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Abstract

Ths study mvestigated the effect of collaborative leorming metros
secondory students’ interest in Englsh longuoge tenses. One reir s
question wes posed and one null hypothesis was formulated to gu@c "~
study. Non equivolent pre-test, post-test control group Quass esper oo ”
rescorch design was used. Strotfied random sam; 'ing technique was wsed 7=
draw the schools used for the study. Simple rondom sampling was wir *
draw 217 senior secondory two (S52) students used for the study e
experimental groups were taught using the, lécture method  1he Atz =~
used for data coflection was the English Language Interest Inventory |

The instrument was foce volidated by experts from University of T o=r
Nsukko. The dato was onolysed using mean, standord deviation and 975

of co-varance (ANCOVA). The result showed that colloborative earm =
method increased the students’ interest in English | anguoge tenses more Tz
the lecture method. The study provided an empirical evidence of the «ff ~=~

of coliaborative learning method in enhancing students’ interest in £r3
languoge tenses It was recommended that teachers should cdoot =~
proctise the method in their d fferent schools.

Introduction

Interest is an important variable in the achievement of lans .
learning because when one is interested in a language, one becomes caor -
learn . Lack of interest therefore inhibits learming. According to Chos
(2002), interest is a persisting inchination to be attentive and enjoy, =~
activities or contents; interest has been viewed as emotionally oror
behavioral trat which determines a student’s urge and wvigor 1o too.
educational programmes or other activities. Bakare, (1991) starec o
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ptpreat B uselul e predactiog the o el 1) P
adivtdual 8 Mely 1o obtam fom ence s '

futute Once developed and tonlidate oty '

depree of stobility 1t i theretore important 1

Sould be used (o mcrease Students e

Tenae

The domnant method gord m 1e v
shools 18 the lecture method  The stydent w
down and across the dlassroom The teacnes
the class have equal knowledre o that the e
m front of the dass and delvers it b S e
e assessed individually Only the best studorts are ron
students 10 work against cach othet so as ta he the Lot Tne
makes the students 10 be passive bstenen wroe e e
the teachng/leaming actmibies The students mteret e |
very minimal,

Coltaborative learning 15 3 teachung methog where t
heterogencously placed into groups They interact yncbranauity oo
given academic problem or produce a project Fach proup w o
coordinated by a leader and produces a unanimous et TalLory
learning represents a significant shift away from the typieal 1ot '
or lecture centred milieu i school classrooms Indradual porto
emphasized while team work is promoted Groups plan Loy s
together, carry out their action plans and present 3 complote pre
or report to the class and are graded on their work as a team Calvn |
In collaborative learming situations, students are not ump', o
information or ideas, they are creating something, new with the oo
and ideas. These acts of intellectual processing of constructng =
creating something new are crucial to learnng  This study o1 o
investigate the effect of collaborative learning method on student
in Enghish language tenses. The study was suded by one roseirch g
and one null hypothesis.

Statement of the problem

Secondary school students expenence a lot of problem w formar
and correct usage of Enghsh language tenses Many of them cannot |
appropriate tenses to construct sentences both n thewr essay writoe oo
speech. This contnibutes to the <tudents’ persistent poor academ
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s ement and e of commumiative salls in Enghioh Langaage Dot
Modehae (1997) postulate that more than hall of the ecrors made ot
mortly ocrur becaune of contusion i the yse of the present tense the ¢
tosse and the past particple (prncpal parts of 1 verb) Since mterest o
wportant vanable it the achievement of binguage learnmg, the protion
e vudy therelore posed o o question was How would the s
collabor ative learning method influence students’ interest in English Langa

tenves

Purpose of the study
the purpose of this study was to inwestigate the effect of collaborati.

learming method on secondary school students’ terest in Enpglsh Langua:
tenses. The study specifically amed at:
o Linding the diffecence in interest of students taught Englsh Languoy .
tenses using the collaborative learming method and those taupht v s
the lecture method

Research question
o 1o what extent does the meoan interest scores of students tought
English language tenses using the collaborative learning method d ffer
from those taught using the lecture method?

Hypothesis

Ho,  There is no significant difference in the mean interest score of students
tought English longuage tenses using the collaborative learning
method and those taught using the lecture method.

Method

Quast-expenimental, non  equivalent  pre-test, post-test control  proup
research design was used for the study. The study was conducted in fnupu
Education Zone of Enugu State. The schools - City Girls Secondary Schoo!,
Enugu, Colliery Comprehensive Secondary School, Ngwo from where the
students were drawn were sampled using stratified simple random samp!in -
The stratification was based on gender and location. Colliery Comprehen e
Secondary School (Boys) is in the rural area while City Girls” Secondary Schoo!
(Girls) is in the urban area. In each school two intact SS2 classes wore
randomly sampled and balloting was used (0 assign the classes o
experimental and control groups.
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istrument for data collection

Coghsh Language Interest Inventory () was o trpeted g o

and used Tor data collection The instrument s fare b

experts i the field of Enghsh Language from Uity o foce s
Ihe mstrument was toal tested using twenty ropreantyton

another school (University of Nigena Secondary Senool Trara Came
from those sampled for the study. The stabidity/relatignbip ndes ot v
was calculated using Pearson’s product moment coreelation coette
coelhicient was 0 60.

Control of extrancous variables
The following steps were taken to control extrancous varablos that o
constitute a threat to the validity of the findings of the study

Experimenter’s bias
Experimenter’s bias was avoided by using the students’ regular Fngios
teachers in the schools sampled for the study to teach both the caperiment !
and control classes.

Teacher variable

The researcher controlled teacher variables by making sure that a uniforre
standard in conducting the treatment was cohanced. The researches
prepared two sets of lesson notes, one for the experimental group and the
other for the control group. The lesson notes covered both the content anc
duration of the study. The researcher organized training period for t»
teachers involved in the study. During the training the teachers were loctur
by the researcher on what collaborative learning method is, how to place 1
students in their various groups and appointment of a leader for each rrour
to oversee the activities of the group. The procedures involved n uen-
collaborative learning method and lecture methc d to teach the tenses were
also taught to the teachers. The contents of the lesson plans were extensivel,
discussed with the teachers and they were advised to adhere to the contents
of the lesson plans. The teachers were also taught how to administer the pre
test and the post-test using the English Language Interest Inventory (111

Instructional situation variables
The teachers were instructed by the researcher to follow strictly the Jesson
D’an prepared by the researcher to ensure uniform instructions and content
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Leemtment implement

odtabo ative dearning method was wsed 10 veach boghoh bangpaps 1o

the esperimental provps whide the lecture method woae goed 1o e
comtrod proups  the teatment o both groups Lasted four s es '
Audeat s regutar Eogleh language teachers i the sohaals campled 1or o
arady were wsed 1o teach both the expenimental and conteal pronp o
the pudance of the researcher The researcher tained the teachee o
Lot the expermental groups on how to conduct the collabogratise o

betore the eaperment started

Method of data coliection

The 1O was admimistered as pretest before the expenment tated
strument was re shuffled and administered as post test to the todon
The protest scores were used to compare with the posttest weares i
helped 10 assess of the treatment has effect o the studenty” intere
Eophsh Language tenses

Data analysis

The data collected were analyzed wsing mean, standard deviatioe oo
analysis of co vanance (ANCOVA). The hypothesis was tesCat 005 oo

ugnificance.

Results
The results of the study are presented in hine with the research question oo

hypothesis that puided the study.

Research question
o To what extent does the mean interest score of students 10"

English language tenses using the collaborative learning metros =
from those taught using the lecture method?
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Table )

Pre/Post Interest mean scores of students taught Ergloh larguags 1o
using the collaborative learning method and those taught us ng tre coture
method.

% Groups N _ ;Pre-inmm Post- interest Gan Seore
lhowbm«n..wl 105 *57 20 1015 1133
Control 117 5243 54.92 f 4

lable 1 indicates that the expenmental group had g pre nterest meon 20
of 52.20 and a post-interest mean of 70.15 The control group Mo 4§
interest mean score of 52.43 and a postinterest mean score of 5220 T
experimental group has a mean interest gain score of 1795 while the con?
group has a mean interest gan score of 649 This means that 7
experimental group has a higher mean interest gan score of 11 45 more
the control group.

Ho, There is no significant difference in the mean interest scores of stude !
taught English language tenses using the conaborative learning metnos
and those taught using the lecture method.

Table 2
Analysis of Co-variance (ANCOVA) of students’ post-interest score in Enz on
language tenses. (Treatment X Method).

— T —————— — o

Source TypellSS  DF  Mean F Sign
s et e e SQuare

Corrected 72484260 4 1812107 38351  0O0%S
Model

Intercept 19890.078 1 19890.078 420943 000
Pre-interest 012 1 01 000 987° .
Experimental 6186615 1 618.615 130930 00*S
Error 10017 251 212 47251

Total 915981.000 217

Corrected total 17265 677 216
The result presented in table 2 <hows that the treatment has significant
effect on students’ interest in Eng'ish languane tenses. This 15 because the f
value of 130.930 in respect of tha treatment and interest s shown t¢ be
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vendficant at 000 fevels This means that at 004 levels, the T vy
130830 s significant The result imphies that the students tauers
collaborative leaming method had significantly higher interest e
those taught with the lecture method. The null hypothesis of no ot
difference i the mean interest scores of students taught Engleh fars
tenses using collaboratve learning method and those taught o
lecture method is therefore rejected.

Discussion

The results of this study also showed that collaborative learmng o -
ncreased the student’s interest in English language tenses The ree |
agrees with Chukwu, (2002), Onyejekwe (1997) and Omeye, (2007, ©
suitable teaching methods increased students’ interest which leads to b
achievement. The findings of this study support the assertion by Chue s
(2002) that effective teaching method which involves students” et
participation increases the students’ interest and achievement

Conclusion
The results of this study reveal that collaborative learning method o mor
effective than the lecture method in enhancing students’ interest i fne oo

language tenses.

Recommendation

As a result of the findings of this study, it is recommended that

o Teachers should be sensitized on the necessity for the adoption -
practice of collaborative learning method in their different schools
could be done through workshops and seminars organize by fducat o
Authorities.

« English text books authors should include a lot of exercises 14
encourage collaborative learning by students.
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