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Abstract

The cum‘m‘pcr\‘mz}\‘c social crises in Nigeria, has made the promotion of good governance
““\"f‘gh sm:!nl studies, at all levels of the education system imperative. This paper argues that
the instructional roles of Social Studies iy promoting good governance education can be
achieved through effective teaching of related contents, use of innovative instructional
- methods, qualitative development of social studies professionals, the use of Information
~ Communication  Technologies, use of resource persons, organization of conferences,
workshops and seminars, and deepening of political literacy education among others. The
challenges identified by the paper include: inadequate funding of research and teaching,
limited utilization of innovative instructional methods, irregular renewal of curricula,
nadequate professional training of teachers and pervasive insecurity. The prospects of good
governance through Social Studies depend on the promotion of functional contemporary
education, effective roles of Social Studies Associations, improvement in organization of
conferences, seminars and workshops, effective teacher preparation programmes in of tertiary
institutions as well as the use of ICT in teaching, Social Studies, among others. Based on the
loregoing, It was recommended that adcquulc funding of S‘omfll. S'tudles‘ educali.on
programmes, effective training of Social Studies tcnchers.‘leuchcrs utilization ol"lnnovatlvc
Communication Technologies, among others Sl‘“’“td be vigorously pursued by Government
and other relevant stakeholders as viable way of promoling good governance education,
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Introduction
The Nigerian state has been
-~ Cthnic, and regionally biased in ori¢

governed by ‘lcaderships that are remarkably religious,
ntations, attitudes and behavioral inclinations, in the
distribution of national  resources. i"'T“s:]]g;zu:tlhcrp.m}CIS,[,O-H)‘b.gov(;:mzmc,';’h .pf)l“'c“l
Appointments .rccruilmcm of public servants mhwc ,cn‘&»l(‘ I L&lu; i (.2 16)). 1 iege ‘tf"cnds
in process OI“ systsmi-of guvcrnuﬂcc secm'lﬂ ":j su!t:)-c:']:‘a":( ?o'ni lcils l'm.llua .5us-p1(.1'0n's,
dissulisih;‘liun md agitations among etani® i‘3) and N lr'm") ¥ o nge-m" i
by ad :b‘ fied why Achebe (198 L no 1‘(-0(.)6) urgqe'd that cl_hmc ravsflry
ﬁiklfiw;::l:::l‘r?clgglyl“aj\?g:::é:ism. constitute 1ht;_ g:m‘g ;’évl\::ﬁerwfn 50151:-(:5' {: is ,?e;t?t()'l'c
imperative that strong insfitutionalization 0! 8 Eovemance education through Socia|
_ g! orian’s educatioNdl system \_Vould help in training future
Slu&j]cs_ at all levels O(; Ol'lrl I\C]:i:rnalit’"“} values, philosophies and desirable attitudes for
taders who are imbued with

achi d sustainable nationd! development. This perspective constituges

Chieving national unity and $

e main thrust of this paper. . qucation uck|1fs\v;ed80}1 that the teaching of social stydies
The National Policy on Lt‘lNalionul valUes Curricylum which are needed (o promote

4 "“;d‘{k‘nlion within the framework © i with diverse skillg to survive in a fast transforming
Wonal valyes. ¢ squip the Y0
alues, could equip
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world (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2014). Based on the above, the teac'hin'g of- gm')d
governance education through social studies instruction, at all levels of education in Nigeria,

is ideally one of the ways of promoting leadership for ethnic integration, cooperation, unity of

ideas and demonstration of qualities of transparency, accountability, qullce, fairess and
tolerance which constitute hallmark of good governance (Nwaubani, 202?). : -

In view of the foregoing, Social Studies is perceived as an innovative Cl'lmf:ula
offering whose contents are derived from societal challenges, needs and aspirations
(Mezieobi, Onyeanusi & Ugwuanyi, 2020). Thus, it has been widely argued t'hat .based on it’s
value-laden nature and unique contemporary need orientation, Social Stufiles. if effectively
taught at different levels of the education system can assist learners to imbibe leadership

values which are vital for the prospects of gnod governance in Nigeria (Nwaubani, Nwaubani,

Okechukwu & Bassey, 2021).

Indeed. as argued by Mezieobi (2015) good system of governance promote popular
participation in governance. through the application of rule of law respect for human rights
which makes governance accountable, tolerant, fair. just and good oriented. This is to ensure
democratic order and avert misrule and anarchy. Governance ought to be transparent and
based on due process, principles of faimess or equity for all citizens with respect to allocation
of national resources, responsibilities or appointments. Effective governance is necessary
because politics is a product of social conflicts, diversities and disagreements (Ogunna, 2003).
Good governance education therefore ought to address issues or factors that generate social
conflicts in a plural or multi-cultural stare like Nigeria. Good governance education is
therefore very necessary in a multi-ethnic diverse nation such as Nigeria. This is because it is
necessary to understand the diverse needs of the peoples and cultures of Nigeria, with a view
to building acceptable social order through effective system and process of governance. The
focus of leadership adequately guided by good governance is to encourage integration of
diversities in order to achieve sustainable unity, social order and national stability. Thus, as
argued Udelala (2017) ethnicity. as a “virus” is mainly responsible for social conflicts. social
crisis, injustice, inequality, political tension and disunity. It is therefore the place of good

governance through effective teaching of Social Studies to reshape the political landscapes of
Nigeria, by u_'aining and .providing leadership directed at achieving nation building goals.

Invariably, Social studies education is an effective instrument for all round
development of citizens for good governance education (Nwaubani, Nwaubani, Okechukwu
& Bassey. 2021). This shows that social studies equip individual with requisite knowledge,
desxrable values and skills for achieving the goals of democratic society. Social studies
curriculum contents are to studyf Interactive rela%ions of man in the society. In addition, the
contents are focused on the maintenance of soc:z}l order through the teaching of values for
cohesive :.md harmonious socnal_ eXistence (Mezieobi, Ediyang & Nwanekezi, 2015). The
aforementioned attributes make it feasib]e to promote the knowledge and principles of good
governance educau?n through social studjes. However, the extent to which the ideals of good
governance are achieved depends on the instructional roles of Social Studies.

Instructional Roles of Social Studies iy Promoting Good Governance Education

i i ucatio _ nang
. Soc:z-ﬂ studies ed . N promotes gyod governance education in diverse wavs. These
are briefly discussed below: 5

1. Teaching Related Contents apg concepts Social studies curricula is focused on
teaching good governance related contenis such as: leadership and followership, human
relations. Social order, political €ducatiy, neace education, conflict resolution. man and his
government, among others. ﬂ}_‘s Mazkes social studies a veritable instruction needed 1
promote good governance In Nigeta. The Federal Republic of Nigeria (2014) stressed the

A
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need for continuous provision of

; . ace - A ; ;
inity. The curriculum structure andpeb' education at all levels in order to sustzin national
i nantiits - objectives of Social Studies could therefore facilitase the
implementation of good governance educatio ies cou efore facil

A b n.

2 The use of innovative instructi 1 .
' ive and activ : onal methods: Social studies encourage the use of
innovative and active teaching methods and : a e e i

s di s and leamning activities. These provide ampie learming
experiences and involve the learner practj v i ; e : .
It is to be noted that any wortl practically in understanding political issues of the nation.
: : . ny worthwhile Social Studies instruction ought 1o accommodate
innovative teaching learning experienc ) ) e c
i uidie > Be necdbil - es and inculcation of good governance education skills
2020) In contemporary global society (Mezieobi. Onyeanusi & Ugwanyi
g' i Qual;;at';e Development of Professionals in Social Studies Education: Socizl

Ndies 15, ollereg. at POSthafiuate levels in most Nigerian universities. This creates ample
opportunities to peruce qualified personnel and needed activities in the development of good
governance education through teaching research.
4. T!le Use of Information Communication Technologies: The use of Information
Communication Technologies in teaching social studies improves research and provides
current contents, including contemporary global education. Mezieobi (2014) identified most
appropriate method of teaching social studies as follows: inquiry method. problem solving
method, simulation method, discussion method. dramatization method. questioning method
instruction, programmed instruction. computer assisted instruction,
d, advanced organizer model of instruction. flexible
scheduling, other are team (cooperative or collaborative) teaching. concepts mapping. future
wheel instructional model, value clarification method gnd ICT in social studies. Proper
training of teachers and effective application of these methods widens the horizon and scope
of learning in social studies. In addition, good governance education can be effectively
implemented through diverse instructional mthods and -mformauon technological mate na]s._
8. Use of Resource Persons: Social studxis education encourages practical ]eamﬁ'm_ga.j this

. : - itation of resource persons, as government officials to

encourages field learning trip and mvitaty < ;
the classroom. This makes learning realistic, exciling and decpens understanding. Akpochafo

. h makes the teaching and learr}ing of spcial studies functional.
0 yapserts U 1B SRR e seminars and worships: Social studies organizations

izati ferences, g I : 5 0 :
gl‘l(:h asggi?slgﬁldoigsoiscs?::iaﬁon of Nigeria (SOSfAN), 550051:1 Studies :nd’ Cr:S;: Education
Assocaton (SOSCEAN), Beauently 0 e B e ood Govemanee
facilitate current publications, which will add r pe E B governance
Pation. eracy Education: Deepening of political literacy
7 Deepening °f, truction is an in asset promoting good govemance
¢ducation through soc! Ediyang and Nwanekezi (2015) observed that
¢ducation. In addition, | governance, calls for concern. The promotion
human rights violations 1D (-jem:;:;o ugh social studies instruction is therefore likely to deepen
°f good governance education - sustainable good governance education.

: . 1 ic ideal for
Political literacy education which 1s id

including individualized
mastery learning instructional metho

Political I_Jit
al studies 1nSUCT
Mezieobi. Mezleqb_l,
ratic politica

Challenges confronting th¢ promotion of good governance education
The likely challenge® . delincalcdastHO“'Sf_ =2
. g education, may limit quality publications,

throy i dies i . i dies
gh social studic social stu
Limited funding of researtcoh ienq:'and the scope of good govemance education. In

teaching resources amdf 52374) inted that govgmmegl inl_ri:;gcria value functional quality
Corroboration, Akpochot© - . ce to funding educalion.
Mnovation in ,educition, put pay liP Sexy:




on.D). Eze, A U.. Adache, G. A, Onwuchekwe, V N Adsioby, &
Mezieobi, D. 1 (Ph-12): 5 PRI e T e
inability to adequately utilize innovative instructional methed,

: ‘na . : 1 4 . ;
5  Social studies 1euqhef al studies classrooms, may lmjm creative ?&ifﬂlfkg} eXperiences

i lngncleugncrs The effective teaching of social studies, regures
“ \iu < b ; & " X . '
and skill to be acquired by structional strategies and methods to encourage active leaning
elaborate use of mnovall\lfe ins necessary for inculcating good governance education
icipation, which are o if there 1s active (innovative
Conversely, cdryand, : fies
; ing of social studies. . . . . ,
i tead“r?dg frequent review, revision and renewal of social sFudresfcur;;cula at all
" € a = ’ 2
3. l h;ndeql::i‘ucation enterprise, could slow down the implementation of contemporary
levels of our _

] - on. : pom . . -
issues as good - "dllc?t;ionﬂ' training of teachers in the utilization of information
4. There 1s mchccl':\clPrq f; -m generate contents spread, innovative ideas and learning

icati echnologics ¢ , . r g
and cpmmunlcallin:‘th? 1hcg foregoing, Mezieobi, Onyeanusi and Ugwuanyi (2(_)20.198;
experiences. To buttress ies teachers are not professionally trained to acquire these
commentted “Many social studies teachers are P : - SV hools™
: " «tent for quality social studies instruction in schools . ;
skills and also be computer competen N . field trips and visit of
5. Social insecurity in Nigeria limits the use of resource persons, ‘cl Pt o e
resource persons, field trips and visit of resource centers across the general country.

. ; , i  alarming but
noted, that the state of general insecurity confronting Nigeria today is not only al E
also pervasive (Nwaubani, Nwaubani, Okechukwu& Bas sey, 2021)

;;mtegies and techm

Prospects

There are prospects of promoting good govern:

I. The government of the day
majority of Nigerians, such
education, entrepre

2. Social studies ¢o
association,
education,

o L B . 1 . jnee“

iltsa(;gxcf:ntla::'(‘g Instilment of colleges of education and universities are V‘igorousl.[
proving their teacher preparation Programmes in social studies, in order t0

contemporary social needs,

4. The use of

innovative com icati
' ' | Munication techno
classrooms, could Improve qug|
5. Periodic review of social studie

the scope of socig| studies (o ¢
6.  Pupils and students’ generq)
Opportunities to understang
7. The integration approach iy (e

learning eXperiences, mokey i
education,

ince education through the following ways: ;
supports the teaching of contemporary issue§ that affec":l
as good governance education, peace education. polit
neurial education and so on, : _
nferences, workshops and seminars organized by social studies
provides Quality material publications to facilitate good governance

: logies in teacher preparation .
Ity instruction in social studies.

S curricula at all leyve
mbrace good gove
Mlerest in (he
contents of good

aching socin] stu
Lo

. 5 - qrees
Is of education enterprise, enlars

rmance education. le
use of social media provides amP
BOvernance education. and
dies and organization of contents e
¢pendable source of enlarging good govermal
Conclusion

The place of socia Studies {1y -

cducation enterprise in Nigerin, hnvf l;:’j1.l'l1"
approach of the discipline and ity emphy :lL
innovative instructional methads, mmw' "
studies limitations and challenges
prospeets of social studies in achie
democratic value education, de
peaceful co-existence of citize

B Bood overnance education at all l"“ebt: t
" udiudped fegible, because of the in.leé_“‘?‘\ﬁe
i-m‘ tontemporary political issues. use of dl:.,na
n Dr:)‘n:f:“:“ud tcChniLIUCH. I hi.\; pupcr exa.l“lneg‘nbg [ht‘
ving thiy 11(#&”“(-‘ BOverance education, incly -l(ion is
signed 1 unh’ &-nh"ecl.“’“- Good governance efiu_c“enq
ns, including (aj .“m,'c political stability in a polity. *"o.
' TeNs and Justice in treatment of persons
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u serve s effectlve loadership yuide, e

! : i . C(m‘ . 4 4
i the pilof of BOVernance, Prehensiye OTEntationg

feeommendutions

(e following stggestions are put {orwuy.

|, Boclal “!“"“‘3” lenchers should e adequately trained th ;
communication technologies wkills, g 0510 Improve their re " e of
development in good governance education, search skifly

9, Professionally tralned social sludies
heooks puhlia;nlh,;m 5O 18 10
education,

3, Government should step up funding of
contemporary importance in promoting good governance education,

4. Constant, regular and periodic review of socjul studies curricula, would make it current

In promoting good governance education in Nigerin,
The state of Nigeria requires relatjye peace and social order, this is to enable practical
learning experiences through social studies education, o be nurtured and improved,

6, Nocial studies teachers' adoption of innovative instructional methods, strategies and

lechnigues, will enable the activation of social studies teaching, independent creation of

knowledge by learners and improvement o leaming experience to facilitate deeper
appreciation and understanding of good povernanee education,

inlbrmutiun
lor content
leachers, ought 1o he

involved i journals ¢
; & and text
Improve the soure 5

¢ materialy for good KOvernance

social studies education, because of jtg

wm
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