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' PREFACE | ’

Ausic, as an essential and constitutive aspect of arts, is a subject in which human creativity and ingenuity find a
reater expression. Itis also a veritable means of transmission and expression of cultural values, beliefs and"
aried ideologies of people from one epoch to another. ' i

\fter going through this entire compilation from Mr. Joe Onyekwelu (Bolaji), I quickly tagged it “an inspired work”.
Aost of the hymns we enjoy today as contained in this compilaion were inspired from life situations of the com-
oser. As the last and only surviving son of his aged parents who died without seeing any grand son, Mr Joe
Inyekwelu married very early in life hoping to fulfil the desires of his late parents.

1 his first composition titied “Bata Nime M” written in 1981, he asked God to come into him and give him joy —that
Oy is @ male child. God however, gave him a female whom heiamed Ngozika. In 1984 -aftethis second issue, a
2male, was born he composed “Chukwu Dubem and asked God in this music to lead and direct him until the
2alization of his dreams. In 1984 after the third daughter Nneoma was born, out of desperation he put this ques-
on to God in music and said, “Inatago Ozi Anyi” Meaning “God, have you received our message”.

11986, God finally blessed him with a male child and he irresistibly named the child “Chukwu Dubem” — the title
f his famous and third composition. In the morning of that day, while on his way back home from hospital, praises

nd thanks filled up his mouth which later developed into his-another beautiful composition titled Kunie Ka Anyi
ele Dinwenum”. .

his is the story of our composer and his inspired works. Joe's songs have helped, in no small measures, to
nprove and enrich the liturgical celebrations in the Catholic Diocese of Enugu. He has also contributed, to a large
xtent, in the on going efforts towards liturgical enculturation in Nigeria Local Church. | can not but commend this
pe of creativity. Therefore, | recommend this song book to all lovers of good sacred music. It is a spiritual

easure no Choirmaster or Chorister can afford to miss. Like Oliver Twist: continue to ask for more songs like
lis.
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Rev. Fr. Basil Okeke
Music Director
Catholic Diocese of Enugu.




FOREWORD

Divine worship is believed to be a musical act: The Cherubim, the Seraphim and the whole company of heaven
engage in an unending hymn of praise. At the birth of Christ they sang, “glory to God in the highestand on earth
peace to God'’s beloved. Christ and His Apostles sang at the Last Supper. God's people are therefore singing
people — not only urged to praise the Lord on the tumbrel and the harp, with the trumpet and the harp, but to “sing
unto the Lord” and with each new day, event or season, to “sing a new song unto the Lord".

Western musical history tells us that the great Johann Sebastanian Bach wrote music for each Sunday of the
Ecclesiastical Year. Most of this compositions are mountains in the musical landscape, so that Bach rightly earns
the title of “Gods musician” (Never mind his Wedding, Birthday and Peasant Cantatas, his suites and concertos
and quantity of secular works).

In the hymn book Ukwe Ndi Muo — Ozi, Joseph Onyekwelu provides companionship and spiritual upliftment forthe
Christians pilgrim wending his way through the most important seasons of the Ecclesiastical year - Advent,
Christmas, Lent, Easter — and pausing for rites and devotions — and sacraments —communion, matrimony and
devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Corpus Christi and the Blessed Virgin, as well as those services and
moments in which the Christian communes with God “Seven whole days, not one in seven”, year in, year out. The
Catholic Church is clearly still grappling with the needs in hymnology and psalmody triggered off by the momen-
tum of Vatican II. The composer seems to have this Catholic congregation in mind by providing quality composi-
tions suited to them. But the commonalities in Christian worship show that some of the compositions, seasonal
or non-seasonal are ecumenical. So here then is a hymn or anthem book for Christian worships, and a good one
too, with works which are products of talent, art and educated musicianship.

| very much commend it to all and hope that it is the first of several more to come.

Lawrence N. Emeka
Choral Director/Communications Consultant.
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