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this process which widened the gap between th
income groups and entrenched urban poverty in the town. Largely

primary and to an exlent secondary sources were deployed for this

work,
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piguis located inorth-central Tgbolandin eqgtery yjoor. 17
undtoth e porthby Nike and ﬁbﬁ}r-; fo the:south by, Awkunanay, P
ihe east by /0guiand:torthewest by Ngws. . It lies preoigg, ey
escarpment below theMilliken hills'on latitude 689, feet aboye é&a-
sl 'Its..tDPfJETﬂPh}' is generally rough and is separated by pockes.
of rivulets ‘and ‘streamsamong which are, Aria, Asata, Obwett;
(Ogbele) and Idaw rivers’. The nature ofits environment necessitateq
the need for a geographical survey carried out in the area by a team of -
British explorers led by Mr Kiston in 1909 °. The result was the
discovery of Coal which eventually led to the influx of people intaithe
area that is today known as Enugu. As the pﬂpulatian.ggnsimhﬂ.}.r,:

grew owing tomultiple government businesses, the town experienced
a surge in. 1945 which led to the first census in the town to:determine
the ‘population of residents. The census showed that in the period,
35,000 people were resident in the town'.

The earliest map of Enugu District drawn in 1913 shows the site of
Enugu before there was a colliery, railway or permanent settlements
there. The ridge appears to the west, its edge broken into step spurand:.|
short valley and the plain to the east 500 feet below the ridge top and'"
intersected by small streams (Aria and Asata) running east’. The:
Streams emptied themselves into Ekulu river in the east, the native
village of Enugu-Ngwo is shown on top of the ridge in the west, the
only settlement shown on the plain is Ogui; a tiny hamlet on the
tastemn side of Ekulu river. The land between Ekulu river in the edst-
and the ridge in the west which is the main site where Enugu was to
“merge 1s empty °. This shows that from the earliest time to the.

12
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opening decades of the 20" century, the area that is total knowy “
Enugu was of no importance and significance to outsiders. But for g,
local Ngwo people who own the land between the ridge and Ey,
River, the area was just a farm land ", Being predominantly farmers,
the people of Ngwo descended the ridge with their families t4
cultivate varieties of crops on the land. They made temporal farmy
homes where they camp for nothing more than one native week at a
time during the peak of yam cultivation and harvest to work with their

families ",

On the site indicated, the coal mine and the railway terminus were
established in 1915 and 1 916 respectively. Bush houses for the
Colliery manager and his assistant were built on the top of the -1'idgi: £,
Houses for the first labourers in the coal mine were built below the
mine on a spur nearby and bush houses for the first railway workers
were built on top of the railway bridge over the Asata stream .

InFebruary 1917 the settlement was declared a second class township
with the name Enugu-Ngwo Township "'. The town was named after
Enugu-Ngwo; the owners of the vast open land between the ridge and
Ekulu River where Enugu Township is established. With the
assumption of a township status, the Local Authority (LA) was
constituted to administer the township and as well carryout

Systematic development plan for the establishment of amenities and

social infrastry ' c iti
cture in the town . How the amenities were

es:a:'mh?d, the.agencies that established them, the groups targeted in
::t ;ﬂ 'Iﬂhmg t?mm and the realities. that played out after their
Ishment is the majp focus of this paper. In attempting a cietﬂi]ﬂd

. s 73
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nalysisof the subject matter, we will first examine the factors that |

i . i .

o the rise of Enugu, the inhabitants of Enugu and the developme ﬂ:'
F nto

qmenities 10 the town.

pactors thatled to the Rise of Enugu

The major catalyst that led to the rise of Enugu Township was coa]
Hence the town is known as coal city up to the period of our review.
The circumstance that led to the discovery of coal in Enugu started in
1903 when Mr. W.R Dustan, the director of the Imperial Institute of
Mineral survey London, established the mineral survey department '
under the colonial government ", The department carried out series of
geological survey in different parts of Nigeria; part of their initial
findings was deposits of lignite near Aasba. In 1908, large deposits of
lignite were discovered at Ibusa, Okpanam, Obomkpa and Nnewi ",
While the imperial institute was still testing the quality of mineral
already discovered for fuel purposes, large deposit of coal was
discovered in Ngwo by a team of Geological exploration engineers
led by Mr. Kiston in 1909 i

Mining operation started in November 1915 as Udi mine was opened
in Enugu-Ngwo. The area that was of no significant to outsiders up to
the opening years of the 20h century became very significant, not only
for groups within Nigeria but to Europeans of different nationalities.
Coal was the major catalyst that led to the rise of Enugu though the
contribution of the First World War cannot be over looked. Though
wars are accompanied with horrible experiences to people and
societies in terms of loss of lives and properties, but to some groups it
18 a source of upliftment. The Enugu coal was abandoned as not good
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enough by the report of Bagr. S.A Marine in December 1910, Ity
the devastating effects of the war wh ich hindered coal supptiemtq&'

British colonies in Aftica thatnecessitated the exploitation. . ...

Coal helped in the growth of ransportation not only inEnugu butiy,

other parts of Nigeria. Coal custained the railway formore than five
decades. It powered the locomotives which made the' movementof|
goods and services sasier and ‘faster’ there by ‘contributing/-to ther
growth of Enugu gconomy- The exploitation of coal led to the/inflix
of people from-far and near into the town both'European and groups:
within Nigeria in searchfor smployment".  Isiaslon wnii mhau

Apart from providing employment opportunities, -coal -played an’
numerous Buropean firms who contributed o’
frastructure-in Enugu. For/
as the main consumer: of:
‘Eléctrical Undertaking
ﬁtdﬂipﬂii}f—:;

active role in attracting
the development of amenities and social in
instance, apart from the railway ‘which W
coal- two government departments, ‘that'is,
and the Marine; and three European frms viz Uiited Afric
(UAC), John Holt and Elder Dempster c_::rnsumed coal".

e e s __'?._J-'_
. e I % oa Arpar s 5 3TV

11519497 the abiove Tisted firms and:government establishiment used:
150,000 fons'of coal; 65;000 went to'the working of electricity, whilei
the st ias nsed by river fleefs and small: coastal vessels'o Thes
thermal inar plant at OjiRiver was also' dependent-on‘coal. TheD
stafion‘(Oji-River) supplied electricity not only to Entigw butito.otheno

dﬂfﬂiﬂﬁiﬁ'ﬁa’i‘&ﬁs’ in'Easterni Ni g‘ar‘iE.Tthcdlliery'gﬁnerated:ﬁ.:nds-fum

thf_' ﬂ' f?flﬁﬁméﬂt of Eiingu, From1917-1957 for instance, the colliery):

madeannual average profit of $20,000 (twenty thousand pounds).onavi
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jtal investment of only $3,500(three thoysgng five hungreq

i unds)”. Though, of the much fund generated frop Enugu cogl, v,
jttle Was set aside for the development of e town™. !Thr:s:
numrilhﬂmding’ coal played a leading role in e Browth ang
develﬂﬁmﬂﬂt of Enugu. It created employment: generated enrgy
reeded for development and encouraged large scale Investmen; by
cumerous firms in the town, which boosted the Enugy economy.

The railway was linked to Enugu in 1916 because of the growing
importance of the town owing to coal mining activities. It was linkeg
to Enugu primarily to provide adequate transportation for the
marketing of coal. Being the only coal field in the country in the
period, the commodity was needed in numerous places within the
country and beyond. In 1918 for instance 130,000 tons of coal was

moved by the railway out of Enugu”. The northern line which was.
linked to Enugu in 1917 converted the town into a passage for

northern Nigeria goods like sugarcane, groundnuts, onions, millet etc

to the Port Harcourt sea port. In the passage of time; it gave rise to

pastoral farming and meat business in Enugu. More slaughter houses

were opened by the Local Authority with surge in cattle business.

With the railway, the movement of goods and services into Enugu
became easy. Both local and foreign firms established their offices in
the town. It provided ready market for agricultural produce harvested
in the town and its environs™. The cheap transportation offered by the
failway opened the town up to the influx of numerous entreprencurs,
Workers, artisans and traders from different parts of the country and
beyond. Enugu was made the Headquarter of Eastern Districts ofthe
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Nigerian Rallway Corporation, Knug was also the host of 4 litg
raffic department and a mechanized enginecring department whic,
organized locomotive repairs and wagon construction, 15y 1936, the
corporation had as much as 410 staff members working in Enuga”,

Development of Amenities in Knugu,

In February 1917, Enugu was inade a second class tovwnship and was
placed under the administrative contro) of the Local Authority (LAY,
The Local Authority was made up of junior white officers reporting
directly to the Resident at Onitsha provinee, They were advised by the
‘Township Advisory Board (1A1), which i comprised of the LA,
medical officer, superintendent of prison, colliery manager, land
officer, town engineer, agsistant cammissioner (political), the crown
council and the Jocal railway engincer”, Part of the duties of the TAB
and the LA was seleetion of sites within the township for
development, preparing of layouts and allotment of plots within the
sites and enforecement of regulations especially to public amenities in
the town such as the town market, slaughter houses, cemetery etc”,
Typical of colonial rule in Africa, they developed amenitics that were
ensential to their comfort and productivity within their residential
sector of the town; other amenities which will facilitate the general

development of the indigenous people in the town were neglected.

In housing and urban planning, the L.A from the onset of development
divided the town into two seetions, The white officers only pm‘mitm‘
necessary interaction with the local people, for instance in the arcas of
some domestic serviees such ag cleaning, gardening, gate keeping ¢t

the European and the natives settlement is clearly demarcated not

77

|



SO R AL A e 0
W i B
: Obwetti (Ogbete) rivers b
Hﬂd ( g )' ut also a large parce] of
North-east 0of the railway station”. As this ma:
Major
1 was established by the local authority, the indigenoys
ting bush settlement erected by Alfred Innomg
the bridge above the Udi coal mine to spreaq

le hmlt onthe exis
id pis colle Bguﬂs o
. settlemen o5, The area later known as Alfred camp and its
thel g anded with local effort. The buildings vary from mud to
:H::haﬂ - und itself. Residents were all miners
upto 1923 when
different menial STV!
¥ Aglvamine

of Milken hill in 1920, native s
tly local miners -

that clustered aro

the local railway workers and other people rendering

ces to the Europeans built their houses in the

was opened at Ukwuna, -an Ngwo farmland

settlement -
ettlement sprang up in the

4t the foot

area, residents wereprednmman

eyed and plotted the area south of the Alfred camp for

In 1923, LAsurv
The colliery took over some

the construction of native settlement.
plots and constructed their first native staff quarters in the area. That

same Year, they also took over Some plots at Iva camps ] and 2 to

construct quarters for their native staff’. The staff quarters were
prototype buildings, detached double flats of two bedrooms each. The
flats were not specious enough to sustain a decent living for nuclear

fami]y“.

Following the announcement of the relocation of the headquarters of
Southern Province of Nigeria from Calabar to Enugu In 1927, the
Local Authority in conjunction with the Township Advisory Board
took an aggressive development plan for Enugu. In 1928, a
professional town planner, Mr Hudson, was invited to putup @ major

78



RENAISSANGE UNVERSITY JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT & SOCIAL SCIENCES (RUIMASS)  Vokime 3.4y, 10 4

physical development plan of Enuguﬂ- In the plan, devc]upm

attention was focused on the European location to a complete By
of the native locations. Recommendations on industrigy
residential areas, army barracks, markets, public parks ang h“Sinegi
districts were made. Though the LA did not accep ll g,
recommendations made, the Europeans reservation gre, Wag
plotted™. The whole areas were opened up with well Paved‘agee,
roads and links. The plots were specious at about 150 by 100fe
each. Economic and other trees were planted as the plots wer,

demarcated with barb wires.

Miller Bmthers, African and Eastern Trade Cooperation, African Qil
Nut, John Holt, Bank of British West Africa, the Railway and The
Nigerian colliery took over some plots to construct residentia]
buildings for their European workers. Most of the buildings were
three bedroom bungalow, a garage and distant boy's quarters, The
government secretariat, the secretariat quarters and other govermnment
department were sited within the European section of the town™. In
the mid-1940s, the period of Nigerianisation of civil service and
World War II, the number of people rendering different services in
Enugu had a surge which necessitated the planning and extension of
some native locations. For instance coal camp, Ogui and Asata. The
colliery, railway, post and telegraph as other private firms constructed

quarters for their local staff Local private developers purchased plots

in these are i ] "
as and bm_it their houges™, Conscious efforts were made by
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igl goVeInm ' rt
colonial & ent and not to give comfort to the residents
Cnis as with

the European location.

By 1958 when Eastern Nigeria was granted self-government, th
* y LIC OIS
rested on the natives. Political leaders

of the development of Enugu
civil servants ook over the positions and accommodation left

eans and retained the existing polarity in the

the political class and top middle class civil

ncome earning group on the
Layout was opened as a
lodge, parliament
ng house and

etween
o hand and the lower 1
1960s, Independence
gnv&mmant
d ministerial quarters; Eastern quadcasti
a1, After the Nigerian — Biafra Wab the government

d the planﬁing of

ng authority comimence
Haven, Trans-Ekulu

- this ime b
servants on the 08

ther hand. [n the early
prestige Jayout that housed the.

buildings, %
Hotel president

gh the tOWI planni
ude Achara layout, New
By the 1980s when these layouts

e Jower income groups were
fully planned and
rvants and

other layouts which incl
ut extension.

obvious that th
block of flats with beautl
d by middle class civil se

Jayout, Uwani layo
were completed, it was
not considered, the modern

paved environments Were occupié

business people’ -
velopment of Jayouts led

The neglect of lower income groups in the de
ss slums and emergence

lowercla

to the massive expansion of existing
ard expansion of Alfred camp

of new ones. For instance the west W
gave nse !
to Aron's camp. The north ward expansion of coal camp led

to the em

Eﬂmmﬂn:r‘émﬂﬂ of Ngenevu, Obed camp and Bunker. These

- lnwE;l: unplanned slums with very high population density
come staff of University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital,
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‘lway Cooperation workers as well as lower income
S Rm; u‘j main market. Other slums sprang up around the
::;-I:rszﬁ::}f;tsg:uch as Ugbodoguw on the was:tm ?’E;t of Trang.
Ekulu layout, Ugbo- Okonkwo “n.thﬂ Eaﬁtﬂmf Pt . ?‘W Havey
layout. They provided accommodation for low income civil sewinls,

small holder business owners and artisans. Iva- valley, camps angy
Pottery and Agu-Abor developed at the foot of the Milken hij aroupq
the Iva coal miners quarters and COPEX quarters. The clusterg are
one of the largest settlements of low-income groups in Enugy,

In the low income settlements, there was no conscioys
government to provide social amenities such as good
proper electricity distribution plan among others, Tran

not equitably installed to provide balanced high Voltage,
connections and local maintenance by non-

ot by gy,
road networ,
S-fﬂm]tm Were

shabhy
professional resideyys

common place. Portable water schemes are not extended to the arex,

residents depend on the rivulets and streams within the town for i

water needs. There are no hygiene and

sanity facilities, open

recreation facilities and well ventilated environment unlike the highe
income group settlements. The nature of city development confinued

to force the low income groups into the sub-urban areas for instrc
Nike, Emene, Amechi, U gwuaji and Ngwo village.

Health Facilities:

In 1917 when Enugy attained a township status, a medical officer™
appointed who in turn established a medical center for the Eurﬂﬂfﬁ
In 1926 they opened a hospital for themselves, at Park Avend
hospital was run by white doctors, nurses and other attendan®

4
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W
& dilled staff. Only Europeans were admitted in the hospita]

qorthe (954 when i+ started admitting senior service personnel of
o andother government departments”. There is also the

i i which started as a first aid center for minersin 1917,
gﬂ‘lﬂrﬂ ere dto ge,nﬂral hospital in 1928; their services were
" iners to accommodate natives in habitants of
exfende .+ 20 beds and rose gradually to 150 beds by
e 1OV 1 is over-crowded both with in and out patients
few medical personnel. The efficiency

atment from VT
w as it is difficultin most cases to get medical

ow income carning natives inhabitants of Enugu
owing to this restored to local medication. For instance, up to the early
1980's, pregnant women travel t0 their villages when delivery is due”.
[ 1935 however, Missionary Society (CMS) and the
Roman Catholic Mission (RCM) opened maternity homes

th needs of pregnant mothers and new

respectively to SErve the heal
bom babies in the native location of Enugu . The CMS matemity

graded to service the general health needs

home was subsequently up
rded about 60%

of the local people in 1953; the maternity homes reco

ofbirths in Enugu”.

general hospital was
tly in November 1972,
the University of
hospital was

At the end of the Nigerian-Biafra war, the
*_:unw:rted to specialist hospital and subsequen
i e converted to a teaching hospital to service
Nigeria faculty of medical sciences™. In 1971 Parklane
:;;E;:;D- a general hospital. Other specialized hospitals were also
o ﬁfigzlugu n}\f the period. For instance the

opedic and Plastic Surgery after Wa

Haile Selassie
rds National

[— 22




Orthopedic Hospital located at former Governor's lodge, b _'
road and also, the Federal Psychiatric Hospital at New Ha"'ﬂl
location of these hospitals in the high-brow areas of Enugy mﬂ;"ﬂz b
to widen the gap between the high and low income eaming gmllpgl.-'
Private medical practitioners took advantage of the high P%%
density in Ogui, Asata and Uwani to site their hospitals. For

St Thomas Hospital, Asata; Mother of Christ Maternity H:;:t:’
Ogui and Uwani Hospital®, Owing to the cost of medicatiopg ;

private hospitals, low income groups depended on
stores for their health needs.

patent Medigy

Education:

Western education in Enugu, just like in other parts of Igbo lang Was
Sponsored by Christian missions”’. The colonial government beljgy
it did not have adequate financial resources to mount the stmcmm
and recruit teachers from England it only setup the educationg|
departments and appointed director of education to guide and regyJyy,
education in the colony”, The missionaries in tum  appointeq
secretaries of education who developed curriculum in Jige with
government specification, opened schools, recruited teachers and
monitored the process of development. For the Church Missionary
Society, the secretary for education in Onitisha Province where
' Enugu belongs is Rev G.T Basden. He supervised the establishment
of schools in the whole of the province. He established the first school
in Enugu, St Peter's primary school Ogbete Enugu in 1922”, The
major subjects thought in the school include English Language,

Arithmetic, Religions Studies, Geography, European History, Basic
Science and Hand work™

83
h—." = e




r'
RENAISSANGE UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT & SOCIAL SCIENCES (RUJMASS) Voluma 3 Mo | Dee. 2017 Eten
- Editen

g
primary education empowered local natives to the extent of

Enmmuﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬂg, writing in English and calculating figures. These
<sured them of jobs either with the government, the expatriate firms
the Christian missions either as a school or church
late 1930s the schools established by both CMS and
number of 1,620 pupils with 1,400 in masculine

in Enugyu O
tEﬂEhB‘L BY thE
RCM had 2 total

gen de &
school in Enugu is Collage of Immaculate
ablished by the RCM in 1942. In 1948 the RCM

also g.penﬂd the Holy Rosary:Collage, a high school for girls above
ge. Itwas only in 1951 that the colonial government made
tablishing a school in Enugu. They expended
£150,000 (one hundred and fifty thousand pounds) to establish and
equip & trade training center later known as Government Technical
Collage (GTC)- That same year, they opened Women Training Center
(WTC) -8 vocation teacher training center for women' . In 1959 and
1961 respectively, the CMS opened a high school for boys and girls at

Awkwanaw in the heart of the nat

The first secondary
Coneption (CIC) &'

|3years of @
e first effort at es

ive location”.

It is pertinent fo say here that government interest in education
heightened from 1958 when Eastern Nigeria was granted self-
governing status. The National Archives was quickly established that
same year. Itis a repository for important documents that aid research
and development. The Eastern Nigerian library was established In

1959 to run a comprehensive book lending and reference services for

researchers™. In 1961 the Enugu Campus of the University of Nigeria
was established. It took over 200 hectare premises of former Collage
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¥
of Arts, Science and Technology. The campus housed the facyl;

Law, Business Administration, Medicine and Enviropp,
Sciences. In 1973, the Institute of Administration and the Collg

Csof
ity

_ 8¢ of
Technology were merged to form the Institute of Managemey, "

g
' Technology (IMT)". | |

After the Nigerian-Biafra war, government intensified effort ip the
establishment of primary and high schools in Enugu, By 1979, there
were 22 (twenty two) primary schools in different parts of Enugu wig,
an enrolment of 22,221, pupils and 1,078 teachers; 5 secondary
schools with total enrolment of4,500 students and 175 teachers*

CONCLUSION:

Development of amenities and social infrastructures in Enugu started
during the colonial period. Boahen noted that the positive effects of
colonial development in Africa were not deliberately calculated, they
are accidental buy products of activities, or measures intended to
promote the interest of the colonizers”. The education system
permitted in Enugu was not to empower the |
sufficient development rather it only empowered them to serve the
purpose of the colonizers. That is why it took twenty two years from
the establishment of the first primary school in 1920 to the
establishment of the first secondary school in 1942, It was only from
the early 1950s when the indigenous people have started playing

Influential role i policy making and implementation that aggressive
steps were taken to establish cmpowerment driven education.

ocal natives for-self-

There are reasong why for instance the European made their
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sattlﬁmﬂ’“t far away from the native settlement. So much could hay

: e
peen Jearnt Y the native from the European in terms of westem
opment motivation and productivity had the division not
But for which ever reason they adopted this patter of

t negative development precedence in the town
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LMo 1Doe 3017 Ean

human devel
heen created.

devclapmf:nt, it se
d after the colonial period. The top and middle class

ich continue
over the positions and accommodations left behind
lonialists widened the gap between them and the
Government policies and projects for instance
f layout, housing , electricity, water schemes, hygiene |

projects etc were all targeted to improve the lot of
of the town. This pattern of

the high and low income

wh
g[m_lps ﬂ]ﬂt tﬂﬂk

h:f the Eﬂ[‘{}]}ﬂaﬂs co

Jow income groups.

dave:lnpmﬂﬂt 0

and cmrimnmental
the high and middle class areas

development widened the gap between
groups in the town and as well entrenched urban poverty in the town.
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