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ABSTRACT

This study examined the influence of mother tongue interference in learning of English language as a second language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State. Three research questions guided the study. Research methodology for the study was a descriptive survey. The research included all 1419 public senior secondary school (SS1) English language pupils. However, the study's sample size consisted of 150 respondents. This study's tool was a structured questionnaire. Three professionals verified the tool. The obtained data was evaluated using the mean score and standard deviation. The results showed that interference from the mother tongue affects secondary school pupils' written and spoken English. Another study demonstrates that pupils' mother tongue impedes their ability to learn English and communicate effectively in the classroom. The following suggestions were put forth: There should be adequate provision of facilities such as libraries with enough textbooks and teaching aids. There should be regular orientation courses organized by the ministry of education and the Rational Teacher institute where experts could come and educate these teachers on current methods of teaching English Language. There should be adequate and well ventilated classrooms with equipment to accommodate every student in the class.














CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the study
The purpose of education is to impart knowledge and skills. It also means helping people acquire new abilities and motivating them to think back on what they have learned. promoting education, or the formation of principles, convictions, routines, and skills, is the process of education. instruction, consists of two parts, according to Charles and Coombs (2019). He divided the two parts into input and output categories. He asserts that inputs include both people and material resources, while outputs are the objectives and outcomes of the educational process.
Teaching, training, conversation, storytelling, and focused study are examples of educational techniques. Although students may educate themselves, education usually occurs under the supervision of teachers. Education may occur in both formal and informal contexts, and it can be defined as any experience that shapes a person's thoughts, emotions, or behavior. 
Yemi (2019) asserts that the first language a person learns is their mother tongue, often referred to as their first language, native language, or vernacular. The individual is referred to as a native speaker of the language in accordance with this. According to Skiba (2020), the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, a mother language is a person's original speech, which is taught to children and passed down through generations.
    	However, Ashworth (2018) defines learning a second language in addition to one's original tongue. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, as was discussed before, defines a second language as one that is acquired and then adopted.
The impact of the learner's mother tongue on target language acquisition This is known as mother tongue interference. According to Oyetunde (2019), The language the learner is trying to acquire is known as the target language (L2). This also applies to "learning," since we form our conceptions of it based on our experiences in the past. Thus, for instance, "Learning" might be anything that happens in a classroom in a school or college. Learning may also include someone sitting by themselves at night and attempting to commit a lot of information to memory in order to pass an exam. But a little introspection will reveal that "learning" encompasses much more. Children learn a lot before they even enter school, for example, how to walk and talk. According to educational psychologists, "learning" is any action that causes us to alter our behavior.
   	Learning is the process of picking up new knowledge, skills, interests, behaviors, and convictions. In addition to humans, animals, and even robots, there is evidence that some plants are also capable of learning. There have been efforts to reinterpret learning in terms of products or functions. Domjan (2019), for instance, talks about learning as a long-lasting modification of behavior processes. Domjan (2019) examines how creatures adapt to their surroundings throughout the course of their lifetimes.
     	A language is an organized communication system. In its broadest definition, Language is a mode of communication that requires the usage of languages, especially human ones. a collection of terms and use conventions shared by members of the same country, community, geographic region, or cultural heritage. Language is also the use of arbitrary sounds in customary ways with conventional meanings to communicate by voice in a way that is uniquely human (Osisanya, 2020). However, every effort to define language has failed, demonstrating that it is a complicated human phenomena. In a nutshell, language is a "original noise" that people utilize in real-world social settings. English is a global language because language is fundamentally a set of conventional, spoken, or written symbols. Another common term for it is the second language. Since English is the official and native language of Britain, North America, and most British colonies, including Nigeria, it is our second language (Onike, 2020).
Since a person's mother tongue is their native speech, Nigeria has a large number of native languages. No matter where they are from in the nation, one's mother language has an impact on them. This influence gives others a unique interpretation of who the person is when speaking or interacting with one another (Nweke, 2019). Mother tongue portrays the identity of any in irrespective of how well or fluent the person speaks the English language. This has occurred as a result of English language instruction in schools across the nation. According to historical records, Nigeria is a linguistically complex nation, with over 300 spoken languages. Language as an impact tool tends to enhance communication and interaction, just as it's also a vital tool in the process of cultural transmission and its unique preservation (Nwachukwu, 2019).
The goal of this linguistic diversity is to encourage Nigerians to continue using English. Since English is one of the Nigerian languages listed by Ethnologic, it is impossible to overstate how widely used English is in Nigeria, a multilingual and multicultural nation. Having obstacles emanating due to the mother tongue interference while students are learning the second language and also the various difficulties in pronunciation of words while speaking or interacting with one another, proper placing of stress in words in a sentence and most importantly being able to pronounce sounds accurately (Morris, 2019).
In contrast to 38.81% and 36.57% in the 2017 and 2018 May/June exams, respectively, only 31.28% of applicants that participated in the May/June Senior Secondary School Examination had according to the findings, students received credits in five disciplines and higher, including math and English. by WAEC. There is still much to be done to encourage students to take English classes in schools, particularly in Enugu East English Language, even though the May/June 2017 results showed an increase in the pass rate, with 59.22% of candidates who took the test earning at least five credits, including English and Mathematics, compared to 52.97% in 2019. This suggests that better methods for learning English are required in order to lessen the impact of mother tongue on language acquisition (Okafor, 2019). 
       	Everybody uses sounds differently while speaking or interacting because of mother tongue influence (MTI). Therefore, before colonization, all of us spoke our native dialect. In many Nigerian schools, this has made it necessary to teach and acquire English, which has interfered with our home tongue. According to Ashworth (2018), a person's mother tongue, also known as her native language, is the language she learns in childhood and often utilizes as her main mode of communication and cognition. For this reason, the research looks at the influence of mother tongue interference in learning of English language as a second language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State.

Statement of the problem
A significant obstacle to students' effective English language learning is interruption from their home tongue. When learners unintentionally transfer linguistic elements from their home language to their target language—such as phonology, grammar, vocabulary, and syntax—they make mistakes and find it more difficult to communicate. Investigating the reason is required in light of the WAEC head examiner's findings on the poor performance of students on the spoken English language test in 2022 and 2023. Based on this presumption, the researcher has decided to examine the influence of mother tongue interference in learning of English language as a second language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State. 
Purpose of the Study
       	The main purpose of this study is to examine the influence of mother tongue interference in learning of English language as a second language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State. The research especially targets at:
i	determine the influence of parental mother tongue in teaching and learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State.
ii.	ascertain how mother tongue hinder effective communication among students in class in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State.
iii.	find out the possible measures that would improve teaching and learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State.


Research Questions
   The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:
1	What are the influence of parental mother tongue in learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State?
2.	In what ways does mother tongue hinder effective communication among students in class in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State?
3.	What are the possible measures that would improve learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State?
Significance of the Study
    	The finding of this study if published in an educational journal will be beneficial to the following students, teachers, curriculum planners, parents, future researcher and the society at large.
        	To the students, when published in a journal will help for a better understanding in areas like pronunciation, intonation, phonology, morphology, semantics etc while using English words. The only means of achieving this is through proper teaching and learning of the English language.
        	The findings when published will be of benefit to the teachers because it will help them to examine the problem emanating from the teaching and its process of teaching English language, also to help improve the methods in which teachers use in teaching English language. As a result, an English language instructor who employs effective teaching strategies will support his students' learning by encouraging rapid and creative thinking, which in turn will encourage spontaneity and enthusiasm.
         	Curriculum planners will benefit from the study by recommending necessary approaches for teaching English language.
         The findings will also be beneficial to stakeholders when published in journals.
         The study will also assist parents, future researchers, and society at large because, when instructors establish a successful teaching strategy and students learn efficiently, the information gained will have a good social impact. The grade of education will also rise as a result of students speaking and communicating in their mother language both at home and at work. Additionally, there will be a significant decrease in the mass failure of the English language.
Scope of the Study
          Geographically, the study delimits its scope to Enugu East Local Government Areas of Enugu State. 
          The content scope of the study is to find out the influence of parental mother tongue, how mother tongue hinder effective communication among students and possible measures that would improve teaching and learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State.
           The level scope of this study is SS1 senior secondary school students offering English. All this jointly make up the scope of this study under Enugu East Local Government of Enugu State, Nigeria.



CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
The review of relevant literature will be carried out under the following:
Conceptual framework
· English language concept
· The idea that mother tongues might interfere with learning
· The Value of Communicating in English
· Second-language interference
Theoretical Framework
· Cognitive Theory of Learning
Review of Empirical Studies
Summary of Literature Review
			Independent Variable			Dependent Variable
Reading in English
Comprehension 


Speaking in English
Pronunciation 
Learning of English Language 
Use of Mother Tongue 
Code Switching



Writing in English
Sentence 
Construction 
Essay writing 




Schematics Diagram showing Conceptual Framework of the Study 

Conceptual Framework
Concept of English Language
              Anglisc, the language of the Angles, one of three Germanic tribes who invaded England in the fifth century, is whence the word "English" originates. English is the primary language of many nations, including the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and many of its former colonies. The Philippines, Singapore, India, and other multilingual nations all utilize English as a second language.
             It is spoken in over 100 countries throughout the world and is the official language of several African countries, notably South Africa, Nigeria, and Liberia. When people from different countries meet when traveling, doing business, or in other contexts, it often acts as a uniting force. Children study it as a foreign language in schools all around the globe (Setati, 2020).
     	In a similar vein, Christine (2019) states in her book "The First Word," "The world's population speaks barely ten of the approximately 6,000 languages that exist today." Of these ten, English is the most prevalent. Because of American power's worldwide reach after World War II, English has grown even more widely used, having expanded over the world thanks to British colonization.
     	Originally spoken in early medieval England, it eventually developed into a universal language. The English name comes from the Angles, one of the Germanic tribes who settled in the territory of Great Britain that became known as England. Both names derive from Anglia, a Baltic Sea peninsula. Frisian and Los Saxon are closely related, and other Germanic languages, particularly Norse, a North Germanic language, and, to a lesser extent, Latin and French, have had a significant impact on its vocabulary (Asher, 2020).
     	English has the most speakers and is the third most spoken native language in the world, behind Spanish and Standard Chinese. It is the most popular second language to study since it is either the official language or one of the official languages of more than 60 different countries. Compared to native speakers, more people learned it as a second language. Anglophones are people who speak English. Although mutual intelligibility can occur at extreme ends of the dialect continuum, Variations in the phonetics, phonology, vocabulary, idioms, grammar, and spelling of English used in different countries and areas often do not make it difficult for speakers of other dialects to comprehend one another (Adebayo, 2021).
          	Similarly, Bethel and Boocok (2020) define English language education in Nigeria as teaching and studying a foreign language. He also asserted that. the English language education is a branch of applied linguistics. Carols (2020) based on his explanation says that without any form of doubt that the English language is actually a universal language. He also maintained that it is the world's second largest native language.He goes on to say that English is the official language of more than 50 nations and that English-speaking nations are thought to account for over 40% of global GDP. English is a worldwide language that is understood by academics and well-educated people everywhere since it is the language of pop music, movies, television, and computers. 
      	This universality has well-established and comprehensible reasons. English is considered the world's simplest natural language, according to Ifeayichukwu (2019). He continued by saying that learning, comprehending, and speaking English is quite simple. Garddener (2019) asserts that the English language encompasses more than just word meanings; it also involves the structure of the language, including how individuals use, store, and acquire words as well as the real relationships between words, sentences, and their categories (Graves, 2020).
Concept of Mother Tongue Interference 
     	Humans learn their mother language first by nature. The native language of the area where a person is born and raised is the mother tongue, while the mother tongue is the language that a child's parents speak to them. A person's mother tongue, also known as their native language, is an important part of their upbringing since it shapes how they see the world and relate with others (Bain, 2021). Despite this, newborns often replicate what they hear and observe. According to this hypothesis, children learn their mother tongue fast because they intently monitor their parents' every action, especially when they converse and try to communicate with one another. As a result, youngsters have an easier time learning new languages than adults (Ayodele, 2021).
Having a strong command of one's native language may also help to provide the groundwork for learning other languages. It is claimed that young toddlers may learn languages other than their mother tongue by transferring the distinct grammatical structures of one language to another. For example, a youngster who learns their mother tongue's grammar properly would be able to infer the correct meaning of words in other languages far more easily and stress-free (Bangbose, 2020). 
      	In Nigeria, for example, people from different parts of the country speak different mother tongues. As a result, many institutions and parents encourage children to acquire a second language so that they may speak with more people both within and outside of the nation without linguistic barriers. Even if someone is multilingual, they will feel more comfortable speaking in their mother tongue because of the familiarity it provides (Cohen, 2022).
It goes without saying that a person's mother language is a highly powerful instrument that aids in improving their learning abilities. Having conversations with their parents in their mother language helps the children improve their communication skills. For this reason, being able to communicate effectively tends to become crucial while engaging in class at the school or institutional level (Corder, 2020). Learning at school is critical for promoting the use of the mother tongue.
   	However, it will aid in the correct development of their vocabulary and its many notions when parents choose to spend a significant amount of quality time talking to their children in their original language for discussions and story-telling (Dulay, 2020). As a consequence, kids can easily learn and follow directions, which leads to exceptional academic achievement. However, since it is considered to be one's actual means of communication, the mother language continues to be an important part of one's life. People must constantly strive to retain their mother tongue at all costs in order to preserve the cultural fabric. Parents or other family members often teach their children their mother language. A newborn may express themselves and explore the environment in a number of different ways when they acquire a language (Bartoo, 2019).
The impact of the learner's mother tongue on the target language's learning, this is known as mother tongue interference. This word is used to describe a language that is used for certain communication purposes in a community but is not a mother tongue. It comes after the mother tongue or first language (L1). By this it means that the mother tongue continues to have its way throughout the English language instruction and learning process regardless of how fluent one is in the English language when communicating or interacting with one another (Gall, 2020).
Importance of English Language Communication
The English language serves as a global communication tool. Every day, people engage and communicate with one other using second language proficiency in English. The capacity to converse in English is essential for accessing a variety of resources. English is a widely accepted language, regardless of your profession or level of education (Ivoni, 2020). Because of its ability to communicate, it really dominates other languages. The English language is not as hard as many think it is. Beginning with the fundamentals, anybody may learn the language. If you are proficient in the language, you can learn a great deal. That is why over 50 countries have made English language her official language in order to enhance the growth of one another economically, socially, politically and otherwise. English makes it very much easier for people to communicate without having their own native languages to interfere (Ivoni, 2020). For instance, Nigeria as a country that has many native languages would have found it very difficult to communicate with one another if English was not made a second language. The English language is a two-way process, much like communication itself. When others are speaking, always listen to what they have to say to improve a productive and successful communication process.
Speaking and understanding English improves your chances of getting a better job since it is a requirement for all jobs. Being one of the most powerful languages, it allows you to accomplish things the way you want to (Kamano, 2020). You can better comprehend other languages if you know English. English is a combination of Latin, French, Viking, and Roman languages. Since English is a very flexible language, communicating in it is efficient. Its vocabulary and terminology are diverse. It improves your writing and reading abilities. You may use the power of language to write or read books. The primary benefit of speaking English is that it facilitates knowledge acquisition (Kamano, 2020).
English is presently the most extensively used business language, therefore competence in the language is required for prospective career prospects. English is the language of choice for a multinational workforce. In reality, English is the dominant language for cross-border commercial communication. The majority of multinational corporations anticipate that their staff will speak English (Kamisah, 2021). English communication is essential for professional and commercial purposes. Communicating in English gives you access to entertainment opportunities. If you talk and converse in English, you will not need subtitles or a translation to comprehend what you are saying. 
      	Communicating in English boosts your self-confidence. Numerous resources, including books, podcasts, and the internet, are available to help you learn the language. You may also improve your communication abilities by enrolling in an English-speaking course. English is the language of choice for a multinational workforce. In reality, English is the dominant language for cross-border commercial communication.
Interference of Second Language
     	The term "second language" describes a language that is not native to the learner. Although it is often acquired as a foreign language, it may also be a language spoken in the speaker's own country. A speaker's first language is not necessarily their dominant language, which is the one they use the most or feel most comfortable with. Additionally, the dominant language may be the second one. Krashen (2020) distinguished between learning and acquiring as part of his Monitor Theory. Krashen contends that although learning a language is a deliberate activity, language acquisition is a natural one.
The successful application of grammar by a second language learner is dependent on the availability of adequate vocabulary training. This is due to the fact that good word choice results in effective grammar usage, which explains why grammatically accurate yet unpopular remarks arise (Mertens, 2022). Students who receive decontextualized vocabulary instruction do not learn how to choose words for certain communication objectives in various circumstances. It is helpful to know that learning new words is rather easy, especially considering the significance of expanding one's vocabulary. Since second language learners do not necessarily need to grasp word meanings immediately, teaching words is easier than teaching grammar, particularly in lower-level courses (Mertens, 2022). The advantages of expanding one's vocabulary seem to materialize more rapidly since, in contrast to grammar, words alone may sometimes result in productive conversations. Teachers should arrange their vocabulary training with the objective of helping students remember words for longer periods of time and allowing them to utilize them in a variety of situations in order to elicit the benefits of vocabulary acquisition. Grammar instruction is important in the subject of teaching English. The foundation of the English language is grammar. Learning needs inductive authorization; it is not inherent. Grammar functions at the sentence level and regulates the syntax, or word order, that is proper in the language. Additionally, it controls the number and person of the subject and verb in sub sentences. If one wants to use the English language correctly and smoothly, one must build injunctive authority for grammatical norms, even if some pupils may approach grammar more analytically than others (Merritt, 2020). Students can adapt to social and cognitive processes when they collaborate in groups to communicate in their native language (L1). This allows children to connect and feel like themselves. For language learners, language transfer or translation is an unavoidable activity. When children are unable to activate their vocabulary, using their mother tongue (L1) helps them think more effectively and makes it easier for them to understand challenging material in the second language. Nwangi (2020) suggests that learners should study texts that need a greater level of competency in their first language before moving on to the second.
        	The deliberate process of acquiring a language other than one's first language (L1) is known as second language learning. The process must occur after the first language or languages have already been learned, and it is sometimes mistaken with bilingualism and multilingualism. Nevertheless, studying a second language might also mean learning the learner's third, fourth, fifth, and so on or so forth language. According to Krashen (2020), students who are highly motivated, confident, have a positive self-image, and experience less anxiety are more likely to succeed in learning a second language. Debilitating worry, poor self-esteem, and low motivation may all work together to create a brain block that stops the acquisition of intelligible data. Furthermore, it seems that Krashen (2020) emphasizes that classroom instruction does not result in fluent, native-like speaking.
This is important to the study since the investigator sought to determine if students whospoke in their home language faced consequences, while those who spoke English found rewards. Whether the penalty discouraged the pupils from speaking in their home language was another question the researcher sought to answer. Krashen (2020) asserts that studying language structure might have broad benefits and ideals that universities and high schools could choose to include into their language curricula. He contends, however, that teaching intricate details about the target language, creating norms, and analyzing irregularities are not all parts of language instruction. Only when students are engaged in the topic and the target language is used as a medium of education can grammar instruction lead to language acquisition (and competence). It might be implied that learning will be impeded and ultimately impact English instruction if students lack motivation to master the language in the setting of the study.
As a result, learning a second language requires rigorous grammar study, according to both educators and students, and instructors should be able to explain concepts in the target language (avoid Code Switching) so that students can comprehend. Put differently, the teacher's speech satisfies the criteria for intelligible input, and with the students' involvement, the classroom may create a conducive learning environment (Krashen, 2020). This is significant for this research because it examines if a language policy exists and the repercussions of breaking it. Therefore, by upholding the language policy, the instructor encourages students to take chances by making errors in their conversations and fixing them afterwards, which ultimately seeks to enhance English instruction.
Factors that Causes Interference in Learning of English Language
The study of English in Nigerian secondary schools should be thoroughly monitored. The reason being that this mother tongue Interference has caused lots of problems for future English scholars.  For instance, difficulties in pronunciation like a typical Anambra person who is an English teacher pronunciation "Rice" as "Lice", through this the students are misleads to the right information or message that was might to be passed across to the learners that are solely dependent on the teacher knowledge about what they had to offer (Njoroge, 2022). 
It's sad to say that these alterations in pronunciation have automatically changed the meaning of the whole item. With this we will tend to tag it towards the instructional materials that the teachers use during the course of teaching, if these materials are actually the right one. When it comes to effective classroom engagement and the teacher-student transmission of information, this is a critical problem because without effective instructional materials either visual or audiovisual like pictures, posters, charts and tape recorder etc having the right pronunciation of words will be difficult due to phonological interference (mother tongue) and the wrong information will be passed across (Ochieng, 2022). Unfortunately, many students pass through school without acquiring proper reading skills (Ene, 2017). English language is a fundamental subject which one must credit before gaining admission into any tertiary institution. As this subject is of high importance, it is on this note that quality instructional materials should be provided and as well be used efficiently by the teachers to promote a good learning experience but when such materials are not properly put in use, then the English department will be providing half-baked students which will also result to a very poor academic achievement (Odlin, 2021).
The following elements are interfering with English language instruction and learning:
1.	Grammatical Interference
This interference happens when first language components are gradually incorporated into second language use, including word order, article and pronoun usage, tense and mood, and more.
2.	Phonological interference 
Foreign accents may influence the second language via factors including stress, rhythm, intonation, and speech sounds.
3. 	Semantic and Syntactic Interference
A Comparison of Models of Working Memory in Sentence Comprehension. When readers misremember sentence components that are comparable to those needed for integrative processes, interference effects take place.
Possible Solutions to the Interference of mother tongue
Since they were in school, their native tongue has been interfering with their English language acquisition. Therefore, it is necessary to find a suitable solution in order to resolve the dilemma (Odlin, 2020). To avoid mother tongue intrusion, some recommendations include
(a) For consistent pronunciation, English language instruction should take place in a language lab.
(b). There should be recommendations for introspection and self-evaluation programs.
(c) Regular English-language events may include debates, seminars, verbalization competitions, JAM [Just a Minute] group discussions, etc.
(d) Students should get used to pronunciation and spelling.
(e) Encourage students to read more English-language literature on any subject and to pay close attention to BBC news on TV and discerningly spoken English CDs.
(f) The only goal of teaching English should be national intelligibility.
(g) Encourage them to turn their challenges in learning English into opportunities for growth.
(h) By transferring the kindred norms, Studying a second language should include teaching youngsters to utilize their native tongue.
(I) Constant sound practice is necessary.
Theoretical Framework
This research's theoretical foundation is based on cognitive psychologists' theories of learning. Behaviorist and information processing theories of learning gave rise to cognitive constructivism (Lowenthal & Muth, 2008).
      The cognitive learning process aims to map out the learning process so that we can think, understand, and remember what we have learnt, according to the cognitive theory of learning. It is easy to form a lifetime habit of continuous learning once you comprehend the fundamentals of cognitive learning. These strategies could improve your learning process and raise your chances of professional success. It makes it easier to connect new information with previously learned ideas and teaches you how to maximize the capacity of your brain, which improves memory and retention. While memory is the major focus of the typical classroom learning technique, cognitive learning emphasizes prior knowledge. It challenges you to think critically about the subject and relate it to past information to get a deeper understanding. As a consequence, cognitive learning is not only more successful than traditional study methods, but it also steadily improves your learning skills.
      	Accordingly, this research believes that in order to effectively teach and learn English, English language instructors should use the instructional resources that are now accessible.
Review of Empirical Studies
 Onike (2022) investigated how mother tongue interference affected Yoruba English language learners. The study's three main questions served as its direction. There were 570 respondents in the study's population. The study used a descriptive survey research approach. While mean and standard deviation was used for the analysis. As to the research, "a Yoruba-English bilingual emphasizes each syllable in his English utterances, such as cha 1ra 1cher instead of character or ma1ry instead of Mary." The focus on all syllables, a holdover from the Yoruba dialects, makes it hard to tell what element of an utterance a bilingual Yoruba-English speaker is attempting to accentuate at the intonation level.In reference to the syntactic and discourse problems of Yoruba English learners, he states, "The syntax of English and Yoruba language have recognized problem areas such as the nominal system (such as number, quantifiers, pronoun), gender, embedded structures relative pronouns, complements, and the expression of passives." He asserts that "the discourse level is more clear at the level of welcome." The Yoruba greeting style differs significantly from the English greeting style, for instance. Additionally, a bilingual Yoruba-English speaker translates the Yoruba greeting method into English. The system of greetings is also evident in the use of linguistic greetings rather than the informal ones that are typical of English conversation.
According to Emenanjo (2020), there is just one preposition in the Igbo language, /na/. When learning a language with a lot of prepositions, this one might be challenging for Igbo speakers. This is due to the fact that the English preposition /na/ may function as at least three distinct prepositions. For instance, as I was heading to the market to buy fabric, I heard the Igbo phrase "Oge m na eje ahia izu akwa, a huru im chioma" (English translation).
In a similar vein, Osisanya and Olumujiwa (2019) provide examples of interference that is typical among Yoruba English speakers. Her illustrations came from elementary school. The nominative and accusative cases of English do not inflict any nominal, save for pronouns. The majority of common nouns only exhibit inflection as they transition from singular to plural forms, as follows:
(a) “I see a man”
(b) “Men are kind”.
The use of the article with nouns in English and the appropriate inflected plural forms of nouns are the areas where primary school English learners struggle. Reading from these students' assignments often reveals aberrant statements like:
(a) “mans are kind” ‘Awon Okunrin ni aanu
(b) “mens are nice” ‘Awon Olurin dara’.
Anke (2019) also conducted study on the impact of mother language on English and discovered that mother tongue interference is the source of some elison mistakes. Consonant clusters are among them. The lack of consonant clusters in the majority of West African languages impairs English word pronunciation. Words like "look" for "looked" or "pack" for "packed" so seem commonplace. Certain languages, such as Yoruba or Ijaw, also add /h/ when none previously exists, as in /h gz/ meaning egg.
Williamson (2019) conducted extensive research on the challenges Igbo English language learners have while acquiring English phonemes. She points out that the vowels [e] and [ε] in the majority of Igbo dialects are allophones of a single phoneme. Because of this, the majority of Igbo speakers who often use [e] for the English diphthong /ei/ fail to discern between terms like "gate" and "got." Additionally, Igbo speakers find it difficult to pronounce the core vowels /Λ/, /:/, and / / since there are no comparable Igbo vowels.
Additionally, according to Adetugbo (2019), semantic interference arises when one imposes their native language on English and is unable to communicate English norms, culture, and ideas like native speakers do. He uses the phrases "sorry" and "well done" as examples to further clarify this notion. Nigerian English uses the word "sorry" to show compassion, such as when someone coughs. On the other hand, "well done" is a way to welcome somebody at work. "Sorry" in native English can convey a sense of regret or remorse (I am sorry for what I have done); "well done," according to Adetugbo (2019), is a high praise greeting in native English culture for someone who has excelled at something. Using these lexical items in British English would be incorrect and inappropriate.
Summary of Reviewed Literature
 	The central focus in this study as reviewed was concerned with the influence of mother tongue interference in learning of English language as a second language in secondary schools in Enugu East, Enugu State. The study received the following captions: 
     	Conceptual framework which explains the concept of English language, Concept of mother tongue interference in learning process, importance of English Language Communication, Interference of second language, Criteria for Effective Selection of Instructional Materials for teaching and learning of English language, Factors that cause interference in the teaching and learning of English language, possible Solutions to Mother tongue interference. In the reviewed work so far, none was carried out in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State which is the gap this study intends to fill.  










CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
The following subheadings cover this chapter: research design, study area, study population, sampling size and sampling techniques, data collection instrument, instrument validation, instrument reliability, data collection method, and data analysis method.
Research Design
The researcher's study design was a descriptive survey. The goal of descriptive survey design, according to Creswell (2019), is to describe and record what is present or the current state of presence or absence of the subject of the investigation without altering the cause of the occurrence. It creates a profile of what is rather than why. Because it is based on the opinions and viewpoints of the participants as well as the equipment that is accessible in the research region, it is deemed suitable for the investigation.
Area of the Study
Enugu State's Enugu East L.G.A. is the studied area. Nigeria's Enugu State has the Local Government Area known as Enugu East. Nkwo Nike serves as its headquarters. According to the National Population Commission, it is home to 279,089 people and occupies 383 km².
The area's postal code is 400. The people of Enugu East are well-known for their public service, teaching, and agricultural skills. There are ten (10) public secondary schools in Enugu East. Nsukka, Isi-Uzo, and Enugu North Local Government Areas all share a same border with Enugu State. Enugu serves as the capital of the seventeen local government units that make up Enugu state. 

Population of the Study
The population under investigation consists of 1419 individuals. The study's population consisted of all public senior secondary school (SS1) English language learners enrolled in public secondary schools in Enugu State's Enugu East Local Government Area (Statistical unit PPSMB Enugu Education Zone 2024/2025).
Sample and Sampling Techniques
150 SSI English language learners from the five chosen schools make up the sample size. The five schools were chosen using the purposeful sampling approach, and twenty (30) students were chosen at random from each of the five (5) secondary schools in Enugu East. This resulted in a total of 150 responses, which was the study's sample size.
Instrument for Data Collection
A structured questionnaire created from the research questions served as the tool for this study. It was split into two sections, the first of which focused on the respondents' biographical information and the second of which addressed the study subject under investigation. It had a four-point Likert rating system. Included in the rating scale are: 
Strongly Agree (SA) 	= 	4 points
Agree (A)                 = 	3 points
Disagree           	= 	2 points
Strongly Disagree 	= 	1 points
The questionnaire will be used to obtain information from the students who were directly concerned.
Validation of the Instrument
Three experts—two from the fields of arts and social science education and one from measurement and evaluation—validated the tool. These specialists were from Godfrey Okoye University Enugu. They were asked to critically examine the items in relation to the research questions included and offer necessary corrections.
Reliability of the Instrument
In order to assess the research's dependability, three secondary schools outside the study region in the Enugu South Local Government region underwent a test-retest procedure. The researcher after sharing out the questionnaire to the respondents to determine their responses at different occasions collected it from them. To ascertain the outcome between the two, the reliability coefficient was calculated using the collected data and Cronbach Alpha. This demonstrated that the two outcomes had a strong degree of connection.
Method of Data Collection
Questionnaires were administered to students in the five selected secondary schools in Enugu East local government area of Enugu state. The questionnaire was collected on the spot by the researcher.
Method of Data Analysis
We used the mean score and standard deviation to examine the gathered data. When Strongly Disagree (SD) receives a rating of 2, Agree (A) receives a rating of 3, and Disagree receives a rating of 1. Then 4 + 3 + 2 + 1 = 10 divided by 4 scales is 2.50. Items with a mean rating of 2.50 or above were considered acceptable, while those with a mean rating of less than 2.50 were considered rejected.
CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION OF DATA AND RESULTS
In addition to providing responses to the study questions in the table below, this chapter summarizes and analyzes the findings from the data gathered from the questionnaires.
Research Question 1: What impact does parental mother tongue have on English language instruction in secondary schools in Enugu State's Enugu East Local Government Area?
Table 1: Respondents responses on the influence of parental mother tongue in learning of English language in secondary schools
	S/N
	STATEMENT / ITEM
	MEAN
   (X)
	STD
	DECISION

	1.
	The mother language of the parents affects how the kids read and speak English.
	3.1
	0.8
	Accepted

	2.
	If teachers explain certain topics in the subject matter in English rather than their parents' native tongue, it might have a significant impact on the students.
	2.8
	0.77
	Accepted 

	3.
	Permission to teach in the native tongue of the parents has an impact on other languages, particularly English.
	3.3
	0.87
	Accepted

	4.
	Without using the mother language of their parents, students can adjust to the teaching and learning environment.
	3.2
	0.85
	Accepted

	5.
	For learners using their mother tongue, the English language's syntactic patterns and structures provide significant challenges.
	3.1
	0.8
	Accepted

	
	Grand Mean
	3.1
	0.8
	



Table 1 above shows that responses to items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 had mean scores of 3.1, 2.8 3.3, 3.2, and 3.1 and standard deviations of 0.8, 0.77, 0.87, 0.85, and 0.8, respectively. These scores were above the cutoff point of 2.5 and were thus consistent with the statement of the influence of parental mother tongue in English language learning in secondary schools in the Enugu East local government area of Enugu state.
Research Question 2:  How can mother tongue make it more difficult for kids to communicate effectively in the classroom?
Table 2: Respondents responses on ways does mother tongue hinder effective communication among students in class	
	S/N
	STATEMENT / ITEM
	MEAN
    (X)
	STD
	DECISION

	1.
	It leads to wrong pronunciation of words.
	 3.2
	0.85
	Accepted

	2.
	It could make students feel ashamed while reading passages.
	3.1
	0.8
	Accepted 

	3.
	Difficulties in sentence making.
	3.12
	0.81
	Accepted

	4.
	It creates a feeling of inferiority complex among students.
	2.9
	0.78
	Accepted

	5.
	Always show interest in other people’s opinion when they speak in order to enhance an effective and efficient communication process.
	3.1
	0.8
	Accepted 

	
	Grand Mean 
	3.08
	0.79
	



With mean scores of 3.2, 3.1, 3.12, 2.9, and 3.1 and standard deviations of 0.85, 0.8, 0.81, 0.78, and 0.8, table 2 above shows that responses from 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 were above the cutoff point of 2.5 and were thus accepted with the statement on how mother tongues impede effective communication among students in class in Enugu East local government area of Enugu State.
Research Question 3: What are the possible measures that would improve learning of English language in secondary schools?
Table 3: Respondents responses on the possible measures that would improve learning of English language in secondary schools
	S/N
	STATEMENT/ ITEM
	MEAN
    (X)
	STD
	DECISION

	1.
	English language should be taught in the language lab for congruous pronunciations.
	3.22
	0.86
	Accepted

	2.
	Learners should be familiarized with spellings and pronunciations.
	2.7
	0.70
	Accepted

	3.
	Constant practice should be given in sounds to students.
	2.7
	0.70
	Accepted

	4.
	Make them convert their difficulties in learning English into challenging opportunities.
	2.9
	0.77
	Accepted

	5.
	English should be taught only aimed at national intelligibility.
	2.7
	0.70
	Accepted

	
	Grand Mean 
	2.8
	0.71
	



With mean scores of 3.22, 2.7, 2.7, 2.9, and 2.7 and standard deviations of 0.86, 0.70, 0.70, 0.77, and 0.70, it is evident from table 3 above that responses from items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 were above the cutoff point of 2.5 and thus support the statement regarding potential actions to enhance English language instruction in secondary schools in the Enugu East local government area of Enugu state.



CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUMMARY OF THE STUDY
This chapter discussed the results and made inferences from the study's findings. It also discussed the study's educational implications and offered suggestions for more research.
Discussion of Findings
Influence of parental mother tongue in learning of English language in secondary schools
Research question 1's results show that responses to items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 with mean scores of 3.1, 2.8 3.3, 3.2, and 3.1 and standard deviations of 0.8, 0.77, 0.87, 0.85, and 0.8 respectively were above the cutoff point of 2.5 and thus concurred with the statement of the role of parental mother tongue in English language acquisition in secondary schools in Enugu East local government area of Enugu state. The results, according to Bain (2021), showed that a person's mother tongue, or native language, is a crucial component of their upbringing as it influences how they see the world and communicate with others. Despite this, babies often mimic what they hear or see. Infants are reportedly quick learners because they mimic their parents' speech patterns while closely monitoring every element of their interactions, particularly when they are speaking to one other. For this reason, children find it more simpler to pick up new languages throughout their formative years than adults do (Ayodele, 2021).


Ways mother tongue hinder effective communication among students in class
With mean scores of 3.2, 3.1, 3.12, 2.9, and 3.1 and standard deviations of 0.85, 0.8, 0.81, 0.78, and 0.8, responses from 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 to research question 2 were above the cutoff point of 2.5 and thus supported the claim that mother tongue impedes effective communication among students in the Enugu East local government area of Enugu State. This result is in line with Njoroge's (2022) assertion that a comprehensive analysis of English language instruction in Nigerian secondary schools is necessary due to the substantial damage that mother tongue interference has brought to future English students. For example, if a typical Anambra person who is an English teacher pronounces "Rice" as "Lice," the students are misled to the correct information or message that was to be passed on to the learners, who are solely reliant on the teachers' knowledge of what they have to say.
Possible measures that would improve learning of English language in secondary schools
With mean scores of 3.22, 2.7, 2.7, 2.9, and 2.7 and standard deviations of 0.86, 0.70, 0.70, 0.77, and 0.70, the responses to items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 in research question 3 exceeded the cutoff point of 2.5 and thus concur with the statement on potential measures that would enhance English language learning in secondary schools in Enugu state's Enugu East local government area. Teaching English in a language lab to ensure consistent pronunciation is one way to prevent mother tongue effect, according to Odlin (2020). There will be recommendations for programs that include self-study and self-evaluation. Students should be able to pronounce and spell words correctly. Encourage pupils to read more English-language literature on any topic and to pay special attention to BBC news on TV and differentiated spoken English CDs.
Conclusion 
Mother tongue interference has an impact on spoken English use, according to the statistics. adversely therefore all hands should be on deck to teach students well so that they will overcome the problems of interruption from one's native tongue while learning English. This will significantly boost the study of English in schools. Interest permits memorization while lack of it leads to cramming. Therefore, if there is a need for proper learning, interest must be cultivated.
The analysis also proved that English Language is relevant to everyday life. The language is used for education, likewise English language is used for education, business, commerce, government and most other ventures and as such its relevance should not be over emphasized. 
Educational Implications
The study's findings demonstrated that mother tongue interference influences secondary school pupils' written and spoken English language skills. Another research indicates that mother tongue interferes with efficient classroom communication and English language proficiency. The result also shows that a proper workshop and seminar for English teachers will improve Teaching and studying English in secondary schools. And pupils should be encouraged to keep their own teaching materials because it is useful and it will help them to improve their understanding of the English Language.
Recommendations
The study's results led to the following recommendations:
1. There should be adequate provision of facilities such as libraries with enough textbooks and teaching aids.
2. There should be regular orientation courses organized by the ministry of education and the Rational Teacher institute where experts could come and educate these teachers on current methods of teaching English Language.
3. There should be adequate and well ventilated classrooms with equipment to accommodate every student in the class.
Limitation of the Study
In carrying out this research, certain difficulties confronted the researchers and proved the impediments in carrying out the research in full detail covering a wide area. The researcher also found it difficult to get the students' audience during the interview. Time was also another limiting factor since the time for completion and submission of the study is extremely short, the researcher decided to limit it to an area to cover within the time schedule.
Suggestions for Further Research
In the course of the study, the researcher therefore made the following suggestions for further research:
1. The influence of government policies on senior secondary school English language instruction and learning.
2. The influence of environmental upbringing as a hindrance to learning English.
3. How parents' attitudes about their children education influence English language instruction and learning.
Summary of the Study
They investigated the influence of mother language. interfering with secondary schools' English language instruction in the Enugu East local government region, the researcher discovered that instructors do not have enough teaching resources, and what they do have is not effectively put to use. Also some of the teachers’ lacks the skill to use the appropriate method while teaching the students, both students and teachers needs to learn how to control this mother tongue Interference while having a conversation with one another by having a self tutorial and listening to audios and videos to learn properly like in words pronunciations and sentence making.
           Government should make an effort to equip school libraries with enough and good teaching materials in schools, and they should make sure that every school has a school library. The school principals should monitor or supervise class teachers whether they are using the teaching materials when teaching English Language and teachers should use the teaching aids according to scheme.
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APPENDIX B
QUESTIONNAIRE
Section A
Category of School: Day School	      Boarding School            Day and Boarding School
Gender:	Male		Female
Class (Students):	SS1              SSII               SSIII
Age (Students): 12-13yrs                14-15yrs               16-17yrs                15yrs and above
Teaching Qualification (Teachers): NCE              B.ED              M.ED            OND        
				        B.A/B.Sc                 MA/M.Sc              PGDE                 Ph.D                                                                                                                     
Teaching Experience (Teachers) 0-5              6-10yrs                11yrs and above
SECTI ON B:
Instruction: please tick (√) to indicate your extent of agreement with each of the following statement by ticking in the appropriate column on your right. There are four response options viz:  
Strong Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD)

Research Question 1: What are the influence of parental mother tongue in teaching and learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State?

	S/N
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Parental mother tongue alters the way students read and speak English.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Student could be greatly affected if they use English language to explain some concepts in the subject itself and not in their parental mother tongue.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Permission to parental mother tongue in teaching  affect other languages especially in English language.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Student can adapt to the teaching and learning environment without the use of parental mother tongue.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	The syntactic pattern and structures of English language pose a great difficulty to learner using parental mother tongue.
	
	
	
	


Research Question 2:  In what ways does mother tongue hinder effective communication among students in class in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State?
	S/N
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	It leads to wrong pronunciation of words.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	It could make students feel ashamed while reading of passages.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Difficulties in sentence making.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	It creates a feeling of inferiority complex among students.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Always show interest in other people’s opinion when they speak in other to enhance an effective and efficient communication process.
	
	
	
	















Research Question 3: What are the possible measures that would improve learning of English language in secondary schools in Enugu East Local Government Area of Enugu State?
	S/N
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	English language should be taught in the language lab for congruous pronunciations.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Learners should be familiarized with spellings and pronunciations.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Constant practice should be given in sounds to students.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Make them to convert their difficulties in learning English into challenging opportunities.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	English should be taught only aimed at national intelligibility.
	
	
	
	

	6
	English language teachers should attend regular workshops.
	
	
	
	





 


