citizens between age of  18 to 35,  instability due acute hunger and depression  las citizens clamour for  change seen in the EndSARS protests in 2020 ,Also leads to desperate exodus ,witnessed as over  34,000 Nigerians  in 2023 attempted a  perilous Mediterranean crossings, which eventually lead 1,200 deaths. Textile hub such as Kano's "Chocolate City," once a thriving  hub, now a reflection of past glory standing as  a poignant symbol of this decline of Nigeria’s industrialization which is meant to be vice vice versa, abandoned factories now  replaced by  second-hand clothing  market imported from the UK.
Furthermore, united Kingdom  exports Agriculture goods to Nigeria, which is of disadvantage to Nigeria local farmer’s due to the unfair competition UK subsidizes it’s agricultural exports in the form of tax breaks and loans , On products such as powdered milk, that  undercut Nigeria local  agriculture capacity-building. Nigeria’s diary sector has been practically underscored leading to displacement of farmers and increasing reliance on imports of dairy products and other  agricultural commodities.  United Kingdom allocates a sum of  £4.1 billion annually as subsidiary  which  empowers its based companies  such as Friesland Campina to flood Nigeria market with cheaper powdered milk, which has dismantled over 5million Nigerian dairy farmers and, which causes  Nigeria to be reliant on imports  which accounts for about 98% of its dairy needs.  Nigeria similarly, spends over $2 billion in importing UK wheat, this neglects possibility and potential of using home-grown crops such as sorghum, cassava and wheat . This disproportionality according to WFB as of 2024 results to about 25 million Nigerians facing acute hunger, as child stunting rates rises reaching to about 37% in the Northwest.
 Beyond economic struggle, Nigeria loosing like minded people this is deterrent to human investment of a nation like Nigeria which further stagnates developments as Nigeria professionals such as doctors, engineers, and various specialist leave depriving Nigeria of it’s services.  Which is also championed by the host state United Kingdom with its relaxed visa policies in favour,  this has resulted to mass exodus of about over 180,000 Nigerian doctors from  2015 and 2024 to the United Kingdom for greener opportunities.   Reducing amount of specialist as -patient  to doctor ratio  which is about 1:5,000  which is in contrast  United Kingdom 1:300 , significant  proportion Nigerian PhD holders  practice field  work overseas about75 percent of them.  UK's National Health Service  mainly  relies on Nigerian-trained doctors and ships them for their betterment,  while Nigeria's healthcare system shatters a clear sign  of neocolonial exploitation.
Compounding to already existing issues, This multi-national cooperations  owned by United Kingdom carries out its operations carelessly which results to environmental hazards, resulting from oil spills calculated amount to be over 240000 thousand barrels of oil spills on vast kilometres of farmland, This hinders  agricultural productivity further diminishing Nigeria’s effort for stability and possibly growth this rather deepens Nigeria’s underdevelopment .This results to  infections and illnesses as result of constant gas flaring, estimates for 40 percent of  Africaflared gas . Niger Delta specifically as a result of this an environmental wasteland. Cancer rate doubled over 6times the normal national average and reducing life expectancy to 53 years, Displacement of thousands of farmers each year, children suffering from poisoning due to contaminated water.
This inherently leads to instability. Various Secessionist movements such as Oduduwa, IPOB and AREWA are gaining weight due to public resentments and movements for independence from Nigeria labelled a failed state. " Trust in government institutions is l 71% According Afrobarometer, 2024 stated frankly that trust in government is woeful and disastrous showcasing lack of trust in office of government. ,  Nigerians view This government as puppets of  United Kingdom due to its  perceived neocolonial system. Empathetically UK-Nigeria relationship operation on a linear nature doesn’t produce cooperative result for both parties. Nigeria exports  enriches UK companies as it only composed of low value raw materials distribution. Which lastly makes Nigeria to engage in taking hefty loans to cover its deficits. This unleavened atmosphere of hardships results to unemployment which drives migration to the UK. Enfactly these remittances from Nigeria migrants compound substantial value of  £9.3 billion  as of 2024  which in turn offsets UK aid cuts.  This system creates vulnerability for manipulation and exploitation, empirically a modern day exploitation. Till Nigeria profoundly transforms this its economic trajectory through Pan-African collaboration, Industrialization and debt restructuring, citizens will remain stuck.in this neocolonial net. The development of the UK is the underdevelopment of Nigeria justify the analysis stated by Walter Rodney describing United Kingdom string to Nigeria development. 
4.2 Extent of United Kingdom influence on political stability of Nigeria 
Nigeria's political landscape: A lingering echo of colonial The intricate relationship between the United Kingdom and Nigeria from 2015 to 2024 offers a case study in post-colonial relations political stability is key to a states survival  that  occurs in a multifaceted  structure encompassing strong, legitimate governance, a robust rule of law, and crucially, public trust in the system.    Nigeria has stumbled repeatedly in this regard. Repeated Election-related violence, separatist movements such as IPOB persistent Boko Haram insurgency,   pervasive corruption caused all these precarious stability. United Kingdom which was a former colonial power of Nigeria still influences Nigeria’s current system as a result of factors in Nigeria's economy, in terms of style of government, security apparatus, and its political policy and ideology.  United Kingdom although some might idea that is subtle but it’s quite significant. This is  exerted through various  mechanisms such as diplomatic pressure (use of sanctions and electoral monitoring), Aid mechanism  and also through trade and IMF loan conditions impacts on political stability. Through military aid, arms sales for counter-terrorism support, and is also done through soft power mechanism such as BBC's news coverage and Scholarships.  Period from 2015 to 2024 is particularly significant because   2015 experienced the first transfer of powe from one party to another since democracy institution in 1999,  PDP to the APC as Muhammad Buhari entered  into office . Although Buhari’s administration adopted an authoritarian turn against Western colonialism it still significantly persist due to mechanisms such as economic leverage with aid distribution, conditionality’s by the international institutions like ImF and World Bank that have close ties with United Kingdom  and diplomatic pressure usually instituted by United Kingdom. The 2023 fuel subsidy removal caused by  IMF policies which had UK support, caused widespread protests.  
Nigeria's political system since the  1914 amalgamation under the administrative control of United Kingdom created  Nigeria from  disparate Northern and Southern Protectorates, This forced amalgamation  still significantly influences political instability of Nigeria’s till today post 2015 severs as a potent symbol of this enduring duality. Mixture of Commercial south and predominantly Muslims, feudal North jarringly juxtaposed with a more Christian. This union till post-2015 political system still creates persistent North-South divide which continues to shape Nigeria's  federal-state tensions and political system.  Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and All Progressive Congress APC often  reflect t regional allegiances which disbands political stability due to Divide.  Which reflects the enduring impact of this United Kingdom on Nigeria’s political system. During the era of British colonialism  they adopted  indirect rule  as  method of administration in Nigeria , This system gave power to traditional rulers but on option to reference back to Britain.  traditional emirs  in the North were given  significant power, This administrative dichotomy  left a lasting mark on Nigeriapost-2015 politics. After independence, Nigeria adopted a centralized type of government  with it’s center office being Abuja Nigeria’s capital . The indirect rule system  of pre -independence  gives traditional leaders such as the  Sultan of Sokoto significant influence  especially   in the North, which often  clashes with democratic processes. colliding power structures this stifle cooperation for a better Nigeria.  Creation of arbitrary borders  by the British which disregarded pre-existing ethnic boundaries and collided disparate ethnic groups, Uniting over  250 ethnic groups into a single entity CALLED Nigeria. During this colonial era British adopted a fragmentation strategy which is otherwise known as "divide and rule" method, which it used to create  divisions among  groups which caused inter-group rivalries that  persists post-2015 and continue to affect political stability post- 2015. In politics, Ethnicity remain a thriving ant force in Nigerian politics, practice ethnic politics can’t achieve unity for a betterment of Nigeria this an crucial factor that continues to hinders productivity and Nigeria’s  growth. Major  ethnic groups Igbo, Yoruba and Hausa exerts dominance over at the expense of  other ethnicities in Nigeria.  Even still , The  three ethnic groups are rivalling each other and subjection persists as a result of colonial legacies, This has led to the  emergence of separatist movements seen in the championing  of Oduduwa Republic for the Yoruba and the indigenous people of Biafra movement known as IPOB . This unresolved colonial tensions still persists post-2015. United Kingdom post-2015  still maintained Islamic legal systems in the North  and  imposed its English common law in the South. This dual legal system comprising of sharia and secular law still causes friction in the political sphere of  Nigeria. United Kingdom  authoritarian colonial style  of  governance, Which was assimilated post-indeppendence  had had  a significant impact on Nigeria’s political system pre- 2015 ,Result being lots of military coups following  after independence  period from 1966-1999 before democracy. After  democracy reinstallation in1999,  centralized power and strong presidential systems which is at  expense of weaker legislatures, has been a significant hallmark of Nigerian governance post-2015. these colonial patterns has significant been ingrained in Nigeria’s political system post- 2015 long after independence. Nigeria’s  political structure still has indelible mark of British colonial structure after post-2015 . Post independence reforms unable to erase after independence till post-2015 political era. Exacerbating existing tensions through it’s idea of democracy Promotion ,This term was used by USA to overthrow on of Africa’s best leader Muhammad Ghadaffi. Meddling in electoral process of Nigeria through funding and giving aid in disguise to detect and maintain interference on Nigeria’s political system post-2015.Involvement in Nigerian elections by providing  substantial financial aid and technical assistance partnership with  Independent National Electoral  Commission (INEC),  biometric voter registration in 2015 and 2019 initiatives contributed by them in collaboration with INEC,, publicly commenting on electoral irregularities and engagement  in electoral observer missions in Nigeria Post-2015elections. instance, imposition of  weak visa restrictions as disguise to maintain control. Seen in the  deliberate inconsistency and perceived selectivity.  2015-2024 Nigeria’s political stability has been infringed on by the United Kingdom, This  as a result of  legacies of political structure and system hat has continued to influence political structure of Nigerian 2015-2024.  Stating  as already established Nigeria was formed during the amalgamation of Northern and Southern Protectorates. This lead to the merger of arbitrary entities as even started by himself              Furthermore, the southern Protectorates which were Decentralize n nature, composed of Christian/animated and were market oriented. While the Northern Protectorates were centralized in nature, feudal, Muslim majority based on sharia law.  This merger of this arbitrary entities into a single country called Nigeria whit the intent administrative convenience not national building, in carrying out it’s  main objective eploitation of resource  for it’s  nation building ,This merger structure has resulted to political divide 2015-2024. Nigeria’s political  as elections are indiscriminately tagged ethnic regional warfare. Protest and riots against government opposition, Disunity this protest often tagged as dominance of a region  from another region. Post-2015 riots against national government of Muhammad Buhari perceived ad Northern dominant on the defeat of southern ethnic Goodluck Jonathan which lead  to confirmed death toll 689 by the CDD. Election in 2023 sparked  similar scenario of  ethnic politics. South East Region vs Tinubu South West region vs Atiku Muslim majority based Northern region. Election violence still persisted in 2023  as reported by SBM intelligence as death toll occurred and ballot thieving. Ethno-religious political perception stated as  Stears election cumulated that over 95 percent support their region South east for OBI,Over 89 percent for Atiku Muslim majority North  and Tinubu South East.  Nigeria’s political structure is not fully democratic and stable as it’s governance by Ethnic war as contends with pew in 2022 analysis that over 68percent as ethnic  group first. Political activities such as elections and governance are seem as  fi existential battles . Nigeria’s political legitimacy is challenged by various separatist movements stream focus to Oduduwa, Arewa and Most significant current group in Nigerian IPOB, IPOB slogan  challenge the political legitimately and stability stating as “Restore the 1924 borders a. Tjis IPOB group ha one of the s  significant reason for Nigeria’s stunted growth due to it’s lockdown fore directives. This group Ipob sought for an independent nation called Biafra for the Igbo .The disbelief in any political entity called Nigeria and their actions challenging  political sovereign of Nigeria hinders Development and growth due to insecurity, underinvestment, give Nigeria illegitimate status in the international system  and it’s indoctrination of the illegitimacy of Nigeria into citizens ,it’s activities fuelling distrust among citizens on the political sphere of Nigeria state. According to Amnesty International iin 2023 over 12k citizens have died showing the widespread discontent with the  Nigerian state. According to NOIPOLLS about 42 and more in the southwest and South East do not believe in the Nigerian state, They has also been series of rallies in the South West calling for fragmentation of Nigerian. Total cumulative of about over 71percent believe hat Nigeria shouldn’t have been amalgamated according the Afro barometer  independent analysis .North-South divide has causes Niger militancy which has resulted in 42billion of oil revenue between 2015-2023 confirming by NNpc this exacerbated  development efforts. This is as result of the favouritism towards Northern sphere of Nigeria enunciated by United Kingdom during colonial era. This favouritism sterms from indirect rule system during British colonial era on Nigeria, significant empowerment was given to the Northern emirs  while marginalization of southern elites and leaders. Fuel subsidy championed by United Kingdom imf loan conditionality which  1.5 billion dollars in value  stated by Reuters. Although Nigeria gained independence, The  1914 mineral act giving all minerals in Nigeria to British crown  this resulted to Shell Bp ģ of Nigeria oil till today, Which it also uses to influence Nigeria’s political decisions . Infrastructure and industrial decay Due to corruption looted funds which are stored in UK banks in collaboration due to economic interest of United Kingdom. In this regard, Anti-government separatist movements calling fragmentation of Nigeria has  escalated from 2015-2024 ,This is intricately caused  by perceived failure of The Nigerian state and its political government This has resulted in political fragmentation  reinforced  by United Kingdom. Already existing perceived margin which even sterms from United Kingdom colonial control over Nigeria’s arbitrary coalition of untangle d ethnic groups, As a result of these existing marginalization and hustle relations, Separatist movements emerged but gained  traction following 2016  election victory of president Muhammed Buhari which was a UK backed victory, Perceived as Anti-Igbo propelled by increasing mobility of IPOB  separatist for Igbo liberalization from Nigeria’s failure status ,It’s proscribed leader Kanu refers to Nigeria repeatedly as a failed state. The Niger-delta avengers separatist movements emerged as a result of grievance with the Nigeria’s state due to constant exploitation of it’s oil and degradation of it’s environment from oil spills enacted by the activities of British multi national corporations SHELL ,Demands resource control, This United Kingdom economic exploitation resulted in high recruitment for both IPOB and Niger Delta avengers separatist movements as a result of  worsened economic degradation caused by United Kingdom economic  exploitation and aid conditionality fuelling separatist movements. UK disguise as democratic promotion  through it’s FCDO known fully as Westminster  foundation for democracy funded Nigeria’s electoral process 2015,2019 and 2023 by providing substantial financial aid to purchase of equipment BIVAS machine and rah training of INEC officials maintain it’s economic influence through shell  ,2015-2024 elections although sponsored were market by electoral violence still UK observation missions applauded as free and fair elections eroding their efforts as just mere act of diplomatic cooperation for increased partnership. In part  of diplomatic gesture  military support through training and advisory support in curbing terrorist organisations such as boko haram to promote strong political legitimacy of Nigeria government This result in United Kingdom having significant influence on Nigeria’s political system seen removal of fuel subsidy in 2023 as an aid conditionality, This significantly affected Nigeria’s economy still a determinant for aid from them and their shows their influence Nigeria’s political system. Buhari administration entrenched by weak institutional enforcement and elite class hid most of their looted funds in United Kingdom. 
United Kingdom supposedly  advocates for the transparent in Nigeria government inorder to foster political progress and stability through aid contributions and prosecution of corruption politicians  such as James Ibori  former and Dennis Allison Madueke from the South prosecuted and indicted resulting to seizure of their properties over 500 million dollars in value,  However United Kingdom turned blind eye to northern politicians such that former Kano state Abdullah Ganduje  who  was found with evidence of bribery and corruption faced little UK-scrutiny due to favouritism for the North, which sterms from the colonial era which saw North with unlimited benefits, This reflects Oluwatosin Adeniyi observations that UK anti-corruption in Nigeria resembles neo-colonial justice a situation where interventions are directed by geopolitical interests.  This prioritization of indicating southern politicians reinforces perception of domination thereby Legitimacy of political grievances n as Dennis Allison Madueke was indicted he stated that this indicating was a result of his origin because of being a Southern. This perception of bias weakens public confidence in Nigeria as  unified institutions which creates North-South divide fostering narratives of Northern impunity and Southern persecution,  which corrupt elites adopts to mobilise support  through exponenting ideo of ethnic superiority which fathers causes clashes and lack of collaboration which highly dampers with Nigeria’s development efforts as Nigeria lacks political unity to foster growth. Northern elites dominating political power structure and insulated from accountability which distorts equitable governance. 
OUSE plays a role in influencing political stability of Nigeria  Chatham House serves as   double-Edged Sword of  Nigeria Political Legitimacy as  British influences. 
Chatham House, otherwise known as the Royal Institute of International symbolic validation which   bestows representation of a global seal of approval which leads to desalination of Nigeria’s  political preference .  Global approval as Nigerian politicians  engagement in.the chattam House to sought of seek approval  and  spread their ideology  which often counter domestic political preference over United Kingdom backed preference which is bad at it result s yo promotion of puppet governments as the West only supports candidates that align with their interest and influence which in turn  affects Nigeria’s development struggle.  Incapable politicians are elected due to their ideology aligns to British interests seen in the case of Tinubu,  Tinubu  St the time of 2023 was surrounded by Controversies  about his age and health but was loaded and supported,  Although chattam House is a neocolonial tool in selecting and pursuing political system of Nigeria, Due to high stake influence on Nigeria’s  politics, Prominent and fair politicians such as  Obi used the  platform  skillfully to highlight his credentials as a suitable candidate which resonated strongly to the youths. This clearly shows the overwhelming influence Britain has on Nigeria’s political system through  the chattam house which is used to shape perception  of ideologies of Nigerian politics , This serves as a coveted stamp of approval from a  a supposed  international jury which is the international system.  This domination in other words Neocolonialism   Nigerian politicians who run for office positions seek foreign validation as a symbol of approval over  accountability domestically Chatham House's influence on Nigerian politics, Chatham House  shapes  perceptions  ideologies of Nigerian politics. .  Which is seen in Nigerian politics seeking heavily on validation from Chatham House appearances  which results to  politicians formatting  ideas that  that suits UK narrative that sought their interests,  As a result this UK supports politicians such as  Tinubu who is intact business friendly with UK due to his controversial  data in possession of United Kingdom and its allies. Describing his 2023 election victory as a success but domestically in Nigeria was clearly played with irregularities. This  constant chattam House interference fosters voter aptly seen in 2019 and 2023 election process  as a result of  prioritizing of foreign audiences which is evidently accurate .  Buhari’s disaster of government 2015-2023 was intricately as a result of promotion by  United Kingdom,  As a result this Chatham House is viewed as  a stunt democrat  platform over Nigeria’s domestic platform while the viewed as a stunt democratic institute , while ironic chattam House operates in a monarchy nation.  This  Undermines  Nigeria’s institutions, Nigerian institute of Nigeria’s affairs receiving only 4 percent of federal research budget from 2015-2024 ,While politicians spend  significant sums on chattam House engagements. Prioritization of United Kingdom political decision seen in the miilitarization focused programs over resolving farmer’s herders conflicts  which disrupts development, contributed as a result of brain drain as citizens conflict riden state extends to aid conditionality and debt dependency.  United   Kingdom tied £1.2 billion in aid  from 2015-2024 to governance reforms and  anti-corruption measures, This aid conditionality applied  conditions that pushed  policies in their interests that odds Nigerian priorities.  United Kingdom threatened to cut aid unless Nigeria removes Same-Sex Marriage Prohibition Act of 2020 this faced  backlash and fuelled anti-LGBT violence this caused protests.  Nigeria’s huge external debt  $14.3 billion as of 2023 forced austerity measures like the 2023 fuel subsidy removal, This led to   rise in poverty rate and inflation. This resulted o distorted policy priorities that favoured supposed  macroeconomic goals over  grassroots small business  development  which stifles the innovation in Nigeria,  Due to it’s reliance on Western templates hindering Nigeria’s growth and development.  This is prompted by small elite  misappropriate corrupt practices fostered by United Kingdom , They claim to tackle corruption by seizure of properties of Nigerian politician such as Diezani Alison-Madueke ironically only 2 million out of the supposed 200 million were forfeited to Nigeria
The need to revitalize Nigeria’s local institutions that handles foreign relations especially with United Kingdom through employment of the Nigerian institute of  international affairs (NIIA)  to undergo in indigenous policy analysis and decision making. Which is effective rather than generalizing political solutions that are not effective, prioritizing home-grown  expertise to approaching relations with United Kingdom to foster progress and development 2015-2024. 
Nigerian  politics due to the overwhelming influence of chattam House on Nigeria’s political system 
Nigerian  politics due to the overwhelming influence of chattam House on Nigeria’s political system often leads to elections of fraudulent  and incapable politicians who often prompted into power  due to validation importance as a result of Chatham House influence, Even outstanding politicians such as Peter Obi are stapled into a difficult situation between national pride and international validation ,electoral positions determinant are based on  Chatham House engagements. This is due to Nigeria’s receiving of benefits from  United Kingdom and its allies Such as debt relief,  aid and investments  which prompts politicians to appear at UK Chatham House, pol8need to be international recognised which Chatham House provides. This prioritizing of external validation  undermines Nigeria’s sovereignty and self-determination,  Nigeria’s politics must navigate and prioritize domestic accountability over external validation. Chatham House hosts INEC officials the head of INEC as of 2023, Muhammad Yakubu 
Chatham House promotes the status and reputable legitimacy of Nigeria  political system through  engagement of Nigeria n politicians in articulating their ideologies in the Chatham House, This is a  system where external validation confers legitimacy to candidates instead of legitimacy and mandate being earned by genuine institutional strength and domestic support. Nigeria’s political structure  requires strong local grassroots engagement and institutions . United Kingdom if required should engage in diplomatic relations supporting  development of Nigeria by addressing issues that undermine structure of Nigerian Political system rather than dominance of Nigeria structure. CHATTAM HOUSE projects Nigeria image while causing inequalities.. Nigeria’s political stability  relies in strengthening local accountability and institutions rather than foreign influence. Chatham House is a double-edged sword meaning has both positive impacts as its activities enhances Nigeria’s status and reputation in the international system which attracts investment and aid , while having negative effects such as dominance of Nigeria political Post-2015 structure  by overreliance on external validation that undermine Nigeria’s sovereignty rather than building internal structure strength and stability. 
4.3 Impacts on Nigeria’s stability, growth and development 
Nigeria’s political structure has been unstable and unsuccessful, This hence has resulted in instability and inefficiency which affects Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 
Nigeria’s development being stifle d as of 2015-2024 due to   centralised governance federal system   which was adopted and maintenance as a result of British political influence was inefficient in steering growth and development. This federalism system was given a major  centralized power this limited state autonomy which resulted to  growth cost deficiency ,About over 8.6 billion dollars losstate elections violence instead of to input in economy for growth. 
Over 418 billion lost to corruption which was Complicity encouraged by United Kingdom  by hiding funds looted finds meant for development inputs, Instead this effects leads to various deindustrialization and  brain drain which  stunts Nigeria’s growth and development .Underinvestment in critical sectors such as industrialization, Health care and education this further estranges Nigeria’s development and growth even beyond 2015-2024 period, Health care degradation leads to  loss of lives and brain drain, This impacts Nigeria’s development as such that Nigeria’s specialist in all field meant to input in economy and welfare of Nigeria ,Either losses their lives or flees Nigeria for greener pastures, Which results to Nigeria lacking heavily in critical field just as engineering, medical and etc. This critical sectors serves a toot for long term development and constant systematic added growth ratio. This can been compressed with Nigeria situation. As a result of lack of adequate utilisation of all this specialist in all fields into Nigeria’s economy resulting to stunted growth and development from 2015-2024 and might potentially go beyond 2015-2024 period as  63 percent of Nigeria’s are multidimensionally poor. United Kingdom indirect Complicity corruption in Nigeria through collaboration with rotten elites has led to 70%  dismissed cases of high- profile corrupt cases, This has resulted to 
Erosion of state legitimacy leading to various separatist movements which stifles innovation, collective governance Cooperation,  investment both direct and foreign leading to lack of job opportunities increasing hardship, which as a result of terrorist status given to Nigeria as a country plagued with violent fraction such as IPOB ROUTS. The various endless disruption of economic activities in the sense of sit-at -home or die others which deter economy activities from engagements. Spray and constant declaration of sit-at-home and consistent Monday sit-at- home has led to loss of investments. Economic activities are not on balanced this plays a crucial part on stunting Nigeria’s development. As a result of bad governance caused by political complicity Led Nigeria to a state of atmospheric conjecture meaning lack of opportunities,, hardships on the rise and lack of stable system for innovation and growth,  This leads to Brain drain from 2015-2024 resulting to Nigeria specialist in various fields eloping to other states on the contrary many elope to United King for greener pastures. According to statistics elopement of fresh graduates skyrocketed from 2016 the start of inflation to 2024 as over 50% of graduates eloping as of 2024. Nigeria citizens being multi- dimensional poor as of 2023 about 63% of Nigerians being poor while child nutrition rose from 2015-2024 of about 45%. 




	Hypothesis 
	Evidence 
	Impacts

	Unequal trade relationship between Nigeria and United Kingdom has affected Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 
	Nigeria major supplier of raw materials (low value) which 86% oil  from 2015-2024 while United Kingdom provides High-Value commodities (refined petroleum) and other commodities to Nigeria 
-shell Bp is British owned which control Nigeria’s oil sector causing unbalanced trade relationship 
-Refines Nigeria oil with it’s alternative company STANLOW REFINERY which refines Nigeria’s oil
	-Nigeria continues to degrade instead of developing Nigeria GDP as of 2015-2024.Nigeria GDP in 2015 493 billion USD to 187 billion USD in 2024 .This clearly shows a decline in  Nigeria growth instead of growth and prosperity due lack of production capacity stunted by United Kingdom 
-Nigeria’s debt in 2015 was 12 trillion naira to 127.67trillion naira (approximately 92 billion USD) which is close to National GDP 127 billion USD. Nigeria is in a loophole which will significantly affect Nigeria In years to comes unless well manged but will significantly disrupt Nigeria’s growth ratio

	UK-Nigeria  relationship has affected Nigeria’s political stability 2015-2024 
	Nigeria as a member of the commonwealth (an association of former colonies of United Kingdom) this hereby gives leverage to United Kingdom having significant political partnership and influence n Nigeria 
-Nigeria political structure is an inherited structure framed by the British during colonial era
United Kingdom anti-corruption initiatives conditionality with Nigeria government facilitated by its influence mostly targeted at South politicians rather than all.
	-Nigeria’s political structure is in shambles various successions groups such as IPOB, oduduwa and arewa which have gained prominence post 2015 as a result of United Kingdom interference 
-This has contributed to undevelopnment and degrading state of Nigeria due to various violence, lockdowns and illicit activities such as terror spreading, killings that  resulted from this successionist movements which has caused Braindrain hindering development 
-This biased interference of United Kingdom has resulted on Disunity rather than cooperation leading lack of effective participation of all sections 





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary
 This study conceptualization of the thesis Western impact on Nigeria's outlined in chapter 1,specifically attributed to Nigeria as an African state setting tone for description the  impact of Western(Developed state)influence   on growth and overall development ,It describes comprehensively the effects of Western states on African states (The Nigerian experience)growth, development and stability, This part outlines the objectives and research topics that seek to understand extensively/deeper the effects of suppression of bigger powers (Developed states such as United Kingdom)  on lesser power states(Nigeria ) overall growth and development while articulating its stability, The second chapter examines the  body of research on how neo-colonialist factor's  affects lesser state growth and development, examining tools/mechanisms such as multi-cooperations  such as shell and aids leading debt dependency used to sterm Nigeria’s development by propagating their interests . Also highlighting the vulnabtites of lesser power states such as Nigeria to neocolonialism activities sterming their sovereignty to Western tricks. Furthermore in chapter 3,employed methods of research design and methodology using to theories to effectively analyse this, This rich Research  work main thesis of conclusion are outlined in chapter 4,examining thoroughly analysis of United Kingdom impact on Nigeria's growth and development, focusing on 2015-2024 dynamics effects of changes and effects of the encounter, This findings adequately demonstrates Nigeria’s growth ratio and stability and development. Thereby in this chapter 5,recommends policy’s and offer proposals to Lessing stemming of Nigeria’s growth by Western tricks dynamics and offers perspectives on guide for development.


5.2 Discussion of Findings 
1- In the field of examination of this research work thesis  found that Western impact on Africa’s states, resulted  that United Kingdom’s trade relationship being adequately tantamount to Nigeria’s growth . Thus exploitative relationship resulted to the stagnant growth and development, Trade dynamics between Nigeria and United Kingdom being imbalance evidently as Nigeria transacts low-value commodities while United Kingdom provides High-Value commodities added with upper price value. This disrupt Nigeria’s growth. The case being  further develops while Nigeria’s growth being structural dependent  on foreign aid of United Kingdom on the expense of  Nigeria’s t’s development being stagnated by the effects of this, Due to the exploitative relationship between the two countries furthermore on the expense of Nigeria United Kingdom uses the low valued goods refines  and send backs as high value preparing trade deficit, inflation and stagnating development aspects 
2- A Nation with a state political system being stable with strong institutions to govern the welfare of its internal affairs independently Fosters prosperity of growth and development. In discourse   Nigeria lacks in this aspects it’s political fractured causes it’s stunted growth and development. Nigeria’s  political fracture work is tied deeply to  colonial  structures set which can’t be reformed such borders drawn and  reinforced by United Kingdom through mechanisms such as loans, multinational corporations and Aid in form of promoting democracy. highlights that United Kingdom has indirectly disrupted the independent functioning of Nigeria on the basis of its interests which affects Nigeria’s growth and development 2015-2024 due to policies going without strong opposition from government otherwise known as puppet governments. This is achieved through provision of foreign aid, equipment  and influencing democratic system of Nigeria to emergency a leader with strong ally to them United Kingdom 


5.2 Conclusion
 United Kingdom and Nigeria  relationship from 2015 to 2024 has been characterized by enduring dominance. This has had enduring influence of Western bloc (United Kingdom) on  African states(Nigeria) . During 2015-2024 timeframe, United Kingdom has engaged immensely with Nigeria in various ways such that in  political diplomacy  and economic partnerships. These  interactions resulted to short-term  developmental progress, Eventually have  challenges which is tied to issues of unequal power dynamics, dependency and lingering challenges to development. United Kingdom is Nigeria’s largest  trade and investment partner in sectors such as oil and gas, financial services, and infrastructure development during 2015-2024. This relationship structured to support British interests, Which results to Nigeria’s export economy still dependant on one sector which is crude oil. Despite Nigeria’s efforts to diversify, Nigeria’s is  constrained by unfavorable trade deals, low value-added production, and stil over-dependence on foreign investment by Western corporations this limits Nigeria’s growth. United Kingdom and Nigeria political diplomacy played a dual role in supporting political structure such that in institutional reforms and democratic governance while maintaining structures that undermines Nigeria’s political stability .  This was done through instrument of Development aid and technical assistance in sponsorship of anti-corruption initiatives  conditionality attached to  this aid aligns with United Kingdom  priorities rather than Nigeria’s long-term developmental strategies.  This Western influence brought certain short-term  advancements, had caused structural imbalances that hinder Africa’s growth seen in the Nigeria’s experience. This underscores the importance for  equitable partnership that  prioritizes  fair trade, self-reliant governance and  local industrialization . African states(Nigeria) must leverage  strategically  global alliances while also  reducing dependency by  prioritizing policies that advance indigenous grown development. For sustainable growth for Nigeria (representing Africa states)  the path to its achievement lies in restructuring relationships dynamics based on balanced terms,  while also fostering intra-African collaboration in other to shape their  political and economic futures. 2015-2024 should informs on dynamics relationship that will ensure mutual benefit than continued  subordination of Africa to external influences.
5.3 Recommendations
1-Nigeria should endeavour in a spray way diversification of it’s economy in order to be  producer  that adds supplies high value commodities  in the international system to determine trade deficits and reduce over-reliance on foreign commodities which stagnates Nigeria’s growth and development  and restructure unfair trade policies between Nigeria and United Kingdom to boost Nigeria’s development 
2-Respect and integrity the principle of sovereignty to stipple any foreign influence that influences and control the affairs of Nigeria state in their favour on the expense of Nigeria’s development. By doing so Nigeria has full control of its affairs will foster collectivity and cooperation which will stabilize Nigeria’s political stability which inturn will foster Growth and development 
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