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Abstract

The quest for democracy and thys e,
pindered by the disruptive influences of m
o coup, the country’s constitution is ys
gdministers the country with decrees ywhi

the development of democracy. In addition, the imposed military decrees
have consistently worked to undermine the majority rule. The Military
ruled for twenty-nine years out of fifty-nine years of independence and the
implication of these extensive years of military rule on democratic
practices, is of course the display of military tendencies in a democratic
arena. Although. the major reasons for the military intervention has
always been to instill discipline, curb corruption and political ineptitude,
in effect, the result has been the enthronement of anarchy. The study
adopted qualitative research design using historical method of analysis,
and largely, secondary sources of data were employed.This paper
examines the effects of the lengthy military rule on Nigeria’s democracy
and to set the conditions necessary for change. Therefore, the paper
recommends that, if democracy is to be developed in Nigeriq,
constitutional as well as policy measures should be adopted to tackle this
issue of democracy administered in a military fashion.

elopment in Nigeria has been
ilitary rule. Each time there was
lly suspended as the military
ch has been a stumbling block to
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woclamaion o \fp.l\\\ e Teedoms iy e pretest of pestoring amd
it .m\.\c\ i the comnty,” Tiye military povernment P W.‘:M 5
weapons Tor sesalving any contlict, 1o fagy, potitical power iv hefd by #
pilitary e, un‘lnm. OUDE form of grmed authority which mmn{ i
not ahect o n‘slmmlx ol (‘lli\‘h\ﬁy acconntable to the t"lun'my ,".‘"M the
pc\\plo lx\\&? :\l}}' ll}‘-h:! o expresy theiy PN and have o salfer dnder the
]\“\\.\uw of militey junta,
Dcmm‘rm‘,\'
Democracy has become @ mueh abused cop epteven s it his gmped a ot
of attention across the globe, Democracy hay been devatued i order b
make QUIRIRANT IR, threatening o those in power or deranding on
anyone.What cx:\flly I democracy and what s its link with the concept of
good i Democratic theory has been mived in an wnresalved
conflict between two meanings, The first conceives democracy as some
kind of poputar power. a Kind of polities in which citizens ase énxu)lml in
self-government and selt-regulation. This perspective holds the view that
democracy has & basic intent and objectives. These utents such s
individual liberty, equality of citizens, Masy media and citizens nght o
ot P themssives:the protection of the rghts of the citizens under the
yule of law, tolerance of opposition, independent judiciary, popular
consuttation andfundamental rights can be vealized within a variety of
processes, Democratic government must be dedicated to the well- being of
the people who should be able to hold leaders accountable and mike them
express their wishes and respond 10 their needs. The second views
democracy as an aid to decision-making, that i, a means of confermnng
authority on those periodically voted into office. Democracy thiough
voling aggregates nterest and expresses policy Ff‘.’fttrcnce.” The emphasis
here is process, those institutions and processes designed to ensure the
happiness of society as a whole not trampling on individuat fiberty.”
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Development

There s 2 penasihve disembadied conception of development which sees
dewelopment in an exclusive economic sense. Within this restricted
economistic consignment of development, development theorists and
pracunioners forget that development is a many sided process. In this
regards the ovenall framing of development challenge is restricted to
nomic process which do not include concerns for ‘the political’. With
Gerelopment conceived in this way, the challenges of development are
stancely defined and analyzed beyond how to generate efficiency in
matagement and increased productivity. In this way, little or no effort is
made to address broad social and political questions that are central to
conflicts.  The failure to appreciate  that development is more
encompassing. and that it involves the totality of human and societal
affairs and hence cannot (and should not) be restricted to the economic
sphere is @ major conceptual and theoretical deficiency."
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1he evidenee s umunul-.mng that economic growth alone cannot biring
shout that steady soctal transformation of a peaple withowt which further

gdvances cannot veear, I fact, we have fo adinit that economic growth, .
will not of itselt be enough 1o accomplish oup development ohjectives, "
Pevelopment thm(‘hliw mvalves a strocturg) transformation of the
cconoiny, societys potities and culture that permits a ve-divection of science
and - technology, the self-generating and self “perpetuating use and
Jdevelopment ol S‘\}‘ peaple’s potentialities and mprovement i the
machinery oF administration and productive institutions, 1o neet the rising
demands of seciety, LEwill also involve widespread education and literacy,
arelatve treedom tron external bondage and elimination of exploitation, »
air and equitable distribution of social wealth and the presence of  ruling
clite that is strong enough to eliminate the corrupt elements in its own
ranks, relatively competent and seriously devoted to public welfare and the
weform of existing Inequalities,"

Briet Exposition of Coups nnd Reasons for Military Intervention in
Politics in Nigeria

The tirst military coup in Nigeria took place on |8 January, 1966, led by
Major Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu, but the then most senior military
officer, Major General JT.U AguiylIronsi later took over position of the
head of state. Since then Nigerin has witnessed six successful military
coups,'™ Many factors were responsible for the January 1S coup which
include regionalization of political parties, intra party rivalry, corrupt
politicians and politicization of the army. The conp plotters saw
themaelves as the instruments of liberation, dedicated to establish a unified
and prosperous nation free from corruption and intermal strife."”

Following the January 1S military coups, was the counter coup organized
by Northern military junta on July 29, 1966 which ushered Lt. Col (later
General) Gowon as head of state.”™ This second coup d’erat brought
division into the army and more confusion into the entire country which
later led to the outbreak of ¢lvil war in July 6. 1967, On 29 July 1975,
Brigadier (later General) Murtaln Muhammed in a bloodless coup took
aver power from General Gowon, General Muhammed was Killed in an
abortive coup led by Lieutenant Colonel B.S Dimka on 13 February 1976
leaving the Chief of Staff, Supreme headquarters, General Qbasanjo to
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continue his progr |:c:150|1.s .f()l' lhlc C(()JlIPVOf 1975 inclyg W
inability of Gowon (0 keep to his p]‘()ll‘llﬁf: to han o'cr”powcr to ci"iliam
on a stipulated date. In :1ddi.li0n. G'OW(’”'? rcﬁ”pc.l‘:s;ﬁ cged to be p, rrg"
with corruption and inflation which crunLI Nlll']r'; . éf in the econg d
Nevertheless, on October. 1979, the Federal Military Governmeng p, 4
by General Olusegun Obasanjo handed over lcadership of Nigeri, , o0

iﬂ t(} 2
,(1cmocrnlic g()VCI'INHCIll.

1y
amme.' The

an in October 1979 lasted for only four yeqy
terminated by another coup on 3| Dccclman
1983, Following the coup. Major General Muhammed BL.lhari' became h

of state. Various reasons accounted for the FOUP'Wh.ICh include, Wiad
spread corruption in government. the astronomical rise in the cost of foo

and other essential goods and the introduction of the alleged Squande
, had little relevance to the needs of

grandiose  projects whicl . ;
people. Though Buhariregime left far reaching landmark events de-qigncdlig

make the socicty more disciplined a'nd' cfﬁcncnt such as War Againg
Indiscipline (WAI.War Against lndlSCIpl'Inc and Corruption (WAIC‘)I
yel,the regime was tyrannical and became insensitive to public opinjgy, 3
However. the bloodless coup that took place on 27 August 1985 broypy

Major General (later General) Ibrahim Babangida as head of state (lat;t
President) and Commander in Chief of the Nigerian Armed Fol'cer
Babangida accused Buhari of failing to revamp the economy, Humasr;
rights abuses are seen to be a phenomenon in various military regimes
This was replicated during Babangida administration which botcheq lﬁé
transition to Civilian rule in 1993, The Presidential election was held gy
was later annulled by regime for no substantive reason”

Civilian rule which beg
three months. before 1t Was

req

Following the annulment of the 12 June 1993, Presidential election, apq
subsequent political upheavals, Babangida was forced to ‘step aside’ for
Chief Shonekan as head of Interim National Government. General Sap;
Abacha came to power on 17 November 1993, having forced Chief
Shonekan to resign as the head of the interim National Governmen;
However. the Abacha administration committed large-scale human rights'
abuses. Some of the abuses included the arrest and imprisonment of Chie'f
M.K.Q Abiola on June 23, 1994 on a charge of treason, having declared
himself president following the annulled election. In addition to that, an
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qualist and Playwright, Ken Sarow;
; .]r()ﬂ'nc : wa, the then
et for the Surv‘wal and the Sovereignty of o leader of
MOV op) wasin 1995 sentenced to death by goni People

e ; hangi | Peo
(MOS s for criticizing the Nigerian governm nging dlongside eight

5 eaders. _ ent for the envj
Jthe infl cted on Ogoni land as a result of oil spillages KEZ: :’r?)'lm'-f"ﬂml
8 se from

gamd€S i ing activities of Shell,?
o drilling .~ However, followi
gani Abacha on June 8. 1998, General Ab(c)i\:ll: 33;111;: ;\ieath of
(he head of state and Commander in Chief of the Armedblt:]bakar
orces.

ameé -
t()",Cccnc:rﬂl Abubakar returned the country (o civilian rule on May 29_ {999,

AD Overview of Military Rule and Development of Democracy i
e oall in
igcl'lﬂ

The prac
considerd

tice of democracy in Nigeria in the last ¢
ble concerns. one of which is the obvious di

admini,«;tered in a military fashion.  The suppogézplgat(;i-?;:;m;acy
dcmonstmted in a democratic sett.mg the political behavio} of act.“ve
combative. attitude rather than dialogue, arbitration, negotiation lvec-i
reconciliation 25 demanded by democratic principles particular] s'an
1999. The democratxc system of government in Nigeria has beez }‘ncc
yifh substantial problems. reminiscences of military rule, W alie?i
witnessed incidences of late UmaruShehu Musa YarAdua’Whe 'uh
military dispatch closed down “This Day Newspaper and Ct?a w1tl
Televisionfor allegedly informing the public that he was likely to resi nnels
account of poor heahh,Thcl President whose ideology had bezome i}:gn n?‘n
of law could not practice it. This is the vestiges of long years of milita e
cule. Besides, it was reported by Sahara Reporters, Néw York 31
September B thus'. “Umaru Yar'adua’s regime displayed its
Aba%ha_“ke tendency when it withdrew the operating license for Channels
TV.”

Also from 1999-2002 the government had consistently indulged in extra
budgetary expenses contrary to section 80(2). (3) and (4) of the 1999
constitution (as Amended), which is a clear violation of the Constitution
which requires going through the due process. Examples include, the
expenditure on the national stadium which was in excess of appropriated
sum, excess expenditure on the National Identity Card from N5.9 billion to
N9.5 billion above the sum approved in the 2001 and 2002 Appropriation

en years has raised
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Acts respectively. The authorization of the purchase of 63 houses ang
furnishing for Ministers in the year 2002 to the tune of N3,019.153 178
without any budgetary provisions in the 2002 Appropriation Act. This
when the National Assembly was not on recess. The principles of c“a,\
budgetary expenditure, a dominant phase of the democratic settingis bmra
lepacy of profligacy bequeathed to the civilian regime by former mij;y, a
rovernment. In a democratic dispensation. such must give way to budger,
that seriously addresses the crisis of grinding poverty in the midst 0;-
plenty. Sometimes  between April and July 2002, the then pfehidcm
Obasanjo amended the capital provisions of the 2002 Appropriation Act
byreducing the capital budget to 44% without forwarding the said
amendments to the National Assembly for passage in violation of section
80(4) of the 1999 constitution and be that as it may. such act amounts ¢,

gross misconduet.”

On November 20, 1999, he authonized the deployment of military troops 1
‘Qdi*.Bayelsa State to massacre innocent citizens without recourse to the
National Assembly contrary to section 217 (2) C of thel999 constitutiop
which requires first for some conditions to be prescribed by an Act of the
National Assembly for the use of the military in that regard."*The event in
Odi cannot be isolated from the larger crisis in the Niger Delta which hgye
their root in the histoncal political ahenation, economic deprivation,
physical brutalization and psychological traumatization of the people by an
oppressive Nigerian state and exploitative multinational corporations. Thys
President Obasanjo’s handing of the crisis, as exemplified by hjs
unconstitutional and reckless deployment of troops to Odi, has beep
L‘Ojl}i.\[CllI with the oppressive philosophy of governance of erstwhile
military dictators which conceives of force as the basic strategy for
resolving social and political problems. This is contrary to democracy

dictates which would emphasize dialogue and popular participation in the
-

quest for a just and lasting solution.”

In the year 2001, President Obasanjo without lawful ‘autherity authorized
the deployment of military troops to ‘ZakiBiam® (Benue State) which
Occnsiql1cd the murder of innocent citizens and the destruction of
properties, contrary to section 217(2) C of the 1999 constitution as

Il
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- ended whicl‘1 requires firstly fo'r some conditions to be prescribed b

Act of the National Assembly for the use of military in th‘i:l re a'rd' “yT:n
«oldiers shot dead more than 100 people in ZakiBiam in ccﬁtm!gNi eria “c
October 12. In addllu?n to that. Troops were also repoted fa It -
Jestroyed numerous hunlf!ingw. According to Ampiesty lllt:‘:hﬁﬁnm:f P:ﬁ
Release. .-'Th..:r_c was no imminent danger to the life of soldiers who took
part in this military operation. It can only be described as a Killing spree™ ™

Another illustration of democracy administered in 2 military fashion was
ably demonstrated under the Obasanjo's administration during the cases of
impeachments.  The - Federal  governiment raised the  allegations
.ubstantiated and adjudicated it. It consisted in the main of: raise mé
allegations. pretend not to know what the Constitution prescribed In such
matters, invite the Economic and Financial Crime Commission(EFCC) o
,ubstantiate the allegation no matterhow vague, pick up somie officials of
(he statelegislature to sign impeachment notices, or throw them into jail,
create @ semblance of insccurity in the place, set the place ready for
emergency rule, sponsor protests against the governor, hold-up state fiscal
allocation, sponsor some indigene of the state often those with political
ambitionto speak against the governor, take away some members of the
legislature indoctrinate them andbring them to the assembly under arm
escort to effect the impeachment. This was the scenarioused against DSP
Alamesieaya in 2005, and Joshua Dariye in 2006, former Governors of
Bayelsa and Plateau states respectively. The explanation for the nbove
Jituation is derived from the low level of potitical cultuse which Nigeria
belong."'

Furthermore, Nigeria's use of brute force to stem the agitation of Pro-
Biafra protesters and killing of helpless and armless IPOB members on
September 10, 2017 under Muhammadu Buhari administration are
violations and infringements of civic rights associated with the military
rule. One of the tenets of democracy is the recognition of the right to
agitate and to demonstrate in order to be heard, As the *‘Operation Python
Dance’ unfolded, it became a tale of terror, bloodshed and tears. Armliess
youths who fell into the net of the Nigerian Army in Isiala Ngwa Local
Government Area of Abia State were subjected to unimaginable cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. The gory video clips that went viral on
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the internet portraying young men compelled to swim in a muddy pong
vividly revealed the abysmal contempt of human dignity exhibited by the
Nigerian Army. To ensure that their atrocities were not reported in he
media. the military invaded the secretariat of the Nigeria Union of
Journalist. Abia State Chapter on 12" September 2017, without the
slightest provocation and traumatized the journalists carrying out thejr
legitimate duty.”

In addition. President Muhammadu Buhari, whose deputy, Professor Yem;
Osibanjo is a law professor, has shown a spectacular disdain for the courts,
On January 25. 2019. the President suspended the Chief Justice of Nigerig,
Walter Onnoghen in an unconstitutional move and replaced him on the
same day. Onnoghen was charged with operating secret accounts with
millions of U.S dollars undeclared. In addition, he communicated to
lawyers. including the now-suspended judge. that the “rule of law must be
subject to the supremacy of the nation's security and national interest."¥
Another illustration of militarized act in a democratic space was the
military invasion of Azaghene community in Bayelsa state on July 23,
2019. The armed troops looted properties. raped women and burnt down
houses in the community after chasing away residents including the
traditional ruler, Awame Festus Oru. While the brutal killing of the two
soldiers and the kidnap of another soldier is condemnable, the barbaric
military invasion and the unleash of mindless attack on unarmed people in
the name of security erodes democratic principles.™

Likewise. on June 7. 2019. the National Broadcasting Commission
suspended the license of Daar Communication Plc, owner of the African
Independent Television (AIT) and Ray Power FM. a key opposition figure,
mainly for the use of divisive and inciting contents from the social media.
The suspension was not only an affront on the freedom of press but also on
speech as enshrined in the constitution in a democratic setting. It is a
throwback to the years of military dictatorship.“Thus, the political
behavior of the supposed statesmen in a democratic setting has, however,
come at very grave costs to the nation’s democracy, as the militaristic
handling of crises has resulted in excessive use of force; and egregious
human rights violations. Their commitment. inclusion and absorption into
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olitics after their retirement f‘rom the armed forces ang their desire to
continué N the part of democratic career attests to this claim :

X Conclusion / Recommendations

The dcmocratlc.prmcmles ar_ld tenets infused by the military rule are
generally defective and deficient for a viable democratic governance to
fourish. The quest .folr Qemocmtic development in Nigeria has been
yindered by disruptive influences of military rule. Therefore, it is
tructive to note that democracy can only develop when democratic key
salues or morms such as freedom. equality, inclusion, equity, equity,
«clfare, negotiation and compromise are embedded in Nigeria political
culture.

The development of democracy in Nigeria must involve a shift in political
culture, @ transition from instrumental to principled commitment to the
democratic tenets, a growth in trust and cooperation among the political
competitors and a socialization of the civic society. This can be achieved
through both deliberative efforts and the practice of the democracy in
politics and civil society. Democratic consolidations must involve a shared
qsormative and behavioral commitment to the specific rule and practice of
the country’s constitutional system, the major catalyst that will concretize
the democracy in Nigeria and instill an enduring transparent and viable
pcople-oricnted governance. The press as the backbone of any democracy
should be independent, professional and responsible in their duty to inform
(he citizenry, criticize and stimulate debate and expose the politicians to
(he society for reactions. Democracy should be based on its values: the
sctors should learn these from the Democratic principles. to replace the
military ethos, which they display with recklessness in the democratic
environment. In fact, a center for democratic studies should be established
for potential politician to undergo scholarly training on democratic values,

norms and principles.
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