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The study determined the relationshi

entrepreneurship skills of stud:Lattslo:ZI:i‘pththat FRIbL aipg e
poverty reduction as its putposs, In ordee" Self-p_roductlvnty and
objectives, two research questions and two h ¢ t}? AoRIENE the: alve
The correlation researCh deSign e adOYPot €ses gu1ded_the study.
undergraduate students from e Sample size of 75

graduate s the three (3) universities i s Bi
State was used for the st d ; ersities In Cross River
Vas U8 y. An instrument titled Entrepreneurshi

Education as correlate to Job Creation and unemployment reductioE
Qucsi&ionnaire (EECJCURQ) was used for data collection. The research
questions were answered using Pearson Product Moment Correlation
Analysis. The null hypotheses were tested using simple linear regression
analysis at 0.05 level of significance. It was found that there exists a
high positive relationship between skills students acquire after an
entrepreneurship education course and their self-productivity. A
moderate positive relationship was found between entrepreneurship
education skills and self-productivity. Equally, there was a high positive
relationship between entrepreneurship education skills and poverty
alleviation. Finally, it was found that the skills undergraduate students

mpleting courses in entrepreneurship education

acquire after ¢o
career intention and

significantly influences their entrepreneurial
poverty alleviation but not necessarily influence their self-productivity.
Based on the findings and conclusions drawn, the researchers
recommended among others that specialists should be allowed to handle
entrepreneurship education for productivity in the students.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, job creation, unemployment reduction.
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self-productivity and poverty reduction, commitmen!
made by the government notw ithstanding, 1t i not vl
evident the extent ®© which  entreprencurdhf
education has been able w0 solve the problem of
unemployment through job creation  This  stud
thercfore sort to mvestigate the relationship betwee?
entreprencurship  oducation  programme of
umversitics and job creation in Cross River Stale.
Nigena
According to Dim, Akpunoau, and Muogho, (2016)
Entreprencunal education i Jefined “as the proces
of provading indivaduals with the abelity to fecogmt
commercial opportunities and the bnow ledge bl
and attitudes o at on them  Howgever the authed®
further state that | ntreperncunshep | ducatson has ahed
hoon doscrhod an 2 formal o eformal stru tared
k‘ﬂlng that v uly atcs =t aluady sty acrgy e th albsdity
o sdontify wreen amd wwoee oy alabis op e lusnitagne 88
the cnvinvenert o adddsw 0 bl agguadanm B R
alse, mmportant fo wesdior e paiin and edacaon
om the noed for ctrppreneaniad ducation Moy wa, R
" ANCWA that gnngruy admunatratum: are el
oducated on ertrepvemeerdhp educataom Hemce  the
Natvwmal | sverataes  ( oememmsaow (N O ) oo
orgpanare Wy, wmorboahome and campacgne wilh
the o of crdanomyg the bnowiedge of aniversity
admuntrators, the raihiy and waderts n the e
Thorefore. thore o moed for orertaton of otk
wudemts and aenvematy adermanadeanors The  sothon
wggest that, | ducasons are chalionged wiath dew prang
cocinye ioarmeng o tuntaics for ontreproncurvhegp
sudcats ad those programe for ontreproncurshe
stuadonts showld ompbanare indooadual Xty tses over
prowp atnvtaes. e roladivehy omatroctured. and
rrescr pevdvicrm thet "oguerc 8 “moa el solutunm under
oomdtsoen of ambwguny snd ek Adveang tha
Neadernts mus e prepared W0 thene 0 ity
armdnu tured and encertamn aature of ontroproncural
CTYs LT T
Hemerhwene  Sartene and [ Dumd i song
carmed owt 3 swady on Faplaming
I ntreprencural Intention of | anverat Studenis m
| thuama The study ammed ot establishang the impact
of  emtreprencunhp oduation  n promoting
entreprencurship among voung people. The r'%
of the study revealed that, 77% of the third- and

(201 %)
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~~lm w JOIY h"““h' |ﬂﬂﬂh¢l world k.‘h‘
whe discussed green economy in the framework o
wntamable  development  and  poverty  reduction
ey are encouraged 10 be comciou of theiy
commer s ial activities and to create good jobs through
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o thie regand Cross River Sate as one of the 16 sttey
i Nigenia s not insulated from the vanous efforns o
hewnging the obyectives of entreprencurship education
1o hear Though successive governments in the state
have thed 10 address the aues above, the effects of
the policies and programmes on creating jobs and
reducing unemployment  and poverty among  the
vouths has been that of mived fechings as there will
cunts 3 very high rate of youth unemployment i ol
parts of the state
Coven this sconano, it becomes pertinent 1o ¢uamn
how entreprencurship education is avsog iated with the
entrepeencunal onentation of undergraduate tudeont:
wowards pob creatwon and uncemployment reducteon
The obyectin et of entrepeencurshup educatvon are swelt
out by as 10 provide meaningful education for youth
which  could make them  self-rchance
wibsequently encourage them 1o drve profit and
wit-mdopendent, 10 provide  graduate wih the
Iraining and support necessary o help them extablesh
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nough Ifai”if‘g le.er.will make them creative and
ipnovative 1n identifying new bl{siness opportunities;
o provide small and medium sized companies with
the l,pporlun!ty to recruit c!uall_ﬁed graduates who wil|
receive training anc! tutoring in the skills relevant to
management of the business centre.

statement of the Problem

with the soaring unemployment rate in Nigeria and
Cross river state in particular, self-employment and
{small enterprise initiatives are presently high on the
country’s national agenda, it is hoped that these
initiatives  will provide alternative channels of
employment. A good number of youths are
unemployed; this is traceable to the type of education
students receive in school. They are generally
Jdeducated in areas like arts and sciences which have
Jgiven rise to what is described as “white collar job
Jsyndrome™ which has failed to arrest unemployment
Jbecause of the limited available opportunities in
Jeovernment establishments. To solve the problem of
unemployment, there is need for a more functional
Jand skill-oriented education which entrepreneurship
{education seeks to provide.
JCommitment made by the  government
notwithstanding, it is not yet evident the extent to
which entrepreneurship education has been able to

4 .OUth unemployment, poverty and other social vices
Anall parts of the state. Underlying this situation is the
:fam-that the training which University students
Jcceive has not been fully successful in equipping
j fo:n? With desirable skills and competences requi_red

Job creation and self-employment. The period
écsa\:;%n graduation  and .employment dates has
, ruS[rr::.e dto lengthen and this has become a source of
'mlationlohr!' This study therefore mv.estlgated Fhe
- pr(}gran? P between entrepreneurship  education
/ R"‘-'ers[::: i)f Um_versmes and job creation in Cross
. ’ur])mc fu: tl,lge-“a

¢ Study

¢ main purpose of this study was to

: d@lcr .
_ Mine . P ;
, ¢ the relationship between entrepreneurship

education and job creation in Cross River State.
Specifically, the study sought to: _
Ascertain the relationship between skills
undergraduate students acquire after completing an
entrepreneurship  education  course  and self-
productivity.
Determine the relationship between skills
undergraduate students acquire after
completing entrepreneurship education
course and poverty reduction.
Research Questions
The following research questions guided the study:
I What is the relationship between skills
undergraduate students acquire after completing an

entrepreneurship  education course and  self-
productivity?

2. What is the relationship between skills
undergraduate students acquire after

completing an entrepreneurship education
course and poverty alleviation?
Research Hypotheses
The following null hypotheses were formulated to
guide the study and was tested at 0.05 level of
significance.
HOi: There is no significant relationship between
entrepreneurship  education  skills and  self-
productivity.
HO2: There is no significant relationship between
entrepreneurship education skills and poverty
reduction.

Review of Related Literature

Morrison ,Ogho, , and Ucheagwu, (2015) investigated
on the relevance of entrepreneurship education in
curbing social vices political and improving
employment opportunities in Nigeria. It has been
observed that Nigerian socio-political institution is
characterized by anti-social and anti-democratic
activities such as rigging, impersonation, falsification
of results, kidnapping and thuggery; activities that are
mainly engaged by unemployed youths who are
supposed to be contributing positively to the
development of the society.

The main purpose of the study was to find out ways
through which entrepreneurship education can be
used to curb social vices through the provision of
employment opportunities. The paper also observed

©2023 GODFREY OKOYE UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATION
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that majorinn of those who involve in anti-social
activities are frustrated youths who have lost
confidence in the government of the nation and are
engagad by selfish politicians who use them as
instruments of social destruction for the actualization
of their gready and power drunken desires. The
researchers identified entrepreneurship education as a
sure way and hope for the nation to curb the spate of
social insecurity: believing that if the unemployed
have their own businesses that will sustain them, they
would want to disengage themselves from anything
that will dent their image and expose them to danger.
Recommendation were that government should re-
emphasize entrepreneurship shills development at all
levels of education. engage vouths in the training of
entrepreneurial skills relevant to the economy of the

immediate environment and create  enabling
opportunities  for  self-employment.  Regular

orientation and enlightenment campaigns on the
dangers of anti-social activities. political thuggery and
importance of entreprencurship education should be
given to youth across Nigeria. If this is adhered to
many vouths who would have been attracted to
nefarious activities would be disengaged.
In the words of Ejiofor and Ezekwesili. (2022
Entrepreneurship. in lavman's terms, is the process of
merging and converting various production inputs
into a finished product. However. when it comes to
defining entrepreneur. the concept is multifaceted.
and coming up with a concise description might be
tough. According to Dim. Akpunonu, and Muogbo.
(2016) Entrepreneurship education has continued to
feature as a captivating theme in local summits and
international conferences because of its potency as
tool for mitigating unemployment and other social-
economic  challenges  inhibiting  sustainable
development in all parts of the globe. Inclusive of
entrepreneurship education into curricula of tertiary
institutions started in the United States of America as
far back as 1947 unlike Nigeria where it is a recent
development that dates back to 2006. However,
within a few decades (1947-1980s). over 300
universities  had  introduced  entrepreneurship
education into their array O-f courses. A.Isn. by early
1990s the number of tertiary institutions running

entrepreneurship programmes increased 1o 1.050
schools.

Maintaining that, Nigeria adopted entrepreneurgh;

education to accelerate economic growtj, and
development. This reflected in Nigeria's Nationg]
policy on education which states that education i the
most important instrument for propelling change, 4
no fundamental change can occur in any socjep
except through educational revolution that impact o
the intellects. Therefore, Entrepreneurship educatjop
is not a new phenomenon in the annals of Nigeria: i
has always been an age-long tradition. a culture and 5
habit that has consistently been transferred from ope
generation to another within the diverse ethnic
nationalities in Nigeria

In the words of Dim. Akpunonu. and Muogbo. (2016)
In the words of Entrepreneurship education is not 3
new phenomenon in the annals of Nigeria: it has
always been an age-long tradition. a culture and a
habit that has consistently been transferred from one
generation to another within the diverse ethnic
nationalities in Nigeria: Regrettably. entrepreneurship
education in Nigeria is faced with a lot of challenges
like ineffective implementation of entrepreneurship
education curriculum hence the difficulty in achieving

its goals. lateness in starting entrepreneurship
education in  Nigeria: poor funding of
entrepreneurship  education: and  undergraduate

students perceiving entrepreneurship education as one
of unnecessary electives forced on them by their
respective schools. Looking at the above challenges.
some institutions and government have failed to
prepare these students for self-reliance by not having
fully equipped skill acquisition centres. on the other
hand, government failing to empower few of them
who acquired some skills.

Maina. (2014) investigated the progress of a nation is
a function of the level of the resourcefulness of the
people which to a great extent, relates to the level of
quality of the training and purposeful development of
education in that nation. Such progress ©Of
development could only occur when an individual in
the society is gainfully employed and per capital
income is enhanced. This could only be possible when
government educational policies are geared towards 2
functional education that can lead to job creation and

©2023 GODFREY OKOYE UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONS
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self-reliance. .Entrepreneurship education is

qeans through which government could attain sucﬁ
o clopment 10 the society. Therefore, this paper
Aamines how the mle.Of.emreprene“"ShiP education
and how it c9uld belp in job creation in Nigeria. The
pallenges Of quality entrepreneurship education were
wcussed. Finally, the paper advanced some
ns on how to overcome the challenges so as

unemployment and enhances job creation in

glso

also di.
(o reduce

Nigeria-
pim. Akpunonu, and Muogbo (2016) investigated the

Effect of Entrepreneurship Education on Human
Capital Development in Nigeria. The broad objective
of their study was to investigate the prospect of
mpusitioning Entrepreneurship education as a
qrategy for boosting Human Capital Development.
fhe study used descriptive statistics (frequencies,
percentages) to answer the five research
qufstions posed. One-way ANOVA was used to test
he five hypotheses that guided the study. Three
hundred and  SIX copies of questionnaire were
two hundred and fifty-four were
the findings portrayed a
relationship ~ of entrepreneurship
«ducation. willingness to start entrepreneurial firms,

job creation, sustainable wealth creation, youth

empowerment, and economic development. The
that the federal

study therefore recommends

svernment of Nigeria in conjunction with the state

govemment  should evolve a national culture of
training, and

entrepreneurship by supporting,

}VEWarding self-reliant graduates across the tertiary
evels,

Eon, Omorobi, Garieth, and Nwakpa
bat, the factors that inspired the 1969 national
ariculum conference and subsequent introduction of
* vocationally driven 6-3-3-4/9-3-4 system of

“ucation was unemployment, as well as the marked
rings and actual

| economy.
Universities
hip education

mean, and

xdministered. and

significant

. (2021) assert

Iaib,,?il;r Imaflfei needs of our r}ationa
'om;r-)'. in 2006, the National
“Jmpuﬁmn (NUC) made entrepreneurst icati
Unixersis[(-)ry for all undt?rg.raduates. in nge_nfn
Spite les to develop their job crequon potentlg S.

for these efforts to reposition higher education
¢ production of graduates who are not mere job-
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2§?i<?rs but job creators; to.day, many gra}dqate:f are
i Ou.nd desperately seeking for non-existing jobs.
ThlS_ signals that entrepreneurship education SO
provided, has not been effectively managed thereby
res.ulting to its failure to achieve the desired
objectives. Therefore, this study examined the
management  of  entrepreneurship education
programmes and job creation tendency among
students in universities in Cross River State. To
achieve the objective of the study, four hypotheses
were developed. The descriptive survey research
design was used for the study, 7.862 and 1658
students offering entrepreneurship education was
population and sample for the study respectively. An
instrument titled Management of Entrepreneurship
Education Programmes and Job Creation Tendency
Questionnaire (MEEPIJCTQ) was used for data
collection. It was validated by three expert and its
reliability was established through the Cronbach’s
alpha method. Pearson product moment correlation
and multiple linear regression analysis were used to
analyse the data collected. The results of the study
reveal that there is a significant relationship between
all variables of management of entrepreneurship
programmes and job creation tendency among

students.

Ezejiofor, and Ezekwesili, (2022) Sort to determine

the significant relationship between sustainable
entrepreneurship and  sustainable  economic
development in Nigeria. Survey research design was

adopted for the study, with a sample of 135
s utilized for the study using infinite

d. Data relating to research question
were analysed with five point -Likert scale. The
hypothesis was tested using Pearson correlated
coefficient at 1% level of significance. The study
suggests that in Nigeria, sustainable entrepreneurship
has a strong link to long-term economic development.
Because entrepreneurship contributes greatly to a
nation's long-term economic development. the
Nigerian government must create an enabling
environment in the form of efficient and readily
available basic infrastructure, particularly electricity-
Anyanwu, oluchukwu, OLaolu, Onibiyo. and Rotimi.
(2022) investigated the Entrepreneurslup_ Education
as Strategy for Economic Development 11 Nigeria:

entrepreneurs wa
population metho
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Evidence from FCT, Nigeria. This research was
designed to investigate the roles of entreprencurship
education in poverty reduction and employment
generation in Nigeria. A survey design was used for
the study. A total of 384 respondents from the
University of Abuja and BAZE University. Abuja
were involved. Primary data were collected through
the administration of questionnaires, The data were
analyzed using the Pearson's Product Moment
Correlation Coefficient. Krejee and Morgan (1970)
scientific sampling technique was engaged for the
finite population of the study. The findings showed
that some students intended to start their own business
upon graduation, while others had no entreprencurial
ambitions at all because of lack of financial capacity.
The study recommended for the need 1o introduce
entreprencurship education into the curricula for all
the three levels of tertiary institutions across the
nation, this would help inculcate job-creation
mindsets into the hearts of youths, as well create an
enabling environment for sustainable  economic
development, which will lead to reduction in poverty
level and crimes rate in Nigeria
Method
his study adopted correlational survey research
design. This design distinguishes the relationship
between two or more variables in relation to the
population. This design is considered appropriate
because it provided the researcher the opportunity of
sampling the opinion of a large number of the
population considered significant to determine if a
relationship exists  between the  dependent  and
independent vanable.
Fhis study was carried out in Cross River State. This
State is one of the seven states that make up Nigeria's
South-geopolitical zone which is located in the middle
belt area of Nigeria. Cross River State shares an
international  boundary  with  the
C ameroon to the east and interstate boundaries with
Benue state to the north, Ebonyi and Abia States to
the west, Akwa Ibom and Atlantic Ocean to the South.
Cross River State has Calabar as its capital with
cighteen (18) Local Government Areas,
!Hc population of the study was seventy-five (75)
comprising of all the final year Business  education
students in all the three universities in Cross River

Republic  of

2023 GODFREY OKOY
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State. The population was made up of the (35)
year Business education fludcms in ledery
University, twenty-four (24) final year Busineg,
education students sixteen (16) final year Busing,
education students™ year students in the Private
university in 202172022 Academic Session), These
three (3) universities in Cross River State are: | edery)
University of Calabar, one state University- (.,
River State University of Technology and one Private
University-Aurthur Jarvis university,  [he entire
population was studied because it was manageable.
Structured  questionnaire  tagged | nlr'cprcm:urship
Fducation as  Correlate  to Job  Creation and
unemployment reduction Questionnaire
(LECICURQ) developed by the researchers was yseq
for data collection. The questionnaire was made up of
two (2) sections- sections A and B respectively
Section A elicited information on the respondents’
bio-data while section B consisted of 26 questionnaire
items in three (3) clusters, cluster A, B and C rated on
a four-point rating scale.

Three speciahists validated the instrument to establish
the face validity: two from science and computer
education  department and one  from  vocational
education department all in faculty of FEducation.
Godfrey Okoye University. Enugu. The specialist
helped to ensure that the relevant dimensions of the
constructs used in the study were adequately covered
by the instrument.

Ihe reliability of the instrument was established
through trial testing by administering the instrument
to twenty (20) undergraduate final year students
randomly composed from Enugu State University of
Science and Technology (ESUT) which is outside the
study area. The Cronbach alpha formula was used to
establish the internal consistency of the instrument at
the reliability coefficient which yielded 0.75.0.81 and
0.89. These indicated that the instrument is reliable
for the study. However, the grand mean of reliability
index value was 0,82,

I'he researchers with the help of two (2) rescarch
assistants administered the instrument to the students
in their respective schools. The instrument was
administered and collected on the spot, this gave the
respondents  the chance for where
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gswer this research question. the scores from the
samses of the respondents on skills students acquire
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| Bmductivity. in addition. the result shows that,
kuefficient of determination (R*) associated with
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?T"w of determination (R?) indicates that 10%
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In order to answer research question 2. the scores from
the responses of the respondents on skills students
acquire at concluding an entrepreneurship education
correlated with responses on poverty
reduction. The result above shows that the correlation
coefficient obtained was 0.74: which shows that. there
is high positive relationship ~ between skills
undergraduate students acquire after entrepreneurship
education course and pov erty reduction. Table 3 also
shows that, the coefficient of determination (R?)
associated w ith the correlation coefficient of 0.74 was
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