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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction

Definition of Sociology

Sociology is concerned with the study of human societies.
It is concerned with man in his society, changes taking place and
the problems eémanating from those changes. The focus of
sociology according to Giddens (1982:19) is the study of the
institutions of the advanced or the "industrialised’ societies, and of
the conditions of transformation of those institutions.

Sociology deals with events of social life in human society.
Onyencke (1996:26) stated that sociology is interested in aspects
of human social life for which explanations sought will be
empirical. Sociology as a discipline arose because of the need to
treat human relationships in their entirety since the whole is
greater than the sum of its parts.  Bertrand (1958:3) defined
sociology simply as the scientific study of human relationships.
No other discipline focuses attention primarily on human
relationships per se, and it is thus that sociology differs from all
other studies.

Sociology is not interested in the individual or naturalistic
occurrences, rather it studies the influence of the group life on the
individual or the effect of naturalistic occurrence on the group life
or human society. Owo (1994:2) defined sociology as the
scientific and systematic study of people in groups. It provides us
with the framework to understand the totality of human social
interaction in groups. There are primary and secondary groups the
family is an example of a primary group, while Rowhet Club
membership is an example of a secondary group relationship.

In 1838, Auguste Comte invented the concept ‘Sociology’
which he defined as the systematic study of society. Comte and
Pioneers like Herbert Spencer and Emile Durkheim wanted the
discipline to follow the scientific line because that is the only
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uld be reliable.  According to Qtite (199f1:1)
g:giolc:)ag?ssecgually study international social ‘{nstltutlo'ns espectllzlxlly
as these impinge on the social aggregates and t.he.soma'l mth res
of the various composite nations apd the societies wn!hm en,
Sociologists regard human interactions agd relationships among
peoples, groups, and nations as problematic.

| clology: | o 98
i gfocfglogy ggrows through the dedicated attention of its

scholars to internal issues and problems. The fpllowing are some
major factors in the historical shaping and forming of sociology as
a discipline.

‘entury Origin of Sociology .

i 19;,111 tclsézpe'ryiod ing histofry, change occu{rcd more rapidly thf\tn
al any other time. The first French revolution of 1789 was qt}xlla g
different from earlier rebellions Giddens (1982:5). Peasax;ts -y
sometimes rebelled against their feuda[ ma‘steys,l for example,

generally in an attempt to remove specific individual frqm p(l)wefri
or o secure reductions in prices or taxes, Tpe amt-égd%ma
revolution in North America in 11776 agcordmg to Gi n(;:nlst
(1982:5), was the first time in hlgtory this toqk plage ab a
brought about the overall dissoluugn of a spcnal olr. bzr {m :
movement guided by purely sccula; 1dpas - umvgrlsal i hrty ¥
aquity, Industrial revolution, urbanization and political upheav

S0t in motion by the French and Americans of the late 18th

gentury made the centre not to hold again,

' ople were then facing problems and scholars
W%‘r‘;vyarge ul)) a new discipline that would be capable og
ibivlﬁf man's problems. Among them were phllosopherg an
scientists hence there were floating ideas about the ex.Pect.c 1 new
discipline which Comte had the credit of christening "sociology

in 1838,

scienceyshould be turned to social issues.
15 now on the ascendancy. And many of
have science backgrounds and followin

Social Reform;

Social conditions in the 19th century were particularly
difficult for the industrial revolution, and rapid urbanization had
generated appalling conditions,  The 'industrial revolution®
according to Giddens (1982:6) traced to Britain in (he late
cighteenth century, and spread in the nineteenth century throughout
Western Europe and the United States.

Because of the industrial revolution many people left their

rural areas for the industrial aress. In the villages, homogeneity .

was the order of the day where man was his brother's keeper but
coming out to the heterogeneous urban environment, man was left
athis own destiny. A lot of problems arose which included labous
dispute, fterrible housing - conditions, political systems were
undermined; family patterns were disrupted; villages gave way to
noisy cities. All these had their corresponding social problems,
Sociologists believe that any social change must bring a social
problem or problems, With these developments, Americans first

used sociology in social reform and the idea sooner or later spread
to other nations.

Efforts At Making The Discipline a Science '
- With all these turmoil and confusion, it is no wonder that
the scientific perspectives that were influencing the physical
This is because, science
the pioneers of sociology
g the progress in science

Which make it possible for data to be reliable, insisted that if nature

Gin be studied scientifically, then it js possible to study society
Aulentifically,

Nome Of The Founding Fathers of Sociology:
AUGUSTE COMTE (1798 - 1857)

Philosopher and Sociologist.
He gave the discipline its name, "Sociology" in 1838, He

Ved that society is governed by certain ‘social laws’ just as the

3



physical universe is governed by certain pl)ysical laws, He
believed that locating and describing these social laws are central
to sociology. In his law of three stages of human development., he
opined that every society has to pass through thg theologxca},
metaphysical and positive states. Fach state, according o him, is
a way of thinking or reasoning. For him. what matters is Whlch
one is dominant since you can always see elements' of one in the
other. HERBERT SPENCER (1820 -1903) Philosopher and
v '-" .

Suenml‘lis three - volume Principles of Sociology put?llshed 187'7,
was the first full-scale, systematic study of sociologxlcal analy§1s.
He described sociology as the study of the famﬂy, politics,
religion, social control and industry. However, he is mo'stl‘y noted
for evolutionism where he identified two types of societies, the
militant and industrial. The militant society, was military-oriented
while in the industrial society, societal stability was based on
mutual interdependence.
EMILE DURKHEIM (1858 - 1917.) )

He studied and taught philosophy but was more interested
' study of society and its problems.
. Hisyworks in );ociology include: The Division of Labour
in Society (1893), The Rules of Sociologica} 'Methog, (1895),
Suicide (1897) and Elementary Forms of Rghglous Llfe'(1912).
The Division of Labour in Society helps to integrate society .and
maintain social solidarity. In the Elementary forms ot' Rchglgus
e according to Otite and Ogionwo (1985:25), the main function

of religion involves a collective sharing of beliefs, uniting of

i intaini ial solidarity. In Suicide, he

ople, ereating and maintaining social so . Suicic
g:alt,ed'suicide as a sociological phenomenon l\yhlch varies with the
degree of social integration. In the DiV{sxon Qf Labour, he
identified two types of societies based on social solidarity, namely

mechanical and organic societies. Mechanical society is for:

traditional society while organic society is for industrial society.
The first i homogeneous while the later is heterogeneous in
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nature.
KARL MARX (1818 - 1883).

Marx helped shape not only intellectual life but the
historical course of the entire world. Many governments and
political opposition groups today invoke his name with special
reverence and try to establish policies that are consistent with his
writings.  Marx was a genius who was ahead of his own
generation in reasoning. He was a man of many interests and
strong moral sense of justice hence he was shocked at the misery
of the working c'asses whom he accused of living under false
consciousness.

Marx believed, that a refolutionary Yoes not need arms and
ammunition but his instrument of work is creating awareness on
the part of the suffering masses. Through this, they will realize
their true worth in their working places, He insisted that
capitalism sows the seeds of its own destruction by impoverishing
the workers and creating situations of distress and misery, Under
this situation, the workers will revolt against the owners of the
means of production. The liquidatien of capitalism will usher in
the dictatorship of the proletariat. This will bring an end to
exploitation and set up socialism but, socialism will turn to
communism when the state has disappeared. Then, each will be
given according te ability and need,

His predictions did not take place in the capitalist cotntries
but rather in the agriculturally backward societies like the Cuban
revolution, the Chinese revolution, etc, The reasons are that the
capitalist societies are open class societies and free education and
others are used to cushion off the effects of capitalism. But the

agriculturally backward societies where the revolution took place
were closed class societies,

MAX WEBER (1864 - 1920).

He studied laws, History and Economics, His most famous
work is The Protestant Ethics and the spirit of capitalism, The
Subjects on which Weber wrote extensively include religion,
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bl 1t neluding money and the division
illes and other forms, of political
M breaucricy. Max Weber's sociology
e selence of social action. Otite and
e wnalyses of the four types of social
Wl for Weber's Sociology as a comprehensive
I etfon. It attempts to interpret and explain social
'y wonomic action was  directed towardg the
jof 0 desire by controlling and using available

Sociology s a science since it maintains the above three criteria,
Comte insisted that the only way data can be reliable is to insist on
thz‘ following methods: observation, experimentation, comparison
and historical method - since social Systems are ever - changing,
The last one is peculiar to sociology while the other three are
general to all sciences,

Science, according to Chinweuba Owo (1994:6) s a body
of organized, verified knowledge which is based on scientific
investigation. Most of he founding fathers of sociology insisted
that sociology should be studied using scientific methods, Comte
insisted that with rigorous application of the method of other
sciences sociology will one day become a real science discipline,
Herbert Spencer tried to apply Darwin's principle of natural
selection to social phenomenon, Emile Durkheim studied suicide
sociologically and came to the conclusion that suicide rate varies
With the degree of social integration,

Sociologistspend much of their time iy research projects -

e lasting only a few days, others lasting years - which are
forts to collect facts that help to solve some perplexing human
oblems. In short, sociology is research - oriented.

How far our ideal can be achieved in sociology like in any -
the social sciences i a subject of debate among scholars,
AL objects of the physical seiences arc things which are inert,

L und which have no consciousness, Onyeneke (1996:15)
10 Knowledge of themselves as subjects of study, Their
beliaviour can be regarded as fixed and uite independent
I {1ying 10 work on them, In the case of human beings,

fand, ther existence in human society is of a different

Ollowing reasons are why sociologists insist hat
ulentific discipline,

iatlon For Modern Sociology i 418
 Tle first univesity to have a department of Sociology is

However, (here were resistance to this strange new discipline
Aong the more conservative, elite schools. This is because
'Wology I radical in origin and nature. ‘"ﬂus de!ayeq 'the
5ﬁtlb||shmcnt of sociology by other Amerlcap universitis,
| Mowever, Harvard established a department of Soclqlogy n 1930.
Loster Ward, a disciple of Comte, was one the earliest American
8. e
f "20 'Imogklfrican sociologists are the products of West.em institutions
0l learning,  However, basic knowledge of sociology is very
{importan for creating a genuine sociology of Africa wlpch Is sure
48t and conscious of ts future, The African sociologist has:

| | w 18 based on veritable evidence that is
Wledge, its organization, and it methe VAllons which other observers can see,
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weigh, measure and counter - check for accuracy, Sociology is
not interested in the individual or natural oceurtence,  Sociology
i$ not interested in the Supernatural per se, but rather studies how
man’s reliance on the supernatural affecs his behaviour,

Sociology Is Theoretical:

A theory is a clear general statement establishing some:
definite link between two o more phenomena, but the statement
remains open for further verification on empirical grounds, For
instance, suicide rates vary with the degree of social integration,
This could be researched furher to prove or disprove it,

Sociology I Value-Free

Sociologists do not bother about the morality of ther object
of study. For instance, sociologists studying prostitution do not
question its morality. [f one says that prostitution i morally bad
before embarking on the research, of what use is the research
then. 1t will be a useless exercise, The proper thing to do is,
after the preliminary preparations you move into- the field and
interview prostitutes, those who patronize them and some selected

members of soclety, Ignoring the morality of your object of
research,

Sociology Is Cumulative

Sociological findings are part of existing knowledge about
a given soclal phenomena. When new findings are made they add
(o the already known knowledge. While carrying out a research
0Nl Can use one or two existing theories but at the end of the

research  can discover another theory.  Hence, increasing the
cumulative, '

The Relationship Between Sociology And Some Other Disciplines:

The soclal sciences deal with man in s social and cultural
contexts. Each has its own historical development, perspectives

§

T

and interest, and it
techniques of resarch.

Relationship Wigh Political Seience

. Political Science dels with human behaviour in telation to
tht_z distribution and exercise of power, involves getting and
usIng (or attempting fo getand use) power and authority, Politieg|

scigqce i§ narrower than sociology because it studies only (he
political institutions, Sociology s

including politica] institutions,
Sociology and Poli

) Ctween sociology and economics {s

HCS deals with (he Management of scarce
resources to the satistaction of €conomic need of map, sociology

looks beyond satisfaction of economic need but satisfaction attaineq
.because of group fife, While cconomics see
mdnrxduall that can take decisiop op his own, sociology looks at the
relationship between people in different clagses

Relationship Wigh Psychology

Psychomgy studies individual anq group behaviour Qtite
ind Ogionwo (1985:5) . 1t deals with interpersonal and intergroup
or PEISOD-{0-group relations 45 el a5 the general determinants of
behaviour, 1t degls With such areqs g learning, thinking,



memory, perception, imagination, emotion and  moivation.
Sociology and Psychology have similar subject matter.

Sociology studies the whole network of human interaction,
while psychology deals with the individual mind.  Sociologists
borrow concepts like personality and symbolism from - psychology.
At times, psychologists can carry out experiment in a controlled
laboratory unlike the sociologist who deal with variables.

According to Otite (19944:2) Sociological or Social History
links history and sociology together as the latter is interested in the
regularities implicit in historical events and s it deals with problems
of institutional changes and the place of the past in the present,
Legal Sociology or Sociology of law, deals with matters of social
control mechanisms, and the complex relationship between legal
and other social/cultural institutions. Through this concern both the
discipline of law and sociology are closely linked. Sociology and
Geography deal with demography and migration studies. Sociology
and religion deal with belief systems, both sociology and agriculture
deal with organization of rural societies, their occupations and
development,

The Meaning And Scope Of Rural Sociology

Rural sociology is an aspect of main sociology which is
meant to understand the various social relationships that are within
the rural societies. It aims at understanding the rural social
structure, organizations, varying forms of social relationships and
ofher issues that are related to life within rural societies. Bertrand
(1958:8). In its broadest definition, rural sociology is the study of
human relationships in the rural environment. According to Smith
(1953:10) the systematized knowledge of rural social relationships
could more aptly be called the Sociology of rural life,

The study of rural society is concerned with social
institutions and social relationship and their changes with reasons
for such change. Ogburn and Kolh (1940:3). Neighbourhood and
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family groups have played and continued to play very important
roles in the more personal drama of rural life. Otite (1994:119)
noted that Rural Sociology has to do with the study of rural social
relationships and social groups.

It should be noted that the focus of rural sociology i not
necessarily exclusive to rural - farm people, even though their way
of life may have been the basic subject matter in the past.
However today, the rural sociologist also has a legitimate interest
in the none - farm person who settles in rural societies.

As a result of urbanization and modernization, many rural
societics are afflicted with various problems which needed a
special discipline to study them. Rural sociology as sub-
discipline did not start all that early.

Rural sociology started in the 1930's in the United States
of America, America then had a well developed sub-discipline of
rural sociology which was used to study rural dynamics as it
affected agriculture, In Eastern Europe, rural sociology has been
given specific attention in view of the fact that there are still
reasonable number of rural communities, even though studies on
peasants tend to throw a challenge to that of rural sociology.
However, it received little atiention because of the rapid rate of
industrialization in Western Europe. Many rural societies have
now turned into urban societies.

With problems of development affecting many rural
societies and with increasing socio-economic stagnation and poor
infrastructure in the rural areas, there is a need to understand the
rural dynamics s it affects many ruralites, possibly to help in
suggesting ways of improving their lot. Rural sociology will
therefore draw on various theories, concepts and methods that have
been evolved in main sociology in the analysis of rural societies.

Bertrand (1960:433) said that Rural Sociology, like any
speciality within the broad field of Sociology must derive most of
its theoretical orientation from the parent discipline; at the same
fime, it is in position to make important contributions to the
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general body of sociological theory. It does so in two ways. First,
the rural sociologist may formulate hypotheses or propositions of
such basic importance that they eventually become a central part of
the body of the theory. Second, he may test the existing
propositions, devising new methods for doing so.

More than half of the world population live in rural areas
according to Idriss (1992:4). Out of a population of some four
billion i 114 developing countries, more than 2.5 billion live in
rural areas. and of these, approximately 1 billion live below the
poverty line: 633 million in Asia; 204 million in Africa; 27 million in
the Near East and North Africa; and 76 million in Latin America
and the Caribbean. Data for 1985 - 86 demonsirate that less than
half of the rural population in 114 developing countries has access
{0 clean water or sanitation, and only 60 percent had any access t0
health services. The massive persistence of poverty, particularly in
rural areas represents a problem for the popular acceptance of
continued economic adjustment, and it represents a problem for
growth itself.

The poverty of nations and the poverty of people are not as
¢asily separable as was often though in the past. n many cases, itis
iffioult to envisage national growth with strong economic
development among the poor themselves - not as objects, but as
subjects of development,

The poorest of the poor according to Idriss (1992:4),
include the nomadic population of 26 million, of which over half are
located in the Aftican Sahel, is becoming increasingly impoverished
s & result of drought and the expansion of arable agriculture onto
grazing land. Sl - scale fishermen are suffering from a shortage
of fish resources not only as the result of encroachment by
industrial ishing, but also from their isolation and the marked under
- provision of infrastructure and services.

Many development programmes in developing countries -

fuiled because the sociology of rural life was not recognized
according to Otite (1994.12). It was later realized that one of the
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primary reasons for this failure was that rural people would not
blindly accept innovations that were introduced, Many strategies
were resisted for social and psychological reasons, Hence, the
planners began to realize that they needed to know more about the
people themselves, Rural sociologists have been able (o help
development planners to design strategies more suitable o the
needs, desires and life styles of the rural people and, therefore,
more acceptable to them. The dynamics of poverty are reversible,
but only in collaboration with the poor themselves. This is
because the most valid spokesmen of the poor are the poor
themselves.
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CHAPTER TWO

Rural Social Values And Norms

All desires are according to choice which is behind motive.
There is a scale of preference which wigs prompted by choige.
This choice is due fo values and it is dependegnt on motives.
Values are relative worth attached to objects or behavioural
patterns, while norm is a standard of reference in accordance with
which an entity or state of an affair is approved or disapproved.

Our standards of right and wrong, truth and false. Value
is a twin brother of norm. People are expected to behave in
accordance with values held by the groups to which they belong,
and this 'expected’ behaviour is nomadic behaviour. Sociology
sees man as a nomadic being because magn is a proguct of his
cultural and social environment - unlike Economics that sees man
as a rational being.

Social integration is achieved because societal members
carry in their heads during the process of socialization what they
ought to do and what they ought not to do under certain situations.
Each person judges himself and his fellows according to these
subtle and ubiquitous rules, and any violation no matter how minor
is not encouraged but rather attracts punishment though it could be
slight or great depending on the gravity of the violation.

The sociologist is faced with more obstacles than any of the
other social scientists because believing that the whole is greater
than the sum of its parts he examines the nature of human values
subjecting the mores and basic institutions to objective analysis.

Classification Of Norms

Many distinctions that cross one another are seen therefore.
suggesting that a systematic classification is difficult. Sociologists,
While admitting that the classification is crude, group norms into
broad classes, e.g. folk ways, mores and laws

14



Folkways

Folkways are simply the customary, normal habitual ways
a group does things. Different societies have & wide variety of
workable patterns. A group may eat once, twice or several times
each day, they may eat while standing, seated in chairs, or
squatting. A child is surrounded by folkways therefore, a
behaviour is accepted, repeated and then passed on to succeeding
generations and becomes one of the ways of the folk. Folkways are
therefore relatively durable standardized practice regarded as must
for every societal member for proper conduct under different
situations, - Conformity is done by informal social controls like
gossip, ridicule, ostracism, etc.

Mores

These ideas of right and wrong attached to certain of the
folkways are called mores. Mores are a class of folkways which
must be followed because they are believed to be essential to group
welfare. Mores relate to the fundamental needs of society more
directly than do folkways. These mores therefore, represent the
hardest core of the nomadic systems, Mores could be expressed
in the negative form like taboos. Mores are simply beliefs in the
tightness or wrongness of acts.  Mores originate without
conseiousness or intention but through customary practices of a
people. Every society punishes those who violate their mores and
when the mores are fully internalized by an individual, it is self -
policing because it controls behaviour,

Folkways and mores are similar in that the sanctions are
informal and communal in nature, depending on the sentiments of
the group, The African bushmen, when untouched by civilization,
apparently enjoyed an entirely informal system of social control,
Schapera (1930:151). The absence of any organized system of
public control does not imply that the bushmen have no laws, On
the contrary all their institutions, manners and customs serve o
regulate the relationships between the members of the band, and
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thus fo maintain law and order. The child at birth comes into a
world where there already exist definite forms of Organizationyand
behaviour, of ceremonial, of manners and fashions, and as he
grows up he falls more or less unconsciously into acting and
thinking like these around him, and in this way comes Lo conform
o social norms. There are moreover more or less deliberate
means of impressing upon young people the social sentiments
necessary for the maintenance of law and order of the community,
The education they receive in the households of their parents and
outside the households, and above all the high - important teaching
at the puberty ceremonies for bays, instruct them in tribal lore and
traditions, inculcate social norms, and determine their activities
accordingly.

There are further, various sanctions by which non -
fulfilment or breach of any recognized custom is penalized or
followed automatically by evil results, without any  direct
interference on the part of the community. The breaking of a
(aboo, for instance, is held to produce serious consequences, such
as death or disease or ill-luck, Girls who do not observe the
festrictions imposed upon them at the time of puberty are believed
o change into frogs, while men who are seen by the girls at this
lime become permanently fixed in whatever position they then
occupy, and so on.  And again there are numerous observances
and avoidances associated with hunting, which if neglected will
result in ill-success, the loss or wounding of animals, etc,

Other breaches of custom, however, involve the direct
Intervention of the members of the community. In general, when
isputes arise between members of the band, there is usually no
Appeal to any supreme authority, The only remedy is self-help.
Blood vengeance indeed is the principal, if not the only recognized
Wiy of dealing with serious offences committed against a person
even by members of the same band,
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Customary Laws
The ideas of right and wrong attached to certain of the

folkoways are called mores. Cuslomary laws serve 10 reinforce the
motes. Those who do not conform are punished and the fear of
being punished s enough to make some people conform. - Under
customary law, the: Jaw 5 ot coded but there i special
organization for the enforcement of the social rules. The
Hottentofg an African people did have a tribal council. Among the
offences {ried before (his council were murder, manslaughter
treason theft, incest, adultery and sodomy.  The following
procedure applied in tial according (0 Shappera (1930:139):

As so0n as 4 man was known or suspected to have
committed such an offence, every member of Kradl considered it
a duty o arrest him or her al first opportunity, unless he
succeeded in making his escape. Once capured, he Was safely
held until the council assembled, which was always as soon a§
possible. The councilors at in a circle, and the accused was
placed in the centre, Wwhere he could hear all that were said and
himsel be heared by evergbody around. The accuser then stated
his case, and produced allhis proofs supported by witnesses. The
prisoner, in return, offered all means of defending the case would
suggest, advancing any contradictory evidence at his command,
and his answer was listened 1o with undivided atiention, The
matter was then thoroughly discussed by the: councillors, the
yerdiot being arrived at by the decision of the majority. If the
acotsed was acquitted, a few hesd;of catte from the herds of his
acousers were adjudged to him a compensation. But if he was
found guilty, and the headman, in Whose hands the final sentence
lay, pronounced in favour of death, the sentence was immediately
excuted, The headman, as chief executioner, ushed towards the
criminal and felled him to the ground with a heavy blow of the
KIRI, all the other men then violently attacked him until he was
beaten to death

Custom

Custom s closer to folkways than mores and indicate the
traditional method of doing things, Custom refers o practices that
have taken place and handed down from generafion fo generation
os part of social heritage of a people.  People respond hecause I
has been the practice from the time of their ancestors. It therefore
connotes long establshed wsage and conteasted with - what- 18
New.

For instance, in most traditional societies, adultery 1§
frowned. at, although adulery concerns women in most traditonal
socleties, the men have right toenjoy themselves outside the
marriage circles, However, there are exceptions among the Dagari,
Grunghi, Nunuma, Somba and Wala, Voltaic people Married
women commonly have recognized lovers, who make gt o the
usband and do field work for him in retum for the wife's
favours,

Morality
Moralty implies real sentiment behind the observation of

the rule mot because of punishment awaiting offenders but because
of certain amount of principle and firmness of character in one’s
conduct, The norm s not being observed because others are doing
(he same but because it conforms to an abstract principle of justice
ouriy, fairmess and truth internalized by  the individual

In many rural societe, the elders who hold Ofo (z piece of
wood cut from tree) which s not a spirt but the symbol of
authority which descends from the ancestors, serve & a guarantee
of truth, I traditional societies, it is believed that any immoral
person holding the Ofo will die a bad death

 Religon

Religion s the natural belif in power or powers beyond out
control, and upon which we feel ourslves dependent. Religion has
given ol o the heart and it is the spirt of God in one that tells the
person whether an action is right or wrong,

The concept of religion restricts one from doing evil since
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one realises that God will reward everyone according to his deeds.
Religion controls stress and gives consolation to worries in life.

Religion teaches practices of mercy and religious norms and values

guide people’s behaviour.  Certain of the moral tenets are
explained as having a supernatural origin, Religion therefore adds
something to morality and strengthens it by connecting it with the
world lying beyond the senses. Ancestorship which is valued in
almost all traditional societies is based on moral behaviour.
Etiquette

It is concerned with the proper form for doing something.
It serves as an external manifestation of good intentions towards
others like greetings, well wishing and any way of showing
politeness. Lnose who frown always are accused of bewitching
others in most traditional societies.

Rural Social Organisations

The social structure s designed to make the community
lively and to provide security, honour, respect and order among
rural people. The following are some of the social organisations
in rural societies.

The Family Unit
~ Family ties are strong, Some families are polygamous,
while others are monogamous. A family without children is full
of regrets. The children receive names from then fathers, mothers
and grandparents according to local customs, The family acts as
the first agent of socialization for the new born child hence it is
said that charity begins at home, The children are educated
aceording to local customs and learn the professions of their
parents or guardians like farming, palm-wine tapping, fishing, etc.
The family inculcates moral values in the children because
10 one will ike his son or daughter to bring disgrace to the family
since the ruralities are conscious of their family names. Meadawer
and Pyke (1971:239) defined family as the basic unit of society
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and natural environment for the growth and well-being of all its
members, particularly children and youth, The family therefore,
plays a crucial role in the up bringing of the children both socially
and religiously. The father is the head of the family and
represents the family in inter-family meetings and makes laws to
govern his household. In many rural societies the difference
hetween nuclear and extended families i not observed,

A family in most traditional soceties does not refer only to
husband, wife and children but to a wider group of relations to
which the term extended family has been given by foreigners Who
find it difficult to understand what the ruralites refer (o as their
family.  The older members of the extended family provide
protection, supply economic values, prestige and esteem. Then it
is not unexpected that the younger members provide loyalty,
obedience, free labour and support. The extended family is a
large domestic cluster consisting of several persons, namely,
(athers, mothers, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, nephews and
cousins,

Kindred Family

The kindred family is made up of extended families, that
s partrilineal relatives who Live together in close association. The
major decisions in the kindred family are decided by the elders of
each extended family who hold the Ofo (Cultic stick) of their
espective families, d

Soctal solidarity is enhanced by many ceremonies although
most of the ceremonies are centred around the perfodic feeding of
(li ancestors, whose well-being are sought through such rites.

The kindred family plays important roles in marriage
coremonies and is of very much help during misfortunes like
drought and severe illnesses. 1t is also very useful in the
seltlement of dispute referred to it by the extended families.
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The Village Group

The village is composed of kindred families which in turn
is divided into extended families. [t is the people’s castle, where
the social polity is not only strengthened and protected, but the
blood-tie which is the unifying factor, is seen as a common link of
all within this social unit,

The village group provides social security against sudden
death, crop failure, natural disasters and group feuds and
incursions. [t also serves as a useful instrument of socialization,
The feeling that every individual should be his brother’s keeper is
well entrenched in the village group.

The elders who hold the ‘ofo of their respective extended
families sit to decide cases sent in by the extended families or
cases involving villages. They organize and monitor social
activities in their respective villages. They make and implement
policies for the good of the whole villages, Then, there was no
policeman but the people’s conscience served that purpose.

Age Grade

Age grading is the process of grouping people into status
groups on the basis of age. The age grading is marked off by rites
of initiation. The most important functions of the older age grades
1§ o formulate policies. They also perform important function of
settling disputes. The younger age grades implement policies and
perform social control roles, Ogbalu (1968:20),

It seems that their association with institutions of
government is to give weight and respectability as well as awe to
the laws and pronouncements by men. The laws, decisions and
judgement s it were are through their agency imbued with divine
power, Age sels therefore, constitutes a strategic Starting point in
the life of the youths since all skills and values learnt are
manifested in the daily interaction process of the people.

They are instruments of social change and help in a number
of community development projects. Among the Dogon, Kabre
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and Lobi Voltaic peoples, age sets function mainly to assist fellow
members in the performance of bride service obligations. In many
rural societies also age sets help members in marriage protocols
and in other forms.

Daughters Of The Community

These are the daughters of the village married or
unmartied. They play very important roles because some of them
initiate development projects in their communities. They act as
investigators during marriage proposals. They help in the
settlement of cases mostly between huspands and wives since most
of them are married and have experienced married life. The
impartial ones are respected by their brothers” wives in their
respective families.

They help in the upkeep of their aged parents and also
punish those who fail to take care of their aged parents or anyone
who is not living up to societal expectations. They are also very
important during burials and traditional festivals and organize
themselves into tegular meetings to see to the welfare of their
communities of origin.

Married Women

Social organization among Women in most traditional
soceties centres around married women of every kindred family
or village, They are useful during traditional feasts. There are
feasts that women host and there are others that men host,

They settle disputes arising between husbands and wives or
co-wives,  Those who distegard their parents in-laws are
cautioned, They are very important as agents of social control in
cural societies because they have ways of punishing offenders like
the sweeping of village squae or village shrine. Those who fail
(0 comply are ostracised until their decision is respected.

They function most during ceremonies because they sweep
and keep the venue clean, They cook and distribute food during
the ceremonies. The well behaved ones are requested to arrange
Ui sisters for marriage because traditional people believe that if
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a10ad is good you pass through it twice,
A agents of socialization because i
closer to their children tha their fathers,

3

They are very important
08t cases, mothers stay

CHAPTER THRER

Social Differentiation And Participation In Rural Socleties
Socal differentiation refers to dividing every human society
Into distinetive socal roles and functions based upon both ftherted
and acquired differences, while social cohesion and solidarity are
maintained in the rural societies by definite pattern of

participation. Hence, women respect men and non-titled men
respect and admire titled men,

Social Strafification In rural Societies

When a society displays a graded series of ranks, we say
that it s stratified where occupants are treated as superior, equal
or inferior to one another,

0SU (Children of dee) L

The Osu are descendants of ritual practices or children of
deities, They are beautiful people but under the chains of
prejudice and ostracism. They remain Osu - an untouchable class
- denied the privileges bl the o called freeborn in Igboland and
some other places. They live in an isolated world because during
marriage or any traditional (itle taking, the pages of history are
opened and such people could not marry the men and women of
their choice.

There are two ways of becoming an Osu, Voluntary and
Involuntary. The voluntary osu are those who became outcaste as
o result of any of the following:  Victimization: At times
problems of oppression could make one give up himself to be
Owned by a deity. Traditional people value land and economic
(rees so much (hat some selfish extended family members might
conspire o Kii! an only son or sell him off to slave traders in other
{0 get hold of his inherited assets. The mother's own case is no
problem because with the elimination of her son she will be
Adviced to go back to her family in her own interest. The woman
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and her son on noticing the intended conspiracy could then go to
any of the deities in their own area and offer herself and her son
1 be gwned by the deity. She then mentions things that are
mpossible to come by as a remedy should her son e killed like
one thousand baskets filled with ants, one million lizards, ete,

Poverty and Debt

Some people are $0 poor that they often fve by borrowing
money or mortgaging land and economic trees lke Unoka in
Things Fall Apart by Chinva Achebe, A( times, some money
lenders are hot tempered and want (o deal ruthlessly with the
people they had lent money, Money lenders are often rough and
therefore borrowers are afraid of them, Knowing what they are up
10, 0ut of fear, & debtor could go and surrender himself (o g deity
for protection.  The traditional people know and fear the
consequences of tempering with anything that belongs to deitis,
Under ths arrangement, the debtor is now free from his creditors,

Laziness

Rural [ife style has no room for lazy people, This fs
because the ‘rural people are jack-of-all-trades, A typical rural
man on waking p in the morning goes to check his traps if he is
m@restcd In hunting,  Afterwards, he taps his morning palm -
Wine, move into distance farm before reurning home to tap his
afternoon wine, from there he moves into compound farms and
cnq (he fiay by tapping the evening palm-wine, That s why
lazm'ess 15 ot encouraged by many ruralites, The rural people
consider it better to sell off the lazy one to slave (raders, Lazy
peqple dre not without brains. They prefer to be owned by deities
Which they surrender to by themselves instead of being sold off
probably for ritual killng,

The involuntary outcaste include (he following;
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Mass Consensus

At times in traditional societies, deities demand for people
0 be owned and the villagers fearing the consequences of not
complying with this demand conspire and offer the deity a human
being to be owned. Some people are unlucky and are used for this
PUrpose.

Ignorance

Under this group people become outcastes without being
aware of it. For instance, if a freeborn Kills an outcaste by
mistake or intentionally he must surrender himself to the deity as
I replacement, There are also others who become outcaste by
Infection or contact, For instance, if & freeborn woman leaves her
child and goes to the stream and the child left behind cries out and.
n outcaste takes care of the child before the arrival of the mother,
fie now becomes an outcaste by infection or contact,

Slavery

A slave is an economic property of another, a thing not 4
person. Slaves have no legal rights, even the right to live. Before
I slave can marry, he must have the consent of the master who has
flie right to dissolve the marriage at will. It is practicable and
possible with the influence of money. Slavery came into existence
{iich carlier than the practice of the Osu caste system and on very
Tre occasions, people do opt to serve as slaves. The master has
Mhe right to use his slave for any purpose he deems fit. There are
ways of becoming  slave,

Wy Birth:

- It is possible that somebody is born into Slavery. For
fance, if 2 slave man marries a wife, their children become
VoS, Although if a slave girl marries a freeman, which is not

\ssible in many traditional societies, thedr children are not slaves
born,
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By Capture;
People could begome slaves if they are captured in inter-

tribal wars op by mere conspiracy, Hence, persons who were
freemen before oy become slaves, That is how many Africans

dre now in Europe and America, though as freed slaves,

Pawning

i girl will claim damages which in mogt
cases are higher than the borrowed amoun,

Some parents pawn their sons or daughters in order tg raise
money (o meet their financia] obligations like in case of severe
illness or for rityg ceremonies to ward off eyj| Spirits, Pawning

regarded it as a system of slavery rather th
of labour,

Gender Oppression

The main gender difference betweep Women and men g
that women as 4 group have lower sagug than men, Everywhere,
women as a group, have fewer advantages and work longer hours
than men, Womep 80 10 the farm with thejr husbands and when
they come back they still take care of their children and s cook

the family meg, Moreover, womep's work and opinion are
undervalued,

From the time they are born, rua] people treat girls and
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boys differently, When babies are born, many rural people will
wsk the question whether the child is & baby boy or gitl.
Depending on the answer they get they now treat the babies
differently. This i because the socialization of the babies is for
them to be like other boys and girls,

Through socialization, girls and boys are brought up to
fccept the social system in which they live which in most cases
result in gender oppression, Gende oppression tefers to a whole
social system in which one sex has been placed in an inferior
position or subordinate to the other. The rural world is men’s
world and the men make cultures and traditions to suit their own
Interests. For instance, if you feed your wife or wives very well,
then you have a right to have relations With other women outside
the marriage which right the women do not have in most cases,
Those who intend to offer sacrifice o make any charms’advised
10-stay away from women the previous day. They believe that
Women are not clean and are capable of spoiling the sacrifice,
They build mud houses for their wives behind their own houses
ind derive joy in showing superiority over women, Tn most rural
vocieties all over the world, women are seen as inferior to men
ind have less power to make decisions affecting not even

themselves. Their husbands determine what is good for them,

Age-Set Stratification

In age-set societies the changes in status involved in getting
Older are  institutionalised 1o such degree that they often
constitute the very basis of political organization. Those who are
Initiated together $ay 10 to 15 make up an age-set and each age-get
indergo series of age grades. Each st has different political
foles. ‘They have the warrior, and Just below them are thoge Just
Initiated. Those warriors who tetite form another set of elders,
People of the same age cohort are grouped together and assigned
A0cial roles in Societies, Occupants of positions are vested with
sertain rights, privileges and obligations, Among the rights and
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privlileges of the aged is the right to be tespected and obeyed.
During festivities whether communal, family, o personal, the aged
e entitled to certin tribuges from the celebrants. The socja]
ob!igation of the aged is multi-dimensional, [ encompasses
teligion, education, politics, recreation, rural economie and
prophetic issues. He i the seat of Wisdom that must illuminate the
minds of the young, He is glso 10'be a counsellor in time of crises
and at normal times as we| Nobody s fixeq permanently in 4
low position but must eventually move to the highest position Jike
others before him by staying alive,

The: Pygmies do not practice slavery and have 1o

stratification into- oo classes.  They are cgalitarian and
democratic with only informal leadership.

Iypes of Masquerades

Some masquerades represent the spirt of youthful men,
A0me represent women, while others represent the spirit of elderly
fen. The ones that represent the women folk are dressed in
ting mult - coloured dresses, Their face masks have delicate
feminine features and their dance steps demonstrate the dignity and
modesty expected of maidens in the community.

Those that represent the spirit of elders symbolise the
itrength, roughness and awesome looks, and are sometimes filled
With & set of large threatening teeth, Metuh (1985:17) observed
(hat;

There is a greater variety among the Mmo Spirit
Wwhich represent the elder. They are called oke
mmo (great spirits). The Ichi marks on their masks
show their elder status and their high rank as tifle-
men,  While their fearsome looks and the charms
hanging all over their body show them as possessors
of mystical powers.

Social Participation iy Rural Societies
Masquerade;

Masquerade i§ a ritg] ang social symbol, a phenomenon
Which stands for the collective conscience of (he traditional
community. Ifesieh ( 1987:32) noted tha:

Masquerading is an Important factor (o e reckonied with ag
An-agent of social and religious coniro]. Masquerade takes it's
root from ife after death, [ short, it represents  dead person or
fepresentative from the spiri World, hence Mmuo, means pirit
m It is called Mmanwy spirt or Tby o, Mmanuw (to be
Initiated into the masquerade society), Becauge they are spirits,
they are thought to be able 1o be everywhere af any time, and to
Know what we do even in secret,

Masquerade is 4 symbol which assumes g tremendous
psychological dimension i the culture of the people, Onyeneke
(1984:12) noteq (hay masquerade is a display of sensory
manifestation which is asumed - make present or ctive the

presence of some other mystic being, while the identity of the
sensory: phenomenon is concegleq

Initiation:

o many rural societies, any male child up to six years old
ould be-nitiated but before the person could be taken into the
lasquerade house or the secret revealed to him, he must have at
least reached up to ten years, After bargaining for a date the
person’s kindred initated members who are supposed to initiate the
lovice are informed lthough any initiated member could attend
e initiation ceremony. The items of sacrifice are taken before
fhe ancestral cult where the Okpela (first born son) of that very
tompound receives them from the sacrificee who tells the
Mlcrificer why the items were brought,

The initiation takes place at night and it i normally a very
fightful ordeal that th fnitated has (o go through.  After eating
i drinking the masquerade that is 1o initiate the novice will
emand for him to be brought out and i i o be noted that among
10 Tghos it is thi masquerade that is given the head of the
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(0 Title Membership R
Title taking has been @ component

yocieties, according Green (1949:215) and o *r

[l

nutal insurance. It has high prestige Which (et b liar
wield as a result of thei wealth and the supposed SUPCIIATEEN

hearing of the title "
(020 title institution is for (he wealthy and good mannered.

Therefore, the poor and soctally disadvantaged people |ike slaves

and outcastes are excluded. The 020 institution ig a c}ass system
15 Egudu (1977:88) rightly pointed out. The society s stratified

on the basis of who is a title holder and who is not, The 020

nstifution follows closely the principles of divine tight theory in

(hat when one takes it, he automatically becomes & member of the
| the judicial system.

wristocracy who ules the land and control 4
None titled men respect and admire titled men Who control

(heir world. Isichei (1976:67) noted that:

sacrificed animal. The relations of the novice will bring him out
i he was ot brave enough to stay around, The masquerade that
is to initiate him will order him to lie down, The initiation
involves some ordeals and tests in manly endurance, expected of
a villager who has through puberty rites passed from boyhood to
adulthood.  The naked novice is made to undergo- ordeals
symbolizing a visit o the spiri world and proving his powers of
enduzance, The newly initiated member is told the punishments
those who revealed masquerade secrets in the past received.
Henceforth, the person starts  interacting with others during
masquerade festivals or whenever masquerades feature, provided
that the person is up to ten years old then and can keep sectets.

Functions of Masquerades:

" Masquerades appear during traditional festivals, and in
almost all rural Societies there are masquerade festivals.
Masquerades appear on two matn occasions according to Eneasato
(1982:15) namely, ritual and none ritualistic occasions. Ritual
occasions, include festivals in honour of the ancestors. They also
include funeral ceremonies in honour of dead members of the
masquerade ~ societ. During non - ritualistic occasions,
masquerade feature as a form of popular entertainment like in
masquerade festivals.

Masquerades play important roles in all traditional religions
of Africa. According to Ifesieh (1987:32):

Although the Igbo maintain a demooratic societ'y,
not ll the men have equal say in the community
affairs, It was observed that acquisition of titles
enhanced a person's political powers. They try all
serious cases including murders Jand disputes and 50
on, they were the highest judges of the land. After

their decision no more appeal.

« &
Lo ' b

The Ozo title institution is an Associaton of men who are
The title elevates the

yufficiently wealthy ,Nzimiro (1972:54). h
folder to a Superior social, ritual and polm.caI. stgnnxs‘and a!so
Jorves 4s 4 means of test for aspiration (0 the "indichie" title which

tain (0. In a gathering of & people,

gy the oz0 tiled person Can atain 1 i .
| none titled person can not speak without permission from titled

qnen, The ability of the oz0 itled men 10 dispense jutce withou
i and the uprightness of the 0zo man has raised hum 0.8 high

teen i the eyes ofthe people:

i

They serve as religious functionaries (qualified/initiated
persons); they maintain peace and order in the society,
especially in those things that would cause abomination;
they serve as a go between for the world of men and that
of the spirits. The Tgbo wish (o avert the wrath of the
spirts whenever they visited the spirit world in the form of
masquerades. This has to be scen as an honour and should
therefore not be taken light o
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An 020 title holder is immuned from assau and cannot be
punlliliated because according to Nze ( 1980:213) it is a symbol of
Jusu;e and indication of ‘holiness’ and the much converted title
cherished by everybody where they exist. The tite is a man’s last
social achievement that confers he individuals with the highest:
social honour,

Oz0 titled men represent the ideal personality and
sgmcthing worthy of emulation by the poor and - socially
disadvantaged groups. On the basis of this they are honoured and
have special seats provided for them in any public gathering of the
people.  Because of this high social standing he responds by
avoiding anything that can reduce his esteemed personality.

4 The ozo title institution can serve (he menmbers as money
spinning venture and i very usefl during old age. This is
because they get regular revenue fam new entrants, The meat,
yams and money collected from new members are shared among
old members for sustenance,

Members of the ozo institution are not selfish. ~ They
the{cfore contribute a lot to the development projects in heir
societies. For instance, they could utilize their collective resources
towards accomplishment of certain projects like community hall,
market, or in any other way which they deem necessary,

The ozo title institution is only used here as a case study,
h;nge Whatever applies (o the ozq'title institution applies in a
similar way to other traditional titles, Al titles are expensive to:
come by although some are more expensive than others, Al titles
give the holders superior social, fitual and political status and they
gttracl honour and respect from none titled men, Like the oz title
nstitution, other title institutions engage also in- community
development and welfare programmes.  Where the ‘gzo fitle
institution 5 not in existence, there must be other tiles, The
traditional people are hardly without fite taking.

33

Iraditional Priesthood Institution

In the activities connected with the worship of the divinities
In Africa, there s a very highly developed tradition of priesthood.
[t 1s the duty of the priest,who has received special (raining;to
serve as an intermediary between the divinity and the devotees and
he is often called upon to perform ritual ceremonies. Idowu
(1962:173) noted:

Thus came into being the priest whose primary function
among the Yoruba is one of a mediator. He is a person ‘in
touch” both ways between the object of worship and man,
he knows them both, hears them, and speaks on behalf of
one to the other. It is his duty to offer up man's worship
and to bless man in the name of his object of worship.

In certain societies, the office is hereditary while others
receive “call" before embarking on training. In some societies, it
15 open to men and women and where only men embark on
(raining, the wife of the priest or the first wife for those who have
more than one, play important roles. The vocation must be
authenticated by the deity the priest will serve. In most traditional
societies, something very unusual will happen to the person like
(emporary madness, entering into the bush for some days or any
other abnormal behaviour which will now make his or her relations
{0 go to a diviner to find out reasons for the abnormal behaviour,
[he traditional people believe that as soon as the person accepts
and embarks on the training the abnormal behaviour will
disappear. Even whete it is hereditary, the diviners will still have
(0 identify whom out of the whole number of children,

The main objective of priests s to influence the gods and
{0 receive favours on behalf of men. Their authority over the
people is based on the fact that they can explain causes of events
In human life which people look for when misfortune occurs,

The training embarked upon is to make a complete break
with the family, The training includes art of divination,
Instructions in the law, taboos, idiosyncracies of the god as well
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She should be obedient 1o her olders.

trual perlods

as geneygl pricstly' duties,  As spiritual leaders of theirqd 1.
zgmrzlam;s, a cenallt‘n syapdard of morel and social behaviour is | 2. She dhould absent herself during her mens
thpe of priests. 1raining for PTICSFS vary from one society 0§ 3. She is forbidden from drinking alcohol.

¢ other but the basic tenets.of priesthood remain the same § 4. Sheis panned from eating sweet things.
everywhere. Generally, both priests and traditional people abstain § 5, She is not allowed to eat kola nuts.

from sexual intercourse on the days preceding ritual ceremonies. §  Should she fail in any @

Tn some societies, they are parred from sweet things which has § rites or even asked to start
endency to arouse sexual desire, In some societies they are i strual period |
barred from excessive alcoholism because no priest of priestess ;opce 0 ‘genb? o :
can execute functions properly under the influence of gxcessive : 1mpur;ha:tr:inzeli;:?:szss is |

aloohol, Pork is barred in most laces because it is a dirty ani it "

and defiles whomever cats it Tlll)e Akonnedi Shrineaixil ggagmll ad s givn e PO

e used as & case study for the training of priestesses.

in the pot for communication. The abilit

and heard is centr

ihis that the trainee will mostly be assessed.
If a senior priestess who had assess

Training The Priestess At Akonnedi Shrine

: The person has {0 g0 into apprenticeship under a senior
pristess lasting for at least three years. According to idowu
(1962) the trainee makes a complete break with her former life
style and prepares herself for her new  ‘vocation. Here, only
women are trained to becomne priestesses. The people are "called"
by the deity or any of her associated deities. The 'call’ which
manifest itself by possessing the novice in form of illness or even
temporary madness which would necessitate going to Akonnedi
§hrmc where the particular deity will then identify itself and make
its intentions known, Refusal 10 the "call’ is not allowed and could
result in insanity or even death.

As soon as the novice 18 received into the shrine {0 begin
her formal training, the following steps are taken. She is givena
ritual bath by @ senior priestess for seven days, Her hair is cut
and nails clipped but she 18 forbidden from cutting ber armpit hairs
and pubic hairs, For her o remain ritually clean, she is given the
following guidelines (0 guide her daily life.

to present herself for examination
(komfohene and the senior priestesses.
panelists, a date 1 ther set @
but if her people are poor
ceremony, she i8 retained to wor
(raining to enable her graduate as the,
period will be used for the ceremony.
The graduation ceremony i$ USU
(he senior priestesses at ¢
priestess. Libation i§ pou
*finally, she is taken to Siasa We
They go outside the shrine on Satu
round within the week.
The trainee priestess on &f
riests and priestes
pouring fibations, hea
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and ears 5o that she can S¢¢ and hear her deity on loo

pot. The el is befieved to demand that the deity should “appear”
y to interpret what is seen

understood the art of divination properly, she

{ the above, she must undergo purification
the training all over again, Taboo
s from the belief that menstrual blood
the cardinal virtue in the priesthood.

atroduced into the art of divination
Medicine is rubbed in both her eyes

king into the

t o the training exercise and it is on the basis of

ed her feels that she has
will then be allowed
by a panel made up 0
If she satisfies the
side for her graduation called Akemiyi
and can not $ponsor the graduation
K in the shrine for sometimes after
money she saved during this

ally done on Fridays, then
he shrine string the beads for the new

red and afterviaeds. her hair is cut.
Il where thiey bath and dress er up.
rdays and Sunday® but stay

aduation, together with other
ses address the needs of their communities by
ling the sick and afflicted, treating the barren




influence. The band is basically egall
an older and experienced man & its
consultation with the other men he decides wh

and move camp.

and generally offering prayers for the well being of the people.
It should be noted that (raditional priests are not the only
officials in the religious arend in rural societies. nere are still
others like rain makers, diviners, medicine men, ete. All-of them
have useful functions n iraditional societies and belong 10 the
cream of such societies, therefore, they enjoy similar respect and
high standing like the traditional priests, hence Tuse priesthood as

a case study of this group of people.

Frechold Tile
This is real property i the sense that the

absolute possession over the Jend and therefore can pass

10 s heirs afer lving his own ffe Frecholds on land could b
by gift in land owning ComMURtis. That is areas where (he
demand for land is not much. People at times purchase land in
areas where (he customs allow for it. At times, people use land
to bortow money and the person who borrowed the money may
not be able to pay back the amount borrowed over the years. The
tand will then revert to the family of the fender. Traditional
people in most times do not answer directly when the matter
concerns land. They will only say that they sav for instance,
Joh's grand father farm the land and after him, his father and
qow himself, People will not other themselves with the original
owiier because the world is not their home, but rather 2 {emporary

place.

Land-Tenure Systems And Problems
Thete is hardly any piece of land that is no man's Jand,

Actoss the whole world, lnd belong to the government,
community, village, kindred family, extended family or even
quclear family. According to  kinsanii (1976), this implies that
anyone Who wanis (0 USC o land other than his oWn has to
negotiate with the owner of the right to do that, The concept of
land tenure therefore refers 10 the"onditions under which such
land s held. That s land distribution and method of assigning

rights to land,

Types of Land Tenure Systems :
Land tenure systems include the primitive syStems, freehold

title, leasehold, communal lands, inheritance.

Leasehold
Here, land is held for a fixed. known length of time on

specific agreement and conditions. However, during the period of
(he leasehold something 1§ given to remind both parties that the
person holding the land is not forever. When the agreed time is
over, the leaschold could be renewed. The most important aspect
of leasehold is that it does permit control of land by the

communities.

Primitive Systems
Under this system, land 15 50 plentiful with little or no

" yalue attached to it, bringing it (0 the same rank s air and watet
therefore, it 1S not seen as & negotiable possession. It should be
noted that such lands are allocated to tribal members by tribal
chiefs or tribal authorities for the purposes of grazing by nomads
and at times for shifting cultivation for the production of food
crops. All unacoulturated pygmies live in pomadic bands which
qumber from tyenty o as many 2 hundred individuals and
wander over recogaized hunting terrtories owned collectively by

Communal Lands
Under communal land ownership system, the {and belongs

(0 the community Which may be an extended family, & yvillage or
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town, but the most important thu':g here is that nobody has the \

right to use the land against the wishes of the rulers of the

community. While in some communities part of the land is owned §

by the community and the oher part by individuals. In this

situation nearby farms usually belong to individuals while distant
farms belong to the whole community, Any member of the
community has a right to use the land but for a short period of
time and attempts to make it permanent like building houses or’

planting economic trees are discouraged in public lands,

Inheritance

The most common method of acquiring land is by

inheritance according to Anyanwu and Anyanwu (1975:11),
When a man dies, his holdings are shared by his sons and
daughters depending on the community in question after the firs
son has claimed the compound land, Usually, each piece of I i
is fragmented so that each of the sons shares fully in the advanta g6
of the differences in the fertility and situation. This gives rise
one of the most serious disadvantages of individual ownership 0
and - indefinite fragmentation of land. ¢

Problems Of Land Tenure Through Inheritance

[, Excessive land fragmentation leaves a farmer with sever
small parcels of land scattered here and there that
becomes difficult and uneconomic to
work on,

2. Land allocation is a delicate issue in the sense that in m
rural societies, when a man dies, the problems of sh
his property will arise and in most cases the diseased
more than one wife and it generates enmity among fd
members. This is because rural people view land @
most precious possession. ~
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At times when an individual inherits land outside his
family, it is difficult to assess how free he is in the

use of the land, The children of the late figwr might
challenge the action of their late father.

Landowners insist that it i§ immoral to sell land because
when the land is sold, future generations will not have
access to such lands. Therefore, many traditionalists insist,
that they will not sell their land even when there are
obvious needs to do so for survival. Moreover, some
communities discourage the sale of land,

When a farmer is in a financial problem, instead of
selling his land, he prefers to pledge (mortgage) it
Farmers prefer this method because they know that a
pledge is always redeemable even if it takes generations to
do so. His children or even great grand children will see
tedecming the land as a challenge.

s Of Farming
Mome of the main systems in use in various parts of Africa
b, iccording to Amyanwu and Anyanwu (1975):

Shifting cultivation
Continuous cropping
~ Crop rotation

~ Monocropping
Mixed cropping
‘Mixed farming
Nomadic herding

flan or Land Rotation

il land is cultivated for a number of years and
Iy are low as a result of the exhaustion of soil
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nutrients, the farmer moves to another atea (0 farm. However, he
will come back to the one vacated after some years The
advantage in leaving the land allow is to allow trees to grow and
their leaves fall on the ground for years. The soil nutrients are
then replenished.

' nizance the maturity time

of each crop. For instance, & farmer Can plant yam, MAIZE, ol:;o
and pepper and even P pkin in the same farm but do tne

Jiarvesting progressively 45 they mature.

' in '
i ¢ qnimal production and crop production o

The practice 0 ‘ ' et 8
(e same time 18 referred to a5 mixed farming. This mixe

(arming has & lot of advantages. 1tems for feeding the animals

could be collected from the farm while o0 the other hand, anim§l

' ili farm,  The farm will
\roppings could be used 10 femhzg the farm
:wrogﬁceg mainly carbohydrates while the e}mmals provide. the

protein, That is moving towards balanced diet.

Continuous Cropping

This dnvolves putting a piece of land under cultivation from
year fo year and is mainly done in densely populated arcas where
land is scarce. The crops planted could be annual or perennial.
At times, ctop rotation method is applicd because of the scarcity
of land. The crop rotation method works but it is for short time
purposes as prolonged application leads (0 soil exhaustion and low
productivity. .
Nomadic Herding

Practised mostly in vast dry regions where rainfall 18

Crop Rotation ; fural
Crop rotation is & method of farming where (he same piece | insufficient ©0 produce crops But J“St_e.no“gh éi‘ggzd‘g: fz:met‘s

of Tand is farmed every year but organized in such a Way dut | savannsh grass land Under s provailne ;(jm ihe f’a[mer keeps

crops follow in a definite order as to restore nutrients removed J§  adopt a nof- setted farming gyt 1 d‘.” cof catle, sheep, ¢4

from the soil. For instance, maize and yam could be followed by prazing animals 0ly. Th}s nomadic zﬂ l-n%nomg fr’om plz;ce to

tomatoes and legumes,those that add nutrients while the first two ¢ 15 2 primitive form of animal h\}sbal} fyl

[eMmove nuttients. place to ook for grasses for their animals.

" f f
i dic herding, this 18 & settled form O
e e ior or perhaps the sole source of

stock,  This practice is more

i North and South America where they have farm

hes) and other areas of low rainell. . .
® 1t is difficult to say (hat 4 particular society adopts this

system of faming of (e ofher because in MOSt cases people
practice mOe {han on system at (e same time.

Monocrapping
This is the method of planting only one type of annual crop

and which must be harvested before the planting of another crop
on the same picce. of land. It is not a very good method of
farming however, it depends on the types of crops that are being
totated.

Mixed Cropping
This fs the cultivation of seveal crops on & piece of land

at the same time. This is the most common method of farming in
oot rurl societies, Many rural people prefer to plant & nuniber
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Soil Manure

Anything that s added to the soil {0 imbrove"its fertility is
called manure,

Kinds of Manure

They are as follows: compost manure, farm-yard manure
and green manure,

Compost Manure

It is made up of the remaing of plants stored in heaps to
decay and form manure, The effectiveness of a compost materia
depends on the preparation and handling. 1t is done in two ways
either in heaps or in pits. It s mainly got by sweeping the
compound. It differs from farm yard manure in that it does ot
contain animal droppings,

EFarm-yard Manure

Here, animal droppings are blended with plant materials.
The animal bedding is made with peat or straw which the animal
maiches on. It can be removed once Or twice a year arrangement
(0 contain in animal droppings, the droppings are removed on 2
daily basis and collected in heaps where it is mixed with other
manure got from sweeping of the compound. From time to time,

the manure is turned and if properly handled farm-yard manure is
about the best manure,

Green Manure and Cover Crops

Plants grown purposely to protect the soil from erosion, the
impact of rain drops and leaching are calleq cover crops, while
BICen manure crops are grown solely to improve the soil,
Examples include a mixure of grasses and legumes,

Human droppings
In almost all rural societies, the rural people do not have
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Organized toilet disposals. Therefore,l they ease themselves in
: bygfarms, while conscious or unconscious of the fact that they
v enriching their farms, The fact that some peoplg 'plant
Vogetables in these areas, show that they recognize the fertility of
the soil there,



CHAPTER FOUR

|
Rural Social Institutions

An institution can only develop when the folkways and
‘mores surrounding an important activity become organized into
‘yuite a formal binding system of belief and behaviour. Bierstedt
(1970:30) defined social institution as a definite, formal and
tegular way of doing something. It is the sum total of all patterns,
‘processes, and material instruments built up around any major
fsocial interest.

' The Family And Marriage Institutions

, Some kind of family organization exists in all human

‘societies, although its actual form may vary from one society to

‘another. According to Wilkins (1976:137), the family is the
smallest and most personal of all social groups, it is alse one of
the most important, since the regulation of sexual and parental
functions, which have their roots in the biological nature of human

| beings, is a prerequisite of social order.

Human babies are completely helpless when they are born,
und for a long time they are dependent on others for nurture and
ware. This is why exactly the issue of begetting children cannot be
allowed to happen in a haphazard and irresponsible manner, and
I8 regulation through the institutions of marriage and family is of
such importance. The primary function of the family after all, is
fearing and caring for children.

uclear Family
The nuclear family consists of a married couple and their
iildren. This is the basic building block of most kinship system.
\mong the Pygmies each nuclear family constitutes an independent
usehold.
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Extended Family

The extended family includes grand parents
grand c!\ildren, including all the brothegrrs andpsistcrs b?atl::nst:cgnng
generation along with their spouses and offspring and in-laws from
se\feral of these marriages. They live in a single household or
adjacent households and function together as an integrated

economic unit, They own land and economic trees together.

The family And Individual Needs

There are many ways that the family solves the individual

needs. The following are some of the ways:

Reproduction and Physical Maintenance

When we where born into families, we were born helpless

but our families provided nurture and protection, by feeding,

clothing and housing us. The family continues to shoulder these

responsibilities until we are able to take care of ourselves.

Socialization

: -Socialization is the process by which beings who are
biologically human become sociatty human, Otite and Ogionwo
(1985:225) noted that, -parents bring up their children on the
assumption }hat they are anticipating the future of these children.
They socialize their children to fit into a particular type of social
system. The effectiveness of a particular socialization patten i
always relative to the extent t0 which future conditions can be
accurately anticipated.

Social Control

Wf: learn the socially approved ways for realizing our
persoyal interests through social control. The new born baby
suckling the mother's breast stops and looks at the reaction of the
mother when it bites the mother’s breast. The reaction of the
mother will determine what the child will do next time. It is said
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(It charity begins &t
(hat punishment of offe
morally. Through social control & ch

even for responsible part
Status Placement

|nternalize their characteristics.
children of influential families are [€s
fut this development is
personal achievement will countas the case,
fall apart by
(raditional ruler
privileges but where the chieftaincy is

or by personal merit, the ¢
The son of a university professor ¢

{eacher.

Marriage

more consenting adults hrough Which

home. Inmany rural societies, they believe
qding children helps 10 shape their future
ild can be made humble or

icipation 1n society at large.

on of their parents initially and
Tn many rural societies, the
pected more than their peers.

Children inberit status positi

temporary because after some YEArs,
in Okonkwo in

Chinue Achebe. When somebody’s father is a
the person will be known as 4 prince and enjoys
not hereditary but rotational

hieftaincy could move t0 another family.
an end up a secondary school

be defined as @ relationship between (WO Of
children may or may not
arise provided this relationship;ecogaized by Society and this gives
social ecognition to the children of the marriage. Marriage is
known to have some common qualities, it varies form one culture
Or group o another and everywhere new relationships aré formed
(hrough marriage Aylward (1973:181) defined marriage as:
a special and intimate union between man and woman 28
such in which mating is an essential expression, in some
sense sacred, which establishes enforceable rights between
the partners which results in @ special status for the

children, and generates relationships of consanguinity and

affinity, and which implies that other forms of mating Of

intimacy are deviant.

Marriage may
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woman dies, the husband will g (0 iy
sister of his late wifé be given 10 him in
the in-laws do ot tefuse because the children
uken cate of are also their children,

For many traditional people the aim fage i
prmrgation and without it, marriagpe is imompletf lltlnamzift
offs?npg the ruralities therefore, avert the threat of extinction
one’s lincage which is considered a calamity in all rural societies
Basden'(1966:'68) noted that unmarried persons of either sex'
gxcept in special cases are objects of derision and to be childles
is the greatest calamity that can befall a woman. .

Widow inheritance _
This s a situation whete  man dies after some

marriage and often having smised children, After his de
close telation of his can go back to the parents of the wormin A
give them 4 token bride wealth symbolizing the exchange, THE
children born henceforth belong (0 the AeW husband while the

previous children gtill belong to the dead man.

Types of Marriage
There are basically two of marri
m
monogamy and polygamy. o sinis.

Monogamy
i This js a social unit of one man, his wife and the
children. This type of marriage i common in most rural societies

Levirate Marriage
[n a simple form, i
sense that the late brother

{is labouring for a late brother in he
's children and wife are stl for him.
The fostet father is the biological father while the late brother 18
{he social father. In most rural societies, the social father is more
|mportant than the biological father even sociologically speaking.
{1 rural societies a child s known by his father's name whether the
{yther i dead or living. This form of marriage is found in some
it of Arabia, Sudan and North Africa,

Polygamy
This is a general term consisting 0 (
polyandry. Polyandry is where a womémg hasf rggggmn :
husband i the sae time, 1t s not popular but found in Tibet .:‘.
me Indian tribes While polygyny is where one man has mo :
1 01 wife at the same time. It is very common in
societies because they believe that they need more hands in the

farm work or for any other reason. host Marriage

This is & situation Where, may be, an only son dies and the

{5 or relations are bent on not allowing his lineage (0 close
o0 though he is deccased, They now marty & wife on his
ulf. The wife and offspring of the marriage belong to him even

1o the wife and children ony hear storis about his life. This

fiictised in almost all rural societies in Africa.

Forms of Marriage ;
Ll 'Ihet:e are other forms of marriages in the rural areas lik
rorate martiage, widow inheritance, levi iage

: : , levir ol

ghost marriage. s B

=

Sororate marriage
In most rural societies, they believe tha

rural ; t & woman who b

no blood relationship with a dead woman cannot reg‘:rt:io )

children as her own children, That is why in most places when

W{ulsites of Marrioge
"he prerequisies of marriage in almost all rural societies

e approval and involvement of th both familes, bride price
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