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Dr. Joe Onyekwelu was born on December 19, 1948 in Nimo,
Njikoka Local Government Area of Anambra State, Nigeria.
He had his primary school education at St. Bonaventure's
School, Nimo and . primary education at Holy Cross
High School, Umuawulu-Mbankwu from 1962-1966.

In 1974, he gained admission to the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka to study Music, graduated in 1978 and was posted to
Kaduna for Youth Sgrvice where he led the Mgerian Airforce
‘Band and also established music studies in the Air Force
Primary School, Kaduna. His Sunday obligation as a strong Catholic took him to,
St. Joseph's Cathedral, Kaduna where he stood a formidable choir to the
excitement of the Bishop who wanted Joe to stay back after youth service
promising to use his position to secure-a very good job for him, but Joe had
decided to work in the East despite all attractions outside.

Je returned to Enugu in September, 1979 and was immediately offered = &
empioyment by N.T.A., Enugu as a music producer, a position he held until 1996
when he joined the University of Nigeria as a Senior Music Tutor. In his new
acacemiic environment, he decided to further his studies, got his masters dezree in
2052 and Ph.D (ethnomusicology) in the year2011. :

When Joe returned to Enugu u: 1979, he joined the Holy Ghost Cathedral Choir
which he directed from 1980-1985. Later, he was employed as Music Director by
Sacred Heart Parish, Uwani-Enugu where he directed the choir from 1935-95,
Till date, Joe is the Music Director of St. Mary's Catholic Church, Uwani, Enugu.

His exposure and chaiienges in the profession gave him wide experience in the

- world of creative and performing arts. Joe has many liturgical compositions to his
credit as well as musical productions. He is well known as compeser, coaductor,
performer of many nmsical instruments and tzacher. His television name
“Boiaji” as an actor is 3 household name whick tends te overshadow his real
name. This publication is a product of long term experience in music research,
composition and performance.
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FOREWORD

Divine worship is believed to be a musical act: The Cherubim, the Seraphim and the
whole company of heaven engage in an unending hymn of praise. At the birth of
Christ they sang, "glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to God's beloved.
Christ and His Apostles sang at the Last Supper. God's people are therefore, -
singing people-not only urged to praise the Lord on the tumbrel and the harp, with
the trumpet and the harp, but to “sing unto the Lord" and with each new day, eventor
season, to"sing a new song unto the Lord".

Western musical history tells us that the great Johann Sebastanian Bach wrote
music for each Sunday of the Ecclesiastical Year. Most of this compositions are
mountains in the musical landscape, so that Bach rightly earns the title of "God’s
musician" (Never mind his Wedding, Birthday and Peasant Cantatas, his suites and
concertos and quantity of secular works).

In the hymn book, Ukwe Ndi Muo-Ozi, Joseph Onyekwelu provides companionship
and spiritual uplift for the Christians’ pilgrim wending his way through the most
important seasons of the Ecclesiastical year-Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter-and
pausing for rites and devotions-and sacraments-communion, matrimony and
devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Corpus Christi and the Blessed Virgin, as

well as those services and moments in which the Christian communes with God
"Seven whoie days, not one in seven™ year in, year out. The Catholic Church is
clearly still grappling with the needs in hymnology and psalmody triggered off by the
momentum of Vatican ll. The composer seems to have this Catholic congregation in
mind by providing quality compositions suited to them. But the commonalities in
Christian worship show that some of the compositions, seasonal or non-seasonal
are ecumenical. So, here then is a hymn or anthem book for Christian worship, and
a good one too, with works which are products of talent, art and educated
musicianship.

I very much commend itto all and hope that it is among the several more to come.

Lawrence N. Emeka
Choral Director/ Communications Consultant




PREFACE

Music as an essential and constitutive aspect of arts, is a subject in which human
creativity and ingenuity finds a greater expression. It is also a veritable means of

transmission and expression of cultural values, beliefs and varied ideologies of

Most of the songs in this edition as well as the 1st edition were inspired from life
situations as the Holy Spirit directed. The liturgical seasons of the church as well as
the important sections of the mass including the benediction are not left out.

In this work, all the contemporary compositional techniques of African music in the
liturgy are applied to enhance the spiritual uplift of the faithful and to improve and
enrich the liturgical celebration in Christian Churches. This book is a necessary
companion for liturgical music directors, choir masters and choristers.

To God be the Glory.

Joe Onyekwelu
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About the Authgr =
Dr. Joe Onyekwelu was born on December 19, 1948 in Nimo,
Njikoka Local Government Area of Anambra State, Nigeria.
: is primary school education at St. Bonaventure's
primary education at Holy Cross
from 1962-1956.

* School, Nimo and his
High School, Umuawt

In 1974, he gained admission to the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka to study Music, graduated in 1978 and was posted to
Kaduna for Youth Sgrvice where he led the F<gerian Airforce
Band and also established music studies in the Air Force
Primary School, Kaduna. His Sunday obligation as a strong Catholic took him to_
St. Joseph's Cathedral, Kaduna where he stood a formidable choir to the
excitement of the Bishop who wanted Joe to stay back after youth service
promising to use his position to secure a very good job for him, but Joe had
decided to work in the East despite all attractions outside.

Jo returned to Enugu in September, 1979 and was immediately offered . &
employment by N.T.A_, Enugu as a music producer, a position he held until 1996
when he joined the University of Nigeria as a Senior Music Tutor. In his new
acacemic environment, he decided to further his studies, got his masters dezree in
2042 and Ph.D (ethnomusicology) in the year 2011.

When Joe returnad to Enugu u: 1979, he joined the Holy Ghost Cathedral Choir ‘
which he directed from 1980-1985. Later, he was employed as Music Darector by
Sacred Heart Parish, Uwani-Enugu where he directed the choir from 1935-95.
Till date, Joe is the Music Director of St. Mary's Catholic Church, Uwani. Enugu.

His exposure and chai:enges in the profession gave him wide expenience in the
world of creative and performing arts. Joe has many liturgical compositions to his
credit as well as musical productions. He is well known as compeser, coaductor,
performer of many nwsical instruments and tzacher. His tclevision name
“Boiaji” as an actor is 3 houschold name which tends te oversnadow his real
name. This publicatior is 2 product of long term experience in music research,

composition and performance.
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