We Have Come (Cont’d)
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Lord Have Mercy (Kyrie)
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Glory Be To God(Cont'd)
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Glory Be To God (Cont’d)
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About the Author

Dr. Joe Onyekwelu was born on December 19, 1948 in
Nimo, Njikoka Local Government Area of Anambra State,
Nigeria. He had his primary school education at St.
Bonaventure's School, Nimo and his post primary education
at Holy Cross High School, Umuawulu-Mbankwu from
1962-1966. :

In 1974, he gained admission to the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka to study Music, graduated in 1978 and was posted to
Kaduna for Youth Service where he led the Nigerian Airforce Band and also
established music studies in the Air Force Primary School, Kaduna. His
Sunday obligation as a strong Catholic took him to St. Joseph's Cathedral,
Kaduna where he stood a formidable choir to the excitement of the Bishop
who wanted Joe to stay back after youth service promising to use his position
to secure a very good job for him, but Joe had decided to work in the East
despite all attractions outside.

He returned to Enugu in September, 1979 and was immediately offered
employment by N.T.A., Enugu as a music producer, a position he held until
1996 when he joined the University of Nigeria as a Senior Music Tutor. In his
new academic environment, he decided to further his studies, got his masters
degree in 2002 and Ph.D (ethnomusicology) in the year 2011.

When Joe returned to Enugu in 1979, he joined the Holy Ghost Cathedral
Choir which he directed from 1980 1985. Later, he was employed as Music
Director by Sacred Heart Parish, Uwani-Enugu where he directed the choir
from 1985-95. Till date, Joe is the Music Director of St. Mary's Catholic
Church, Uwani, Enugu.

His exposure and challenges in the profession gave him wide experience in
the world of creative and performing arts. Joe has many liturgical
compositions to his credit as well as musical productions. He is well known as
composer, conductor, performer of many musical instruments and teacher.
His television name “Bolaji” as an actor is a household name which tends to
overshadow his real name. This publication is a product of long term
experience in music research, composition and performance.




