5

CONTEMPORARY
SOCIAL PROBLEMS

I

!
I ~ et
vy :
( ¥4
a" s



CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL PROBLEMS

p 4
-
A

' L YE UTR RV ,\‘..'. i';’ o\ MNETONE RO x
“TC{GNATIUS N AGUENE® « = = o

PRIZF, PUBLISHER!

.“'

., Enugu . Lagos . Ab“f:afl':-_if;f'



API‘IIO#{OQKJ;Q LAIN

W ';.',c.',\.‘"\”‘ ":‘ {19,

First Published in 1999 by
Prize Publishers
79 Ogurugu Road, Nsukka, Nigeria.

6 IGNATIUS N. AGUENE

Al rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored In a retrieval system or ransmitted, in any
form or by any means mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise, without the prior, permission of Prize
Publishers.

(SBN: 978 - 35010 ~4- 6

N g ‘
D ]
= 2 Wi o

Prize Publishers
79 Ogurugu Road
Nsukka

PREFACE -

~ This book is an-attempt to-provide ' comprehensise
aontempom{y‘ social problems- in- Nigeria, [ dg]p;gt Claim tt:dl{a\?:
produced:either a- perfect and comprehensive textbook or to have
 Aalysed il contemporary - social - problems: Nonetheless; 1 have
(documentefi an analysed fourteen contemporary social problems,
L This book:originated from my experiences in Ate‘fgélﬁﬁgasocial
- problems for many years. I have benefited imm&n&lxtfromidikcmions
-~ With colleagues in the-department and students whose enéonujigémnts
- abled me to ransform myleeure noes o textbook,
~ The purpase of this book is thus to. amlyse the causes
. fﬁ:;fque?c;: Gaggksglu_tih § ttl? conemporary seial problems, Each
. Chapter of this book provokes though, discussion, and debae,other
mere presenation of facts, P i b
: This book vl be useful not only to undergraduate and p
- raduate studentsstudying Sociology but t0 those taldrgga,giéc'ti‘vé béil:i"ssels
Socal Problems a wella o the general readet Who may e iteested
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I 158 Welcome addition to our stock of
We cin never grow tired of our concern on
WO chiapters ably cover the Issue which come (o
OPICS in this subfield of Sociology. These remind us
[0f Social Pathalogy is that as we try to eradicate some

IR 01les Surface to take their place; the emergence of new
ke dictation and control of new socia] problems evident,
Mhough wars are more of polifical issues the social dimensions -
, Aldrvation, malnutrition, problems of children and widows should
derestimated. A pertinent question in Education and Health is who

nce both social services and each source of finance entails a
Uifferent policy option. For example, if the beneficiaries directly bear the

burden of financing, only those who can afford to pay receive them while

those who cannot pay are excluded, Throughout the world, education and
health -are financed by a combination of the users and the general public,

Issues like standards of education and health care have o be monitored by
the state,

The demography of a country is not only about the size and its spartial
distribution, it includes a functional analyses of those of the population;
those under 15 years of age, the working population 15-64 and the aged 65
and above. It is because we do not have A proper grasp of the magnitude of
the youth that we do not know the problems of the youths and the
dimensions of the care of the old,

Finally, ecological and climaic/environmental issues are discussed in
chapter 16. More attention have been devoted to water pollution by oil
Spillage, destruction of acquatic e and desertification,

On the whole, this is a useful book on Social Problems. The author
Ignatius N, Aguene who s a lecturer in the Department of Sociology, Enugu
State University of Science and Technology (ESUT) Enugu has discussed
adequately the causes, consequences and possible solutions to some social

problems in contemporary Nigeria, It should be owned by all those who
have interest in Social Problems and how to tackle them.

Mo ll mo
Visiting Professor,
Department of Sociology

Enugu State University of Science and Technology (ESUT), Enugu
May, 1999, ,
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Contemporary Social Problems

Chapter One

 Social Problems: An Introdugtion

Meaning of Social Problem * it '

, Social problem is relative to time and place. What constitutes

3 social problem a one time in history may be normal at another

" time. What constitutes a social problem in one society may be normal

in another society, This is because what constitutes a social problem

in any society and at any point in time depends on the people’s
attitude and changing norms and values.

A social problem is defined as a situation or condition which

competent observers define as undesirable and therefore advocate that

something positive be done to eradicate it. In other words, people
must define 2 situation & social. problem. before it could be
regarded s a social problem, "A social problem is defined as &
condition affecting  significant number of people in ways considered
undesirable, about which it s felt that something can be done through
collective social action, " Horton and Leslie (1965). ¢

puller and Myers (1941), presented  definition of social
problem as follows: A social problem is  condition which is defined

by aconsiderable pumber of persons as & deviation from some social
social problem thus consists of an

fiorm which they cherish. Every
jective definition. The objective

gbjective condition and a ‘sub
sondition is a verifiable situation which can be checked as to its

ylstence and magnitude (proportions) by impartial and trained
ervers, e.g., the state of a country's National Defence, trends in
Sirth rate, unemployment, etc. The subjective definition is the
jronegs! of cenain individuals that the condition is a threat 0
i chierished values. '
[t objective condition is necessary but not in itself sufficient
i ¢ & soclal problem. Although the objective condition may
e In (wo different localities, it may he a'social problem in

uf these areas, ©.8. discrimination against the Negroes in
| 48 contrasted with discrimination in the North or divorce
ofirasted with divorce in the Catholic Community.

ol e what people think they are and if the conditions
 defied a8 soctal problems by the people involved in them,
i ol problems o those people, although they may be
I8 10 utmkdors of 1o scientisls, ¢ (he conaition of poor
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Southern share croppers is a social problerm to the brainstrusters of the
New Deal but not to many Southern landowners.

People can also define a non-¢xistent condition as a social
problem. For instance, among the Azande of Central African witch-
craft is part of everyday lfe, yet it is something people are afraid of.
If people cat banana and it results in stomach upsets it is witcherat, It
is ot only Africans that believe in witcheraft, the people of Salem,
Massachusetts, according to Starkey (1949), believed in witches and
imagined that their community Was infested with them. They took
stern measures 1o deal with the supposed social problem. Today we
know that there are nio witches and, consequently, we cannot have
that social problem. Neubeck (1979), defined social problem as a
complex of behaviour and circumstances which threatens or adversely
affects the institution, mores, standards and beliefs that are valued by
most members of a society. The existence of the problem is usually
recognized when it becomes clear, and present danger (o the general
welfare, Such danger may not be simply in the problem itself, but in
the problem solving means which may be a threat to social stability.

Sociologists investigating social problems are not content to make
surveys of existing conditions, pointing to wrongs that need (o make
right. Becker (1966); noted that they concern themselves with how
problems corme about and are perpetuated, and in so doing atiempt o
reach conclusions that apply to a broader range of phenomena than the
specific problem they study. They study classes of problems and the
underlying social conditions that give rise to them.

But the student of social problems stll retains an interest in
present day society a5 an object worthy of study because the problems
are those of his own time and place, problems that his knowledge,
insight, and skill may help solve.

Any situation, no matter how small or big it is, that cannot be
controlled by social action is not a social problem, For instance,
carthiquake 15 not a social: problem because e cannot solve it presently
through any social action, Therefore, earthquake and drought, since they
cannot be controlled by any known social action, are not social problems.
However, thelr effects are social problems because the society can do
something about them

Ong. of the ideas today. about. social problem is that they
are nommal and not abnormal, They are simply 45 a_result
of social change taking place. around the World, "Social change is the

' ]
Conemporary Social Problems

on of social structures (paterns of social actions

significant altera R
and interactions) including consequences and manifestations Of-SUC

orms, values, and cultural symbols’, More

ructures embodied in »
(1974). Some innovations that create novelty also create SCid

problems. There is hardly any social change no matter how‘great or
small, without & corresponding  social problem. qu |pstance,
motor cars Were manufactured to alleviate human suffering in terms
of long trekking and conveying of loads. Motgr. cars _hava also creat?d
the problem of road accidents. Toda){. religious ideas that soc!al
problems are punishment for people’s sins are not acccp}able. Social
problems  could be solved if people with competent ideas handle

them,

The Development of Social Problem '
Fuller and Myers (1941), referred to the natural history ofa

social problem as: 3
{ arise full-blown, commanding

Social problems do no . '
attention and evoking adequate policies and machinery

for their solutions. On the contrary, we believe that soci(‘ll
problens exhibit a temporal course of devclopme.nl in
which different phases or Stages may be distinguished.
Fach slage anticipates ifs Suceessor in fime and each
icceeding stage contains new elements which mar‘k it off
from its predecessor: A social problem thits conceived as
always beig in @ dynamic state of "becoming” pass‘es
through the natural history stages of awareness, policy

determination, and reform.

jal Issue o
o ttern of behaviour which is not objectively

A social ssue is @ pa _ .
1 is nonetheless an object of wide-

1 threat to the society but whic ! :
spread and sometimes With  vigorous disapproval. For instance,

homosexuality is @ social TSSU¢ because the act of homos'exuality fioes
ot do any harm to the society o anybody: Yet ‘pcopl.c fhscuss, th|§ a}l
the time but there is no way you can deal with it TIhlS is becausc it is
a privale  issue between  two - consenting .mdllwduals.
Adultery i another  good example  because 1t involves
two consenting adults of the opposile sex even though 4 third;

(e husband or wife, might e injured depending on the society in
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question,

In-Africa aduliery means, in most cases, a woman hreaking her
marriage vow sexually. But in most developed communities, adultery
has a different meaning because it could involve ether the man of the
woman. g

Overt Social Problem

- This is when a society realizes that certain situation constitute
a social problem and at the same time, they try to do something to
remedy. the stuarion. For insiance, when the menace of armed
robbery became unconirollable, the Federal Government of Nigeria

under General Yakubu Gowon promulgated a decree and set Armed

Robbery and Fire Arms Tribunal in 1976 under which convicted

armed sobbers were executed by firing squad, In the case of food

scarcity many goveraments did their best, for instance, Operation

Feed the Nation by General Olusegun Obasanjo and Green

Revolution by Alhaji Shehu Shagari in Nigeria,

Covert Social Problem
This is-a social problem which society realizes that it exists

but the zeal to-control it s lacking, For instance, marita instability
is recognized by the society.as social problem hut nothing is done

collectively to eradicate this problem, It has a lot of implications for
the children of divorced parents,
Ameliorating Social Problem :

This i a social problem which nearly evergbody agrees it s
asoclal problem. However, they disagree on the'method of solution
A problem of this nature is easier to solve because the people have
defined it as social problem even though they differ on the method
of solution. For instance, armed robbery is a social problem. Some

penple support execution of convicted armed robbers as is the case

loday in Nigeria. However, other peaple insist on long term
imprisonment, For God is the sole giver of life which we have no
right to take under any circumstance.

Moral Social Mblem

I ths ype of sl problem, the two groups involved do.

not agree that the situation 1s a social problem. For instance,
landlords in the urban areas and tenants have different opinions over

[ N ——————
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high rentage. Landlords argue that it is very costly to build a house
and also the cost of maintenance is high, while tenants argue that
even if it is costly to build a house, the money invested in building
should ot be recovered immediately since buildings are life long
investment, therefore high rentage s not justified by any means.

Attitude Towards Social Problems
Generally, people’s attitude show how they wil react These

include -

1 Indifference

Most peaplé el unconcerned over any problem that does not
directly affeot them or jeopardize their own welfare. As long as they
are not personally involved, they become indifferent; For instance,
in higher intitutions the easiest way for school authorities to increase
school fees is to start with first year students. The older students will
foel that they are not personally involved therefore, they allow the
iresh students (o pay:the increased schoo fees. If the authorites
increase school fees for all categories of students the older students
wil ither riot o boycot lectures in protest and if care is not taken
many things will be damaged.

2, Fatalistic Resignation

Belief that all events are predetermined and man is powerless
L0 change his destiny, Fatalism i simply the doctrine that every event
i life is already predetermined (herefore, it is inevitable. Many
people hence believe that such problems can ot be avoided, For
instance, at times people believe that poverty is the fault of the poor,
Poverty s 4 matter of economic. deprivation not of character
deficiency. Some poor peaple accept this ideology and feel that God
has created them poor.

Karl Marx called this ideology by poor working class people
“falee conecinusness’ which he believest that they ware net able (0
realise their true worth in their working places. For Marg, withou!
thent the factory owner can not operate, The labourer deserves his
due wages

3. Divine Retribution

Some people believe that the. peaple of the world have
offended God so much that God wants (0 punish mankind for ey
deeds agamst Him. In otlier wores. flaod eathguike wied aming et :

1

&

——
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ure si.gns of God's visitation of anger on man, What can Q\'e the
Stuation 15 voluntary self punishment to make amends for wrong
doing (penance) and frequent prayers. Hence, according to Akukwe
(1988), others would see social problems as God's punishment for sin,
Economic depression; famine, malnutrition, epidemic, flood, AIDS,
:{bandoning babies, unemployment, wanton- criminal destruction of
!tves and property are seen as signs of divine retribution. The solution
15 ot 1o be sought in social policy but in conversation and prayer.

4. Cynicism

Some people believe that all noise about social problems are
mere waste of time. They believe that people always act selfishly
therefore, those who want to solve such problems cannot be trusted
thus everybody must fight it out individually.

The military that take over government in Africa can be used s
an example. They call theirs corrective regimes and end up exploiting
the masses more than the civilian politicians do. The implication on
the part of the masses s that people embezzle public funds to save

themselves from future hardship since the economy cannot be
teformed.

5. Romanticizing

This means seeing things as we want them to be ot as they
really are, In order wards, we, begin to live in an imaginary world
away from the real world. The romanticist looks at social problems in
1 selective fashion that, is in, a manner that is satisfying to him, For
instance, poverty as a social problem is scen by many government
off!ciuls 5 a fault of the poor themselves and they blame them for
laziness while in actual fact, poverty is as a result of deprivation,

0, The Pace of Social Services

T'he social - scientists particularly *sociologists unlike the
romanticists are concerned with the facts about a- particular social
problem. For instance, the causes of a particular social problem, the
consequences and then possible solutions to the problem and may be
recommenda;ions 10 the relevant authorities for their action.

Contemporary Social Problems

Fallacies About Social Problems
There are some hisconceptions about social problems and

they are as follows:

I, Social problems are caused by bad people

It is it always true that social problems are caused by bad
people. Research has shown that social problems are ol always
caused by bad people because in most cases social problems are as a
result of good projects designed for the welfare of the society. For
instance, when motor cars were introduced into the Nigerian roads,
the manifest functions were to minimize the suffering of the masses
by way of reducing long distance trekking and carrying of loads on
human heads. However, from police records we find out that accident
rate these days s on the high side. At times bad people can cause
social problem like late General Sani Abacha who proposed mass
cetrenchment, in fact forty per cent of the work force, despite the
previous retrenchments done as @ result of his bad management of the
economy. This invariably increased the poverty level in the country.

2, Social Problems Are Abnormal

Social problems are not abnormal but normal. When a society
makes progress the problems associated with that progress will arise.
For instance, the employment of women in offices 5o that they will be
independent of their husbands financially has also resulted in high
rate of divorce in our society. Without employment many women
would have been bothered with what to do after the divorce. Divorce
in most cases leads to juvenile delinquency. Secondly, boys and girls
who are employed are sexually harassed by their bosses.

3, Everybody Agrees on What a Social Problem Is

It is nol true that everybody will agree on what constitutes &
social problem For fnstance, landlords in the urban areas who charge
high rents will always argue that it costs a o to build a house so that
whatever rent that is charged is justified. But the tenants on their oW
part complains bitterly about high rents and fnsist that many of these
houses were built many years ago and even if the buildings are new
buildings they are long time investment, Thereforc, one should not be
in  haste to recover the money invested in building hoses,

|

———————SSERE
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4. Social Problem Can Solve Itself

To say that social problems when left alone can solve
themselves is not true. Problems cannot solve themselyes for
examples armed robbery, unemployment, drug abuse and poverty etc.
These: problems can only  be solved when competent people are
involved, who will now look at the causes, CODSeQUENCES, and
recommend solutions to the relevant authorities for implementation,

5. Everybody Expects Social Problems To Be Solved

It is not true to say that everybody will fike a social problem
(o be solved. No matter the nature of any social problem some people
must benefit from that social problem and therefore such people will
rot like that particular social problem to be solved. For instance,
landlords will not like prostitution as a social problem to be solved.
[ 1is 1s because they are the people responsible for housing the girls
nvolved at very exorbitant rents on daily basis. Those who come to
patronize the prostitutes buy drinks and other things from their bars.
This means money for the landlords. They disregard the moral aspect
of prostitution for financial gains.

The Causes of Social Problems
" There are many causes of social problems which include the

followings:

1. Social Change

Social change creates social problems this is true because
behind every social change, there is always a social problem as a
result of the change. Innovation is the basis of social change and that
of social problem oo, For instatice, the manifest functions of hotel
is to feed and accommodate travellers. The latent functions of hotel
are e poud 41iags that will follow as a result of siting the hotel at
& PArtiCular lova ity 1 whicli the inhabitanis will be employed as
drivers, cooks, gardeners while tomatoes, rice and other items will
be sold to the hoteliers. There will be access road, pipe borne water
and electricity. While the dysfunctions of the hotel will include
increase in crime rate and prostitution in the area.

2 Solution to One Social Problem Creates Another
When you solve one social problem. another soetal problem
i creqted Some times A more Serious problem 15 created while

Contemporary Social Problems 2 g

solving an existing social problem. For instance, in 1975 Universal
Free Primary Education was introduced in Nigeria to sweep out
illiteracy among Nigerians but the more serious problem created was
scatcity of food because many children went to school and left farm
work in the rural areas in the hands of old people. Those who went
0 school did not want to do farm work again and moved into the
urban areas in search of employment,

3. Contradiction Resulting From Social Change

When an innovation is introduced in a society some people
will adapt the innovation while others may reject the innovation, A
social problem could be created because of this contradiction. For
instance, in Nigeria we have ethnicity which makes it impossible for
many Nigerians to think of a United Nigeria. This is why both the
parliamentary and presidential systems of governments failed in
Nigeria. Many people were thinking more of ethnic loyalties while
people like late Hon. Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe were thinking of one
United Nigeria. The quota system, the Federal character, special
attention to the so called “educationally underdeveloped areas”
emphasize cultural or ethnic differences. Many ethnic leaders invoke
ethnic loyalty in defence of private interes(s (0 achieve their selfish

interests.

4. Value Conflict

At times people have different values arising from social
change. This difference in value as would be expected creates value
conflict which in turn creates social problem. For instance, the
problem created by Christianity and Islam notably in Northern
Nigeria where christians and Moslems always kill themselves
constitutes a social problem. Even though the two religions are
different ways of serving one God. But the way some fanatical
groups within each group attack people with different religious views
make one wonder whether they ever realize that they are serving one
God.
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Chapter Two
Approaches to the Study of Social Problems

There: are three major approaches to* the study of sogial

problems: Traditional Approach. Criti
i Appr‘())zch.c « Critical Approach and Life Cycle

I, FT{(adir!'omzl Approaches to the Study of Social Problems
. S:Ct(i);llcarll)l;.l there have‘ been two major approaches to the
e proviems according (o Rubington and Weinberg eds
t?oc‘mll pathologists were largely concerned with
individuals whose behaviouy they thought dew‘a:u
Fhey assumed thar this deviant behavionr was (o a
Iarge‘ degreq due to- biological or pyschological
deficiencies. Afer world War I, the social parhoglo
approach gave way 0 a second orientation lowarﬁ
m'e stucfy of social problems - the  social
disorganization - approach. This approach  also
Jocuses on the deviant behaviour of individuals, But
muc’h more attention was given to the i'nﬂuenée 0
social environment in explaining deviance. ;

1.1 }T:'he Social Pathology Approach
o 0r;:nl :\rvl;;clap:honi Iwillfdiscover that they valued a "heathy"
socity, on ¢ 1lls of socially undesirable behavi
i ‘ irable behaviou
: O;e‘;ti.egr\l:csr:f course llj more utopian than-real, For them hlrn;vaa:
MICIELIES were comparable to living organisms like i
did. Human sccieties w i ey
' 86 ere therefore subjected
disease and llness manifested | ot
ase & g ested in undesirable behaviour |;
narital pregnancies crime, § il o
- v Sexual harassment and child abuse and
Although Smith and som i
‘ : some other social pathologists
;2?L§r|:d with whal.lhey called “bad environment" Ngeube:vlf:el 19117(;;8
"w:ak l:eaF l}fwey h.cla?'v'ed thit social problem primarily involveci
b ]ss ;) lfhe l»?dlvnduul mind or will, the lack of development
{ ack of self-control" [ '
54 ol among certain groups of people in the

Social pathologists used ease studies. One such history. which

wtemparary Social Problems 1

Social pathologists used case studies. One such history, which
ywas widely used was noted by Dugdale (1977) according to Neubeck
(1979

concerned. the Jukes family. Max Jukes, a black

woodsman born in 1720, was described as an

extremely ignorant man Who married. another

equally ignorant woman. Allegedly, most of their

descendants between 1730 and 1974 turned out o be

criminals, paupers, and  mentally troubled

individuals. Such family histories were regarded s

proof that "defective” individuals produce offspring

whase behaviour consistuted the social problems of

the day.

They have beautiful ideas, however, oné might take them to
task in that life is not always s they think. For them, nobles will
give important peaple as offspring but there are cases Where nobles
give birth to lunatics or nobles give birth to_criminals, Many
important men in any Society have poor background but either by
hard work or fuck they manage to break the shackles of poverty.
Poverty, for instance, i & matter of economic deprivation, not of
character deficiency,

Mast of the forces creating poverty, are essentially social
according to Idriss (1992). They reflect systems of resource
allocations that are made by societies and as such can be reversed.
Pricing policies, credit systems and socia and productive services
which neglect the poor, as well s gender discrimination, are not
natural, universal and inevitable facts and neither is the poverty they
give rise to,

However, no matter how sociologists assess their efforts,
their ideas were useful since they used their findings to recommend
solutions 10 the existing social problems of their time, The most
important thing was that social problems were analysed and solution
were proposed.

The social pathology approach decording (0 Hofstandter
(1965), was consistent with widespread public beliefs in social
Darwinism, This body of ideas was based on the belief that people’s
social class position was linked to_their biological quality. Those
living at the bottom levels of the socio-economic scale were thought
* This chapter is based mainly on Neubeck (1979) Social

Proplems; A Critical Approdch
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to be fess ‘fit’ for survival than the affluent. This group of scholars
were not interested in changing the social structure of the society as
ameans of solving social problems rather they define social problems
within the houndaries of the prevailing social order at least to make
hem solvable.

Banfield (1970), while writing on urban poor in America
used the social pathology approach. He therefore, explained the
plight of America’s Slum - dwellers in terms of their alleged personal
deficiencies.

The lower class individual lives in the slum and see

little reason to complain. He does not care how dirty

and dilapidated his house is, either inside or out, nor

does he mind the inadequacy of such public facilities

as schools, parks and libraries, indeed, where such

things exist he destroys them by acts of vandalism.

Feature that make the slum repellant fo others

actually please him.

For him and other pathologists, children born and bred in this
type of condition have no bright future and are well adapted to their
social environment to the extent that they may not wish-for a change
in their social environment,

1.2 The Social Disorganization Approach
Proponents of social disorganization theory according to Mills
(1943), valued a smooth - working, culturally homogeneous social
system in which people adapt their behaviour o accepted norms.
Through this vision of the ideal society, they now determine who and
what their social problems were.
In every society traditional or modern, there are always
soclally sanctioned behaviour patterns which people are expected to
ganform to. Hence, we have socialization which make sure that there
Iy conrinuity and order in the society. However more often than not
~ lhere are certain breakdown of these socially sanctioned behaviour
lierns, The organization of society was made possible therefore, by
yl iorms, or mules for appropriate behaviour, Deviant behaviours
00 e 0 the existence of social disorganization within parts of the
e e with his school of thaught Neubeck (1979),

paRressive auovenent of peaple from rural areas
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to crowded cittes that accompanied industrialization
meant that many migrnats had 10 make great life
adjustments. The norms that regulated interpersonal
relationships and lifestyles in small town were often
inapplicable to fast-paced city living, mich to r{ze
surprise of the migrants. Urban life often meant c'ialdy
contact with strangers, new and stressful living
condiions, and subservience 10 the impersonal
demands of officaldom a work and in the realn of
law, Past experience provided lttle support and few
guidelines for a quick adjustment to the cit, it was
suggested, In the absence of clearty.deﬁngd nor,
or with the failure of migrants fo readily mt;mahze
existing norms, deviant behaviour was likely to
occur. Deviance was thus viewed a5 an indication of
fiormlessness, a response [0 the confusion and
disorientation associated with being caught up in

change.

Merton's anomie theory (1938), as Was quoted by Neubeck
(1979), American culture Merton observed, pla:\ces a great deal of
emphasis on getting ahead and attaining matetial success. Y.ct the
means for pursuing these cultural goals are not equal!y distributed
within the population: People do not have the same family resources,
access o educational opportunities, and important. connections.
Moreover, not everyone has equally internalized thp apgroved norms
governing the pursuit of material SUCCess. If an u_ldwxdual has. the
means to pursue cultural goals and hgs inlf:mahzed the socially
approved notms for doing so, deviance 1§ unh.kel.y'. s

Anomic individuals may respond 0 their'situations inany one
of four ways, according 1o Merton (1964), quoted in Neubeck
(1979), (1) In innovation, & person pursucs cultural success goals by
socially disapproved means. This category encompasses, among
others; those who commit crimes against property - froxp purse-
snatching to white-collar offences by corporate executives. (2)
Ritualism takes place when an individual slackens the pursuit of
material success by lowering aspirations and rejecting the pressures |
(o compete and get ahead, but il aceepts the societal means. The
low-level bureaucrat who has litle hope for upward mobl.hty an(j:4
simply plods along year after year, enforcing (he bureaucratic rules; )

L ——
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exemplifies the ritualists. (3) In retreatism, a person rejects and
abandons both the goals and the means of pursing them, simply
withdrawing from the *game". The seriously mentally troubled, the
chronic alcoholic, the drug addict are examples. (4) Finally, rebellion
involves the attempt to change both the cultural goals and the means
by which they are pursued. This category includes individuals who
have committed themselves (o radical revolutionary change in the
values and structure of social life

According to Neubeck (1975), the focus of those employing
the social - disorganization approach was latgely on deviant
individuals, although there was sympathetic consideration of the
difficulties imposed by their immediate environments, Consequently,
solutions to soical problems were essentially viewed as a matter of
administration. Deviant behaviours could be taken care of by proper
intervention, without feorganising or transforming thé entire social
systen,

However. the social disorganization theorists are likely to
have disagreement with modern day sociologists who in Aty cases
attribute social problems to the existing social structure which many

ofus believe can only be solved by reorganising or transforming the

entlre social system, For instance, poverty is a matter of economic
deprivation, not of character deficiency.

2. A Critical Approach To Social Problems

This critical approach is based on a vision or ideal against
Which the societal status quo is Judged. The vision or ideal against
Which this text measures the: status quo- possesses the following
characteritics according to Neubeck (1979)

(1) Difference in personal wealth and income should be
mininal, so that the life chances of all Americans are
relatively equal and 5o that all share more equitably
In the goods and Services produced.

(2)  Members of American society: should be able 10
detively- participate in o direetly influgnce those
political and economic decisions that affect then,

(3 Each individual should have ready and wontining
j access 10 the education g (aining needed fo

- Conenporary Social Problems 15

develop his or her interests and capabilities to the
full.

(4)‘ There. must be no 'pers'onal“and intittionalized
discrimination against. individuals on the basis of
group membership (¢.g., race, ethnicity, and sex).

(5). None of Americas resoutces should be devored to
military aggression and violence against other people
of the world, Instead; our nation and others must
move toward disarmament and peaceful settlement of
differences.

(6)  Resources must be devoted to-the presentation and
conservation of natural - environment, and
technological decisions must: take into account the
well-being of future generations,

(1) Work must.be freely available to all, I shopld be
organized cooperatively, with special ateniion to
providing meaning, dignity and satisfaction,

(8)  Members of American society should be gt peace
with themselves and with one another. The vicarious
rewards associated with such activities as crime,
violence, and drug abuse should have no attraction,
and the anxieties. that provoke mental troubles and
suicide should be absent,

However no' society can reach it idealised stage and the idea of an
ideal society is simply utopian,

2. Macro And Micro Problems .

Macro problems are key features of a society that are
problematic while micro problems are individual behaviour that may'
be harmful to others or even the culprit.

Macro Problems . |
Macro problems according to Neubeck (1979) are certain
economi, politieal, social and technological arrangements that have

21
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come 1o prevail in America s problematic arangements because
these arrangements harm millions of people. In Nigeria our key
features may include unequal disribution of income and wealth,
concentration of power in a few individual hands and our
- mismanaged economy, IMF conditionaliies and austerity measures
are examples,
Because according to him, since Macro problems are rooted
I socital organization, their reduction or elimination may well
require an eventual transformation of the prevailing order. Macro
problems will not yield to minor technical or administrative reforms,

Every Societal member must be involved in the soluton if effective
result is expected,

2.2 Miero Problems

Micro problems may be caused by the organisation of
society, but here emphasis is on the problems of individuals as
regards their behaviours which of course adversely affect other
people, or they could-even be self-destrucive. Examples in Nigeria
include drug abuse, alcoolism and psychological problems,

Neubeck (1979) in bis own contribution noted that those
whose behaviour are troubled or troublesome can in many instances
be considered 1o be acting normally, given the life situations with
Which they may be faced. It is senseless to ask people to adjust or

confor to societal condiions that may be harming them, The more
logical solution is to aler these conditions,

3. The Life Cyele of Social Problems Approach
As early as the 19405, atempts were made 10 specify the
general stages through which problems were believed o go. Fuller
and Myers (1941), as quoted by Neubeck (1979). noted that;
According to this approach, the vcle begins when
pecple become avare of sone objective situation
Which, in their estimation, is problematic. They are
nof quite sure what to do about it and they begin to
commnicate’ their concern o ofers, What ofien
follows is public debate over the problen, with
conflcting ideas put forth as 1o Why the situation
XIS and what is o be done. In the conrse of piblic
debate, the various groups whose interests are
(ffected by the problem andlor it solution make their

ki
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Jasition known. Finally, we come 10 the sf;lget:i‘
'refvmls. oficial - policies. for dealing n;: s
oroblem, which were hammergd out mnfmg o
ad influenced by the jockeying of various
proups, are finally implemented.

fin jal Problem
s 70, g ek (979,10

ive menon 48
that an individual or group defines & gwefn h;;l:c&c; g
4 atic in terms of theit ideology or sense OF W e
I"h"fu\r‘t”l;e They suggest that social problem; are deﬁ thhus
hl.'.‘- H - our individual’s or groupss perceived self;pt;;eséomca.l
:;a'r'}i;naiial definition of & social problem can be a highly

ing i involved.
evert, particularly when opposing interests get Invo

Tyansformation into a Public Issue ‘ i
h"mjo{:'?li?i? opinon, this transformation will take place only |

. icly important and
e privately recognzed problem 15 S0 48 gi:ﬁ lb“elpaomatter of
et for pubiconideaton. AL U t 1o downplay the
roeived selfinerest, @ offcals can a.uemb . interpreation of
g i problems and provide teir own intrp
MNPOTTALEG

events

o d Solutions
Mﬂmflocs‘:u::iiagtaines (1972), s quoted by Neubeck (1979),

| ' jons commonly
distinguished between (W different causal interpretations

gl

Y ic and/or
b sivensystemic atibution; he system fef p“l)\l;::dma:l; r‘:)nb?l/e(l’n
;;th‘mcs (ifficulties for individuallse. 12\:10;:; °':°l's their' defiiency
i 51?lplly- b:hl:iacn;::egn (tl;neepse:cpial problen. The second “‘;s:;
e tdu . is termed personal auributon, Different groups led
"'mpl?té-l lonic or personal ttribution in fne with lhelr.percne: .
o h-);s‘[simlt seems likely that ll doninant groups will ftietr;rom
sftii.)l:\:;:rst;nal attribution, for they manage, cgr_\lr(;l al:dwl:\:: - oo
-ﬂ' [ tm (hat could be called (o qucslion.'The political ou h which the
; iltc form of ligislation o adminisuauvle changes lcllnoug

;':\mhlem. 4 it has come 10 be defined. 1§ addressed.

hp 0 P ower sl ' i I
L Rozie’cofplc or groups Who possess power are I the best positio ‘
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to do the following according to Ross i
by Neubeck (1979): § to Ross and Staines (1972), a5 quoted

(1) Determine whether & privately recognized problem
will be permitted to become a public issue;

(2)  Advance their self-interested version of the sources
or causes of a problem;

(3 Control the ways in which i
iven probl '
come to be defined; and ST

(4)  Determine what, if anything, wi
y , will be
o g done to solve

They also opined that those who deri

" opined that erive power and speci
privilege from maintaining thie status quo will prefer to keep ;m:
Problems fr?m becoming public issues. If the problems do become
issues, doml.nant groups will actively push for solutions that are
consistent with their self-interests.

JqUuly

b [y 4
BT
“'“[I n‘ t

:
(A LY
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Chapter Three

Fducational Problems

Education is one of the means by which young persons are
socialized so as 10 participate in the community as they grow up.
Lower animals have instincts so that they behave the way the older
ones do when they grow up. &.6: ants, while human beings have very
little: instinct and most of thei actions are learnt. For instance,
human beings have the instinct in them t0 suck their mother’s breast.
[ backward societies. their culture is simple and do not require
lengthy training. Examples include How to-climb palm trees, farm,
o fish which parents and relations teach them, HOWEVer, as socleties
become complex and require specialized skills the schools take over
the training of the young Ones from parents and relations. In complex
societies, the teachers whodare highly specialized and have certificates
have no-intimate relationship with the students. School serve as
agents of socialization where societal norms. are ransmitted to the
young ones.

There is @ difference beween vocational education and
general education. Vocational education prepares one for his job
while general education has to do with (he overall development of the
individuhl, Havice (1968) noted that

Education is the educing of Whatever potential lies
within the individual. It is by definition, in other
vords, a deliberate. effort 10 further individual
development. Education is ~ liberating and
differentiating, and if it is successfl it makes every
individual different from every other. Training, on
the other hand, tends to process individuals so that
they become more dlike, speaking the same special
language and engaging in the sae kinds of activities
in nearly the same prescribed way. Education and
fraining may g0 on af the same time and interact fo
heir mutual. benefit, but. in general, education
should come first and training Should be postponed
as long as is practicable. This s nol, only because
(raining goes along befter and faster when the person
has been educated bt dlso because: Setlling
prematurely upon d yocation and opening oneself 1o
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the process of the training for it may put seri

obstqcles in the way of further developym}:nt; i:’:::zyu

restrict one’s visions of what might become and cut

;)v;ze o,(f Jrom enlarging experiences,
- Mostimportant, education can help to '
individual who is vanishing into a tangle of orgzizdie:{lo:i;ﬁmsﬁ
group memberships,  Contemplating vast and complex  social
processes, & studepl may ask poignantly, "What can one person do?
Educ'atlon must give him insight into how our system works, and
how it poses th;eats t0 individual freedom; it must somehow de's ite
the over powering social pressures on individuals, give him‘ or Iﬁ:l
him o maintain, a sense of himself Havice (1968). i

Colleges help students to become authorities in their chosen

disciplines. Havice (1968), rightly pointed out that;

Studer_t{s Will find plenty of support in most colleges
for their desire to become an authority in a field of
krwyledge. This by itself is enough to make it
possible for resourceful and determined student to
develop himself in college. Of all the resources that
a college has to offer, the curriculum or the
intellectual fare i the most important for personality
delvelopment‘ It is through his contact with. ideas
With the content of academic learning, that a smdenl:
may deyelop his own "techinology” i.e., the means
for achieving all kinds of practical ends, and his own
culure, 1.e., the system of values, symbols, and ideas
{hat .enables him to find in vicarious living
zmagmative participarion in art and literature and al}
kinds gf creafive  endeavours, the . means  for
expressing his degpest emotional impulses and for
satts@ing his distinctively human needs, to find
meaning, to resolye lnner conflicts, to- express
personleu){. A student may. extend his seif through
becoming identified with disciplined work, loving his
Work as he loves: himself, the way a professor
becomes involved in his. Speciality, and he may
gxpand the world of his affection by lear'nihg 10 love
ideas and arrangements of ideas in the same w
that he loves objects and people, i
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Life outside the classroom consists of engaging in informal
41 organized activities. The informal aspect helps the student in
eveloping interpersonal relationships while the organized- activities
provide opportunities to learn by doing. Colleges also offer special
apportunities for students interested in politics and publications efc.
I\ should be noted that universities have oher functions besides
(eaching, and among these include research and public service.

For any college to worth its.salt, it must find a way of
accessing itself*by the: performance of its former students. If the'
students trained by the college are not living up to expectation, then
the college has no need fo remain i existence. Nevitt (1963)
observed that:

If after four years the college turns out students who

are broad and open 1o the world, have deep

interests, and values that reflect their own criticism

and best thought, who are sharp and flexible in their

thinking and at the same time imaginative, curious,

capable of self- expression, and who now have good

taste and are sensitive and discriminating with

respect to the meaningful aspects of our culture, then

the college is successful as an institution of

learning. .. (such colleges) may be said to have

furthered the development of their Students as toral

personalities.

Types of Educational Problems
There are many types of educational problems as follows:

love and sex on campus: Schooling encourages friendship and
companionship among people of the opposite sex unlike in traditional
societits where boys and girls move separately, The implications
include: Pre - marital pregnancy, abortion, abandonment of babies,
taking dangerous preventive drugs that could later result in
barrenness while some students become wild over Sex, Some Sexy
students even believe that there is a correlation betseen pre-matital
sexual intercourse and successful marriage “or that pre-marital
experimentation is important in order 0 discover whether infending
couples are physically compatible. In the process some make "empty"
promises. The point here is that the time spent on "running" around
for this sex activities can not be utilized in doing any academic work,
Gitls can abstain from sexual intercourse of course, depending on the
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type of relationship they have thap ghe bays without Neryous tension
Or psyXhic frustratior Under this situation or when boys are at the
pitch of arousy] they can offer
satisfied if the girl is a selfish one any way. A boy's wild sex life
will constituge financia) problem to the PATents or guardians singe he
MUSt 80 home to colfugy more mongy by lying about hoy he had ugeq
the money given 1o him Previously. Hayice (1968) rightly obseryeq
that: '

Because he girls Sexuality js i many ways [ess

dramatic gng intense, logs Urgently Tequiring orgasm
and release, gng more affected by the Quality of the

e boy, she is more ahle

Sexuality and Measuring the man's emotions gnd
arousal by their gy very different standards, Just gz
the man needs 1, sk himself whether {f he loves q
8irl, he shoyly abstain frop Pressing her 1o accept
intercourse, fhe il gt equally qsk herself
Whether, f she really I

Vs the boy, whether she is
being fair to him i breaking off intimacy whey he s

at the pitch of arousal which can.only be sitisfioq by
Orgasm,

Drink and Drugs on the Campys
The college student moves ingo the

school away from Parents and guardians, It is then hi responsibility
10 know whe o 80 10 bed, whep (o get up, |
(0 attend classes ang g, assig

hostel or learer to he

eir pocket Money o girls to pe |

|

i Campus. Those who Play. with. their academic work: are

i by trying to deny
{lireatened by it and they look for £5¢ape route or
mlstcnceyof the problem. This takes us to the problems of drugs
00 Cumpus, which i the Jas resort of such careless students, Many

ic antl addictive in nature (Havice, 1968),

P ﬂr;’htatrgca;ﬁtive according to Lerqer (1965) is reserved for
rugs which create a physical dependency.in the user. This means
hat, in order to feel reasonably comforfable and not e'xpercl)ef;}ce
Withdrawal pains, he must have the qrug with some regularity, h _;eln
(lmes a person takes drug for ‘kiks’ or fpr'a momentary ( rill
Once he has become addicted, however, in the sense of be:;g
Physically dependent upon the dmg, he tgkes the drug to esclap:r :
Violent physical and emotiona] anguish which comes as a result o 1o
aving the drug, ¥

 as a Narcotic drug 1
F Alwh:ic?rding to Havice (1968): many. persons. who bec?me
Addicted to alcohol are those who are seeking in escape from rea uy%
As the nervous System, under the influence of inereasing amounig ?d
ilcohol, becomes more and more depressed, the cares of the wor
Mlip away. A person is "hooked® on alcohol when'h‘e ca no .lzng:r
ket aldng without it, which is much the same condition in Whl; the
heroin user finds himself, The dlfferer}cc is that for lhg alcohg ic the
fieed s primarily psychological, while for the heroin addict, th;
Addiction s primarily physical, Manyl studenls: begause of .lack 0
Preparedness take alcohol before entering examination hall in their
OWn words" to get themselves".

b. Marijuang

ording to Hechinger (1966) it is not an addictive drug
becauseg:g doesgnot develop a physical dep'endence upon the drug
50 that it will be difficult to give up, I‘t h?.s slight tolerance Sffec}- ox; }
money. The most insidious effect of marijuana may be the hgbu of
turning out" on reality when reality appears (o offer discomfor, ik
* For details on drug abuse - causes, consequences and soluti\ow
chapter ten, ; ' ,
College Cheating; Cheating is very rampant in our cq
of the fall in standatd of education in recent imes.
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many students even though they are i full time Studies regard
themselves as part-time studens by making their studies secondary
The fifty per cent who had cheated according to Havice (1968)
consisted of students who admited having:

Copied from another student during exam,
Plagiarized {rom published materials on paper,
Used crib notes during an exam, or

Turned in a paper done entirely or in part by another
- student,

Many- students waste their time doing something tha is
useless (0 them as students, In the process, their academic work,
suffers and definitely at the end of every semester there must he
examination in addition to the given assignments and may be other
tests. For some students when they are not prepared the exaninarion
time-table will create tension in their minds and they will hurridly
start preparing for the examination i a wrong way - chedting.
Bowers (1964) rightly pointed out that:

The data.... indicate that both fime Spent on studies

and effectiveness of study independently affect the

likelihood of cheating, Thus, whatever the number of
hours:they study, students who keep up to date on
their course work are less prone to cheating than
<. those who fall behind. And, at the same- time,

Students who spend a great deal of time on their

studies are less prone to cheating even when they

have not mastered their work ... The greates

concentration of cheating is to be found anong thos e

Who take their role as student most lightly, those vih

Stiudy neither long nor efficiently,

Lack of Necessary Facilities:

how ill-equipped an institution is
the conduct of research, Apart from shortage of books aceording to-
Newswatch (1992), '
ASUU's log of demands painted a lurid picture of
shortages of orher teaching aids and infrastrcre
that make for conducive University: amosphere I

Library is most central to (he -
university system. It is easily the best guage of how well-equipped or

(o impart knowledge and . litase

il
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decried the intolerable congestion anq shorrage;i of
such facilities as lecture theatres, library rea g
roonis, laboratories, studem. Imslels,.s.u'z’[jr housing
and office space and recreangnal f({cdmes for ;m);
and students.... Equally warrisome s the deart ”(:e
teaching and research faalmgs in- some ‘:{ds !

Universities. These range from fnadequaze fu : lso
lack of office stationery, chemfcals ‘ forl practica e
With: this situation in our fertiary. instiiutions. on

wonders what will become the fate of their studzx{s
when they graduate. or what is. the: worth- of their

certificates?

¢ Action by Lecturers: Fux}ding, .academlc freeiﬁe:i\i(cl
Jlversty autonomy are also of primary importance to e
Wnion of Universities (ASUU) in addition to ,nmprov e
jieture. The problem is that whenever ASQU.ls .onl stri lfn i
ol government prefers banning ASUU i if that lsne:cr)n ded
11 I always been the belief of ASUU zltlat it can not be stampe

" ion by the government. at

| wx%l‘}lg :rcliploysythe sgrvices of radical humap nghtsn(xin :l;:
ity 1o solicit support while the strike lasts. Thelr dema : 1:'5 :
{o public in the newspapers, radios and televisions e(c. elmal
pomaifated by the fact that the Federal govermnt mgke s;gt‘ljnb =
eits why they should take drastic action against .hile
 Mrtkes ast more than a semester. The point here i that k
1 on strike students can not do any serious academ:]cd work.
it the strike can even alter the academic calendar and many
gulfer for this reason.

"/ aching Staff: The exodus of academic staff from the
fiutions has. besn blamed. on poor salary stru;t:;e.
ol edching staf in some tertiary fnstitutions has reached a
fhey now depend on others for the training of some
{students. The University of Jos (UNIOS) according to
(h Ill):s attracted some of the best lecurers from
o unlversitles in the past four yedrs, no{ only
Mo i1 lecturers to teach in other universities hit
s exodus of lecturers but had had (o camplete

h

k v‘i.',

Il
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the training of medical students from at least two
universities in the northern part of the country.

" In Ahmadu Bellow University, the situation
was $0 bad that some courses had to be dropped
entirely. Statistics and computer science have been
abandoned while students  offering - Statistical
inference are now forced to offer abstract algebra in
its place. The deparment of Economics in the
University appear to be the worst hit. Between 1988
and 1992 the department has lost one professor and
11 senior lecturers to the private .sector and
government - organizations, Only five permanent

™ lecturers and eight part-time lecturers are left to
teach Economics.

JAMB: After 21 years, the board has not lived up to expectation,
People have clamoured that the board be scrapped because it is
responsible for the chaotic entry system into Nigerian universities.
According to Newswatch (1992):

The system under JAMB has become very chaotic,

sometimes admission letters do not get to candidates

~until January... If a candidate applies to Unilag as

his first choice o Yead Physics and he fails to get

admission. there, and his second choice is Ife, if

Unilag fails to"achmit him he stands no chance of

getting into Ife, because Ife will merely consider

those that chose it as their first choice.

Selection by JAMB is not always based on merit because
most admissions on the supplémentary list are often based on criteria

" that has no rational basis. The board purposely draws a cut off mark

against brillant candidates and use some none rational basis to select
candidates with lower scores. The board claims that the criteria for
selection are varied including merit, quota, locality of institution,
educationally less developed states and discretion. All these criteria
narrow down the chances of brillant candidates.

Secret Cults Make Life Insecure on Campuses: Cult members have
been making life difficult on campuses in recent times. This is
because & threat from a cult member 1s like a death sentence, Cult

2
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amon feature in the universities living many people

lygsh is now a con '
:l::lll‘ |;rn(t;adly wounded. Newswatch of March 26, 1994, rightly

jinted out that: _ : o
) Not many Nigerians o0k interest in the incident,

perhaps  because such cult wars have hecome

' ' ing ( ¢
common in institutions of higher learntng across th

country. Three days after the cult war in UNIJOS, @

cult War erupted at the University of Lagos, Lagos,

February 25. Members of two rival cults in the

campus, the Black Axe and the Mafia, glashed ot rhg
New Hall complex. AS usial, axes, Knives, matchers

and cudgels were used during the fighting.

od robbery, the
ding to Newswatch, apart from armed robbery,
ey volved in other Cases of petty stealing, like

cultists are also in {1y basis.
hurglary. Rooms and offices are burgled almost 0f1 da:{crs .
|nvestigation conducted at the university reyeal-(hal comp

hile electrical fittings have also
of offices have been stolen Wh ingh 1%
ll:l:::xb 3;ndalised in 2 number of buildings at the University of Port
llarcour;‘ 1989, Decree 49, was promulgated making it an offenc'c
yone 10 be'long to a campus cult, Ithas & jail term of five ye}aas
fOrr ;nS{) 000,00 fine, Despite, these measures fromrthhe goven[\m:ll:;.
O dents sill derive oy in e bers of the secret CUlts.
rudents still derive joy in being memoet ;
m i:iversilies Have expelled students for being membcris of §ecrf(t)
‘ullsyincluding ABU which expelled three sudents for belonging

campus cults in February, 19%.

: ' |
Non Functional Education Mostly at Pnenéao;]amll ézfltir:gagnizlru:ﬁe
' fven i loyed schoo i

els: This has given rise (0 unemployed S EE o

fﬁl?onal education they learnt the vo;auogs of {tlhe:)rn ;::;;rl\;sg 22:
issi ' ed mostly

‘ons. The missionary education was bas
Eli:?rl;reting the Bible. After independepce. here was nee;df t; lf::?(%ﬁ
(he curriculum at Jeast (0 make the pupils and students self-

leaving school, If they had received functiondl education they would

have been able to stay on their own where lpere is o em.ployment.
Onokerhbraye and Okafor (1994) rightly pointed out that:

the educational system and the curn‘cu!w{z 'have not
J to reflect the realikies of our

en functional enowg the of ol
ls)leagef-of development and or priority especially in
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terms of rural development in general and
agriculture in particular, Certainly, the curricula
have not served to prepare young people from rural
areas for taking up a job other than a white-collar
one, and there are simply not enough of these to go
round. In our rural school, the instruction given is
typically alien to the environment, and as such, does
not prepare school leavers for working in rural
Sector; on the contrary, it leads these young-sters to
ignore farming as an occupation, and look for jobs
elsewhere, oile

Causes of Students Uﬁrest on the Campus
At lease four types of unrest can be identified:

Civil Rights Activities: Many students are interested in human rights
activities. They always say no to oppression no matter the weight of
the oppression. When Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni men
were executed on the 10th of November, 1995 after a stage
managed” trial by the federal government, their offence was fighting
for the rights of the minority group - Ogoni people. Many students
reacted to this inhuman Killing by rioting. They still remember Ken
Saro - Wiwa and his colleagues as symbols of hinority rights.
When MKO Abiola was arrested on June 23, 1994 that is 12

days after declaring himself President based on his June 12, 1993
mandate, many students did not take kindly to this arrest and they
used demonstrations, riots etc. (o express their feelings. Tell
Magazine of July, 1998, qoutes Sowore students’ leader at the burial
of MKO Abiola:
We want to be able 10 send messages to his killers
today the people who killed this wife and the people
who ruined his businesses and those' people who
ruined our future. If the military do not hands off this
matter, I'm telling you, today is going o be today.
When it is 30 minutes, we are going to make sire we
render Lagos uncomfortable. Kola Abiola and his
brothers and sisters have failed us. Kola Abiola and

ather's wives have failed us. Kola tried to bury

ola i the might, we frustrated him... Now he
1 10t llawing this man 1o be given the necessary

l 9
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' } the military
burial he deserves. We are going o fight the mi tan
and Kola Abiola to a standstill today. Why didn’t
they hand over to him in 1993. If they loved hlr{t.
why did they detain him for four years only fo kill
him, a day before his release...

If Kola Abiola has refused to bury his biological
father, we, his political children will not collaborate

with hiim not to bury the man.

Renewed Interestin Political Affairs: Man'ls a pp!ltxcal an_mlalr;i:r;d
40 it is natural for students to have i(ltgrgst in political affalrst. nio¥\
students are potential partisan politicians and the studen tul:ie t
politics provide them the chance fo try t!wmselvefs. Man).! § i
also belong to some of the registered pgmes. The 1mphcagon luses
whatever happens at the political arena 1S rgﬂected on the edam;:‘ ou'r
The political instability in the country. 1$ fully reflected 0 !
campué&c. The students are some-how action groups.

Fducational Reform: Many students rfaglly want some edumc;rn:l
reforms, Many students demand amenities of aocepta}ble st 5 an; '
acceptable accommodation arrangements.and z_adequatg time top: {)a o
for examinations. However, at times, un_tverslt){ admm‘stratoar:dc
that these demands of the students are impossible to meek ; mac):
even close the university down in fear that lhf: studeqts mig ‘t) lr::s
o their non challant atitude  towards their genuine problems.
2), observed that:
Newswa;fri;t(els??iz the other institutions arose from shortage
of academic staff, inadequate :eachmg and resgqrch
facilities, shortage of accommodaaon., (eltgxfaus
differences and disagreement over examination fimé

table.

At times, students ask for the removal of some ofhthe
principal officers of their Univer.sitm whom, they f;el ! a\:
persistently not been interested in their welfare or who give o;a i:ed
to their problems. For instance, at ABU the students oanl(lzg nsst :
hat their then Vice-Chancellor Professqr Ango Abudul ::d mu tegst
as a condition for peace in the Universl'ty. After prolong hlp“\)w g
the Pederal government had no other option lhaq to replace him

another more "humane” person: : it
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k. i1 | to popular belief,
' ding to DeRopp (1957), contrary o popular beil

Mwl:wll.'s a}x:::rressﬁn rather than a stimulant. I{ gives the t?p;eers::;l;
mze'o la stimulant because of its selective action upcl)x} u:e e
Ofutcrl:gThc first part of the brain affected by alco!\o't;;e b
:Ize cerébral cottex which acts 1o retra.m our moree E:mmyubecome o

is g impression of stimulation since e m. )
Ilhol;uilnvtesa:lge;ha[:mihg. Rather than being stimulated, we are only
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Social” Restriction Upon Their Individual Behaviour;
educators believe that they should hold brief for parents while
students are at school with regard (o the private lives of students
This has formed the bagis of may campus eruptions even though the
educators” wish is backed up by the law, Havice (1968), noted that:
0 nits edltorial response fo the charge by one of the

Many

students demonstrateq be

Amina Hostel - a female hal, Iy Many universities, even though

some schools ‘between the
ys and 12 - 6 p.m, on weekends and
public holidays, a'good number of people disregard this rule and g0

: ale hostels. Attempt by hall officials
S lead to confrontationa| drgument,

there are stipulated visiting hours - in
hours of 4 « 6 pm on week da

as far as slecping in male of fem
(0 correct this misconduct alwa

include the following:

respect and regard for other peo
conflict with the re

According to Havice (1968),
INtErCourse is a means of Susta
of love, and there are some fo
integrity) harmful and disadvantageous,

deans of Harvard college that a "growing humber of
Students " were taking dormitory visiting privileges as
 license to use the college rooms for wild parties or
Sexual-intercourse, the crimson, Harvard’s under-
§raduate newspaper, held thar sexual freedom is
analogous to freedom of religion and speech, i.e, a
matter ‘of individuality or private: standards, of
conduct. The newspaper was affirming the individual
s the ultimate measure of moral life. Curfew, off-
campus - excursions,  beer drinking, and' other
practices have been at the vortey of a swirling sea of
controversy regarding the rights of college studenss,

Some tinnes ago there was similar problem at ABU when

Consequences of Educational Problems
o "There are some conse

cause male visitors were not allowed into

quences of educational problems which

Love and Sex:  Sexual Intercourse when practised Without due
ple brings the students involved into
Bulations inseparable. from’ any  intiution,
there are some for whom pre-marital
ining and strengthening a relationship
I Whom it is (even if undertaken with

' ’ f slowing down, 4
inhibited, in fact, we ate in the process 0 '
k. Thﬂﬁ:te;,n lln«*.é(i"to uncoNseiousness anq in fare casz :e;?r'ellyf
Iu:):ra(r)rcl(:i to extreme, Alcoholis a protoplastic poison Vi
depressant effect on the hum{anvnervws system.

' inati ice
Cheating: Students Who are found guily of exammml:a T:t?:?thc
are either suspended or expelled &epe;g‘mrfc tzxr\'s e ffi o
ce, The practice fmstfatw g .
‘l:fxfg?vledge. Havice (1968) rightly p;;l::‘;o:r (;;t &(l;:w i
ating  creafes, @ parnc '
S‘rl:a:iog for honest Students, since it deprives :hg:
of an atmosphere in which honesty alone pays off. :
the extent thai cheating prevails and goes undelec;le i'r
students will recelvecredit for work that s not rleed
own and. rewards fo. which they are not enmh !
When good grades g0 to-Studenis Who chea
successfillyas well s those who work iligenty on
ther Studies, the grading system lossesits meaning.
jonal Problems
Solution';}::rfd ::aﬁnn;! solutions o our educational problems as

follows:

thaps advice the students involved is

T xzeﬁﬁsg t::dbenf)tt v:: ;f:y with their studies. Theg m:::
Sa:: suoii:l life secondary if they must enjoy lifé on campus. BOW
o rgh:lyd;p:)‘:ntsehdo;ulmtﬁt.mm who value the social

asl;ects of college life are more apt o c::ic:: rz«rzlnd

those who emphasize intellectual inere g

activities, even when we lake rh‘etr u:_cm i

it ac;ou‘nt.o,l" r;s::rlr;ggz(.”stmafm are

place primary emphasis {




“ampus. But they my
and must not make impossible demands,

Edvcational Problem

R/

Mnore committed 1y ghe academic fify gpg more
Sensitive (o the nopps of academi integrity that
Sovern it. However, schools authorities should resort

10 suspension o Cxpulsion as q Jast Option. At leqst
it will serve gs g deterrent o othey :

it
I Sucial Problems

' n
fiment, Tt should not be a question of two or even one snu(ll: j
Iing f<;r more than 10,000 students whether to riot or not,
ookt L asa last option,
| t leaders in their parliamen
2 bl hould not attract the
: ' be peaceful and shou .

Ir demonstration should . ould not b
lblul:lccof their University. Whatever is damaged while ru;m:g tmll
D8 pid for 100 times because students pay what peaple clai y
fiave damaged.

‘.MMB: The board should be more rationa] in h‘".‘d“l;g. adm;nogz

- Decause many of their criteria are senumenw‘l. ’urnsr”cbm“am

Lonstrued as nothing but calculat.e.d altempt to de;lmyfa mwm ’

AMiidents admission into univers.mes and Poly'tec inics,

November 30, 1992, rightly pomu;d out that; M o
... the criteria for selection are varied. oI .H’O“he
quota which accounts for 40 percent, you haye olca |c 3 .
institation, you have the educ‘anonal.ly Igfs eve f)pm {
criteria then you have discretion which is 10 percent,

the police,

[ 1989, Decree 47, was promulgated making it an offepoe
for anyone o belong to 5 Campus cult by despite the fiye years jail
term or N50,000 fine many students i) belong to seore; cults
reasoning (hat they dre highly “connecteq O from rich famjjjeg
Like the University of Lagos cult wa Where one of the Student
Arrested by the studenyg g A Suspect s the son of 4 Professor on ghe

in disciplining deyiayt students, Havieg (
that;

Stronger formal control will in typy, stimilate ang .
reinforce Jeelings of disapproval among. studenss
Becoming aware that cases re being discovered and

observing that Severe punishments are imposed yjjy
Strengthen commipmeny 10 the

Wil Social yiges of cultism ang eXamination
Malpractices, APpropriate decree should be enacted

Which must Prescribe far reaching punifiye Measures
Jor offenders ik, the previous ope,
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Chapter Four f politcal instability, In fact many-Affican countries are having the

e problem. One of Africa's longest and bloodiest co;ﬂif\l:g-ozgz

i in Angola between the
IWenty-five year long civil ar in Ang lia Congress USC
Make me a grave whereyer You will,in @ lowly plain or lofiy ::f"mmf';?zg:g :c})rg;giib;:)sn?:l::e\\lr:lx:ltiﬂesg:t])aerllan rel%els did to
hill: Make it among earth’s humbl : in g UM 50 lled in 1990, In Bosnia,
land where men Z:egslzvres. Sl"f:rﬁfsebs,‘;lfr:afﬁggetm ; Siunuel Doe, before he was captured and killeg in

1996) pointed out that:
- CARE (CARI‘):':O program now extends into schools Where

teachers are trained fo identify and dea{ with :rauma.l
Specialised counsellors also help children to de;:
with anger, hatred and fear of the enemy, in the
hope that they will not imitate the cycles of violence
they have grown up with.

Political Tnstability

The most elementary signpost of a free people is that they
have the right to choose their rulers, 1t s for (this) right that Zik and

his compatriots fought and many of them died as noted by el
Magazine of December 2, 1996,
Lk and his generation fought to free Nigeria from
Britsh tyranny only to allow us 10 Joge that freedom
10 home-grown fyranny. Many Nigerians of the older
generation would even swear fhat life was better
under the British than under Nigerian military
dictatorship. Certainly, there vere g political
refugees then, no Decree 2 OUsting the jurisdiction of

There are many other examples in Africa:

tical Instabili joerian Experience
Political Instability - The ngenan” :
For administrative convedience Northern and Southern

the courts, no kangaron courts or secret military
tribunal and Zik never steps for one day in jail for
criticising the colonial government, At leasi, the
older generations would lament that the British were

civilised people who operated according to civilised
standards,

Nigeria became amalgamated in 1914, The Federation of nge;;?.
according to Madiebo (1980), "as it ex1§ts todgy. l}as never] rca myj
been a homogeneous country, for its w1d§ly :hffermg.[l)elop c;sonial
tribes ate yet to find any bases for true unity.” The Brmg | ¢0 e
masters introduced divide and rule system (0 prevent unity ag{h y
(hem, This disunity still persists up til foday. The grow

ionali it emergence of political parties attest
| Nathna:lSl:lbaen;&:: :llll:;e:ﬁe basedgon tribal rather than national
Inits 38 years of nationhood, Nigeri has undertaken sverd f "“s[ f
transition programmes s we shall see in this chapter, yet the journey § P
continues pending the hand over of authority to the elected Presideny §

in the name of General Olusegun Obasanjo on May 29th, 1999,
Contemporary Africa dccording to Ugw (1997):

The historical development of political nstability in Nigerta

15 passing through an era in s political developmens
*an era marked by the dominance of its body politics
by the military, In Nigeria and some other African
States, the military has dominated and controlled the
political scene more than the ciyifian politicians. In

the 36 years of Nigeria's political independence, he
military has ruled for 26 years,

Nigeria is not the only country in Africa having the problem

ir Abubakar Tafawa Baleva o
i Abum 1962 {=ederal Prime Minister of Nigeria, Sir Abubakar

appointed Dr. Majekodumni the Sole Administrator of }V;;(I:Zr;
Nigeria. And declared state of emergency and the Fed;raf e
moved into Western Nigeria to enforce the emergency, Befor ved
time, Chief Akintola, the Premier of Wgs}ern Nigeria was F;mgh.cf
by the Action Group for Anti-party activities and replaced wit bul '
Adegbenro, Trouble also erupted in the Western Hqgse of‘Afs.cm iﬁ
on 29th May, 1962. By 1965 because of the political situation
Nioe

i ' By Januiry
hen there were rumour Of an INPEHAHIE COULL LY 1 [y
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1966, the mi Igeria wen | .
.L' of the militar;fary Coup took place and Nigeria went into the hands i i o

settling any difference within the country,

The repealing of all decrees which tended to over
ceniralise power at the expense of ‘Regional
Autonorny. This would be followed by the enactment

Aguiyi Ironsi
Northern Nigerian leaders

e T met and forwr ~
certain conditions which g be m ded to [rongsj

N Bl for them to remain 4 of E of a decree before the 215t of January, 1967 to
Nigeria. Chief among them according to Madiebo (1980), weﬁ? r restore the Regions to their political position prior to
() That Dectes NO, %4 by g |

January 15, 1966,

folowed by a retur 19 the re-Jaiuary b
0 f e Regions. PIEAMArY coup st However, Gowon who took over after the killing of former
() ﬂual.those Who took part i the Tanuary 1966 coup Qe At Lo e
3 b trie ang SEVErEly punihed, I e D NO,§ wih e b e
(3) ;; 30 [;nvesugation be conducted into (he May, -‘df B e
10(8, "

At and publshed what e liked as the outcome of the Abui
orence, The Eastern Nigerian Government under Ojukwu made
ber of edicts (o protect itself from economic collapse which
018 Glowon who then imposed economie sanctions onthe Eastenn
won,
- With this and other developments Ojukwu convened 2
% i of elders and chiefs at Enugu on the 26th of May 1967 to
0k el opinions on this ugly situation. The following day being
Ml May 1967, the chiefs and elders authorized him 1o declare
f 11 Nigeria Sovereign state of Biafra soonest, Consequently, on
J0th day of May 1967 the Head of State declared Eastern Nigeria
i lidependent and sovereign state of Biafria and the war lasted for
sl three long years ending in 1970, Gowon's government was
fillitown on July 27, 1975, after nine years by Major General
flla Mohammed.

On July 29, 1966, there Was a counter - revolutiop
However, before the counter coup by May 1966'
there wag mags killing mostly diregteq (OWards the
peaple of the East ang ghat Was the main reagon o

Northern elders insisted that the activiti
. ities of
riots should not be Investigated. i

Yakubu Gowop

Ojukw a5 the Governor of the Eastern Region tried in v

10-safeguard the [ives and property of the i
fe ' people of the E
ressing that all soldiers sholg TEUIN (0 (hejr !gegion of oriagsitn l:lyl

accordance with gn agreement reached b
' ' tween Gowon
Regional governors i August but Gowon ignored this ple b
On the 401 of auary 1967 e '

Progress and unity according (o Madieho (1980);

¢ mmediate resumption of Aq Hoc Committeg fo
Work out a constitutiona] future for Nigeria,

() The PaYment of salaries untj) (e 31st of March,

Mittala Mohammed(Obasanjo

‘ - Mohammed gave Ociober |, 1979, as the date of handover
{0t civilian presiden He inmeiatly Sared the i
pugtmme, He however, unilaterally adopted the presidential System
"\ jovernment and called Wpon his 50-man constitution drafting
aimmitee to provide the guide lines by implication any way.
However, before they tvoulg complete their task, Murtala was
Assassinated in & coup led by Colonel Buka Dimmka,

~ The coup did not succeed so Obasanjo the second-in-
ommand took over the mantle of leadership and pledged to continue

Where his predecessor stopped and that the October 1. 1979, will be ‘

W

() The Selting up, in the meantime, of & commiigeg 1o
look into the problem of rehabilitation of displaced
persons and the recovery of their propertis,
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a reality and of course he maintained what he said. On October 1,
1979, he voluntarily relinquished power to Shehu Shagari who won
the 1979 Presidential Election.

Shehu Shagari
He ruled from October 1. 1997, to December, 1983, when

Mohammadu Buhari took over in a brutal military action. During
Shagari's administration ethnic politics in Nigeria was at its peak.
The spread of the five registered political parties then attest (o this
fact, The NPN for the Northerners, The NPP for the Igbos Middle
belt, the UPN for the Yorubas.

There was unhealthy competition among politicians, For
instance, in the then Anambra State where the then Vice-President
Chief Dr, Alex Ekwueme comes from, The Vice President and Mr
Jim Nwobodo the then governor always disagreed because (hey
belonged to different political parties to the extent that the people of
the state were deprived of some genuine projects because of his
power tussle. There were cases like this in many other states.

The 1983 presidential election was no election but imposition
of candidates on the masses of this country in the name of power of
incumbency. Many NPN stalwarts openly boasted that whether you
vote for them or not they must win simply because they were in
power. The way and manner the 1983 presidential and other elections
were conducted provoked many Nigerians both the military and the
avilians. Nigerians went into the streets jubilating for the collapse of
the government.

Mohammadu Buhari/Tunde Idiagbon

Both seized power in December 1983 and ruled (ll 1985
when Ibrahim Babangida ousted their administration. They believed

that they took the mandate (o bring some sanity into the polity.

However, whether they kept their promise is left for history and the

people (o judge. Idiagbon made it clear that he may not have pleased

everybody but that he has satisfied his conscience. They introduced -

War Against Indiscipline (WAI).

Ibranim Babangida

He ruled from 1985-1993 that is for eight long years. The

Babangida's Transition Programime according to Okanya (1997):
gravitated - exceedingly  from  the  awthoritarian

mparary Soctal Prablems E1}

trappings of the military. After embarking on a self-
imposed transition, the regime resorted o certain
policies and decisions. Such decisions include the
blanket banning of old politicians, manipulations of
the constitution - making process, establishment of
two political parties and their manifestos. The
transition programme was to end in 1990 but the
date was shifted from 1990 to 1992 and' froni
January 2 to27 August 1993,

Some of the variables responsible for this changes
according to Ugwu (1997) includes:

(a) the creation of states and local government councils
in 1987 and 1991

(b)  the dissolution of 13 political associations that sought
for registration from the National Electoral
Commission in 1989;

() the cancellation of the staggered presidential
primaries conducted to select flag-bearers for the two
political parties in August, 1992 etc.

 Presidential election that was conducted on June 12 1993
i Lute Chief MKO Abiola won was annulled for no just cause.
d of giving him his mandate he was detained for over 4 years
urse still, he died in detention. However, because of the
g opposition” for General Babangida’s  contiuance in
iient both within and outside Nigeria, he hurridly handed over
erim National Government (ING) headed by Chief Ernest
il And “stepped aside.”

lonekan's Adhoc Administration
e the administration was a child of circunistance, it
| 10 establish legitimacy. The Interim National Government
el by Ernest Shonekan according to Oji (1997). suffered
[ government with neither legitimacy nor military power.
fellowship and no antecedent in the history of Nigerian
I Was neither a military government emerging by coup
i democratically elected government ushered in through a
L process or a repalar democratic process. On November 17,
( fded over the reins of governance to a military: group
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headed by General Sani Abacha, presumably because of the peculiar
circumstances of the Nigeria polity at that time, and ostensibly,
because it could not handle the state of emergency situation in the
country which they felt, needed military solution,

Sani Abacha
Sani Abacha "stepped” in following the resignation of Chief
Ernest Shonekan as the Chairman of the Interim National
Government (ING) on November 17, 1993. Although his government
like that of Shonekan lackéd legitimacy, he insisted that the idea of
June 12 was gone despite its implications for the Nigerian Nation -
According to Okanya (1997):
A was the case under Babangida, the Abacha transition
projects is contending with accusations of:
() favouritism in registration of political paries;
(b)  arbitrary disqualification of candidates;
(¢) alterations and changes in transition time table;
(d)  Alterations in the draft constitution
(¢) the use of courts as final arbiters in issues of
democratic elections.
Abacha's transition programmes was a calculated attempt (0

deceive the masses, It was nothing but a contraption designed to-
transmute and perpetvate himself in office. The Source Magazine of

26th October, 1999, rightly pointed out that:
The pervading influence of the government s security
apparatus swelled as politicians courted them more
than they did electoral officials. By the time the Self-
succession plan unfolded fully, the chairman of the
body, Chief Dagogo Jack, was reportedly voting for
the adoption of General Abacha as a consensus
candidate.
And that was what happened subsequently.
The five registered political parties; in an
unprecedented move, adopted the late General
Abacha as their sole candidate for the election, One
0f the parties; the Grassroots Demacratic Movement
(GDM), wiuc i postured an independent atitude was
at the last minute goaded into the consensus agenda.
That programme and the se'f-transformation project
died on June 8 with General Abacha.

4l

ieral Abdulsalami Abubakar - June 8 1998 - May 23 1999
11 Months)

Abubakar was appointed to take over the mantle of leadership

ot the June 8 divine interventiort on Sani Abacha. He drew a 11 -
ot transition programme that would usher'in ‘true’ democracy by
iy 29, 1999, As Udaba and Orji (1997), pointed out;

He rejected calls for a wnity government and sovereign
national conference, saying he would not "replace one
undemocratic structure with another." He also scrapped the
then five political parties, the (ransition- agencies and
cancelled previous elections held under Sani Abacha,

He embarked on “picce - meal" release of political detainees,

l appealed to Nigerians on self-exile abroad to come home and
)i rebuilding a new Nigeria: Instead of a boyeott of his transition

mme,  Abubakar received - support from  international

pnunity, the political class, the Nigerian peaple and members of
ot pro-democracy groups including Nadeco. y

He hinged his programmes on the four cardinal ssues of
\cy, human rights, openness in governance and privatisation,
g1, the administration has begn accused in some quarters of

iy looting and misappropriation of funds.

o any case, the government denied looting - and

uptopriation of public funds  but admitted that it has made

istakes and had done its best to correct them.

 Gleneral Abubakar in his farewell dinner hosted in honour of ¢
gbers of Provisional Ruling Council (PRC) and the Federal
ve Council (FEC) according to The Guardian of May 28
Jsed all members of the government for their dedication to
politing out "we have worked hard to heal the wounds of our
i reconcile them." ‘

10 critics, the head of state said that Nigerians should

jally by one administration.

s handed over the leadership baton to the eiested president
aple General Olusegun Obasanjo on May 29, 1999, amidst
i of improper privatisation, award of contracis and
s made mostly at the “eve" of departure, On May 7,
Wording to Newswateh June 7, 1999:

Abubakar's office. directed Ismailo- Usman, - the
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Finance Minister 1o release an extra-budgetary sum
of N62 billion for "urgent" projects which were to
be handled before the May 29 handover date. Most
of the projects are suspected to be conduit pipes for
looting of the natienal treasury by some officials of
government, It was also widely reported that some
top military officers have shared the nation's juicy ofl
blocks among theniselves. Besides, Nigerians external
reserves which stood at $7.1 billion in December
1998 came down to $4.3 in March 1999, There are
serious fears that Obasanjo may have inherited an
empiy (reasury,

Even when Abubakar's administration began (o expose the
fraudulent deeds of the Abacha era, everyone thought he was going
10 carry out a probe. He backed out quietly,

- However, history has a place for him for successfully
carrying out his transition programme and voluntarily relinquishing
power to an-elected president of the people. Though Obasanjo
himself did the same in 1979,

President Olusegun Obasanjo May 29, 1999

The change of leadership haton between General Abdulsalami

Abubakar and General Olusegun Obasanjo is the final build-up to the
military's transfer of power to democratically elected politicians. This

has presented Nigeria with the opportunity for a new beginning after

many years of military misrule.

This is likely to provide an opportunity to heal the wounds
of the past and to give Nigerians a sense of belonging. Chief Emeka:
Anyaoku, himself a Nigerian, urged compatriots 1o use the new
uppartunity as a platform to secure their fundamental freedoms and

huild a strong, stable democratic future for the-country,

General Abubakar noted that some of the problems to be
ficed by the new government would be those of the down-stream and
up-Stream in the oil sector, the upheaval in the Niger Delta area, the

economy and the educational setor, umong others,

General Olusegun Obasinio the new president of Nigeria
acknowledged the pervasive high expecttions of w new lease of life
add lus sdnivistration could not
S op ey 271999, noted th

lor Nigeria, expectating vl o
allord 1o trustegte 100
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wding to him, there is so much excitement in the air fuelled by
' (hat the incoming administration will usher in an era of peace
plenty.
i In particular, Nigerians are eagerly looking forward to a

cratic government for needed change. "This is justifiable hope

We, in whom the good people of this great nation have reposed

ii (rust by their votes, are determined not to disappoint their

Llutions".

~ President Olusegun Obasanjo went swiftly to work on
iy according to The Post Express of 2 June, 1999, suspending,

Immediate effect, all contracts and appointments made by
bl Abdulsalami Abubakar's government between January 1 and
24, 1999. Other actions by the previous government which have
aiinulled are licences, awards and various other approvals. Only
ancerning the judiciary are exempted. A panel has been set up
il by Dr. Christopher Kolade Managing Director Cadbury PLC,
lle this. The panel will review the affected contracts, licences,

ju¢ In the light of the current economic and political realities.
President Olusegun Obasanjo has vowed to fight corruption
tn which of course is part of restructuring the social
However, his efforts will depend mostly on the calibre and
0l his ministers and other functionaries this will determing
f1ess or otherwise of his campaign against corruption,
jieral Ibrahim Babangida according to Newswatch of June
1o ruled the nation between 1985 and 1993 is yet to give
1y account of the Gulf War oil revenue of $12.2 billion
1% Many people believe that his administration
e corruption in- Nigeria through its inglorious
| wyndrome. The Newswatch noted that:
¥ people believe that Obasanjo would not have

) of his presidential election campaign, But
Wo's associates told Newswatch last week to
il see" Anything short of probing the past
v nacceptable. If he camnot  probe
Wk ida, then he should forget the (ssue of fighting
SO 1y either that he aetially wents to tatkly
S or he onty wanes to @ive the impressii

I, approvals and appointments to determine their propriety and






