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~MWarrant Chief Uzoechi Ubenyi and Mrs |
Onugbo Uzoechi (nee Ozomaluze) of
- 2 Enugt? \obagbo, Awha Imezi, Ezeagu
v Northeast LG A, Enugu State. His school
days covered 1946 - 1951 at St. Michael’s
| z Primary School Awha, 1952 - 1953 at St.
Joseph’s Olo , Preliminary Training
College (PT.C) Eke, 1954, and Lourdes
Training:, College (LTC) Iwollo-Oghe, |
©.1956 - 1959. Higher Educations took him=
to the Universjty of Nigeria, Nsukka, 1961 -
- 1964, where he graduated an upper
second cliass. honours in History; to

& Thadan University for the Doctorate, e
¥ 13 - part-time 1965 - 1967 and full-time 1971 - 1975, where his profcsson';

climaxed everything by playing God, said to him: “Yows can never be «
J doctor aslong asTamalive”. ‘
. i Persecuted out at a doctorand’s status by l97§ he had signed on at th:; ‘
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" - earned doctorate in August “1985 crowned ‘his ‘twenty year
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N = § Nationalism yet drove hinx home to Alvan l98< 1998. He enjoined
g Y e ~the Owerri grpervience of teaching highly-motivated and apts Collegians.
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(ESUT), he handles Igbology, Hlstory and Philosophy of Science, I.abour |
¥ - Behaviour, and Urbanization amana eager and intelligent youths growing |
up in amadding Money Culture.
- i This Uzbechi chose Teaching: He can never regret doing so. Given his §
life to live over, he would vselcome itmore. i
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_ - §Every' book, cvery teacher, has
academnic parents. From primary school to

~ university, teachers, tutors, and lecturers
. helped me on my road to History Land. My -
experiences, in fact, have been liberative
through the Universities of Nigeria, Ibadan,
and Kent State in Ohio, USA. . L

- §During various cross currents in

‘ ‘historiographies, I was guided to discover the
~ stone excellence of . true historianship; the
democratic temper in the House of the
 Intellect;. the humility of the leamned; the
ongoing ‘incompleteness  of history; the
_ pationalist revisionist angle to - colonial.
_writing; ‘and the difference between
the guild. o _
 .§ For this mind travel, I am grateful to
the Library Staffers of the Nnamdi Azikiwe

~ Library, UNN (1961-1964, 1970-1971) and oi}{
the University of Ibadan (1965 — 1967, 1971 -

— 1975). The Tbadan library is unrivalled for
_its wide-ranging collections. At Kent State,
manuscripts, various micro-documents, and
inter-library loans. My only regret was that I



L

couldnotread all mthecalmaumsphueofa
creanvefaculty . -
consulted I_*_J;ge_rma, Militaria, and Igboma -
books and other records on the Igbo people’s
history and culture. American and European
textswerehandyovertheworldwaryears :
foreshadowed by aggressive and jmgoist sick
‘governments catled fascisms. As a matter of
course, 1 collected data from the Ntm‘«ian
- National Archives in Enugu, lbadan,

- Owem T N '
"~ §For their msplmuon, support and
“kindness, 1 thank my uncle, Dr. Joseph -
Ogwudile Oforama, my guardian, Engineer
- (Locomotive) Samuel M. Ndubuisi, my

teacher, educationist Nze Stephen Agu, tutor.
Dr. Robert Duhu, Professor J.E. Flint, before
Professor J.C. Anene, Drs C.C. Ifem&m;_,
- Romanus N. Egudu. A. Adewoye, J.C.
_Onyemelukwe and Prof. Moses Airen Amayo -
during my Ibadan days. Though few are dead,
manylweonasennnmtprofwsmand
technocrats. . - '
~ §At Kent State Umversny, I met God
. Himself, it is thanks to Sir William Ekechi,

~ head of an academic dynasty of that name,
" Hon. Dr. Nnanna Ukegbu, Prof. G.LC. -
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Elnwa, Drs Tony Onmmmnh and Clndl
‘Osuagwu at the Alvan Tkoku ' College of

- * Education, Owerri, Professor Felix K. Ekechi,

fm&mammpemsoran(entisﬁmmsfmhns
‘thoroughness. He guided me with ‘truth,
kindness, and expertise. Thanks are also due

to Lady Regina Ekechi, Prof & Mrs. R.P.
- Swierenga, - Professors Jerry Newman and,
.'fBa;hataClements,me & Mrs. Henry N.
~“Whitney, Professor Victor Papacosma,

- “Chairman Prof.-and Mrs. Graves, Professors

Saul Kaplan August Meier, K. Calkins and J.

| ' Friedman, Wang J. Hubbell, L. Bozcek, and

theg:eatsectetmmeEmandeh.
§An academic nomad; I left Owerri for
ESU‘I’ in 1998, -For working here, I'am
- thankful for being attracted by Prof. & Ms.
‘encouraged by Prof & Mrs. R.C. Okafor,
- formerly Director of the General Studies
~ Division and now Dean of Postgraduate
. Studies. Proféssor Venerable Dr. Chinedu
‘Nebo, ex: DVC .and Professor 1.J. Clndobem,
the new Deputy. Vice-Chancellor - have "in
_many -ways ‘stnoothened - my “feathers. Our
current Director, Mrs. Oby Nnamani deserves
‘Mmd[ﬂﬂlygive:tvvlnleﬁa&maﬂ
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: § Finally, Ipmseandﬂ:mkmymfe
“and co-soldier in academia, Jolie N. Uzoechi- |
(Nee Enyi) and the family — Hon. Barr
N Umma,SumlmtEbdedehgm -onthe
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PREEXCE e -
§'I'hisdocummiappehrsqnmagethat

feats and _ ignoreshistorical ~ knowledge.
Professionals in church as in state, attract
~ followers to their craft. Everyone is a
missionary. Historymhﬂmylsalwaysa'
~ political consumer good. Even  underusing it
" by leaders of stalesmen leads publics towards

. blindness in state matters. As a disease,

therefore, going blind deforms democracy;
corrupts federalism; sows vxolence, and feeds' :
ethnocracy, say, in the nation. -
- . §Inside A Basic History o of Nigeria, a
~historian unfolds a twin view. One comes
~ from the valley. of the masses. These fight
wars and live poverties. The other arises from
- the hill of circulating elites. They tend to
mmﬂ:umtyortobeatthepammcdnnn-
- anyhow and everywhere. These facts, at all
events, reveal a traglc v:cw of nanonal -

o §W1ﬂ1mﬁvechapm's thlsmqmmre-
'createsthcnanonspast.Heshowsmstmys
- importance, the eco-historic zones, and the

* social institutions supporting survival. For the

'_wcmd,th'e'anphamsslnﬂstoclassmd
authority structures. Explanatn%s fit in for
- sm:hsoclfacts exmetbeforees, conﬂicts or
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tensms m:pwtmg peoples 1deas, events and

| pmhedaswellasadoptedpmum-wﬁm&-'v'
- messages,  night-visits, and © Aesopian

 newspaper colmmns - for urging -official

~ reform. Theopposmmppmed.ltwasmdwal"
. .oppositionists of the Maculey = Zik-

 Awolowo-Aminu-Sardeuna sohool | that

agitmdthemsesmwldeforﬁm;
. tilt-a soft. Independence’ ‘dawned. Truly is:
etitly overjoy was-soured. antipolitics
. that hatched the Civil War (c. r967-;r970)e_

~ An' aftermath of that crisis was' the mis<

| _'reoonstmcuon ot‘re-integmnonundermdm

*mle

N §Bm,mtheeyesofhimrytomlmsg
;'nmtomanﬂmothemmm
tt natmn—bmlding, wrthout credible

‘mmchmhananplre&ﬂle .

. fourth is a forward march. It stresses some
" lessons for posterity. By and large, history
- - gtands, ﬁrstandlast,nsﬂmeeverremlygmeml
. teacher. Fotauexample,
- can be for or agains
_'-ol‘forthefew Leaders also ‘can govern with ‘
| agnﬁnthmory (‘mmsandlossesfoliow. B8

: . iniiey

t' the people: foﬁhenhhy-_,



mjectdwtl;wspectpmywnung,and,wmid
- without end, embrace controversy. =~~~ !
- § If national history spreads as a

cdmpulsmycnlnueofwmdommaryﬁr
sustaining nationalism and - erecting
democmcythemhor’slabourwalllmvehem
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L §”I‘hestotyofNigma thetltleglven :
.'byMldlaelmedu'amnsbhlstmmtO‘
..,h:sbook,showsstaghwtonw -This fact
) meansnmnypastswnhmihepast apenod.

prmoh:storywanuqtnlymdmedwvalum
befare modem and contemporary ages, say,
aoootdmgtocurmn&mpem&ronology

'Thatdoecnotmdcmmotagteemﬂaa:.
"Nngmamstume-seale smeenauonsandthcxr ey

~events differ “in scope, t:me,' volume, :
ambition, and direction.
'§ However, ﬂme*wewsmaybetakcn,
: :ﬂlehlstmmneedsalsowconsndersome
vﬂlm Thesecoverpmod,land,people,
action. - Nigerian hnstofy if* seen throngh '
Ambaeblogy, rons  back to BC.
* unnumbered 7 but forwards to A.D. 2003'
- Other dates come in. It is, indeed, the land
-énd the peoples living upon,-and acting on it,
_ over time, that, as they work together,
-produce hnstory meaning the rcmembeted
~events in men; women and‘
gohlldmnslwes - .
B §Land,thus,meansa“N|gu' area”
fjlateron,ﬂ:e Nigerian territory accepted by
. d leaders and known to their laws. The
ns”kmkmg patnot:c British. people seized
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'1‘.-‘1}‘.Mhuwamangrmforest swamp Gwen |

_A,j-?tbese zones hold key mges wc‘_ g

.. “touch human life much Cattle cannot breed
. well m the swnmp Nor m m L

im a8 in m bymmﬂ‘e m o

7 Doina so meana ;meptmg ‘peoples’ lives as <
" ‘they are, and practicing tolerance, othervise .
. called live — and - lethye Which is aunéy-;' i

- §Upon this land, peopla nowwmkng T
£ w“MtheﬁledfwcenhmcﬁAsf‘ |
L ',a.;gm&emaureﬂmm, mttn'b&s-_ ,

 Fuleni s:.!m the Tgbo at 18%, e 'Y
= and the momas makmg 1?%" ™




~ Jands for all these long years has been shout

+ problems or issués. In life, troybles desiand

" Nigerian man or woman faced hunger, fear,

. 'Wise'thinking had to solve hunger. For this =

 'reason, “agriculture in farms or work in

industries gave residents little rest. whereas
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e wastoadoptgovenmm,rchgxon,wmk,
 sid-trade. Those cultural values had early on -
-,mmgndedthemcmmlmgbeforehelpmgm

~§ If to connnuewas’m&nrvwe,to
; [',ve was to advance with, mdlmproveon,
- oKists ,‘ca' Doing that mieant avoiding fooligh
_nmldng Just ~_ones, . ‘setting . apnrt
fending soldicrs, and joining police and
m ‘dutles. . Added to these, marriage
mw at the right age, time, or place. -
-~ Jering for the offspring followed. M
f;}‘f airvival, a changeless goal in human history,:
“splled for learning problem-solving skills for
*thé.community’s benefit. Relevant l:caminﬁ,
mp ol educatlons, famung methods. uoty







