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ABSTRACT
The proliferation of fake news in conflict-sensitive areas is a common occurrence on digital media space. Through this research, the researcher tries to understand how online fake news on the activities of Fulani herdsmen influences insecurity in Enugu Metropolis. The findings of the study also reveals that the news report online contribute to the fear and behavioural change on the part of the people, as 71% of the respondent said that they now take additional security measures after reading or watching contents online. The study adopted a descriptive survey design where information was gathered by the administration of a structured questionnaire on 271 respondents who were sampled through the multistage sampling technique. The results shows that 90% of the respondents are frequently exposed to online news on the Fulani herdsmen. The study recommend that media literary, ethical reporting and fact-checking should be used to fight against fake news. Moreover, personal experience, tone of the reports and the credibility of the source were found as significant sources of influences on reactions. The research establishes that misinformation creates social tension and public anxiety, even in cases where the information provided is unverified. These measures are important to mitigate the panic and enhance confidence in order to curb any further spiraling of insecurity in the metropolis.
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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
The rise of digital communication has dramatically reshaped the way information is produced, shared, and consumed, particularly in Nigeria where internet penetration continues to expand rapidly (Johnson, 2022). While this development has enhanced the speed of communication and democratized access to information, it has also opened the floodgates for unverified content, misinformation, and fake news. One of the major areas where this digital misinformation has taken root is in narratives surrounding Fulani herdsmen, especially as they relate to insecurity in the southeastern parts of Nigeria. Fake news portraying Fulani herders as violent, invasive, and criminally minded actors has become commonplace across various social media platforms, news blogs, and WhatsApp groups (Smith, 2022). These exaggerated or entirely false stories have contributed to the growing fear, mistrust, and tension among different ethnic groups, particularly in locations like Enugu, where there is a rising perception of the Fulani as a threat to peace and communal harmony.
The spread of such fake news is not random; it is often targeted and emotionally charged, aimed at eliciting fear and resentment. Online posts and videos alleging that Fulani herders have taken over farmlands, raped women, or massacred villagers circulate widely and quickly go viral, often without any form of fact-checking or verification (Brown, 2023). These narratives are usually accompanied by manipulated images or videos taken from unrelated events or regions, presented in a way that supports the agenda of portraying the Fulani as enemies of the state. In many cases, such content is published by anonymous accounts or partisan actors who stand to benefit politically or socially from public unrest (Williams, 2022). As these stories spread online, they influence public sentiment offline and have real-world consequences including the mobilization of vigilante groups, increased ethnic profiling, and retaliatory violence. The resulting climate of fear and hostility contributes significantly to the rising insecurity in Enugu metropolis and its environs.
One recent example that illustrates this dangerous intersection of fake news and insecurity is the Uromi-Fulani clash, which garnered massive attention on social media platforms. Although Uromi is in Edo State, the viral nature of the misinformation spread during the conflict extended its influence across southeastern Nigeria, including Enugu. False claims about Fulani militants attacking communities and taking over lands were widely circulated, fueling panic in neighboring states and influencing public opinion against Fulani settlers, even where no actual incidents occurred (Adewale, 2023). The ripple effect of this fake news led to increased communal suspicion and a general atmosphere of insecurity, particularly among farming communities. Farmers in Enugu, for instance, reported abandoning their lands due to fear of possible attacks, not based on actual encounters but on the threatening content they had consumed online (Ogunlade, 2022).
Fake news surrounding Fulani herdsmen often thrives on stereotypes and historical grievances. For decades, the farmer-herder conflict in Nigeria has centered on land use, climate migration, and ethnic misunderstandings. However, what has changed in recent years is the role that online platforms now play in escalating these tensions. Reports of Fulani herders grazing on farmlands and damaging crops are often legitimate grievances, but when such events are distorted online and framed as part of a coordinated invasion or ethnic cleansing agenda, they fuel unnecessary animosity and insecurity (Fadare, 2022). In many cases, the narratives go beyond what happened to focus on “what could happen,” creating an atmosphere of looming danger and encouraging preemptive hostility. Community youth groups, sometimes misinformed by viral content, may take the law into their own hands, leading to avoidable violence and property damage.
Additionally, the absence of stringent regulation or efficient fact-checking mechanisms in Nigeria’s digital space has made it easy for anyone with internet access to become a source of information, regardless of credibility. According to Omololu (2022), the lack of media literacy among the rural and even semi-urban populace in states like Enugu means that many consumers of information cannot distinguish between factual reporting and fabricated content. Social media platforms, especially Facebook, YouTube, and WhatsApp, remain the primary sources of news for many Nigerians, making them fertile grounds for the circulation of falsehoods. Furthermore, because the stories are often emotional and play on existing fears and prejudices, they are more likely to be believed and shared, thus amplifying their reach and impact (Sarr, 2023). These dynamics have contributed to an uptick in ethnic profiling, arbitrary arrests, and community vigilantism all of which disrupt social cohesion and endanger national security.
Enugu State, which was once considered one of the more peaceful states in the Southeast, has increasingly faced security challenges rooted in these types of online disinformation. While genuine cases of criminal activity involving herders may exist, the difficulty lies in discerning truth from falsehood in a sea of digital misinformation. The consequences of taking unverified stories at face value are grave: tensions between indigenous communities and pastoral settlers intensify, law enforcement agencies become overwhelmed, and the general sense of fear leads to economic and social disruption, especially in agriculture-dependent communities (Tapsoba, 2022). The fear of going to farms has affected food production, and mistrust among ethnic groups has widened, all worsened by digital narratives that lack verification.
The growing concern over online fake news about Fulani herdsmen is not just a matter of media distortion but a serious threat to peace and security in Enugu metropolis. These fabricated narratives, often circulated through social media platforms and online blogs, are shaping public opinion, inflaming ethnic tensions, and contributing to an atmosphere of fear and mistrust (Ibrahim, 2022). As misinformation spreads unchecked, it not only alters how people perceive the Fulani community but also influences how communities react to perceived threats, often with hostility and violence (Okoroafor, 2023). In a state like Enugu, where peaceful coexistence among diverse groups is essential for development, the unchecked spread of false information online undermines efforts at conflict resolution and social harmony (Nwachukwu, 2022). 
1.2 Statement of the Problem 
The rapid growth of digital media platforms has transformed how Nigerians consume news, especially in conflict-prone areas. In recent years, Enugu metropolis has witnessed a surge in the spread of online fake news, particularly narratives falsely attributing acts of violence, farm invasions, and criminal activities to Fulani herdsmen. These unverified and often sensationalized reports circulate widely across WhatsApp groups, Facebook, Twitter (now X), and local blogs, reaching thousands within minutes (Ibrahim, 2022). As these stories spread, they stoke fear, resentment, and mistrust among the indigenes, further exacerbating existing tensions between Fulani pastoralists and local farming communities.
Many of these online reports lack verification, present distorted facts, and sometimes include doctored images or videos, yet they are often accepted as truth by the general public. This widespread belief fuels retaliatory sentiments, community mobilizations, and in some cases, violent confrontations against perceived Fulani settlements (Nwachukwu, 2022). The recurring circulation of such fake news has contributed to increased hostilities, displacement of pastoral families, and breakdowns in interethnic relations, worsening the already fragile security situation in rural and peri-urban communities of Enugu metropolis. Additionally, real issues such as destruction of farmlands by roaming cattle are often inflated online with exaggerated details that may not reflect the actual scale of events, leading to panic and further division (Okoroafor, 2023).
Despite the dangerous implications of such misinformation, there has been little scholarly attention paid to how online fake news contributes to insecurity in Enugu metropolis. Most discussions focus broadly on ethnic conflict or general insecurity, with limited focus on the digital dimensions of misinformation and its psychological and communal consequences. Furthermore, there is a gap in empirical research that investigates how fake news specifically influences the attitudes and security behavior of local residents, security agencies, and even policymakers in the state.
This study, therefore, sought to critically examine the influence of online fake news targeting Fulani herdsmen on the growing insecurity in Enugu metropolis. It will explore the nature and content of the fake news being circulated, identify the channels through which these messages spread, and analyze how such misinformation shapes public perception, incites conflict, and undermines peace-building efforts. By focusing on the intersection between online information disorder and local insecurity, this research aims to contribute to the discourse on digital media ethics, social cohesion, and community safety in Nigeria.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The main aim of the study is to examine the influence of online fake News on Fulani herdsmen activities on insecurity in Enugu metropolis.
The specific objectives of this study were to:
1. Ascertain the extent to which residents of Enugu metropolis are exposed to fake news about Fulani herdsmen activities online.
2. Determine the perception of residents in Enugu metropolis towards online reports on Fulani herdsmen activities.
3. Examine the extent to which online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities influence insecurity in Enugu metropolis.
4. Identify the factors that influence residents' reactions to online news reports on Fulani herdsmen activities.
1.4 Research Questions
1. To what extent are residents of Enugu metropolis exposed to online fake news about Fulani herdsmen activities?
2. What is the perception of residents in Enugu metropolis towards online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities?
3. How do online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities influence insecurity in Enugu metropolis?
4. What factors contribute to the way residents react to online news about Fulani herdsmen activities?
1.5 Scope of the Study
This study focuses on assessing the influence of online fake news about Fulani herdsmen on insecurity in Enugu metropolis. It centers on how misleading or false digital content circulated through platforms such as WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter (X), blogs, and online forums affects public perception, heightens ethnic tensions, and contributes to real-life insecurity.
The geographical scope covers selected communities in Enugu metropolis which is made up of three Local Government Areas namely: Enugu-East, Enugu-South and Enugu North. In addition, the research will examine the credibility of these reports and propose strategies for combating misinformation and fostering peace through responsible digital communication.
1.6 Significance of the Study
This study is significant as it provides critical insights into how online fake news narratives about Fulani herdsmen contribute to insecurity in Enugu metropolis. The findings will be valuable to a range of stakeholders, including security agencies, government policymakers, community leaders, media practitioners, researchers, and social advocacy groups.
For Security Agencies and Government Bodies: The study will provide data-driven insights into how false digital narratives heighten tensions and insecurity, helping them devise proactive strategies to curb the spread of harmful misinformation and strengthen local security frameworks.
For Policymakers: It will underscore the urgent need to incorporate digital media monitoring and regulation into national and state-level security strategies. The findings may inform the development of counter-misinformation campaigns and legislation aimed at promoting responsible online communication.
For Community Leaders and Citizens: The research will help promote awareness of how misinformation can inflame ethnic tensions and mistrust. Community leaders can use the insights to foster dialogue, promote peaceful coexistence, and educate residents on verifying digital information before reacting to it.
For Media Practitioners: The study will serve as a guide on the dangers of unverified reporting and the ethical responsibility of news outlets in shaping public opinion. It will encourage the practice of responsible journalism, particularly in conflict-sensitive reporting.
For Researchers and Academics: The study will add to the growing body of work on the intersection of fake news, ethnic conflict, and digital media in Nigeria. It will serve as a foundation for further academic research into media-induced insecurity and interethnic relations in the digital era.
For NGOs and Social Advocates: This research will provide context-specific knowledge to design interventions and awareness campaigns that counter fake news, reduce intergroup tensions, and promote peacebuilding, especially in conflict-prone communities.
1.7 Operational Definition of Terms
Enugu Metropolis: The urban center of Enugu, located in southeastern Nigeria, serving as the geographical focus of this study particularly areas that have experienced unrest allegedly linked to Fulani herdsmen or been affected by online misinformation.
Fake News: False, misleading, or exaggerated information deliberately spread online to misinform, provoke fear, or incite violence, often through social media or unregulated digital platforms.
Fulani Herdsmen: Pastoralist groups of Fulani ethnic origin often involved in cattle rearing across Nigeria; frequently misrepresented or stereotyped in online narratives related to rural conflicts and insecurity.
Influence: The effect or impact that online fake news about Fulani herdsmen has on public perception, social tensions, and security conditions in Enugu metropolis.
Insecurity: A state of fear, unrest, or threat resulting from perceived or real dangers including violence, ethnic clashes, or displacement, triggered or worsened by the spread of fake news.
Online Platforms: Digital media channels such as Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter (X), blogs, and forums where information both accurate and false is shared and consumed by the public.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction 
This chapter provides an in-depth analysis of relevant literature, setting the foundation for the research by examining existing theoretical frameworks, concepts, and empirical evidence. By reviewing the contributions of various scholars, institutions, and experts, this section aims to contextualize the study and support its conclusions with credible, well-established knowledge. According to Creswell (2014), a literature review plays an essential role in identifying research gaps, refining the study’s scope, and guiding the research design by integrating previous studies and theoretical approaches. This process not only enhances the rigor of the study but also ensures its findings are anchored in the broader academic discourse.
2.1 Conceptual Review
2.1.1 Understanding Fake News in the Digital Era
The concept of fake news was not well-defined within the 21st century previously, however, the ongoing events and discussions about sociopolitical communication, media interactions, and novel realities have promoted this notion to a central part of discussing the current issues of media relations. Simply, fake news is misleading or contrived information presented under the guise of a trusted news story, that is intended to deceive audiences, or can be used in a goal-oriented way (ideologically, politically or even financially) (Friggeri et al., 2014; Adeeb & Mirhoseini, 2023). False information has always existed, but the digital age has greatly enhanced both the process of its creation and spread of this information, turning it into a strong tool that could influence the development of a certain state of affairs in society and provoke social discontent.
One of the features of fake news in the digital age is that it can go viral, in other words, be quickly diffused on a number of platforms, especially social media. Researchers propose that mock news travels much quicker, farther, and further compared to factual news, and this is mainly on Twitter and other interactive sites (Vosoughi, Roy, and Aral, 2018). This is mainly fuelled by the algorithmic processes, which focus more on engagement than accuracy and would prefer sensational or otherwise emotive content that has potential to cause user interaction (Adeeb & Mirhoseini, 2023).
The condition in Nigeria is worst. The online media environment is also becoming overwhelmed with unverified narratives, rumoring and photoshopped photos or videos which can easily spread without being authenticated (Onigbinde et al., 2024). According to Odey et al. (2024), social media has gained the reputation of being the “biggest platform” of fake news in the Nigerian news cycle where WhatsApp, Facebook, and Twitter have been on the forefront. Misinformation is increased through the ease with which users can forward the messages, posts, or commenting on the issue, with the youth portions of the population being the demographic that makes up the majority of Nigerian network users.
Appealing to the emotional side of people is an important part of the success of fake news. Researchers have demonstrated that a person is most willing to believe and share the news that causes intensive emotions fear, anger, or outrage (no matter how true it might be) (Vosoughi et al., 2018). Fake news developers take advantage of this mental aspect and construct material in a manner that leads to an extreme emotional appeal. In Nigeria, this is usually done by playing on ethnic, religious or political emotions (Ajaebgu et al., 2022).
In addition, another such factor is the so-called information bubbles and echo chambers on Internet social networks, which may facilitate the strengthening of incorrect beliefs. When these users repeatedly get to see the same format of information, in particular from similar peers or communities, they become more prone to this information as reality (Adeeb & Mirhoseini, 2023). It gives rise to confirmation bias, when people refuse to accept the opinions or facts that do not support their prior beliefs and attract them to false information even more.
The second risk of digital fake news that could be worse than the first, is that the news can destabilize peace/security in the society. Fake news has in most cases been directly linked to mob violence, ethnic conflict and communal unrest (Ibrahim, 2022; Brown, 2023). An example was to the unsubstantiated videos or pictures of allegedly expounded on Fulani herdsmen situations, which ignited counteroffensive attacks in several parts of Nigeria. According to Brown (2023), the rural community, which has the lowest level of media literacy and a much lower one of digital literacy, is not trying to question the misinformation and simply consumes it as fact.
This is especially an issue of concern in Enugu Metropolis, which is the region that has experienced increased level of insecurity over the last few years. The metro population in Enugu (Macrotrends, n.d.) has been measured at a figure above 621,000, and relies on social media to receive news and information with greater reliance. The youth and middle-aged people living in the region are the most susceptible to the content that is misleading online, especially that of ethnic tension or herdsmen attacks (Nwachukwu, 2022). This provides the basis of fear, suspicion and conflict in situations where no threat might exist at all.
Media literacy has been proposed to deal with this increasing menace. Besides education about verifying information, Omololu (2022) considers it essential to educate users, especially students, community leaders, and journalists, on how to query the texts, and prevent the possibility of spreading misinformation. On the same note, monitoring, labeling and deletion of malicious fake news require interventions of media watchdogs and the introduction of digital platforms (Johnson, 2022).
In short, the problem of fake news in the age of the Internet is not merely an inconvenience that comes with using technology but a threat to society and politics. It is extremely fast, far-reaching, and emotionally appealing, and thus it is very effective and riskily influential. Misinformation can be fatal in situations such as in Nigeria, where access to the digital platform exceeds digital capability, particularly when it is associated with ethnic or religious war. It is important to study its dynamics in order to develop the strategies to fight insecurity, reconquer the trust, and achieve the harmony in the society.
2.1.2 The Spread of Ethnic Misinformation and Disinformation
The challenges of ethnic misinformation and disinformation have continued to take their toll on social life in multi-ethnic societies such as in Nigeria. Misinformation is the misleading or inaccurate information that any person posts on a double intent, and disinformation is the false reporting of information, either with the intention of fooling others or influencing a certain course of action, usually with political or ideological purposes (Adisa, 2022). On the one hand, the digital revolution has opened new frontiers in communication; on the other hand, it has created a medium through which ethnically provoking narratives can spread far and wide without control, which in most cases culminates into the increased tensions, stereotyping, and violence.
The image of Fulani herdsmen in both online and mainstream media is one of the most powerful spheres that have been altered in the context of Nigeria. Ibrahim (2022) argues that Fulani have consistently been discussed as the instigators of violence and aggressors in the rural environment without sufficient attention to social-political and economic dynamics. These are descriptions of usually unconfirmed reports that validate old stereotypes and provoke distrust amongst ethnic groups. This ethnic formulation is further amplified in a situation where misinformation is transmitted via the social media and sites such as WhatsApp, whereby messages with ethnically charged language and bogus photos are widely propagated (Cheeseman, Hitchen, & Hassan, n.d.).
The repercussions of this are great. According to what Ciboh and Adamu (2017) in their work on media bias in Nigeria note by claiming that the news wears the mask of ethnic rivalry more than a balanced report. Such biased reports are rapidly taken up and reposted on social media, hitting thousands of their users without any checking procedures and verification to be detected. According to Aliyu et al. (2022), it can be called “herdphobia” or a digital hate wave against the Fulani people, which is exacerbated by hysterical framing and stereotyping based on ethnicity.
The structure or framework of social media contributes to this interaction. Media sharing, through networks like WhatsApp, Facebook, TikTok, and X (Formerly twitter), promote the posting of sensational or provocative posts because of algorithmic push. They state that the online comments to the reports featuring farmers-herders clashes tend to confirm the opinion that the readers accept the disinformation narratives (Onoja et.al., 2022). Even the wide spread belief in such unverified tales creates a culture of ethnic scapegoats, particularly on minorities like the Fulani.
Bukarti (2018) stated that, the problem of fake news in Nigeria can hardly be viewed as a simple menace of the digital environment but also as an immediate threat to both national security and national coexistence. In some of the documented incidents, rumors concerning purported attacks by Fulanis have caused retaliatory killings and fueled inter-ethnic conflict. One of the most significant trends is when old or edited videos and photos claiming to be recent happenings are used to inflame the emotions of the people and put security agencies of restless communities into an alert (Nwachukwu, 2022).
Moreover, the comparative media research by Adisa (2022) between Ghana and Nigeria demonstrates that in Nigeria, the proliferation of ethnic disinformation also has a lot to do with the political economy of the media. Ethno-religious tensions get sold as attractiveness and coverage, and fake news can be generated and flown by political organizations to exploit ethnic appeal especially during campaign periods.
Such misinformation is also worrying in its psychological implications. Gever and Essien state that being exposed to the narratives of conflict in the context of ethnic stereotypes repeatedly would make the audience desensitized to the animosity between the groups and turn such animosity into the ordinary (2019). Such a hostile media atmosphere cultivates the image of the ongoing danger of the other, which warrants in advance hostility and the counteraction to reconciliation or peacebuilding.
The end result is that the unregulated proliferation of ethnic disinformation on the internet has seen the loss of faith on not only the media, but also local institutions. Onoja et al. (2022) emphasize that a good number of Nigerians now use peer-to-peer messaging or user-based platforms where credibility has been faded out to virality. The consequence is a backdraft of inaccurate reporting about Fulani herdsmen and other communities reinforcing each other and pushing further division across the already weak Nigerian ethno-landscape.
In summary, ethnic misinformation and disinformation in Nigeria, especially the Fulani herdsmen, is the burning problem that requires immediate scholarly, policy, and technological corrections. Online literacy, media responsibility, and positive conflict-sensitive journalistic coverage are ought to set as a priority to stop the negative impacts of fake news on national unity and safety.
2.1.3 Stereotyping and the Construction of Fulani Identity in Media
The media contributes much to creating and supporting the opinion of society on ethnic groups and in the case of Nigeria, this has profoundly impacted the ways Fulani herdsmen are portrayed. The media has led to stereotyping and stigmatizing of Fulani ethnic group through repeated negative portrayal and framing of their activities, adding to the stereotype and stigma that they are associated with insecurity, violence and land conflict mostly without due context and without a balance (Ciboh & Adamu, 2017).
In this respect, stereotyping means repeatedly describing the group in oversimplifying and mostly negative characteristics. The media coverage in Nigeria reinforces the stereotypes of Fulani herders as aggressors, which is even more prominent with regard to the farmer-herder crisis (Gever & Essien, 2019). This one-sided description overlooks the socio economic, environmental and political intrigues that encapsulate the conflict and portrays the Fulani identity to be a stereotypical image of violence and displacement.
Adisa (2022) notes that the same attitude that highlights repeatedly and extensively Fulani participation in violent acts either confirmed or allegedly detached has resulted in the people linking the identity of Fulani to the conflict in people minds. The media tendency does not distinguish between criminals and the remaining Fulani community, thus encouraging collective blame discourse and sabotaging inter-ethnic communication and a harmonious co-existence between the parties.
In addition to this, Nwachukwu (2022) explains that these stereotypes have been further escalated by the use of social media platforms to post various stories that cannot be verified and cannot be fact-checked as well as graphical images of the Fulani appearing as invaders or enemies of the indigenous communities through viral circulation. These images are not only emotionally inflammatory but also dangerous because they promote discrimination, violence in real life against Fulani people and peculiarly in southern and central Nigeria.
Development of hate speech databases such as HERDPhobia is also evidence of how dehumanized Fulani identity is on the internet (Aliyu et al., 2022). According to Aliyu et al., it has been established that a plethora of digital users utilize derogatory words when describing Fulani people and it is normalized to refer to hate. This has created a situation where Fulani are seen as the other or as perennial strangers in their own land even though they have a history going back many centuries in the country of Nigeria.
In the comments sections of big news sites like Channels TV or on websites like Facebook and Reddit one can again see the audience response to be more or less the same as the media frame. According to the discourse analysis conducted by Onoja et al. (2022), the actual users repeat the stories being advertised in the headlines, repeating such general expressions as the following, these Fulani people or they always kill irrespective of the particulars of the story being reported.
According to Cheeseman et.al., (n.d.), these one-sided portrayals, particularly when those are taken without additional alternative version or critical thinking, influence not only the opinion of people but also policies. Political leaders (the political class if you will), in trying to appease the populace, might take up a stance or policies more driven by fear and prejudice than by rational governance driven by evidence.
To conclude, Fulani identity constructed in the Nigerian media was usually diverted to negative stereotyping and provided a stereotype of the group as violent and alien. This has further instigated ethnic differences and has not helped the country towards unity and reconciliation. To work on this, there must be a conscious attempt to inculcate a balanced, factual coverage and to counter the stories that turn an entire community into something sub-human because of the unfair actions of a few, as Bukarti (2018) argues.
2.1.4 Online Platforms as Tools for Amplifying Hate and Fear
Digital era has altered the process of information creation, sharing, and consumption. The internet, particularly WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter (now X) and YouTube in Nigeria have emerged as leading means through which a significant number of citizens in the country get their news or engage in discussions. Although these platforms enable fast messaging and engagement of the civil society, they have also been turned to spew hate, create ethnic tensions and mount fear, especially when used in the context of Fulani herders and insecurity (Ibrahim, 2022).
The social media spaces turned into the place of the misinformation, disinformation, and ethnic stereotypes promotion that have become widely spread due to the absence of accuracy checks. Adisa (2022) states that online communication is decentralized, which allows users more easily to evade the editorial control and spread provocative messages, which can be censored by the conventional media. This has facilitated the wide circulation of exaggerated or invented narratives, emotive visuals and hate speech that discredits the Fulani as a people.
Through HERDPhobia dataset, Aliyu et al. (2022) underscore the prevalence of hate speech against people of the Fulani persuasion on the internet. These comprise the information that brands them as terrorists, invaders or parasites a language that induces fear and justifies an exclusionism attitude. This rhetoric is not just rhetoric since it promotes hostility in the real world, which we have seen through attacks, dispossession and revenge on Fulani populations in various regions of the country.
The spread ability of hate-based stories is reinforced further by what is algorithmically magnified. According to Cheeseman, Hitchen, and Hassan (n.d.), platforms such as WhatsApp, which is popular in Nigeria, cannot be easily seen by a large number of people, therefore making it all too easy to spread false claims particularly in a closed or even a personal group. These sites also help in generating information bubbles where people only see the same things over and over which creates and strengthens biases and fears.
Nwachukwu (2022) notes that on the internet, the response is rather out of feeling e.g. fear, anger, or hatred than of reason. As an example, short videos or messages depicting attacks of violence by Fulani people (real or fake) are massively spreading, captioned with inciting messages to seek revenge or cause panic. However, after this cycle of a story gets started, it is almost impossible to correct this story as a retraction or clarification will hardly get as much traffic as the initial sensational post.
Ciboh and Adamu (2017) state that the lack of effective regulating instruments in Nigeria gives the false and hazardous materials an opportunity to thrive in the online environment. Although attempts have been made by some platforms to flag or delete inflammatory posts, they are not consistent and damaging contents tend to take long to be deleted. This period of moderation adds to the normalization of hate speech on the Internet.
Moreover, the anonymity and scale of the social media encourage people to share such posts that contain offense and violence without worrying about the responsibility. Onoja, Bebenimibo, and Onoja (2022) demonstrate the ease with which ethnic hatred has been displayed in the comment sections in which most participants will use historical grievances or conspiracies as an excuse to express current hatred. People then like, post, or re-post these remarks heightening their impact.
To sum up, internet sites have emerged to be potent instruments of enhancing ethnic hatred and terror in Nigeria. As much as they can promote dialogue and awareness, uncontrolled application in a conflict-sensitive context such as the crisis between the Fulani herders and farmers can increase insecurity and destabilize cohesiveness in the nation. Digital literacy campaigns and fact-checking initiatives, as well as legal frameworks, should be established, as Ibrahim (2022) advises, to stop the increasing usage of the platforms to divide people.
2.1.5 Media Framing of the Fulani Herdsmen Crisis in Nigeria
The media is very essential in influencing public discourse especially in conflict situations. The role played by the mainstream and digital media in rendering the issue in the form of a crisis (Fulani herdsmen crisis in the case of Nigeria) has been rather influential. Media framing is the process of choosing or highlighting, excluding, and developing some item of perceived reality to encourage specific definitions of problems or moral judgments of an issue (Entman, 1993). With regards to Fulani herdsmen, as has been the case with most stories, a certain media narrative naturally tends to paint their dilemma single-dimensionally in the sense that they are portrayed as an overly and homogenous force of violence and aggression.
Analyses have revealed that the reportage by the Nigerian media on the herder-farmer conflicts is biased because it profiles the Fulani as the main violent agents, either intentionally or otherwise, inciting fear and ethnic bias (Eze & Elegbe, 2018). This kind of framing is usually superficial in its engagement and does not examine deeper causes of the framing like climate change, competition of land resources, political manipulation, and demographic pressures. Rather, the reports are more likely to indicate the occurrence of attacks, murders, and farmlands being destroyed, and reports with a sensational headline that elicits fear and anger (Adisa et al., 2021).
According to Onyebuchi, Obayi and Nwagu (2019), newspapers do not give credence to give much significance to report the attacks. On the contrary, Okocha and Okejiri (2021) confirmed that newspaper give priority to matters concerning farmers-herders conflict and contribute towards decreasing their recurrence. 
Such trend is most dominant in headlines of newspapers and broadcasting where the terms such as massacre, invasion, and terror are predominantly used in cases related to Fulani (Okoro & Odoemelam, 2013). Such semantic decisions augment the demonization of the Fulani identity, and increase the sense of nation-wide Fulani threat. Lack of Fulani voices or counter-narratives in media coverage produces a one-sided disputing because it does not account the victimization of the society in reprisal attacks or the socio-economic causation of their migration.
Uwah and Uduakobong (2021) explain that the media does not have much perspective on conflict resolution or expert analysis that may put the crisis into perspective. Rather, immediate violence and emotional response to communities hit by it continues to play the center stage. This understanding is known to not only augment ethnic tensions and also weaken the work that is being done in terms of achieving peaceful coexistence and solutions that are policy-driven.
Online media increases the framing dilemma to an extent. Ventures such as Facebook and Whatsapp are also filled with amateur filming, eyewitness Instagram stories which cannot be validated, ethnically racist stories which cannot be vetted by journalists. According to Adisa (2022), the media ecosystem reporting Fulani violence also turns into a platform to distribute fake news and hate speech, so it is hard to distinguish between truth and propaganda. The repetitive negative stereotyping of specific groups of people contributes to a psychological phenomenon called framing effects or putting it in yet another way taking the spectators in the rear of the media (Iyengar, 1991).
Furthermore, ethnic affiliation of journalists, editors and owners of the media in the country casually shapes the coverage structures. To a certain extent, the media institutions located in the areas affected by Fulani herdsmen attacks are prone to resorting to language which carries the tone of local concentration rather than national neutrality (Adamu & Ciboh, 2017). Consequently, the media finds themselves in the middle of the conflict hence facilitating the widening of divides.
As a study by Olayoku (2014) showed, media reports on activities of Fulani herders were observed over a period of 10 years, and it was found that conflicts involving the group would be given more media reports than involving other ethnic groups, although the intensity of violence could be equivalent in both incidents. This media disproportion contributes to the establishment of Fulani as a national other, a group that does not belong to the mainstream in which any of their activities are met with suspicion and hostility.
Watchdog organizations and the institutions of journalist ethics have attempted to interfere to encourage balanced coverage but this has also only been done on a small scale and has not been enforced accordingly. Ibrahim (2022) points out that to address this problem, it will be necessary to implement sustainable solutions, which will go beyond attempts to reform newsrooms; media literacy programs need to be launched countrywide along with legal enforcement of deterrence against incitement and the conscious inclusion of different perspectives in conflict coverage.
To conclude, the manner in which media constructs the Fulani herdsmen crisis in Nigeria has a major role in forming the interpretation not only of the people but in other cases, forming misinterpretation. Continually representing the Fulani as attackers and leaving out the greater structural problems through its reporting, the media enhances ethnic division and fear among the society. Responsible and balanced approach to media is very important in the mitigation of conflicts and national unity.
2.1.6 Public Perception and Reaction to Online Fake News
Public perception is an essential element of the reaction to information, be it correct or incorrect, particularly in times when insecurity has been enhanced or when there has been tension among different ethnic groups. Constant increase in exploitation of news in Nigeria via social media and online platforms has led to exposure of people to an avalanche of unverified, emotionally driven contents often termed as fake news. The phenomenon has not only affected the manner in which people view national problems such as the Fulani herdsmen crisis but also their social, emotional, and political reactions to the same (Okoro & Adibe, 2020).
A lot of Nigerians including youths and people within cities are dependent on online media, which involves using Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter and blogs as key news sources, in some cases even before newspapers or other mass media (Alabi, 2021). The dynamics of such sites causing fake news also grow rapidly as the sites are fast and unregulated. Because of the emotional appeal of most of these reports, which usually include graphic depictions, gruesome headlines, and incriminations of particular ethnic groups, such as the Fulani, the response in the population is normally quick, intense, and even violent (Udeze & Chukwuma, 2020).
Confirmation bias generally informs the general perception among the population about fake news as it tends to believe and shares news or articles that confirm their personal ideas and beliefs, or even misperceptions or paranoias (Iyengar & Hahn, 2009). With respect to fake news involving Fulani herdsmen, fake news that depicts the group as violent or as a source of threats to the nation is likely to be widely accepted, particularly in southern states such as Enugu which have historical clashes between farmers and herders. This has led to massive stereotyping and in certain instances, hostility of the populace towards Fulani residents or the pastoral groups in the region (Umechukwu & Ezeugwu, 2021).
Research indicates that not all citizens can easily identify authentic journalism and distorted online content, particularly when the content is exposed by friends or family members or the profiles of community leaders through WhatsApp groups or Facebook pages (Aladenusi, 2019). This develops an illusion of echo chamber where misinformation is repeated in the trusted circles again and again which makes it feel very believable. Fake news also frequently provokes fear, anger, and calls to take revenge on the subjects of the stories, which, in their turn, may cause unrest or even a mob action (Chukwuma & Anyaegbunam, 2022).
There is also an increasingly higher degree of mistrust in the governmental and media organs which has further exacerbated the visibility in the minds of people. In situations when official language is contradictory to the common pictures in online realities, populations tend to put more trust in online realities as they think that the government is covering or understating the actual happenings (Ejiogu, 2020). Suspicion arising out of this mistrust undermines the capacity of the state to handle ethnic relations and security crises.
Interestingly, regional or ethnic affiliations too determine how people react to it. An example of this can be given where a southerner who reads of viral rumors of Fulani violence may believe that northern invasion is indeed the reality, but a northerner can consider it to be propaganda or a political stunt (Ojo & Oyeleke, 2021). This split makes ethnic polarization stronger and decreases the possibility of coming a nation or inter-group communication.
Measures to curb the effects of fake news including fact checking, media sensitivity awareness programs, and regulatory actions, have not achieved their objective largely because of low digital literacy levels among a vast majority of the population, especially in the countryside. Moreover, it has been the result of the exhaustion of people in regards to the sheer amount of information on the internet, which has manifested itself in apathy or the selective belief where individuals believe that the news only confirms their worldview (Onwukwe, 2022).
On the topic about the Fulani herdsmen conflict, Odoh, Onwukwalonye, and Onyebuchi (2022) have reported their research in Enugu State, where the general population holds the media coverage as not being neutral and tending to widen ethnic differences. Their results indicated that the residents perceived the coverage to label the Fulani people as aggressors only, and hence aiding in dissolving interethnic confidence and raising terror among non-Fulani populations.
To sum it up, emotional prejudice, ethnic distrust, illiteracy, and distrust of government are factors that precondition the interpretation and response of the people of Nigeria to fake news online, especially regarding the crisis of Fulani herdsmen. Such perceptions play a huge role in how societies perceive occurrences, who should be held responsible and how they respond to the actions, which in most cases lead to social tension and even panic or violent revenge. Unless there are concerted efforts to enhance digital literacy and renew confidence in trustworthy sources of news, the way people respond to fake news will still undermine national peace and security significantly.
2.1.7 Impact of Fake News on Insecurity in Enugu Metropolis
The effects of online fake news concerning the Fulani herdsmen have been immense and tangible in influencing the issues of insecurity in Enugu Metropolis as they have created insecurity perceptions, caused panic among the populace as well as shaped how various communities and security agencies react to the same.
i. Instigating Fear and Misinformed Panic
In April 2025, there were alarming reports of alleged Fulani herdsmen invasion in several major farming settlements within the Eha-Amufu locality of Isi-Uzaze Local Government Area, in Enugu Metropolis that filled social media and local WhatsApp groups in the area. These bulletins had violent stories, grainy photos of suspected victims and clips of armed men strolling on what seemed like farmlands. These unverified stories which were spread online immediately caused massive panic amongst residents, some of whom also left their home and farms in fear of being attacked (TheCable, 2025).
But following investigations, the Enugu State Police Command issued an official statement slamming the reports as untrue. The statement was termed by the Command as baseless, mischievous and misleading and no such invasion had taken place in the state. It was also found out that the videos and images that went with the reports had been misused since it was unrelated violence events in other states which are Benue and Plateau (TheCable, 2025; Vanguard, 2025). Although the authorities came out to clarify the situation quickly, the damage was already done. The panic was on, expulsions had started and terror to security as well as digital information are thrown into doubt.
Such an incident is a powerful example of how such fake news become able to generate crises even in socio-politically tense contexts. Tandoc et al. (2018) suggest that in crisis circumstances, misinformation is more likely to capitalize on societal fears and the presence of ethnic differences, which will heighten the chances of violence or unrest particularly in geographical regions notorious of inter-ethnic animosity. As a state in the Southeast of Nigeria, Enugu has long appeared to be a relatively sheltered territory in the face of the herder-farmer conflict that is characteristic of some areas of North-Central Nigeria. But, the event in April 2025 showed the potential of disinformation to infect a crisis narrative artificially into regions that were not in the direct action-path.
According to Wardle and Derakhshan (2017), disinformation spreads with speed and virality that formal truth facilities could not keep up with, setting up alternative realities that can influence the impression of the public mind. Regarding Eha-Amufu, the fabricated news served as a trigger of behavioral action to the extent that people left their homes, community patrols were created, and suspicions against people who were regarded ethnic strangers became higher even before the formal investigations occurred.
Besides, the psychological strain on such disinformation incidents is usually underestimated. According to Oyeyemi et. al., (2014), continuous impact on harmful fake news might trigger the emergence of memorable anxiety and mental distress in the population. In Enugu Metropolis anecdotal evidence indicated that parents removed their children out of schools in anticipation of violence and community markets experienced large falls in attendance during the week containing the surge of misinformation.
Essentially, the Eha-Amufu fake news event has been considered a typical example of how information that twists the truth is not only deliberately creating a different sort of community relationship but powerfully constructs and helps to shape a discussion about policy and discredits trust in institutions. It equally calls into attention the necessity of an even more robust local media literacy work and efforts to retain comprehensive fact-checking mechanisms in Southeastern Nigeria to decrease exposure to this manipulative output (Oyeleye, 2021; Okon, 2023).
ii. Heightening Community Mistrust and Tension
Fake news has not only misrepresented facts but contributed to increased existing ethnicity especially in those areas that are already experiencing insecurity. In November 2022, Agu-Am Ede, a farming settlement in Isi-Uzo Local Government Area of Enugu State was reportedly attacked by unidentified gunmen, where prevalent media reports allege the violence involved the massacre by the Fulani herdsmen. The violence resulted in death of at least ten people, minor injuries of other people, and destruction of property in large numbers (Vanguard, 2022).
Despite verified evidences of the attack reported, most reports were based on tales and sensationalism rhetoric, in which the Fulani ethnic group was generally portrayed in a bad light. Such sometimes false and extremely false claims rapidly circulated in cyberspace and caused a wave of indignation among people and aggravated the already shaky interethnic relations between indigenous people and the Fulani settlement (Eze, 2023).
The rumors spread so far and left the air of mistrust and hatred. With people being exposed to more publicly circulated narratives about the Fulani herdsmen as the aggressors, the local communities started losing trust in the official means of security and chose to embrace the presence of regional vigilantes, such as Ebubeagu, whose advent they saw as a means of protecting the community. Nevertheless, this loose militarization has attracted its challenges as well such as extra-judicial reaction and tension among the population (Nweke, 2024).
Therefore, fake news in this respect has not only been misinformed; it has contributed to ethnic profiling, mass resentment, and increased communal hostilities. It is harder to curb insecurity when the population is fragmented, the institutions are not trusted and the information is manipulated.

iii. Advocacy Journalism as Mitigation
As the security and ethnic relations continue to suffer due to the circulating disinformation, advocacy journalism has been suggested as an important means of fighting fake news and preventing it and its effects. Recent empirical research by Ukaegbu and Obasi (2025) during a survey done in the Enugu State, the importance of advocacy journalism in solving the most prevalent misinformation available online was mentioned especially that concerning the herdsmen attacks and the community violence. The researchers discovered that when journalists preferred to take a proactive approach by fact checking, publishing verified counter-narratives and carrying out public sensitization campaigns, leads to observable reduction in dissemination of fear based contents and to better levels of trust of media and institutions by the people.
The research insisted that the de-escalation of potentially volatile situations was assisted by timely action on the part of credible local journalist and media houses. False rumors, which initially created panic when there were direct reports of herdsmen attacks, community incursion, etc., have been combated in a number of reported cases (acceptable news channels published verified information with respective evidence and government statements) which successfully thwarted the panic. Such measures, the relied consequently calmed down the population and reduced the aggressive transmission of illusive storylines on social networks.
Moreover, the advocacy journalism has helped re-educate the people on how to use information responsively. Using community outreach, radio talk and digital literacy programs, journalists have assisted in creating a more critical viewer one who is less willing to accept every article of viral news at face value. Even though the study like that of the Ukaegbu and Obasi (2025) proved that such efforts are not so successful as it is higher than moderate, it still confirmed the increased importance of fact-based journalism as the shield against the threats of misinformation-based insecurity.
That notwithstanding, advocacy journalism is a potential solution to abate the power of fake news available on line, particularly, in ethnically charged and politically volatile areas such as Enugu State. Although it is not an ultimate solution, it constitutes the first line of defense against the psychological and social consequences of disinformation that may affect communities.
2.2 Empirical Review
Okonkwo and Adebanjo (2023) conducted a study titled "Digital Misinformation and Community Conflict in Southeastern Nigeria" through a descriptive survey design. The research was directed in communities of Anambra State, and 250 respondents were selected through stratified sampling technique. Structured questionnaires were used as method of data collection. They indicated that digital misinformation, particularly on the ethnicity of the indigenous population such as the Fulani, became one of the reasons why the tension in the communities and fear among the residents increased. The researchers found out that false news brings suspicion and anti-futuristic attitude. Nevertheless, it did not consider media literacy as one of the countermeasures.
Eze and Elegbe (2018) have employed a content analysis strategy in their study titled Media Framing and Conflict: A Critical Analysis of Newspaper Coverage of the Farmers-Herders Crisis in Nigeria. They examined 120 newspaper placements of national dailies concentrating on how the national dailies reported the conflicts in Benue and Plateau States in 6 months. The results revealed that newspapers tended to present Fulani herdsmen as “attackers” and contribute to this perception in society, thus, increasing tension. Nonetheless, this paper failed to evaluate the role of fake news sites on the internet on narrative framing.
In the study entitled Fake News and National Security in Nigeria, Ibrahim and Musa (2020) employed a mixed-method research design and explored the areas of Abuja and Nasarawa. They sampled 300 interviewees and interviewed key informants that were security operatives. The study has discovered that fake news has become a subject of political and ethnic manipulation that even contributes to security violations. The weakness in the study was that it did not give much attention to regional aspect especially in the Southeast.
In their study, Adisa et al. (2021) investigated the nature of the coverage of the EndSARS protest titled Whose Report?. through the analysis of discourse of social media and conventional media in Lagos and Abuja entitled The Biases of Nigerian EndSARS Protest Media Coverage It is not directly related to Fulani herdsmen, but it provided insights into how selective stories and fake news can also stir-up the emotions of people. Indirectly, the study favors the idea that misinformation might cause the change in the outcomes of insecurity. It was not buttressed by substantiating numbers.
Chukwu and Obasi (2022) carried out another research on the topic The Role of Online Media in Shaping Ethnic Narratives in Nigeria in Nsukka, Enugu State and applying the survey method. Data collection was done through structured interviews and surveys, which were conducted on the internet with 180 respondents selected through purposive sampling strategy. The results demonstrated that the social media played a significant role in strengthening ethnic stereotypes especially against Fulani herdsmen. Critics observed that the study was based on the perception and not on real incidences of security threats.
The study of Ukaegbu and Obasi (2025) titled Advocacy Journalism as a Tool against Fake News in Enugu State, employed a quasi-experimental research design that involved 100 individuals in Enugu metropolis as sample residents and 20 journalists. They ran a year-long 3 months fact-checking and monitored the misinformation baselines. Outcomes were moderately successful to minimize panic and develop trust. Amongst the study limitations was the fact that the study did not evaluate long-term behavior change.
Nwankwo (2022), the author examined the community vigilantism and the role of fake news in Southeast Nigeria based on a qualitative study involving the interview of community leaders and participants of the vigilantes in Ebonyi State and Enugu State. The results indicated that misperception usually led to the creation of self-help groups that in certain cases led to extrajudicial violence. This paper did not prescribe practical policy changes to eliminate the escalation of fake news.
Umeh and Dogo (2019) carried out a research work called Ethnic Tensions and Social Media Misinformation in Nigeria on a correlational design across Jos and Kaduna. They used structured questionnaires with a sample of 220. The findings of their study showed that there was a high correlation between false news on ethnic groups and eruption of violence. Nonetheless, the study did not do sufficient detailed content analysis on the spread misinformation.
A study by Ojo and Balogun (2021) in "Digital Echo Chambers and the Spread of Misinformation in Nigeria", examined online ethnography in 15 Facebook groups between 6 months. They targeted Lagos, Imo and Kano State groups. The results indicated that the misinformation about Fulani herdsmen spread very quickly across groups that have similar sentiments in support of hate narratives. The principal weakness of the study is that the researchers did not consider tracking misinformation across platforms.
In the study by Ndubuisi (2024) titled Public Trust and News Credibility in Enugu State, the researcher used a cross-sectional survey design in Enugu metropolis. The 200 participants result showed that most of the residents believed the information more in place of social media influencers than that of traditional media even in the case where the influencers posted unconfirmed news. This blind trust usually led to fear and self-security. Objections against this study included the fact that no examination of the influence of education in forming trust was conducted.
Okafor and Salihu (2021) reviewed the theme of Fake News and Fear of Insecurity Among Youths in Nigeria by applying a descriptive survey approach in Awka, Anambra State. They surveyed 170 sampled undergraduates, and had a Likert-scale survey. The findings revealed that three-quarters (76 per cent) of the respondents had trusted fake news to do with the Fulani herdsmen that influenced their travelling and migration plans. The study however did not have any longitudinal analysis.
Bello and Hassan (2023) conducted a study with the title Role of WhatsApp Broadcasts in Fake News Spread in Northern and Southern Nigeria. A comparative survey in Kano and Enugu states was used where a sample of 300 respondents was examined. They discovered that the popular news of unknown origin shared on WhatsApp was the most common in numbers. Higher emotional response to fear was observed in the Southern part of the country and mainly in Enugu. Nonetheless, the study did not suggest effective regulatory processes.
Ede and Nwachukwu (2022) performed the research work of the perspective of "Framing Herdsmen in Nigerian Social Media: A Case Study of Twitter Responses to Enugu Incidents". With sentiment analysis of 5000 tweets, they observed that more than 60 percent of tweets were negative about Fulani herdsmen, which amounts to hate on line and tension in the offline world. It restricted itself to Twitter and did not include Facebook or WhatsApp.
Agbo and Ibe (2024) in their study titled "Perception of Online News Credibility and Insecurity in Southeast Nigeria", they used a survey research study conducted in Abakaliki, Ebonyi State. There was a total of 250 respondents. The research identified that those residents who believed in the authenticity of online news had the tendency to trust and respond to fake news. Critics said the study ought to have made the distinction between different online news websites.
Obi and Chima (2022) in their study "Effect of Misinformation on Inter-ethnic Harmony in Urban Communities of Nigeria", the focus group discussion was implemented in Port Harcourt and Enugu. They found out that frequent exposure to fake news developed stereotypes that hindered peaceful coexistence amid the ethnic groups. The absent quantitative evidence to support the narrative findings was the greatest of the flaws.
Odoh, Onwukwalonye, and Onyebuchi (2022) used descriptive survey design to study the Public Perception of Media Coverage of Farmers-Herders Clashes in Enugu State. Elements of the study were carried out in a selected sample of LGAs in Enugu State where the size of the respondents was used as 400 who were selected through multi-stage sampling methods. Data was obtained based on the use of structured used questionnaires, which gauged the perception of the respondent on the topic of bias, framing and perceived influence of media reporting on conflict.
The results showed that most of the respondents believed that the media reporting of clashes between herdsmen and farmers was biased and superficial especially in its attempt to paint Fulani herdsmen as the perpetrators. Respondents also opined that the media with its use of words, pictures, and sources contributed greatly to build ethnic tension in regions even when there was no physical violence. The research paper focused on the emotional and psychological response of citizens to the recurrent adverse media discourse. Nonetheless, one of the weaknesses of the study is that it did not examine online or social media platforms, which the present study will study with regard to fake news and digital misinformation in Enugu Metropolis.
Uzondu and Ibrahim (2023) examined "The Impact of Sensational Headlines on Community Panic in Nigeria" with the help of a content analysis of thirty major online blogs in Nigeria. They targeted states in the Southeast such as Enugu and Abia states. The results showed that the more clickable but fear and misinformation producing headlines with Fulani herdsmen proved to be far more popular than the non-sensational equivalents. Nevertheless, they failed to check the background of blog publishers in order to check credibility.
2.3 Theoretical Framework
This study adopted two key theories namely: Source Credibility Theory and Strain Theory of Insecurity. These frameworks help explain how the perceived trustworthiness of online information sources and underlying societal tensions contribute to reactions and behaviors among residents in Enugu metropolis.
2.3.1 Source Credibility Theory
The source credibility theory as suggested by Carl, Hovland, Harold, Kelley, and Irving, Janis was proposed in 1953, and focused on the contingent process that the credence of the source of a communication has considerable importance in determining the PI(ibility) of this communication. This theory has listed three greater dimensions of the source credibility that are trustworthiness, expertise, and attractiveness. The sender may be perceived to be credible and reliable in the fact that a company is likely to believe a message even when what is contained is inaccurate or deceiving.
The core tenets of this theory are:
i. Credibility - This is the context where people perceive the truthfulness and veracity of the sender of the message to a point of believing and ensuring the action of the information.
ii. Experience - Sources that are considered to be knowledge enough or experienced on a matter are more likely to be believed whether the message is good or bad.
iii. Attractiveness- this relates to the appeal of the source to the audience or the similarity or relatability on the part of the audience, leads to more persuasion, regardless of accuracy.
Breaking news and security messages are highly used in the modern digital age especially in Enugu metropolis through social media, blogs, and WhatsApp broadcasts. Professional journalistic norms are easily absent in such platforms and many users continue to view such platforms as reliable sources. When fake news is disseminated by the ill-willed on such platforms, particularly on Fulani herdsmen activities, this perceived credibility may cause the locals to believe and take actions based on falsehood. This assumption of false data contributes greatly to the creation of panic and tension in the community as well as the loss of confidence in their response to issues in the community.
This theory is directly aligned with the objective of this study, which is to comprehend the way residents perceive and respond to fake online news, particularly that related to the issues of security. It also assists in explaining the contribution of perceived credibility on insecurity which was one of the major issues being studied in this study.
2.3.2 Strain Theory of Insecurity
Strain Theory was first created by sociologist Robert, Merton in 1938 to help understand deviant behavior in the society, but was subsequently adopted to resolve the security and conflict field. It assumes that in case of a mismatch between societal or individual expectations of the world (e.g., safety, peace, protection) and the reality (e.g., insecurity, violence, threat), there is strain. The strain causes feelings of frustration and fear, and in certain instances aggressive or deviant reactions that would include self-defense mechanisms, vigilante group generation or simply violence.
The core tenets are:
i. Expectancy-Reality Gap: Expectancy-reality gap is also a strain that tends to emerge when individuals or groups have something to expect (e.g., peace and justice) and when that does not happen (e.g., violence and fear).
ii. Frustration and Helplessness: The inability to fill or justify these gaps usually ends in mass anxiety, hopelessness or panic.
iii. Deviant or Defensive Reaction: Communities might react through aggression, revenge, or self-help actions such as encouragement of vigilante groups or promulgation of more fear- induced stories.
iv. Societal Disorganization: The ever-present strain can weaken social cohesion, produce mistrust and cause breakdowns in security.
The relevance of this theory to the study is that fake news against Fulani herdsmen is also common in the Enugu metropolis, and in most cases, the narratives commit them to positions of invaders or aggressors. The frequent reproduction of such narratives even in exaggerated or full fictions make residents feel unsafe. This tension of thinking they are safe and yet certain they are in danger due to the fake news has both psychological and social pressure. This tension occurs in the form of distrust towards communities of Fulani people, introducing an ethnic stereotype, advocating vigilante violence, and having a loss of confidence in state regulations and police departments.
The theory has a great deal of relevance in regard to the goal of the research to assess the effects of fake news on perception within the community and local security. It helps us know the reasons and way misinformation leads to the increase in social division and the defensive tendencies that may destroy peaceful coexistence.

















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design
This study adopted the survey research design. The design was chosen because it enables the collection of quantitative data from a representative portion of the population, providing insights into the influence of online fake news about Fulani herdsmen on insecurity in Enugu metropolis. This method is suitable for gathering large-scale opinions and perceptions using structured questionnaires.
3.2 Population of the Study
The population of this study comprises the entire residents of Enugu metropolis. The geographic focus of this research is Enugu Metropolis, the urban center and the capital of Enugu State, a region of south eastern Nigeria. It has three Local Government Areas (LGAs): Enugu North, Enugu South and Enugu East. These LGAs are deemed to be the heart of the state, with the seat of government in these areas, the major media outlets, educational institutions as well as increasing numbers of the digitally literate population.
By 2025, the Enugu metropolitan area is anticipated to have a population of about 907,000 citizens, which is a 3.54 percent growth over the previous year and 876,000 residents (Macrotrends, 2025). Wider city estimates, such as the projection of satellite towns and peri-urban regions, move the population to hover nearly at 1.08 million people. This large population base also highlights why Enugu is an important socio-political and economic center in the Southeast and smartphone devices overwhelm the city ranging in security and threat to the population.

3.3 Sample Size 
To determine the appropriate sample size for this study, Cochran’s (1977) sample size determination formula is applied. This method is widely accepted in recent social science research for calculating representative sample sizes when dealing with large or finite populations (Singh & Masuku, 2014).
Cochran’s Formula:

Where: - n₀ = initial calculated sample size
- Z = standard normal deviate at 95% confidence level (1.96)
- p = estimated proportion of an attribute that is present in the population (0.5 assumed if unknown)
- q = 1 – p
- e = margin of error (0.05)
Calculation:



						= 384.0



3.4 Sampling Technique
The research study employed multistage sampling technique to achieve representativeness and efficiency in selecting respondents of the large and diverse population of Enugu Metropolis. The sample selection was done in three general phases as summarized in the table below:
	Stage 1: Selection of Study Area (LGAs)
	The three LGAs that make up Enugu Metropolis (Enugu North, Enugu South, and Enugu East) were selected.

	Stage 2: Selection of Wards
	Two wards were randomly selected from each of the three LGAs, making a total of six wards.

	Stage 3: Selection of Respondents
	Individual respondents were chosen from every 5th household in the selected wards. One eligible respondent per household was surveyed.



3.5 Instrument for Data Collection
The primary tool involved in data collection in the study was a questionnaire in an attempt aimed at explaining the reasons behind generating the list. The reason why this tool was chosen is due to the fact that it is easy to administer, cheaper, and the respondents can be based in various regions of Enugu Metropolis to achieve the required number of respondents.
The questionnaire was separated in two parts:
Section A: emphasized demographic contents of the respondents including age, gender, education level, occupation and local government area.
Section B: presents structured items on the objectives of the study , In the items were meant to determine the exposure to online fake news by respondents, their perception of the crisis of Fulani herdsmen, and how such news affects their feelings of security.
The items in Section B were patterned after four point Likert scale as the following options were used:
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Such format enabled the respondents to provide the degree of their agreement or disagreement with concrete statements, and their responses could be quantified and analyzed with ease.
The content of the questionnaire was validated by the scholars of mass communications and security studies to make sure that items were clear, pertinent, and in connection with the research purpose. Before the instrument was distributed, there was also a pilot test carried in another location in Enugu State to make it certain about the efficiency of the tool.
3.6 Validity of the Instrument
To ensure the validity of the research instrument, the questionnaire was subjected to expert review. Scholars in mass communication examined the instrument to verify that it accurately captured the constructs it was designed to measure. Their feedback was used to refine the questions, ensuring content and face validity.
3.7 Reliability of the Instrument
To test the reliability of the instrument, a pilot study was conducted using 30 respondents from a non-sampled Local Government Area (LGA) within the Enugu metropolis. The data collected from the pilot test were analyzed using the Cronbach Alpha reliability test. The result yielded a coefficient of 0.82, indicating a high level of internal consistency and demonstrating that the questionnaire is a reliable tool for data collection.
3.8 Method of Data Collection
This study was conducted using structured questionnaire as the main method of collecting data by administering them to the selected respondent in Enugu Metropolis. Distribution of the questionnaires was carried out physically by dropping the questionnaires at the doorsteps of sample respondents in six sampled wards in Enugu North, Enugu South and Enugu East Local Government Areas through the multistage sampling method.
The questionnaires were distributed and collected with the help of trained research assistants. The respondents were being guided where it was needed so that they could have an understanding and respond accordingly.
3.9 Method of Data Analysis
Data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency tables and percentages to summarize the demographic information and general responses. 











CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION (DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS)
4.0 Data Presentation
The data were collected using a structured questionnaire designed to address the objectives of the study. The questionnaire was divided into sections that covered respondents’ demographic information, exposure to online fake news, perception of online reports on Fulani herdsmen, influence on insecurity in Enugu metropolis, and factors that influence reactions to such reports. The responses obtained were coded and analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency counts and percentage distributions, to ensure that the research questions were adequately addressed.
A total of 384 respondents, only 271 questionnaires were successfully retrieved, filled, and validated for analysis. This yields a response rate of approximately 70.6%, This high response rate enhances the reliability of the study and ensures a robust analysis of the research objectives
4.1 Analysisof Demographic Data
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	138
	51%

	Female
	133
	49%

	Total
	271
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Analysis: The sample includes a balanced gender representation with males (51%) slightly more than females. This balance enhances the credibility of findings across gender demographics.

Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents
	Age
	Frequency
	Percentage

	18–25
	117
	43%

	26–33
	83
	31%

	34–41
	46
	17%

	42 and above
	25
	9%

	Total
	271
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Analysis: The majority of respondents (43%) are between 18 and 25 years, indicating a youthful audience that is likely more active online and potentially more exposed to digital news content, including misinformation.
Table 3: Educational Qualification of Respondents
	Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SSCE
	39
	14%

	OND/NCE
	68
	25%

	HND/Bachelor’s Degree
	123
	45%

	Postgraduate
	41
	15%

	Total
	271
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Analysis: Respondents are generally well-educated, with 45% holding a Higher Diploma or Bachelor's degree. This suggests a population likely capable of critically assessing online content but also susceptible to complex misinformation.
Table 4: Occupation of Respondents
	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Student
	114
	42%

	Civil Servant
	51
	19%

	Private Sector
	37
	17%

	Trader/Artisan
	36
	13%

	Unemployed
	23
	9%

	Yotal
	271
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Students (42%) form the largest occupational group, suggesting an active online audience, followed by civil servants (19%) and private sector workers (17%), further validating the digital engagement level in the area.











4.2 Analysis of Psychographic Data
 In this section, the research analyzed the data collected from the field which addressed the research questions.
Research Question 1: To what extent are residents of Enugu metropolis exposed to online fake news about Fulani herdsmen activities?
Table 5: Awareness of Online Reports on Fulani Herdsmen Activities
	S/N
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	1
	I am aware of Fulani herdsmen news reports online
	156
	88
	17
	10
	3.44
	Accepted

	2
	Facebook is mostly used to spread such news
	134
	91
	28
	18
	3.26
	Accepted

	3
	WhatsApp groups frequently discuss Fulani herdsmen issues
	88
	104
	55
	24
	2.94
	Accepted

	4
	Websites/blogs constantly report Fulani herdsmen activities
	81
	109
	50
	31
	2.90
	Accepted

	5
	I’ve watched videos about them on YouTube
	72
	91
	68
	40
	2.88
	Accepted

	6
	I read such news on X (formerly Twitter)
	67
	85
	81
	38
	2.81
	Accepted


Analysis: Residents are highly aware of Fulani herdsmen reports online (Mean = 3.44) and consider Facebook the primary platform for such news (Mean = 3.26). WhatsApp (Mean = 2.94), websites/blogs (Mean = 2.90), and YouTube (Mean = 2.88) are also widely used. Twitter (Mean = 2.81) plays a moderate role in spreading these narratives.



Research Question 2: What are the perceptions of residents in Enugu metropolis about online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities?
Table 6. Perceptions of Residents on online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities
	S/N
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	7
	Most reports are inciting and threatening
	103
	88
	47
	33
	2.87
	Accepted

	8
	The reports are usually biased and sensational
	94
	92
	50
	35
	2.84
	Accepted

	9
	The reports are credible
	52
	93
	80
	46
	2.55
	Accepted

	10
	The news is informative
	67
	84
	73
	47
	2.53
	Accepted

	11
	The reports are fair and objective
	61
	77
	85
	48
	2.46
	Rejected


Analysis:Reports are perceived as inciting and threatening (Mean = 2.87) and often biased or sensational (Mean = 2.84). While some consider them credible (Mean = 2.55) or informative (Mean = 2.53), fewer believe they are fair and objective (Mean = 2.46), showing low trust in media balance.









Research Question 3: How do online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities influence insecurity in Enugu metropolis?
Table 7. How online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities influence insecurity
	S/N
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	12
	Fake news about herdsmen increases community tension
	123
	88
	41
	19
	3.16
	Accepted

	13
	Online reports increase fear among residents
	121
	90
	37
	23
	3.14
	Accepted

	14
	I have taken security measures based on online reports
	112
	80
	49
	30
	3.01
	Accepted

	15
	My family also takes precautions due to online reports
	104
	84
	55
	28
	2.99
	Accepted

	16
	I avoid certain areas in Enugu due to online reports
	96
	71
	60
	44
	2.91
	Accepted


Analysis: Fake news is seen to increase tension (Mean = 3.16) and fear among residents (Mean = 3.14). Many residents (Mean = 3.01) and their families (Mean = 2.99) take precautionary actions, while some avoid certain areas (Mean = 2.91), showing real-life impact of these narratives.






Research Question 4: What factors contribute to the way residents react to online news about Fulani herdsmen activities?
Table 8. Factors that contribute to the way residents react to online news about Fulani herdsmen
	S/N
	Item
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	17
	Source of the news influences my reaction
	123
	70
	52
	26
	3.07
	Accepted

	18
	Tone of the report affects how I respond
	118
	76
	51
	26
	3.06
	Accepted

	19
	Personal experience or fear shapes my perception
	109
	78
	50
	34
	2.96
	Accepted

	20
	Past events or community history affect response
	104
	75
	52
	40
	2.89
	Accepted

	21
	Comments from friends/family influence my views
	101
	69
	53
	48
	2.82
	Accepted


Analysis: Residents are mostly influenced by the source of news (Mean = 3.07) and the tone used (Mean = 3.06). Personal fear or experience (Mean = 2.96), community history (Mean = 2.89), and opinions of friends/family (Mean = 2.82) also shape how they interpret and react to fake news. This suggests both emotional and social factors play critical roles in influencing public response to online narratives.
4.3. Discussion of Findings
RQ1: To what extent are residents of Enugu metropolis exposed to online fake news about Fulani herdsmen activities?
The results identify that the online news reports about Fulani herdsmen have a significant exposure to residents of Enugu Metropolis. Mean scores (M = 3.44 regarding the general awareness and M = 3.26 concerning the Facebook use) prove that digital platforms are a major source of such information. Other common distributions channels are WhatsApp, YouTube, Twitter (X), blogs and news websites, affirming the pervasive fake online news.
This is similar to Fadare (2022), who pinpointed social media as one of the greatest deathbeds of misinformation on Fulani herdsmen. Ibrahim (2022) and Nwachukwu (2022) also stated the contribution of online sources to the establishment of large-scale narratives, which influence regional attitudes and conflicts.
In the view of Source Credibility Theory (Hovland et al., 1953), the consideration of familiarity makes the users trust the platforms, such as Facebook and WhatsApp, and accept false narratives without an attempt to check their credibility. This high rate of exposure indicates weakness in media literacy on the part of the residents and justifies the assertion that even fake news can thrive where the source is considered authoritative, not necessarily based on truth.
RQ2: What are the perceptions of residents in Enugu metropolis about online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities?
The results show that majority of the residents are skeptical about these online reports. The means indicating that the respondents consider the reports to be, to a large extent, inciting (M = 2.87), biased or sensational (M = 2.84). Whereas a minority of the respondents think individual reports are credible (M = 2.55), informative (M = 2.53), three-quarters of them do not consider them fair (M = 2.46) or objective (M = 2.46).
This is consistent with the findings of Gever and Essien (2019) and Ibrahim (2022) who revealed that framing Fulani herdsmen in Nigerian media is characteristically alarmist, it is biased and is hardly objective. Another strong bias in the media discourse was outlined by Ciboh and Adamu (2017) who shed light on its negative ethnic profiling.
With respect to the Source Credibility Theory, people can believe these reports since they are shared through widely used platforms; however, they can doubt their objectivity due to the tone and the context of repetition. The small averages in fairness show that there is increased public consciousness regarding the sensationalism of those media stories.
RQ3: How do online reports of Fulani herdsmen activities influence insecurity in Enugu metropolis?
The analysis reveals that the fake news on the activities of the Fulani herdsmen has mental psychological and behavioral implications. The mean scores are quite high, which means that fake news boosts fear (M = 3.14) and causes real-life risk-reduction behaviors such as adjusting security measures (M = 3.01), being aware of the family (M = 2.99), and the need to stay away of some places (M = 2.91).
This is according to the Strain Theory (Merton) that proposes that when individuals feel threatened in any way as regards their security, real or imaginary, they become frustrated, and they resort to defensive actions. The disparity between the vision of safety and fearful stories may lead to a response that will contribute to the further decreasing community trust.
Empirically, Adisa (2022) and Okoroafor (2023) identified that accounts of herdsmen which are farfetched are likely to lead to a feeling of panic amongst the community which in turn creates a self-help angle by engaging in activities like vigilantism. One concrete example of the real-life application of a fake news story, resulting in mass hysteria and influencing human behavior, can be seen in the April 2025 Eha-Amufu incident, when an invasion of Fulani militants was reported as a fake news story, but then the police had to refute the news story and calm the local residents due to the panic that ensued.


RQ4: What factors contribute to the way residents react to online news about Fulani herdsmen activities?
The response of residents concerning such online fake news depends mainly on the source credibility (M = 3.07), report tone (M = 3.06) and the individual fear/experience (M = 2.96). Interpretation and reaction are also strongly determined by community history and also friends and family influence.
Scholars Bukarti (2018) and Sarr (2023) have confirmed these trends as they prioritized emotional and situational aspects of consuming fake news in Nigeria. Onoja et al. (2022) also demonstrated that an emotional response is a common reaction of the audience towards the content, particularly in those cases when this content bears some reference to the lived reality or community memory.
This is directly in line with the Source Credibility Theory, which stipulates that a person is more responsive to messages conveyed by perceived credible sources. In the same way, the Strain Theory reveals that fear and frustration brought by the discrepancy between the anticipation of safety and the perception of threat may presuppose the defense response, particularly once supported by personal or community experience.







CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary
This study sought to examine how online fake news on the activities of Fulani herdsmen affected insecurity in Enugu Metropolis. It examined how the residents are exposed to these reports, their perception on the reports, the manner in which they contribute to insecurity, and the determinants that influence people response. The research organization took a descriptive survey design and administered a structured questionnaire to 271 respondents, which was sampled by use of multistage sampling.
The major findings of the study are summarized below:
1. The majority of respondents (90%) are exposed to online news about Fulani herdsmen, especially through Facebook, WhatsApp, YouTube, and X. it was also revealed that the findings show that digital platforms are now major sources of security-related information in Enugu.
2. Most residents perceive the online reports as biased, sensational, and threatening in tone. It was indicated that  70% of the respondents said that the tone is inciting, while only 51% believe the reports are fair and objective.
3. Online fake news has both psychological and behavioral impacts, 78% of respondents admitted that such reports cause fear and anxiety, many residents (71%) reported taking security precautions, and 61% avoid specific locations because of the narratives they see online, these responses show that misinformation contributes to both real and perceived insecurity.
4. Respondents said they are influenced by the source of the report (71%), the tone (61%), personal fears or experiences (58%), history of insecurity in the community (50%), and opinions from friends or family (47%). These findings show that both emotional and contextual factors shape how residents engage with and respond to online fake news.
5.2 Conclusion
This study concludes that online fake news concerning Fulani herdsmen has a significant influence on the perception of insecurity among residents of Enugu metropolis. The findings demonstrate that a large percentage of respondents are not only exposed to fake news on platforms such as Facebook and WhatsApp but also emotionally and behaviorally affected by such content. Although many residents approach the information with some level of skepticism, the emotionally charged and fear-inducing nature of the reports often leads to heightened anxiety, ethnic suspicion, and defensive behavior.
The study affirms that the unchecked spread of online misinformation, especially regarding ethnic groups like the Fulani, contributes to a breakdown in communal trust and escalates social tension. Contributing factors to the spread and effect of such fake news include low levels of media literacy, limited efforts to verify content before sharing, and the virality mechanisms of digital platforms. While not all online content about Fulani herdsmen is false, the prevalence of exaggerated or fabricated narratives fuels fear and reinforces harmful stereotypes, thereby undermining national unity and security.
5.3 Recommendations
1. Considering the fact that 90% of the respondents are exposed to online fake news, it recommend that people be exposed to content that will help them differentiate between real/factual stories and fake news 
2. It is recommended that online news platforms should adopt an Ai based fact checking software to help flag down forced report, while editors should be reoriented to produce stories that are objective and devoid of biase. 
3. Considering the fact that  online fake news has impact on the resident it is recommended that serious effort be put in place by regulatory bodies and media organization to discourage online news sources from posting or uploading fake content.
4. Findings indicated that the tone of report contribute to the fear experience by resident therefore it is recommended that reporters and journalist should tone down the gravity of their report when covering issue of insecurity in Enugu state
5.4 Suggestions for Further Studies
1. A Comparative Analysis of Ethnic-Related Fake News and Its Impact on Intercommunal Relations and National Security in Nigeria.
2. The Impact of Media Literacy on the Perception and Resistance to Fake News in Ethnic and Security Contexts.
3. A Longitudinal Study on the Relationship Between Fake News Consumption and Public Behavior in Nigeria.
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APPENDIX
 
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
Godfrey Okoye University, Enugu
Enugu State, Nigeria
 
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to obtain information for a research project titled “ Influence of online fake news about Fulani Herdmens activities on insecurity in Enugu Metropolis.” The study is strictly for academic purposes, and all responses will be treated with the utmost confidentiality.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Yours faithfully,
Ezeaku Precious Chisom 
GOU/U21/MAC/430




PART B: PSYCHOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements by ticking (✓) the appropriate box.
Key: SA – Strongly Agree | A – Agree | D – Disagree | SD – Strongly Disagree
Awareness of Online Reports on Fulani Herdsmen Activities
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	I am aware of Fulani herdsmen news reports online
	
	
	
	

	2
	Facebook is mostly used to spread such news
	
	
	
	

	3
	WhatsApp groups frequently discuss Fulani herdsmen issues
	
	
	
	

	4
	Websites/blogs constantly report Fulani herdsmen activities
	
	
	
	

	5
	I’ve watched videos about them on YouTube
	
	
	
	

	6
	I read such news on X (formerly Twitter)
	
	
	
	


Perception of Online Reports
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Most reports are inciting and threatening
	
	
	
	

	2
	The reports are usually biased and sensational
	
	
	
	

	3
	The reports are credible
	
	
	
	

	4
	The news is informative
	
	
	
	

	5
	The reports are fair and objective
	
	
	
	





Influence of Online Reports on Insecurity in Enugu Metropolis
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Fake news about herdsmen increases community tension
	
	
	
	

	2
	Online reports increase fear among residents
	
	
	
	

	3
	I have taken security measures based on online reports
	
	
	
	

	4
	My family also takes precautions due to online reports
	
	
	
	

	5
	I avoid certain areas in Enugu due to online reports
	
	
	
	



Factors That Influence Reactions to Online News
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	Source of the news influences my reaction
	
	
	
	

	2
	Tone of the report affects how I respond
	
	
	
	

	3
	Personal experience or fear shapes my perception
	
	
	
	

	4
	Past events or community history affect response
	
	
	
	

	5
	Comments from friends/family influence my views
	
	
	
	






