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{DSCAPE .
{CHITECTURE:
Profession and - '
Iscipline fora '

leveloping Country, .
arry N. Oblefune, MLA,

lapariment of Architecture
Iniversity of Lagos, = v

NTRopucTionN . " 0 U

ot

he unplanned, chaotic urban - -

irawth, population explosion, | .-

rollution, misuse of aur natural -,

ind man -made resources to date
8 presently (and or the near

uture) posing far -reaching
:hallenges to environmental .
designers In a developing country
such as ours. Demographle
statistics of the FAO show that '
80% of the Increase In the world's’
papulation presently occurs in the
developling countrles: Aligned to -
this are urban drift, neglected rural
areas, overcrowding and °
envlronmental degradation In the
urban areas (PLA, 1987). The
search therefore for quality urban
and rural environments or
landscapes, balance of carrying
capacity, proper use or land,
productivity and blomass
production are cruclal
dovelopmental Issues deserving
maximum attention and concerted
efforts of all environmental’
designers In the developing
countries. Landscape architecture
Is a profession and discipline
crucial to solving growth problems
while Improving both the quality of
life and anvironment.

There Is reason to suspect that the

devalopment of the environmental
design fleld In this country was led
by people whose background,
tralning and professional
experlence omitted due
recognition of or tralning In -
landscape architecture. This Is
because Ignarance of landscape
architecture both as a profession
and disclpline coupled with
insensltivity to landscape values
have pervaded both the university
curricula and the practice of

environmental design In the past
years. ‘

This essay Is an attempt to explain
briefly what the profession and
discipline entails. In explalning,
rellance In made on the:

* experience of the developed

natlons. However, ts relevance lo
our developmental process Is
subsequently addressed briefly.

The alm of the essay Is multiple.
First a frightening level of
misunderstanding of landscape -
archltecture exists among many
educators and practitioners of -
allled deslgn professions. Allied to
this Is that policy makers are also |
shaded from the relevance of the
profession to thelr existence and
national development.. Secandly
and most importantly, the
profession suffers a confused
public Image Landscape architects
are often thought of as people who
plant flowers or beautify houses
for the rich. .

The essay Is thérefore to educate
allled deslgn educators and
professionals alike, policy makers
and students. It Is geared towards
lassening fears rooted In
Ignorance and establish that the
task of building quality '
environments Is a co-operative
.multi-discip'inary venture.

AS A PROFESSION

Although, the European -
renalssance landscape gardens,
landscape art and parks predated
modern landscape architecture,
the formal birth of the profession
In the western world Is accredited
to Frederick Law Olmstead, an
Amerlcan. It was he who In 1861
signed, for this first time, his name
over the title '‘Landscape Architect’
on his deslgn for the Central Park,
New York (Osmundson, 1965). In
addition to city parks, Olmstead
planned urban open space
systems, city traffic patterns,
layouts, unlversity campus, privata
estates and was actively Involved
In the conservation movement. All
these he cilled landscape
architecturs,

.

From this suspicious beglnnings,
the profession had dwersnﬁed in
scope to match its goals with the
needs and problems In societies
and the global environment. For
example, Hubbard and Kimball
refered to itin 1917 as "primarily a
fine art, whose most important
function Is to create anfi preserve
beauty In the surroundings of
human habitations and in the
boarder natural scenery of the
country; but is also concerned with
promoting the comfort,
convenlence and health of
populations, which have scanty
access to rural scenery and
urgently need to have their
hurrying workday lives refreshed
and calmed by the beautiful and
reposeful sights and sounds which
nature aids by landscape ar, can
abundantly provide” (Laurie,
1978). Similarly, Garret Eckbo In
1950 defined landscape
architecture as "that portton of the
landscape which is developad or
shaped by man beyond buildings,
roads or utilitles and up to wild
nature designed primarily as
space for human living™. Further,
he said, "it Is the establishment of
relations between buildings,
surfacing and other outdoor
construction, earth, rock forms,
water bodies, plants and open
space, and the general form and
character of the landscape; but
with the primary emphasis on the
human content, the relationship
between people and landscape,
between human beings and
three-dimensional outdoor space
quanlitatively and qualitatively”

Today, despite these definition
and growth, the profession has not
shifted markedly from that offered
by Olmstead. To buttress this, the
American Soclety of Landscape
Architects, ASLA recently in its
handbook defined the profession
as a 'science and art' which
"embraces those professional
aclivities relating to systematic
planning of land areas, the design
of outdoor places and spaces of
utility and beauty; the conservation
of our natural resources and the
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crealion of a more useful, safe and
pleasant living environrnent, based
on the operalive physical
characterislics, social, philosophic
and economic values and man as
part of nature not superior”, (ASLA
1977). Other professions such as
Archilecture, Engineering and City
planning, ASLA noted, equally
deal with man-made relationships
lo the environment. However,
Landscape architecture Is the only
design profession which concerns
itself with understanding, the
environment and with the physical
problems of designing the

outdoors and spaces between
buildings to aptimize functional
and aesthetic effectiveness along
with protecting the environment.
The fundamental difference with
say, Architecture is that the
medium of landscape architecture,
the landscape, is dynamic. It is
capable of growth and change.
Professional Activities and
Scope
The profession had since 1968
being recognised as an
independent one by the
International Labor Office (ILO) in
Geneva.
In spite of the diversification on the
professlon over the years in the
developed countries, three
categories of professional
activitles are clearly discernible.
These include landscape planning
and assessment, site planning,
and detailed landscape design
(Laurie, 1978).7

Landscape assessmentinvolves
as the systematic evaluation off
large land areas in terms of
suitability or capability for likely
future use or uses. The land area
may coincide with an
administrative future use or uses.
The land area may coincide with
an administrative unit such as
local government or stata. Usually
however, itinvolves a
physiographic/ecological reglon
such as the basin or watershed of
a major river or major fores! zone
such as the rain forest.
Sometimes, assassment focusses

fO AARCHES SEPTEMBER, 1985

e )iV
instead on the Impact of i3 OF oy
development proposals ot
(e.g.Mainldnd Bridge, Steel 20 - "'
Complex on the environment; or It
may Involve the selection of land -
suitable for a specific use. "'T:-l“ .
Site planning Is a process In’-}“.’.h],‘:h.'
the analysls of the site and P
programme requirements are ™ |
synthesized with imagination and ‘
crealivity Into a proposal for site
development, usually called site . L
plan. In this, programme elementsl
or facllities are located . 4~ ©-
diagrammatically and cunnected- -
with each other and to the. ‘b L "
surrounding areas in a manner <"
responsive to the intended: bul.c.iv
aesthelics, oppoitunities and -
constraints of the site'and Its: !
context. One of the primary alms =
in so doing Is the establishment of{
spatial connections between =
buildings and the outdoor spaces,
between various use areas; the
arrangement of elements and
allocation of areas to various,. !
functions and space needs withiv
the limits of the site. Coupled with
this is the resolution of conflicts of ,
functions such as circulation, -
needs uses or site systems. .. .

Detailed landscape dasign which -
is an extenslon of site planning Is' -
a process through which a speclfic!
forms and quality are givento the ..
diagrammalic spaces and areas of
the site plan (Laurie 1975). Itis the
selection of forms, components,
materials and plants and thelr . "
combination as concrete solutions ,
to specific problems within the site -
plan. Spaecifically, it deals with
surfaces, edges, visual

relationship technology and” ., "

indeed, all decisions and defalls .
which are necessary for slte plan *

LV
i _'.:.,‘Ur.-
interrelationship exists between - ::..;
these three areas of professional, . |
activity. The reglonal landscape. is/«
the conlext for the site, while the it
site'ls the frame work of the..., -

[

actualization,
Itls pertinent to add that an:

detalled design. On the othgr:
hand, certaln large landscape i
planning decislons will draw on the

T -

understanding of dbfafted 3EUAA S
and technologyAdd Si{fhg TAth s A
Practitionersithatelpreineetidoq 5,

understand these £gples, iniordes
to perform any, of them

With dug,
sensitivity and ras’pohgm{w}‘v‘ﬂ (]

Emergent afeas of attivify Iitthe .
profession.within.theipast.twont O
decades include-environmental )
conservation, hlslg‘r}% Uunpmv.\
preservation, urban renewal,
remote:sensing applicationands!7
computer aided design. In'thése
areas, landscape architects elther
coroperate with:other - -
professionals and experis.orwork
in a multi-disciplinary team.: .+

The Professiona! Landscépe ="'’

h ot Bl L L el
Archltect_‘ TR a L LE3 (PR vl { I T E]

A land scapa arghitectis not a..c .
person whasRlpots oyets: HeJs:y
a landscape prgfessiongl gy
The role of the professiohald s vu
landscape-architact is aptly vir. «irl
summed up by Garrett Eckbo ¢1itic
when he said that#Ailand'scapa’+»
architect Is a deslgner.and-:u ;icdia
supervisor of outdoor developmeént:
and a consultant on suchs it w1 BE
problems. In common practice, he
fills in the gap between the work of
the architect, the engineer and
nature. He creates outdoor : sut .,
spaces, sequences-and syl vub
continulties of expererice and in "!":
the process tles up all loose ends
and makgs all necessary - .-
connections. He iImproves
relations between people and ! b «
environment'and: s the/physlcalv
lialson betweety thancand-nature™ v
(Eckbo, 1965)‘:_5;”-,1;_,'.'_"‘_-')"#1;; Lie whd
In his.professionalpractice; the'o! !
landscape architect'tiek to'fit his*!-
designs Into’thé contéxt of a'giveh: -
environment/givingidug v ©ioey
cognizance'totHe physidal s uoniat
problems of adjustiiiy:all drehs of * -
the environmient td'obtalng &'t v
maximum functional‘and desthetic
effectiveness; while‘preserving * - -*
and'enhancing'the essencd’of the
natural environment: T6'46-this: '
he possessi(oris expected td"~ -
possess) certdln’dualltigs: First, te
has or ought+tohave 4'sefsitive
abllity to observe and comprehend
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character, potential,
astralnts and operative

,nvlrcnmcmm processes of any
site. Tied 10 this is his
understanding of the needs,
seslres and responses of pecple
who might use his campleted
design. A second and very
important quality Is his capability
1o communicale graphically and
otherwise, his observations,
concepls and proposals lo others
who are unaware.

Landscape architects are basically
emplayed eitherin privale praclice
cr government service. In private
practce, he may be a principal or
an associate In an
interdisciplinary firm of
professicnals, Or he may be an
employee in a Landscape
architectural firm, archltectural,
engineering or development firm.
In this country, while a few
Indigenous landscape archilecls
are in privete practice, a handful
more are in government service.
Invoived In private practice ara
such professional at O.l. Fasusi,
E. N. Akah and B.C. Uwasomba.
The state and Federal government
agencies which currently employ
at least one qualified landscape
architect include NIPOST, FCDA,
Eenue State Housing Agency, Imo
State Open Space Development
Commission and Planning Unit,
Cgun State University.

Ancther area of prafessional
practice Is In education. Here, the
landscape architect performs the
role of a teacher, deslgn critic and
consultant. He talks and writes
about landscape design wilh
occasional demonstration or
researches,

As no degree programme In
landscape architecture currently
exists in any Nigerian Unlversity,
the very few LA's In academics
teach either in the depariments of
urben planning or architecture.
These include J.B. Falade cf the
Department of Urban and
Raglonal Planning, OAU, lle-lfe,
UA. Awuzie of Department of
Architecture. Imo State University

and the author of the Depariment
of Architeclure, University of
Lagos.

Range of Professional Services

The range of services which the
landscape architect may provide a
client includes any or 2/l of the
following® consulung, feasibifity
sludies, reqgional studies, project
planning, master planning, site
planning, urban design, detziled
design and construction
supervision.

The process which he employees
in working with the clientis
generally as follows:
a. Brief, preliminary visit to
client and/or site,
b. Preliminary drawings 2ncd
estimates.
c. Master/site plan.

d. Working drawings,

specifications, bids and
contracts documents (working
drawings will include,
grading/drainage plan, layout
plan, planting plan, construction
details o1 roads walks, steps
benches, drains elc.)

e. Construction supervision.

Projects in which the landscape
architect is involved vary in size
and scope. On a smallest scale,
he designs pocket parks,
residential/office grounds and
gardens to obtain desirable unity
between indoor and outdoor
living/working spaces. On a large
scale, he plans recreational area
at municipal, state and nationz|
levels, He ceollaborates in the
design and development of
neighborhoods and residential
layouts, towns, housing projecls.
shoppling centers, schools,
hospitals, highways and parkways
, resorts, sports centers, airpors,
civic and community centres,
Industral establishments and
industral parks, beach-frent
recreaticn. botanical gardens,
histeric sites and monuments.
Mineland reclamation, reclamation
of erosional sites. environmental
conservation, urban

renewal/tistons presersaticr
gisual resaurce anatysis and

frenarerr Bl ang et

impac! stalerents are 4ome of tre
ernergert 21eat of rreleng ey

- (] d -
sersdces nthe pasl two cetace
the deyelnped countries

The ertent to which landscape

architen's both "r‘(::'- and
-

Ingigenous

Rlahial

-
-

performed professional roles
1, ||.Z: - ‘H"Fbl p-.-i!‘p: ;"‘
obserse de, trained
landscane desgners are too few
and too recer! ts have made
significant impact on lzndscape
design in Migera. 'nstead, their
contricutions nave been |n recent
large sczle developments such 25
University campuses, housing
estates, contempaorary urban
parks, and estates for private
individuals and governmant
a2gencies. Notable 2m

was the work of M. La

between 1358 and 1%
development of the fo

s said to have
ern landscage
a was a3 landeczpe
tharvwell Fry, Drew,
Orake and Ladsun, the consuntant
architects for University campus
19€8)." Ancther major
e found in the Obafemi
niversity, lle -lfe whose
nensiye master plan and
a

-~

landscape development plan were
prepared in 1955 by the
f -

Architecture emyresiy i
amrgmeapefichiasiuie

University of Wisconsin, Madison,
USA. The successful

implementation of this plan has avnad
the campus the accolade of one of
the most beautiful campus in

Africa.

Perhaps, the most recent
outstanding, but hardly known
ribution is in the planning of
Abuja, the new Federa! capita
terntory. Part of the consuftants
IPA, which planned the terntory
was the firm of Wallace, Moharg,
Roberts and Todd, Inc. a firm of
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landscape architects, architects
and planners, One of lheir
cireclors, T.A. Todd, was in
charge of site evalualion and city
sile selection, concepl planning,
urban design, master planning and
community services planning.
Failhful implementation of the plan
vall eventually expose the
cornmanding landscape input.
Lamentably, all these projecls
were performed by foreign
landscape architects,

There are no doubl scattered and

* less-well known worked ol
landscape architects like the early
parks of Eriugu designed by B.C.
Uwasomba and Owerri
Beaulification projects by F. Qkite
of Open Spaces Commission. But
for the most part, indigenous LA's
are grossly under-utilized and are
hardly given opporiunity to make
meaningful impact on the urban,
regional and national landscape.
Their practice of the profession is
largely haunted by:

limited awareness on the part
of decision-makers and the
public on the role of landscape
architeclure in urban and
material development.

the edipsing dominance of
environmental design
endeavour by architects and
engineers.

AS A DISCIPLINE

What prepares the potential
landscape architect for these
professional roles discussed?
Educalion of course.
Undergraduate first professional
degree programmes prepare
graduate to apply the appreciation,
knowledge of interrelationships
between land water, plants and
humans to the skillful development
of land for efficient use and
pleasant spaces.

In the Unlted States and Canada
for example, speclalized
programmes operale both at the

32 AARCHES SEPTEMBER, 1995

bachelor's and master's level. The
bachelor's level, options exist for
either a Bachelor of Science
(BSLA), usually earned after 4
years of a study, or a Bachelor of
Landscape Architecture, eamed
usually after 5 years of study. Al
the post-graduate level, Master of
Landscape Architecture MLA)
may be earned. The duration
however varies from two, three or
more years. This is depandent on
whether the candidate had a
requisite background such as
BSLA, BLS or B.Arch. or must
develop basic competence

"equivalent to these beforq

underiaking study at the higher
level. :

In these circumstances,
programmes may vary because of
interest, specialties of the faculty
coupled with the resources of the
schoal. In spite of the variations,
these programmes include as their
core components which develop
compelence and expertise in
design communication,
construction, plant malerials,
ecological principles and
horiculture. In addition, they
emphasize the influence of
physical social and behavioural
sciences,

Generally accepted elements of
these first professional degrees
programmes cater for these areas,
namely (ASLA, 1975):

a. History of landscape
architecture

b. Theory and phllosophy of
landscape architecture ]

¢. Basic design

d. Delineation or Rendering

e. Surveying and/or civll
engineering

f. Landscape architectural
design

g. Professional practice

h. Landscape architectural
construction

Plant materials and/or Ecology
Planting design

i.
J
k. Reglonal analysls and design

;1. Comprehensive landscape
architectural exarcises.

m. Remole sensing/aerial
photo interpretation and
computer applications.

Companents of the MLA
programme elaborate on these
areas al higher levels of inquiry.
However, some postgraduale
programmes offer studies leading
to specialization In site design,
landscape planning and
conservallon, research aspects of
landscape architecture, historic
preservation and computer
applications, This specialization
culminates Into a deslgn thesis,

The International Federation of
Landscape Architects (IFLA) In its
policy on educalion set the
following educalional criteria (IFLA
1987): :

a. For entry to undergraduate

professional education, the
candidate should have attalned
educalionat standard necessary
for entry to a university.

b. For Postgraduate education,
the student should have a
recognized first degree or
diploma from a University (or
equivalent Institution) or have
met the final qualifying
examinalicn of a national
assoclation of landscape
archlitects. '

¢. Undergraduate professional

education should be the
equivalent of at lsast four years
of full time study.

d. Postgraduate education
should be two years full time
study after recsipt of

baccalaureate, gl first unlversity
degree. oy

e. Required courses should be
offered in

Landscape
Analysis/Planning/Deslign;

Deslign Implementation,
prcfessional practice and
History/Theory.
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f. Elactlve courses should be -
offered in Soclal and Economic
2Studies, Blological Sclences,
Horticulture, Geclogy and rot
Agronomy, 1o e e

g. Opfimal ‘courses s‘hould “'""_
address such;subjects'as "'
landscape management, urban’.
sadministration or recraallon e
planning. 3. Lol
h'Perlod’ nfprachca[ e

experienca shou?d‘complimant
- acaderfic'studies. " -

i. Academic programmes must*
:include:colrses offered by '
faculty with landscape ' 1+ © o'
architectaral practice =~ =+ " -
experience, and In appropriate *:
cases these Indlviduals be ..:¢!

.ancouraged to contlnue practlca
whilé teaching (!) o

j- The graduale should spend at
least two years.under '
supstvision while galning varlad
prnfasslonal axpaﬁance bafore
being eligible for alectlon as a
professlonal _
LI.CENSURE OR
PROFESSIONAL
REGISTRAT!DN

Edun;ahon 'aloné d does not confer.a-

professional status to the graduate

landscape architacl Licensure or -

reglistration: atong ‘with requisite

educallon cconfers the graduate the.

statutory recognluon to practice as.
a professlonal. Lggd b

All professional operate undar a’
code of ethics. These ethnics seek
to safeguard and.protect the public
health, safely and welfare in

accordance with the natlonal laws

gulding professional conduct and
praclice. It is these laws that
dictates that lhose occupatlon.
which affecl public health, safely
and welfare be licensed.
Moreover, licensure all over the
world has become a yardstick for
competence in ‘the design -
profession in particular, ./
Landscape architecture as a °
design proféssion therefore falls”
within the ambit of registration iur
professional practice;

Criterla for registration differ
slightly In various countries. The
IFLA policy mentioned above
stipulate two years of pupillage
after four years of first professional
degree béfore eligibility for
registration. In Britain, recognized
education, pupillage and
experience from the requirements.
In the US; though slight varlations
occur between states, recognised
edudation, experlence and a
professlanal qualifying
examination (UNE) are required.
While mést states require 2 years,
a few require up to 4 years of
experience after a recognizad
four-year degree to qualify for the
examination. Considerable
number of states require only one
year experience for S-years
programme or for a master's
degree (MLA) for qualification for
the examination. The examination
Itself covers history, professional
practice, deslgn (theory and
performance). design
Implemenlation plant materials
and planting design. (AELA 1975).°
A PROFESSION AND

DISCIPLINE RELEVANT TO
NIGERIA

Islandscape architecture a

prafession and discipline relevant
to the néeds of a developing
nation siich as Nigeria? Certainly.
Literaturé, activities of IFLA and a
..few'exér'nples of specific -
development notes will underscore
this.

In explaining the interest of
landscape architects in developing
countries, Sruckmeyer, the
supervising Landscape Architect
for the OAU, Master Plan said,
"lhes? countries are engaging in
massiva .... construclion of
Innumerable educational
institutions, industrial projects,
expanslon of urban areas and
development of new agricultural
programmes, In most cases,
development will be accomphshed
without regard to the critical
exisling natural and cultural
resdurce systems which will be
essen!ia! for future human

existence” (Struckmeyer 1971). Il
was lhis same concern that
prompted IFLA to set up a task
force on 'Landscape Architecture
and the Developing countries in
1885. The same year, its president
undertook 2 UNESCO sponsored
trip to Lagos and Abuja, and then
to Malawi, to seek ways of
establishing Landscape
architecture, This was widely
reparted on television and the
daily newspapers (Vanguard,
Tues, Feb. 26, 19_35).

Landscape architecture is relevant
to Nigeria in all areas of
professional activities discussed
earlier. However, few specific
examples of pressing areas of
impertance include landscape
planning and assessment, site
planning and detailed design,
urban design and environmental
conservation.

Landscape Planning and
Assessment: *Nation-wide there
is not really a shortage of land and
its resources. Instead, growth
pressures have created scarcity of
land and sprawl in specific areas.
Rather than creating buildable
land by filling the wetlands or
leveling the hills, we should
located growth in areas where
resource can match it.

Analysis and assessment of urban
landscape, potential urban and
rural as well regional landscape,
will enahle us identify land
capabilities and constraints.
Consequently, these will provide a
guide to areas of urban growth,
Conversely, these will lend to the
preservalion of those critical
resources of our natural
environment (e.g. wetlands,
aquifers, urban greenbell,
agricultural and forest lands)
which are critical to our continued
survival. The net effect of
landscape planning for our cilies
would be development of
standards and policies that
promote improved quality of

environment desirable in those
cities.
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site Planning and Detailed
Design: Wilh the crowded
conditions, expanding urban
concrete jungles with their heat ,
limited open space for recreation,
socializalion and community
identity, the greening of tha urban
centers, the provision of public
parks and recreation areas are of
urgent necessity, Landscape
archilects can be made use of in
planning and design of appropriale
parks, open spaces and
recreational areas for recreation
apd ventilation, Similarly, they
could collaborate in the design of
shopping centers, residential
layouls, medical centres,
neighbourhood centers elc. fo
create spalially more functional
and pleasing environments.

Urban Design/Renewal: The
visual quality and physical hazards
atlendant to our city streets are
symptomalic of our uncontrolled
urban development, Through strict
application and adherence to
urban design practices, urban
streets are meant to offer dually
pleasing but safe environments to
their users. Landscape architects
can collaborate in designing
parkways, pedestrian zones,
restructuring and creating
atlractive landscapes on suitable
city streets.

Environmental Conservation:
Desert encroachment, gully
erosion and loss of lop soil are
issues which have consumed
considerable attention and money
in the last few years. Largely, they
are issues requiring
multi-disciplinary solutions.
Landscape architecture is relevant
to those solulions not just in terms
of physical conservalion
measures, but in identifying these
Ianlduse and development
practices which engender‘ these
catastrophes with increasing
surface mining activities, mineland
reclamation will be of grave
concern in the coming years.
Landscape design praclices are
crucial to this concern, esp’emall_y
in terms of adaplive re-use of mine
sites.

The recent promulgation of
environmental protection decree '
and the setling up of an, P
Environmental Protection Agency
may signify the dawnof -+ .u.
environmenlal conservation in this.
country. Landscape architects with
other professionals and experts : .
are relevant in drawing up relevant
conservation guidelines. More
importantly, they will become
increasingly involved through the
agency in impact assessment on
natural/man-made landscapes as
well as on crilical environmental
resources. .

existing plans In that respact by
any unlversity.such as University
of Lagos will materalize soon Itig
hoped however, that well placed
and sympathetic Individuals or .
organizations may Initiate the
meve through endowment,

As educators, our small
contribution will be to strive for the
Incluslon of landscape
architectural courses where they
are lacking in existing
environmental design programmes.

CONCLUSION

Man depends.on the land and on
the balance of nature for his
survival and enrichment. He Is
dependent on land resources for
food, oxygen, water, even for -
shade and screen. The proper use
of ‘and resources to house, feed
and support our teaming
population Is a onerous task .
hardly acclaimed but confronting
-this country for now and In the
coming decades. Haphazard
urkan development, piacemeal
and uncharted rural development
will only compound the task.

Landscape architecture as a
profession and discipline whose
theory and practice are rooted In
man's Interdependence with
nature, in cruclal towards our
reshaping positively our living
environments and landscape for
today and the future. The
necessary first step is the
establishment of a professional
degree programme In a Nigerian
University, This will ba coupled

with the teaching of basic courses -
in Landscape architecturs In all
environmental design and !

planning curricula in higher
insfitutions, )

REFERENCES

», 1. American Soclety of Land scape !
Architects (ASLA) 1977.LANDSCAPE
ARCHI‘I’ECTURE HANDBOOK OF
PRQFESSIONAL PRACTICE . ASLA, -
Mclean, Virginla, . C

2. Behnke, Willlam, 1974, *GROWTH -
IMPACT ON THE PROFESSION®IN
NATIONAL,GROW!’H'. A spectal Repari
of tha ASLA Yask Force on National '
Growth ASLA, Mclean Va. 139147,

Education: As reported both by
IFLA news and Vanguards Feb

26, 1985, the sole aim of IFLA
presidents visit in 1985 was to
seek avenues for the
establishment of a degree
programme in a Nigeran :
university. Sadly, four years after
Lagos State University, Obafemi
Awolowo University confirmed
their intention and University of
Lagos expressed its strong
intention, not a single programma -
has been established.

If our environmental design
schools share the view that in
today's complex environment, the
\raining of environmental
designers should be geared
lowards the design of atotal
environment, then, this training |
should of necessity include the
development of professionals
versed in a wide range of
disciplines which culminate in the
built environment. Landscape
architecture is one of such -
discipline. A programme of study
in al least one Nigerian University
should form par of that total
training. Such a programme is of
urgent necessity.

Apart [rom propagaling _
understanding of theory, practice
and role of landscape architecture
in our national development, the
programme will save the need for
potential students to seek training
overseas, especially for the first
professional degree. With
dwindling funding, itis doubtful if _

"\
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[lhr:rz:,:,}:]r: ::::rl;:::;:l:;}:;g:':}nmg fht ‘p(m!cssion had divcr.‘?‘ilicd in scope to match its goals with
e e let societies and the global environment, For example, Hubbard and
Kimball referred (o itin 1917 as “primarily a fine art, whose most important function is to create
and preserve bf:auly' In the surroundings of human habitations and in the broader natural scenery
ot the country; bu[ 1t 1s also concerned with promoting the comfort, convenience and health of
p”pum“{mj‘"‘ which have scanty access 1o rural scenery and urgently nced to have their hurrying
uurkdayf lives refreshed and calmed by the beautiful and reposeful sights and sounds which
. mdc‘_j by landscape art can abundantly provide” (Laurie, 1978). Similarly, Garrett Eckbo
in 1960 defined landscape architecture as * that portion of the landscape which is developed or
-"hi‘l"-'d‘h}’ man, beyond buildings, roads or utilitics and up to wild nature, designed primarily as
space 'Inr human living”. f urther, he said “it is the establishment of relations between buildings,
?‘1f‘ﬂc{f18 and other outdoor construction, carth, rock forms, water bodies, plants and open space
including the general form and character of the Jandscape but with the primary emphasis on the
human content, the relationship between people and landscape, between human beings and the
three dimensional outdoor space quantitatively and qualitatively” (Laurie, 1978 p. 9).

loday, despite these definitions and growth, the profession has not shifted markedly from that
offered by Olmsted. To buttress this, the American Society of Landscape Architects, ASLA
recently in its handbook defined the profession as a ‘science and art’ which ‘embraces those
professional activities relating to the systematic planning of land areas, the design of outdoor
places and spaces of utility and beauty, the conservation of our natural resources and the creation
of a more uscful, safe and pleasant living environment, based on the operative physical
characteristics, social, philosophic and cconomic values and man as part of nature not superior’
(ASL.A, 1977). Other professions such as Architecture, Engineering and city planning ASLA
noted, equally deal with man-made relationships to the environment. However, landscape
architecture is the only design profession which concerns itself with understanding the
environment and with the physical problems of designing the outdoors and spaces between
buildings to optimize functional and aesthetic effectiveness along with protecting the
environment, The fundamental difference with say, Architecture is that the medium of landscape
architecture, the landscape is dynamic. It is capable of growth and change.

Professional Activities and Scope

The profession had since 1968 being recognized as an independent one by the International
Labour Office (11LO) in Geneva. In spite of the diversification of the profession over the years in
the developed countries, three categories of professional activities are clearly discernible. These
include landscape planning and assessment, site planning and detailed landscape design (Laurie.
1978).

[Landscape assessment involves the systematic evaluation of large land areas in terms of
suitability or capability for likely future use or uses. The land area may coincide with an
administrative unit such as local government or state, Usually however, it involves a
physiographic/ccological region such as the basin or watershed of a major river or a major forest
zone such as the rain forest. Sometimes, assessment focuses instead on the impact of major
development proposals (such as 3" Mainland Bridge, Steel Complex) on the environment. Or it
may involve the sclection of land suitable for a specific use such as regional shopping center,

conference cenler or recreation arcas,
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Site planning is a process in which the analyses of the site and programme requirement are

synthesized with imagination and creativity into a proposal for site development called site plan.
In this, the programme elements or facilitics are located diagrammatically and connected with
cach other and to the surrounding areas in a manner responsive to the intended aesthetics,
opportunities and constraints of the site and its context. One of the primary aims in so doing os
the establishment of spatial connections between buildings and the outdoor, between various use
areas; the arrangement of elements and allocation of areas t0 various functions and spaces needs

within the limits of the site. Coupled with this is the resolution of conflicts of functions such as
circulation with needs and site systems.

Detailed landscape design which is an extension of site planning is a process through which
specific forms and quality are given to the diagrammatic spaces and areas of the site plan.
Specifically, it deals with surfaces, edges, visual relationships, technology and indeed, all
decisions and details which are necessary for site plan actualization.

It is pertinent to add that an interrelationship exists between these three areas of professional
activity. The regional landscape is the context for the site, while the site is the framework for
detailed design. On the other hand, certain large landscape planning decision will draw on the

understanding of detailed design and technology for siting facilities. Practitioners therefore need
to understand these scales in order to perform any of them with due sensitivity and responsibility.
Emergent areas of activity in the profession within the past two decades include environmental
conservation, historic preservation, urban renewal, remote sensing application and computer

aided design. In these areas, landscape architects either cooperate with other professional and
experts or work in a multi-disciplinary team.

The Professional Landscape Architect

A landscape architect is not a person who plants flowers. He is a landscape professional. The role
of the professional landscape architect is aptly summed up by Garrett Eckbo when he said that
‘A landscape architect is a designer and supervisor of outdoor development and a consultant on
such problems. In common practice, he fills the gap between the work of the architect. the
engineer and nature. He creates outdoor spaces. sequences and continuities of experience and n

the process ties up all the loose ends and make all necessary connections. He improves relauons
between people and environment and is the physical liaison between man and nawre’ (Eckbo.
1965).

[n his professional practice, the landscape architect tries to fit his designs into the context of a
given environment giving due cognizance to the physical problems of adjusting all areas of the
environment to obtain maximum functional and aesthetic effectiveness. while preserving and
enhancing the essence of the natural environment. To do this. he possess (or is expec;ed 0
possess) certain qualities. First, he has or .ought to have a sensitive ability to observe and
comprehend the character, potem‘Lal, Cf)nstra1nls and operative environmental processes of any
site. Tied 1o this is his understanding of the needs, desires and responses of the people who might
use his completed design. A_ second an_d very important quality is his capability 10 communich.ue
graphic’dl ly and otherwise, h.g. observations, cortncepls and proposal to others \\'h-o are unaware.

{andscape architects are basically employed cither in private or government service. In private
practice, he may be a principal or an associate in an inter-disciplinary firm of professionals. Or

he may be an employee in a landscape architectural firm, architectural, engineering of
development firm.
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In this country, while o few indigenous landscape architects are in private practice, a handful
more is in government service, Involved in private practice are such professional as ().1. F'asusi,
1N, Akal and B.C Uwasomba, ‘The state and Federal Government agencics which currcr!lly
employ at least one qualified landscape architeet include NIPOST, FCDA, [Benue State Tousing
Ageney, Imo State Open space Deyvelopment: Commission and - planning, unit, Ogun Stale
University. Another area of professional practice is in education. Here, (he landscape architect
performs the role of u teacher, desipner with occasional demonstration or rescarches. As no
degree programme in landscape architecture currently exists in any Nigerian University, ic very
rtments of the urban planning or architecture.
anning, OAU, [le-Ile, W.A

few LAS™ in academies teach cither in the depi
author of the

These include 1. B. Falade of the Department ol Urban Regional pl
Awuzie of the Department ol Architecture, Imo State University and  the

Department ol architecture, University ol Lagos.

Range of Professional Services )
The range of services which the landscape architect may provide a client includes any or all of
the following: consulting, feasibilily studies, regional studies, project planning, master pJa{mmg,
site planning, urban design, detailed design and construction supervision. The process which he
employee in working with the clicnt is gencrally as follows:

a. Bricf, preliminary visit to client and/a site

b. Preliminary sketches and estimales

c. Master/site plan and sketches )

d. Working drawings, specification, bids and contract documents (working drawings will
ruction details

include, grading/drainage plan, layout or staking plan, planting plan, const
of roads, walks, steps, benches, drains, mounds, picnic huts, fountains, etc.

e. Construction supervision

Projects in which the landscape architect is involved vary in size and scope. On a smallest scale,
he designs pocket parks, residential/office grounds and gardens to obtain desirable unity between
indoor and outdoor living/working spaces. On a large scale, he plans recreational areas at
municipal, state and national levels. He collaborates in the design and development of
neighborhoods and residential layouts, towns, housing projects, shopping centers, schools,
hospitals, highways and parkways, resorts, sporls centers, airports, civic and community centers,
industrial establishments and industrial parks, beach-front recreation, botanical gardens, historic
sites and monuments. Mine land reclamation, reclamation of erosional sites, environmental
conservation, urban renewal/histories preservation, visual resources analysis and management
and environmental impact assessments are some of the emergent areas of professional services in

the past two decades in the developed countries.

The extent to which landscape architects both foreign and indigenous have in the past performed
these professional roles in this country is rather limited. As observed by Falade. trained
landscape designers are too few and too recent to have made significant impact on lémdscape
design in Nigeria. Instead, their contributions have been in recent large scale developments such
as universily campuses, housing estates, contemporary urban parks and estates for private
individuals and government agencies. Notable among these was the work of M. Lancaster
between 1958 and 1961 in the development of the former College of Arts and Science and
University-College Hospital, Ibadan. Lancaster, who was said to have pioneered the modern
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landscape design in Nigeria, was a landscape consultant to Maxwell Fry, Drew Drake and
Ladsun, the consultant architects for Ihadan University campus (Falade, 1988). Another major
work is 1o be found in the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife whose comprehensive master
plan and landscape development plan were prepared in 1969 by the Department of Landscape
Architecture, University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA. The successful implementation of this
plan has carned the campus the accolade of one of the most beautiful campus in Africa. Perhaps,
the most recent outstanding, but hardly known contribution is the planning of Abuja, the new
Iederal Capital territory. Part of the consultants IPA, which planned the territory, was the firm of
Wallace, Mcharg, Roberts and Todd, Inc. a firm of landscape architects, architects and planners.
One of their directors, T.A Todd, was in charge of site evaluation and city site selection, concept
planning, urban design, master planning and community services planning. Faithful
implementation of the plan will eventually expose the commanding landscape input.
Unfortunately in implementation, the faith which befell the open spaces in Festac Town, Lagos is
set to be repeated on a grander scale in Abuja. Lamentably, all these projects were performed by
foreign landscape architects.

There are no doubt scattered and less-well known works of landscape architects like the early
parks of Enugu designed by B. C. Uwasomba and Owerri beautification projects by F. Okite of
the Open Spaces Commission. But for the most part, indigenous LAs’ are grossly under-utilized
and are hardly given opportunity to make meaningful impact on the urban, regional and national
landscape. Their practice of the profession in largely haunted by:

« Limited awareness on the part of decision-makers and the public on the role of
landscape architecture in urban and material development.
« The eclipsing dominance of environmental design endeavor by architects and engineers.

As a Discipline

What prepares the potential landscape architect for these professional roles discussed is
education, of course. Undergraduate first professional degree programmes prepare graduates to
apply the appreciation, knowledge of interrelationships between land, water, plant and humans to
the skilled development of land for efficient use and pleasant spaces. In the United States and
Canada for example, specialized programmes operate both at the bachelor’s and master’s level.
At the bachelor’s level, options exist for either a Bachelor of Science (BSLA), usually after 4
years of study, or a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture (BLA), earned usually after 5 years of
study. At the post-graduate level, Master of landscape Architecture (MLA) may be earned. The
duration however varies from two, three or more years. This is dependent on whether the
candidates had a requisite background such as BSLA, BLA or B. Arch. or must develop basic
competence equivalent to these before undertaking study at the higher level.

[n these circumstances, the programme may vary because of interests, specialties of the faculty
coupled with the resources of the school. In spite of the variation, these programmes include as
their core, components which develop competence and expertise in design communication
construction, plant materials, ecological principles and horticulture. In addition. they em h'mizé
the influence of physical, social and behavioral sciences. » S P
Generally accepled elements of these [irst prolessional degree programmes cater for these area
namely (ASLA, 1975); . ’ o
a. [History of landscape archilecture

b Theory and philosophy of landscape architecture

%,
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Basic design

C.

d. Delincalion or rendering

e. Survey and/or civil engineering

[ [andscape architectural design

g Professional practice

L. ILandscape architectural construction

i, Plant material and/or Ecology
j. Planting design

k. Regional analysis and design

1. Comprehensive landscape architectural exercises
m. Remote sensing/aerial photo interpretation and computer applications.

Components of the MLA programme claborate on these areas at higher levels of inquiry.

However, some postgraduate programmes offer studies leading to specialization in sile design,
landscape planning and conservation aspects of Jandscape architecture, historic prescrvaﬂm‘l and
computer application. This specialization culminates into a design thesis. The International
Federal of Landscape Architect (IFLA) in its policy on education set the following educational
criteria (IFLA, 1987).

a. FFor entry into undergraduate pr

cducational standard necessary for entry into a university.
b. For postgraduate education, the student should have a recognized first degree or

diploma from a university (or equivalent institution) or have met the final qualifying

examination of a national association of landscape architecls.
¢. Undergraduate professional education should be the equivalent of at least four yours

full time study.
d. Postgraduate edu
baccalaureate or first university degree.
e. Required courses should be offered in: Landscape analysis/[’lanning/Design; Design

implementation, professional practice and History/Theory.

f. Elective courses should be offered in social and economic studies, biological sciences,

horticulture, geology and agronony.
Optional courses should address such subjects as landscape management, urban

administration or recreation planning.

h. Period of practical experience should complement academic studies.

i. Academic programmes must include courses offered by faculty with landscape
architectural practice experience, and in appropriate cases, these individuals be
encouraged to continue practice while teaching.

j. The graduate should spend at least two years under supervision while gaining varied

professional experience, before being eligible for election as a professional.

ofessional education, the candidate should have attained

cation should be two years full time study after receipt of

us

Licensure or Professional Registration
Education alone does not confer a professional status to the graduate landscape architect.

Licensure or rcgist_ralion along with requisite education confers the graduate the statutory
recognition to practice as a professional. All profcssional operate under a code of ethics. These
ethics seek to safeguard and protect the public health, safety and welfare in accordance with the
national laws guiding professional conduct and practice. It is these laws that dictate that those
occupations which affect public health, safety and wellare be licensed. Moreover, licensure all
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over the world ‘hllh' become a yardstick for competence i he design profession i parti i
l““f'“".ll“ architeeture as a desipn profession therefore falls within the ambit ol repistration for
professional practiee,

Criteria for vepistration differ slightly me vartous countries. The TEA policy mentioned ahove
’*“l‘ll"'“"“-“' two years ol pupilage after four yeirs of Tirst In‘nl't'.‘i.':innnl deprec helore eligabihity for
repistration. In Britain, recopnized ulm-uii;m‘ pupilape and experienee [orm the reguirements I
the US. though slight variations oceur between states, recopnized cducation, experience and i
prnlljxsimml qualifying examination (4 INTY are requited. While most stales requne byenrs, i lew
requite up to 4 years of experience ufter i recopnized depree (0 qualify for (he examinition
Considerable number of states requires only one year experience fora doyeit programme or for
master’s degree (MEA) for qualification for e examination, The examination el covers
history, professional practice, desipn (theory and performance). desipn implementation. plant
materials and planting design (ASI AL 1075,

A Profession and Discipline Relevant (o Nigeria
Is landscape architecture a prolession and discipline relevimt (o the needs of o developmg, THRITI
such as Niperia? Certainly! Literature, activities of WA and o few examples ol sped i
developmental issues will underscore this,
I explaining, the interest ol interest ol landscape architects m developing,  connties,
Struckmeyer, the supervision Iandscape Architeet for the OALT He e Master Plan s, “these
counlries e enpaping N massive. . .eonstruetion ol innumerable cduentional mstitubions,
industrial projects, cxpansion ol urban areas and development will be nccomplished withoul
repard (o the critical existing natural and cultural resouree systems which will be estsential for
(uture human existence’ (Struckmeyer, 1971). Iwas this same coneern that prompted HEA 1o
set up a Lask [oree on *Landseape Architecture and the Developing Countries” in 1ORS, The sine
yeur, 18 president undertook a UNESCO sponsored rip Lo Lapos and Abuga, and then (o Mulawi,
(o seek ways ol establishing, Landseipe arehitecture, This was widely reported on television and
(he daily newspapers (Vanguard, Tues, Feh, 20, TURS)
| andscape architecture is relevant o Nigeria in all arens ol professional activities A nsned
curlier. THowever, few specifie examples ol pressing, areas ol importanee melude fnndueape
planning and assessment, site planning, and detailed desipn, urban desipn and environmental
conservation
a. Landseape Planning and Assessment: Nation-wide there is notreatly u shortage ol land and
ity resourees. [nstead, prowlh pressures Ilm‘w crented searcity of Tand and sprawl in .;,‘,m.”“. rens
Rather than erealing, buildable land by filling: the wetlands or leveling, the hitls, we shoald Tocate
prowlh in areas where resourees cin mateh 10 Analysis and assessment ol arban Londueape
potential arban and rural as well repional Tandseapes, will enable us adentity land capalnhiie: 'nui
constraints which will provide i guide toarea ol urban prowth, Conversely, these will lend I;nlllt('
pu'Ht‘l'W"li““ ullllum- critieal _I‘l-}‘.l)lll.‘t'(.‘h' or our nidural environment (ep, Wt"l|:|ml aquifers, urban
|'_rrgunlwl.t.=;. :u'.,‘{f'“'!“";f‘ =ll‘“‘l|ilﬂ‘l"“il |f\lllf|%.:].‘.\v1||i'll are eritical to owe continued -'.;nvn-nl |-Iu' net
eltect ol -lmul,'.'m.”;' |1'.1||Innn|_ .m Iu.m l||.1l.- Wtfultl Iuj development of standards and policies it
promole improved quit ity of environment desiruble in those eities
h. Site Planning and nl'.lll“l‘(l Desipn: With the erowded l.“m“','-m“_, S »
jungles with their heat, limited open space Tor reerention, .‘un-iul',,““h t.\lmlml iny ml\?m CONCI |T
ihe |_n,rcc-ninl.'. of the urbnn centers, the provision ol publfc purks md AHI.I “'". community identity,
AR ceerention nreas are ol urpent

BUN——

L OB M A

— e ————
i Scanned with
‘B CcamScanner’



necessity. Landscape architects can be made use of in planning and design of_ appropriate parks,
open spaces and recreational areas for recreation and ventilation. Similarly, ?hey coulg
collaborate in the design ol shopping centers, residential layouts, medica’l centers, neighborhoo
centers among others to create spatially more functional and pleasing environments.

¢. Urban Design/Renewal: The visual quality and physical hazards attendant to our city .slrectcsi
are symptomatic of our uncontrolled urban development. Through strict appl‘lcatllfln ar}e
adherence to urban design practices, urban streets are meant 10 offer _dually pleasing 11;“ sa
environments to their users. Landscape architects can collaborate 1n designing parkways,
pedestrian zones, restructuring and creating attractive landscapes on suitable city streets. .

d. Environmental Conservation: Desert encroachment, gully erosion and loss of top soil are
issues which have consumed considerable attention and money in tt}e last f_ew years. Lar%lely,
they are issues requiring multi-disciplinary solutions. Landscape architecture 15 relevant to é ose
solutions not just in terms of physical conservation measures, but In identifying those land use
and development practices which engender these catastrophes. With increasing surface mining
activities, mine land reclamation will be grave concetn, especially in terms of terms of adaptive
re-use of mine sites. The recent promulgation of environmental protection decree and the setting
up of an environmental protection agency may signify the dawn of environmental co.nservaqon
in this country. Landscape architects with other professionals and experts are relevant m‘drawmg
up relevant conservation guidelines. More importantly, they will become increasingly mvc?l?’ed
through the agency in impact assessment on natural/man-made landscapes as well as on critical
environmental resources.

e. Education: As reported both by IFLA news and Vanguard, Feb 26, 1985, the sole aim of
I[FLA president’s visit in 1985 was to seek avenue for the establishment of a degree programme
in a Nigerian university. Sadly, four years after Lagos State University, Obafemi Awolowo
University confirmed their intention and University of Lagos expressed its strong intention, not a
single programme has been established. If our environmental design schools share the view that
in today’s complex environment, the training of environmental designers should be geared
towards design of a total environment, then their training should of necessity include the
development of professionals versed in a wide range of disciplines, which culminate in the built
environment. Landscape architecture is one of such disciplines. A programme of study in at least
one Nigerian University should form part of that total training. Such programme is of urgent
necessity. Apart from propagating understanding of the theory, practice and role of landscape
architecturg in our national deve'lopment, the programme will save the need for potential students
to seek training overseas, ESp_emally for the first professional degree. With dwindling funding it
is dogbtfnl if existing plans in that respect by any university such as University of Lagos will
matcn.ahz_e soon. It is hoped however that well placed and sympathetic individuals or
organizations may initiate the move through endowment. As educators, our small contribution

will be to strive for the inclusion of landscape architectural courses where they lacking in
existing environmental design programmes. N

Conclusion

n depends o : .
Ma pe n the land and on the balance of nature for hig survival and serichnient. He i
dependent on land resources for food, oxygen, water. eve . He is

of land resources to house, feed and support our team;  or shade and screen. The proper use
- . : caming population is : rous task har
acclaimed but confronting this cou { pu ation i . oncrous task hardly
. ntry for now and i ) ;
developrsnt, piceme] and ek d in the coming decades. Haphazard urban

arted rurg .
I rural development will only compound the task.
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L andscape architecture as a profession and discipline, whose theory and practice are ro”}‘?d, ”:
man’s interdependence with nature, is crucial towards reshaping positively our _‘V”}llf:
emironments and landscapes for today and the future. The necessary first step 1S :z
establishment of a professional degree programme in a Nigerian University. This will be coup ed
with the teaching of basic courses in landscape architecture in all environmental design an
planning curmicula in higher institutions.
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