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Introduction



intp action through effective implementation. The
Nigerian Educational Research and Development
Council (NERDC, 2013) together with the curriculum
developers came up with the curriculum of social studies

in such a way that it has the potentials to equip the
learners with needed skills to survive in the environment.

Social studies is the issue- based school subject designed
apd Introduced as an innovative and value oriented
disciple with the goal of producing honest, committed,
knowledgeable, patriotic and diligent citizens (Olayinka,
2017).  Social studies came as an answer to specific
national problems. In the late 1960s, most educators in
Nigeria arrived at the conclusion that the schools must be
Nigerian in outlook rather than emphasizing foreign ideas.
It was thought that through social studies education, the
love of the country could be developed in our school-
children in such a way that they would develop a strong
attachment to their country and government. Social
studies then is seen an indispensable curriculum that
reflects the goals of the society (Ugo, Aisha & Nnam,
2020). NERDC (2013), remarks that it is expected that
teaching learning experiences to be acquired through
social studies programme should make the learners
achieve the following objectives:

1. Develop the ability to adapt to a changing

environment. . 3
2. Develop national consciousness and spirit of

national unity.
3. Develop ethics of good citizenship and the
willingness to contribute to the development of the

society. '
4. Acquire therighttypes of values and attitudes.
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Despite the clear importance of social studies

curriculum, pedagogical problems are by fand Ia(ge
affecting the effective implementation of social studies

curriculum,

Challenges To Effective Implementation Of Social

Studies .

There are many challenges militating against the
effective implementation of social studies curriculum.
These include:

y A Insufficient Number and Inequitable
Deployment of Social Studies Teachers
Insufficient number and inequitable deployment of

social studies teachers is a significant problem in the

iImplementation of social studies curriculum. It is common
to see a school with 12 teachers of social studies teachers
and another school in the same state with equivalent
students' population with just two or three teachers of the
same subject. This inequality of teacher population is
mostly seen when we consider urban and rural schools'
dichotomy. Deficiency in the population of social studies
teachers would result excess work load and stress. With
the current trends happening in the educational system
vL\(Eerg teachers combine class periods with lessons.

Cé:\gilsg.siar:_ldthg tertiary institutions where lecturers

wich, weekend programme. evening and

adult learning at the ex ense of the re
To Ereke and Agwu (201p5 regular programme.

itwould be an illysi
teachers' effectiveness) nillusion to expect

- intheir professio ice
delivery under heavy workload and s?ress_ nal servi

- Inadequate Instructional Materials

The issue of inadequate | '
In ™y
problem to social S q structional material is a

: €S Implem - ch cqnibri
ofinstructional materia| P ementation. The availability



others as a powerful measure for a successful
actualization of any curriculum implementation.
According to Omofonmwan (2005), instructional
materials are tangible resources aimed at and used by
teachers and / or students in teaching and learning
process to bring about desirable change in the behaviour
of individuals. Hence instructional materials in social
studies are all relevant objects, things, places and
persons that can be used to promote the teaching of
concepts for learners, to learn meaningfully. In social
studies class room, the following resources and
Instructional materials are recommended to be always
part of the teaching and learning. They include:
Textbooks, Audio — Visual materials, Graphics or Two-
dimensional materials, Community resources and
Improvised materials. Inadequate instructional material
hampers effective social studies curriculum
Implementation. According to Osakwe and Itedjere (2005)
useful textbooks especially those written with the Nigeria

environment in mind is lacking in the field of social studies.

The challenge now is for Nigerians to take up the task of
writing relevant textbooks in social studies. A major draw

hindrance in achieving the book writing is the high cost of

book publication and the final cost of the text in the market.

3.  LowSelfEsteem

There is a challenge of low morale and loss of self
esteem of social studies teachers. Most teachers who
teach social studies are not teaching it with pride. Soqial
Studies has a public derogation as not being a lucrative
Subject. The derogatory aspect of social studies results
into poor teacher — student relationship and lack of
interest of the subject by students. According to Osakwe
and ltedjere (2005) one of the problems of social studies IS
that the aims and objectives of social studies are yetto be
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fully explained to the public and herjce the apparent
apathy or indifference towards the subject. Added to this
problem is the issue of the question “what prospects await
the individual who has studied social studies apart from
the teaching profession”? However, Osakwe and ltedjere
went further to explain that with a training in social studies,
the individual with little or no further re-training, will fit into
several job- outlets. Some of these areas include: Mass
mobilization and public enlightenment campaigns, social
welfare work, population education, political
education/politics, broadcasting, especially in production.

4. Lack of Funds

The problem of finance cannot be overlooked.
Excursion trips, teaching aids and the purchase of useful
and up to date text require money. Consequently, in a
situation where money is not available, the teaching of
social studies may be hampered. School administrators
and the government at all levels should be encouraged to

give adequate financial support towards the teaching of
social studies.

9. Unqualified Social Studies Teachers

Unqualified social studies teachers pose great
problem to social studies implementation. Teacher
quallflpa.tlon is one of the elements that produce a positive
resultininstructional delivery of social studies (Nwaubani,
Ottoh — Offong, Uslor & Okeke, 2016). To this issue,
Osakwg and ltgdjere (2005) informed that the percentage
of specially trained social studies educators in Nigeria i
alarmingly too low. The result is that a greater percentagé
of those teaching social studies have not had formal
training or exposure in social studies. Graduates of
various disciplines but with formal professional training in
teaching are employed to teach social studies in various
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schools. The implication of such a trend are obvious. A
number of such teachers are |

: likely to present a
fragmented and biased picture of social studies. Some

others are likely to view social studies as being
Synonymous with any of the social sciences discipline or
history. This problem can be controlled if manpower
training programme is mounted to train social studies
te:ac‘hers. More so, teachers from other social science
disciplines could be sent on in- service or fresher courses
to expose them to the content and methodology of the
social studies. This explain why Okam (2012) stressed
that only professionally trained social studies teachers

can successfully produce a desired result in instructional
delivery.

6. Avoidingtoteach Controversial Issues

Some teachers are afraid to teach controversial
issues. This is unavoidable because social studies cannot
avoid dabbing into controversial issues, since most of the
content of social studies are things o:‘ current happenings
in society: they may be political, religious, economic or
sociacl:. eIZt)):aspiteythe ¥act that NERDC in_201“4 introduced
social studies as a theme in a single subject “Religion and
National Values curriculum” and recer!tly renamed it
“National Values® in July 2017, yet it pofiiays e
importance of social studies In nation building (National
Universities Commission, 2017). Hence teachers should
be adequately exposed 1o deal with controversial issues

without either indoctrinating. inciting, intimidating or seen
to be partisan.

7 Social studies not offered at the Senior

School : g
gzgi;rl‘g:gies is offered at the primary and junior

‘ igen not at the senior
secondary levsls 1N Nigeria but
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secondary school which makes it difficult for proper
transferal from the secondary to 'tert.rary mstltuuons,
ldowu (2017) affirmed that'there.ls mconSist'encyl in
government formulated policies which c.han.ge !lke wind
vane with every successive government in ngerla. Non -
implementation of social studies at the senior secondary
school level according to Oluwagbohunmi and Alonge
(2019) has not helped in the wholistic realization of sqcial
studies objectives in preparing learners to be responsible
citizens in a whole that is becoming complex and
interdependent.

Problems affecting the effective implementation of
social studies curriculum could be summarized in line with

Ezeudu (2004) and NERDC (2013).

Ezeudu (2004) identifies the problems being
encountered in teaching social studies to include:

» Incompetence and poorly motivated teachers;

» Poorfunding of education;

» Curriculum not related to social needs;

> Political interference and retardation of educationa

programmes;

» Poor management of educational resouces;
NERDC (2013) outlines the problems of social studies 10
include:

> Inadequate support from support specialist.

i‘ :2:gequate use of materials including textbooks.

\nadequate trained personnels for social studies
Instruction.

» Ineffective method of teaching social studies.

Measures to Improve Soci _ L um
jculu
Implementation ocial Studies curr
: %:lalltat_in Tr"".i“ing of Social Studies Teachers:
€ social studies teacher as crucial and importa”
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factor in the realization of social studies objectives
and goals N the Nigerian environment requires
qualitative training. This is because quality teaching

aqd Iea'rning depends on teachers input, quality an
orientation.

2. Teacher Motivation

To improve effective teaching and learning of social
studies subject in our schools, adequate motivation is
very important. Teacher motivation plays an important
role in promoting a healthy teaching environment. It
enhances teachers' effectiveness in discharging their
duties, while inadequate motivation weakens morale and
commitment to duties among teachers. One way of
motivating a social studies teacher is through improved
salary and allowances. Equally important, are improved
working environment, public recognition and respect,
opportunities for training and retraining among others. A
motivated social studies teacher is crucial to a successful

classroom.

3. Funding : ,
Funds for the advancement of social studies

education is important. Not funding social studies
program affects all aspects qf students' academic
experiences, from the condition pf ‘the available
resources to the classroom activities, field trip
activities and the teacherin the classroom.

ent of Professionally Trained and

4. i?; Jzﬁ:?cauy Qualifieq Social Studies Teachers
Curriculum implementation requires teachers who

are academically and professionally qualified. The
qualiﬁcation of teachers should be considered when
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