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Landscape Architecture is the art of designing on land to meet

man’s functional and aesthetic needs. It has been an area of

endeavor whose potential in improving urban environment is
hugely unexploited in Nigeria. The theoretical orientation of the
discipline by mid-20" Century were the concepts of “ecological
and sustainable design’, well before sustainability became a
global paradigm. Historically also, the contribution of landscape
design to urban beautification evolved from private gardens lor
nobility to the ‘garden city’ concept through “city beautiful
movement to the McHargian principle of *Design with Nature’.
Previous attempts at urban beautification in Nigeria, especially
Lagos were largely during the colonial cra when the Europeans
adopted the “garden style’ for places where they lived such as
Ikoyi and the GRAs’. The rest of ‘African quarters” were
designed in a grid iron form with very little provision for green
space, landscaping or large-scale beautification. Since then,
efforts at city beautification especially in Lagos, have only been
half-hearted. Landscape design is crucial in meeting the
Millennium Development  Goal of  building ccologically
sustainable cities in Nigeria through urban beautification.
Landscape clements act as carbon sink helping to clean up the
air and recycle water, both of which are basic life support for
urban and rural dwellers. This paper examines the historical
contribution of landscape design to urban beautification through
two case studies, one foreign and one in Lagos. Subsequently it
articulates suggestions toward enabling policy makers and
private sector stakeholders to adopt a more holistic approach to
urban beautification of Nigerian cities.
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1. Introduction

Landseape architeetire

[““ns.':.Isl"iv‘:'"“l.‘l:‘i‘h':lf:]i:‘“||':\‘-n|?'i‘:i; the design nl: the outdoor cnvirl.mmcnl nl" ncigl!hurht.)(jds.

lields to rivers and '. l'_ |_ rotecting, illl\M managing the natural cn\.:u'mnr!cnl from forests and

1971, 1 iuuh'\_q " '“I ::"."‘.' _N““""IH I N}'Wlnn relers to it as man’s design on land (Newton,

cultural |1lul.lu|-‘-‘-l .'."“ "l‘_‘l"' busically integrate and apply knowledge ol ccnlng,y. s_uctlo-

nnovative. I'I'_“‘*"““'Hlt's m.“' aesthetics 1o create environments that arc functional,
ative, sustainable, appropriate and attractive.

he American Society of Landscape Architeets (ASLA) carlicr on in its handbook defined
| :llu!sc:\pc architecture as a science and art which embraces those professional activities
relating (o the systematic planning of land arcas. the design of outdoor places and spaces of
utility and beauty. the conservation ol our natural resources and environment, all based on the
attending, physical characteristics, social, philosophic and wconomic values and man as part of
nature, not superior (ASLA, 1977). Later on, it re-defined the profession as one which applics
and management of both
ion. development and
ation, selection and

artistic and scientilic principles to the rescarch. planning, design
natural and built environments. For the purposes of Tandscape preservat
enhancement. ASEA adds that Landscape architecture includes investig
allocation of land and water resources for appropriate use, fcasibility studies, preparation,
review and analysis o master plans for land use and development, production of overall site
plans, landscape grading and landscape drainage plans, irrigation plans, planting plans.
construction details and specification, cost estimates and reports for land development
(ASLA, 1991), Similarly, the Turopean lederation Tor Landscape Architecture (EFLA) and
Furopean Council ol Landscape Architectural Schools (ECLAS) define the profession as
involving rescarch and analyses to realize the potential of the landscape at all stages, scales
process and includes landscape planning, feasibility
detailed design and
LA/ECLAS, 2012).

and contexts of the developmental
studies.  strategic  vision,  master planning and spatial  design,
implementation as well as long term maintenance and management (Il

Historically, modern man has tended to beautify his living environment, from his private
garden 1o his urban habitations. This was evidenced by the *City Beautiful” and ‘Garden City’
movements of Europe and its offshoots clsewhere. In Nigeria, previous attempts at urban
beautification  were  done by the colonialists in  their adoption of European
Quarters/Government Reservation Arca (GRA) and Garden style for their residential arcas.
Subsequent attempts rom independence even in Lagos metropolis have been largely half
hearted. According to Oduwaye (2005), little attention has been given to deliberate landscape
planning and implementation policy at all levels of physical planning administration in
Similarly. Adcjumo (2003) suggests that metropolitan Lagos had no history of
streetseape development. Reeent olTorts of the State government on city beautification and
environmental  sanitation campaign. though commendable, are also largely piccemeal
approach as there oxists in the public domain no comprehensive open space and urban
beautilication plan. This paper reviews the historical contribution of landscape architecture to
ation through two case studies — one foreign and one local. In the end, it is
cal approach to urban beautification process in the country

l.agos.

urban beautific
recommends a holistic. ccologi
generally and in Lagos metropolis particularly.

2. Early Theoretical FFoundation

| andscape Architecture has a definite ccological and sustainable design background. In man-
nature interrelationship. [andscape architeeture recognizes man as parl of nature. The concept
of sustainability emphasizes the ccosystem which espouses that organisms exist in specific

habitats where they compete, complement and cooperate towards their sustenance, using the
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enerpy ol the sun,

nergy I In recognition of this interdependence, landscape architecture allows for
nature in arranging,

man’s needs on the land,
( Ins‘c o lh.c mid-20™" century and belore sustainability became a glabal paradigm. landscape
UIICIHICL..“ like Tan Mearg and Luis Barragan had Tong posited that it was important to bring
nature into the city, Mel larg, believed in the planning cities based onan understanding ol the
hatural processes and conservation ol critical natural nssels as was epitomized i his work
with l_):wial Wallace at The Valleys, a housing layout in Baltimore, Maryland and Jater in
Planning Nigeria's beautiful capital, Abuja. When city planning is done this way, it ensures
that the scheme works clticiently and the characteristics of the site are expressed (Lauric,
1986). MclHarg spearheaded the ecological, sustainable approach o planning and landscape
design. In his famous book “Design with Nature™, he outlined the processes involved in this
ceological involvement in determining land uses and landscape design. He also insisted that
we need nature as much in the city as in the country (Mellarg, 1971). To all these, Swallicld
(2002) asserts that the most significant shift in the orientation of the discipline over the past
[ifty years or so has been the development of coneepts of ecological and sustainable design,

In more contemporary times, a number ol landscape architects have revolutionized the
sustainability theme in landseape design by incorporating it in architectural schemes and in
urban design. One of such professionals is Roberto Burle Marx. Burle Marx works in Brazil
are good examples of the incorporation of indigenous planting into the urban context (Plate
1). Burle Marx, an artist, sculptor and landscape architect was a Brazilian who made impact
by reintroducing natural species of Brazilian flora that were not being used in Tandscapes of
Brazil. Ile made extensive use of species from arid climates. He was famous for his bold
geometric designs as well as for the integration of landscape into the consciousness ol urban
dwellers. Often, his aesthetics were nature based, for example, never mixing flower colours,
utilization of big groups of the same specimen, using native plants and making a rocky [licld
into a relaxing garden. e was very interested in cach plant's character and what effect that
had on the whole garden (Plate 2).
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Plate I.Hlustation ol a landscape project on a city scale by Burle Marx in Brazil
(Souree: alchetron,com),
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Plate 2. Mustration of an urban project by Burle Marx in Brazil (Source: alehetran.com).

J. Landscape Design in History

Early Period: During the carly period, gardens were usually designed for nobility. Through
the various periods in history, from the Monghul pardens of Persia designed for the emperors
and their relatives 1o the Spanish Islamic gardens of Alhambra. lavish lush landscapes were
made aceessible only o the elite. Key among the vrand formal pardens of the 17" Century
was Versailles, designed by Andre Te Notre atan enormotrs seale. for the French King. Louis
NIV, The garden was set within an estate of 15,000 acres. meant to entertain the French
nobility 1 its rigid, almost punishing geometry emphasized the thinking in that cra ol man’s
supremacy over nature. Apart from the main central open space, there were different kinds ol
gardens, waterworks, small theatres and other fantasies for the amusement of the king and his
courtiers. The gardens provided an outdoor setting, in keeping with the grandeur of the palace
(Lauric, 1986).

L auric (1986) also noted that the Ttalian Gardens ol the carly renaissance were designed as
intellectual retreats where scholars and artists could work and debate in the coolness of the
countryside. away from the heat and frustrations of the cities in summer. A good example is
the gardens of Villa D7Este. With its boisterous fountains and fantastic views taking in the
picturesque vicws ol the seenic country side, the garden was a water delight set in the rural
villa for the Ttalian nobles. It was designed by Pirro Ligorio in 1549 for Cardinal Ippolito
DLste of Ferrara.  The fantastic hydraulic effects for which the villa was famous was as a
result of diverting part ol nearby River Aniene (Newton, 1971).

19" Century: The town planning movement ot the late nincteenth and carly twenticth
centuries represented the convergence of a number of reform initiatives aimed at u'mcliur;uing
the urban squalor occasioned by extraordinary rapid industrialization and urbanization. By
the late nineteenth century. most North American cities had a league for public health reform.
parks and play around association, a fledgling architectural association usually fostering City
Beautiful ideas along with a municipal art movement and a lobby uguinsl-curruplit;h illl-d
illegal practices in ¢ity government. Tow ard the end of the century, fuclled by the ideas of the
Garden City movement in Britain and the urban park movement in North America, these
groups advocated town planning as a remedy for the ills they addressed (Stetler and Artibise,
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lt):"?]‘ The n IR : .
he physical planning component of the resulting reform movement focused on

MOPOsls " 3 " % ., 1 i [ i - e
|il posals for improving sanitary conditions. structuring the city fabric with wide trecfinec
streetls “ STV 1 i . ' et '
cels and - conserving  natural - environments and - the proliferation ol toEationd
developments,

““‘l': "City Beautitul® coneept arose from the resultant congestion of the industrial cities of the
97 century. Inorder to reduce the cramped, monotonous cities, city planners decided to
Create an- environment which the urban environment hitherto was not: big, broad and
beautiful, Spear-headed by Danicl Burnham, this city planning concept L:uncci\r'c.:(! gr.cut
plazas. broad avenues generously punctuated with monuments, and various axes lerminating
With grand colossal buildings just as Civie centers and Civie Center Plan became a popular
theme. This Civie Center plan contained the Civie Center in an imposing location and open
space landscaped in the traditional fashion, fountains distributed around the plaza and garden
with the Civie Center usually capped with a frosted dome which terminated a long and broad
vista (Gallion and Eisner, 1980).

Ibenezer Howard was instrumental to the *Garden City” coneept towards the end of the 19!
Century. as he sought the abolitions of the evils of the industrial revolution. Disturbed by l_]‘c
depressing ugliness, haphazard growth and unhealthy conditions of cities, he proposed a city
where the dwellings would be distributed about a large central court in which the public
buildings would be located: the shopping center would be on the edge of the town and the
industrics on the outskirts. A permanent belt of agricultural land would surround the entire
¢ity on the periphery (Gallion and Eisner. 1980). Basically. this meant a city with concentric
cireles. the inner core of which would be a civie center in a park.

I'he development of public park system in the 19" and carly 20" century centered mostly
around the coneern for public health, morality and the development of the Romantic
Movement as well as for economic reasons (Laurie, 1986). The need had long been identified
in the 18" century for such a place where the teaming populace could exercise and (ind
amusement. Fredrick Law Olmstead and his partner Calvert Vaux, won a competition for the
design of a Central park in the heart of New York's busy commereial district in 1865. In the
park they laid out a picce of rural scenery and made a deliberate attempt to sereen out the
anticipated buildings beyond the park boundaries, thereby ereating a peaceful environment
amidst the city noise and bustle. This immensely successtul, lirst major park in the United
States of America, gave momentum to an urban parks movement, and it is still in existence
today. Fredrick Taw Olmstead was highly instrumental to the development of these carly
parks in North America and certainly changed the way cities were planned. Catherine Howett
in discussing the contributions of Fredrick Law Olmstead. said “the example of Olmstead’s
carcer had brought the profession of landscape architecture to a position of equality with the
other civie arts  architecture, city planning, and public sculpture — by the end of the
nineteenth century ™ (Howett, 1993 p. 19).

4, Urban Beautification

Urban beautification is the upgrading of an environment by consciously addine various
beautilving elements to the different components of the city fabric, 1t gcl.lcm'll\' i?\\'nl\-’L‘S a
deliberate attempt o physically transform o city’s appearance into a "Garden Ciy", and
develop urban open spaces both passively and  actively. This usually means  the
redevelopment of parks. green spaces and building of pardens. These green infrastructures
besides being attractive are primarily functional, serving as lungs of the 1“11\- as well as urcc{l
bufters to break the monotony o built arcas and ereate strong unity to the (i;\\'IISCLIPC. o
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Other urly autihicati :
lht‘;u |1\::_1|::.1t1‘1|Il\\‘\:‘:tllilll\u\.\ltil;l\]n‘I|\1|‘-l:...:;\l,f.s \'I‘I\"lll.lll.“. inh:gl;ui.ng .;md softening lh_c hard landscape .\.”
while Tinking isolated pock I-1l~. \;““\ .\T ‘.lw‘ pl“'"“‘l—'_l‘h”' conereted surfaces in same P:Jh\
corndors, '..I'I'l‘l\l'l.\\\"l‘.'.mn l,y _k_-‘ of green spaces with trees and shrubs _m _|nrm e
Tido ; of various pathways and walkways make them safer for pedestrians
while including ramps and wheelehair ;lcc-c.\'s-a tor dis.]hlu‘t people. Paths and roads can been
draped with curtains of greenery, shade trees and endemic palms. Areas with restricted
ground spaces 1o plant trees with broad canopies can be landscaped with columnar trees.
large shrubs, other shrubs and ground covers. Containers or planters can also be used, 10 Green
and soften hard spaces such as pavements, where plants cannot begrown suceesstully
llmlwlli:\hmvm ol lowerbeds and introduction of hanging baskets displayed all across the
city can be part of an urban beautitication scheme.

Lree planting is a major part of beautilying the urban environment. Besides providing shade
over footpaths and being naturally beautitul, trees serve the purpose of creating a strong unity
to the landseape, sofien architecture and relate to other trees on adjoining land (Plate 3). The
manner of planting may ditTer depending on the eftect intended. whether it is urban. suburban
or rural arcas. The urban planting is often more sehematized or stvlized. Trees and shrubs
used are more omamental and used 10 accentuate streets and - avenues. For ceological
sustainability, those used are also ones that produce less litter. require minimal maintenanee.
have strong anchoring system and can withstand the harsh urban conditions of conerete and
vehicular emissions.  Ornamentation with fountains, sculptures and street tumiture through
the city tabric are also part ol this process. Beautitication of the urban space can equally be as
a result of individuals making impressionable improvements to their home environment. In
examining the problems of urbanization, Ahianba, Dimuna & Okogun (2008) argued that the
deterioration of urban built environment has a negative ettect on the health of city residents.
The quality o Tives of urban dwellers. they further argued improves as the qualiny ol the
enyironment in which they Tive is improved. o have a harmonious, atractive and aesthetie
pleasing urban environment dey oid of health hazards therefore, it is necessary (o embark on
urban beautification.

=N N

Plate © L andseape planting softens achitecture and wehie o iwdpommimg vepetation
Pl csomee theplanthimer vom aand

Robeie Barke dary sk i

Fhe Tandseape destpn aspect of urban beantfication may melude the planting of tees and
Ly EAIN
Shrubs along exasting streets, roads and new roads, ousing estates, ofliee blocks, business
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C40 Large Cities Climate Summit and partly to the World Bank (IDA) - assisted Lagos
Mclropolltan_ Development and Governance Project — LMDGP (Mehrotra et al. 2009).
Although still not borne out of any comprehensive urban beautification plan, visible
examples lo_d_aY from these efforts include the International Airport Interchange and Oshodi
parks, Old Toll gate to Oworonshoki median parkland including Ojota Interchange/Gani
parks. lkorodu Road, Outer Marina and Western Avenue, Surulere and others.

chcr isolated cases of aesthetically pleasing and lush planting schemes continued after
independence in a few cases in the country. In the University of Ibadan and University
College Hospital (UCH), Ibadan which was a collaborative effort between Lancaster,
Maxwell Fry and Jane Drew, the landscape approach in the planning both places resulted in
scenic beautiful urban environment, serene and suitable for learning and healing. M.
Lancaster was a consultant to Maxwell Fry, Drew, Drake and Ladsun and pioneered modern
landscape design in Nigeria (Falade, 1988).

Similarly, another major landscape design work and beautification was at Obafemi Awolowo
University, lle-Ife, whose comprehensive master plan and landscape development p!an were
prepared in 1969 by the Department of Landscape Architecture, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, USA (Fig. 1). The successful implementation of this plan earncd the school then
the appellation of the most beautiful campus in Africa.

= _clﬂc:uLA'l"‘lc.'H LAY '

il o [
vy i = A3 e - T
Fig. | A - Landscape redevelopment plan for the academic core. OAU. lle-lfe, up (Source: Deptl. of LA & EAC.
1969).B - Below is a 2015 photograph of the dual carriage main access into OAU, lle-Ife..
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In Ia._\mg out Festac Town. Lagos, Doxiades incorporated spacious avenues with lush
plau!mg and various other elements in producing a relaxed scenic residential estate for the
lfcsll\'al_nl‘ Arts and Culture participants in the late 1970s. The planning was a semi organic
form with a pedestrian-oriented community. FESTAC Town was planned to have several
open and public spaces for the enjoyment of the estate. In a similar manner, International
Planning Associates (IPA) part of which included lan L. McHarg, T A. Todd and David A.
Wallace of Wallace. Mcharg, Roberts and Todd Inc of Philadelphia, USA in planning our
nascent capital. Abuja produced a beautiful city of semi-organic form. lush open spaces, and
wide planted boulevards which indeed exemplifics the McHargian principle of design with
nature (FCDA. 1979: Fig. 2a, b).

Fig. 2a. b. The master plan for Abuja — a: Illustrative residential community plan — b ( Source: FCDA. 1979).

Some indigenous landscape architects contributed also to the development of parks and urban
beautification in Nigeria. B. C. Uwasomba, in planning the open spaces of Enugu also
emploved a lot of greenery and lushness to create interesting outdoor recreational spaces for
the public. Such carly parks in that city were immensely popular like the Ngwo and Muritala
parks. In recent years, many of these have disappeared, while the few remaining ones have
deteriorated. owing to non-maintenance.

6. Case Studies

Lagos as a Case study

Since the colonial era. efforts at city beautification in Lagos as indicated earlier have only
been half-hearted and uncoordinated. In 2001, the Lagos State Ministry of Environment
solicited corporate bodies and organized private sector to help develop selected spaces and
routes to enhance the aesthetics of the state (Adejumo, 2003). The fruits of that effort is
exemplified by the beautification project on Ajose Adeogun Street, Victoria Island.

‘The Ajose Adeogun Street Beautification, was undertaken by Palmyra Co on behalf of Zenith

Bank whose Corporate Headquarters is located on this street. The entire street was rcsu;l"l ced

with hard wearing precast conerete pavers in addition to the creation of a lush {\'c\{ )I‘; th‘tl

|11c{di:|r1 with exotic palms, contemporary street lighting and signage to n}\'u; the }.(n L%

un|quc'ch;|raclcr distinet to the Zenith brand of excellence. The rcdc:clupmim lcn:\l‘ 'llL'Lil in

the design of a simple but well thought out roundabout scheme (ko 1otel Rc'-l.mdulm:]‘(‘; :1:411‘“
¢
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ark by Emilio Ambusz

ROS Fukuoka Prefectur:

) (Source: greenroofs.com and emilioambaszandassociates.com) .

In this .schcmc. Argentine architect Emilio Ambasz transposed a 100,000m” park in the city

center into a high-risc of 15 stepped terraces of the ACROS, "Asian Crossroads Over the

Sea," Fukuoka Prefectural International Hall (Plate S). In the design for this, Ambasz

pl‘t\!}osc‘d a powerful new solution for a common urban problem: reconciling a developer's

desire for profitable use of a site with the public's need for open green space. The plan for
ACROS. Fukuoka reconciled these needs by creating an innovative agro-urban model.

Through his inspired synthesis of urban and park forms, Ambasz, merged landscape
architecture, architecture and urban design in the handling of the spaces and in his use of a
mixed palette. Situated beside the waterfront, the project managed to bring in the country side
into the urban context in maintaining the existing Central park while still providing the
required functional spaces. merging nature and architecture within an urban context. Upon
completion, the project beautified the resulting space rather than imposing on it. [t allowed a
major urban structure to exist symbiotically with an invaluable urban public opens pace.

7. Suggested Approaches

The Holistic Approach
It is important to beautify holistically. The piece meal approach needs to be jettisoned in

favour of a more comprehensive model. One of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG)
requires the trend of building ecologically sustainable citics. Goal 7 of the MDG is to ensure
Environmental sustainability. Target 8 is to integrate the principles of sustainable
development into country policics and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental
resources. To achieve this, we need to actively pursue the greening of our cities in a
determined, organized, holistic manner with comprehensive planning as a necessary step.

The Sustainability Approach
Towards the development of sustainable cities, it is important that we produce air that we

breathe through natural processes. For Lagos in particular, where water abounds, it is possible
to tap into its resources as water is also a carbon sink where plankton grows. The issue of
maintenance needs to be addressed as it forms a major part of an urban beautification scheme.
If the urban beautification cannot be sustained over time, then it cannot be considered

effective.
Landscape design is crucial in meeting the Millennium Development Goal of building
ccologically sustainable cities in Nigeria through urban beautification. Landscape elements

act as carbon sink helping to clean up the air and recycle water, both of which are basic life
support for urban and rural dwellers. Landscape elements are key in this pursuit. The green
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