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ABSTRACT

Post-colonialism is borne at the very first momehtolonial contact. It is the speech of resistamd@ch colonialism
brings into being. The post-colonial literature sk® the upshot of colonialism. It reveals the nagtalself of the
colonized. A colonized is bound to put up with difeerent disconcerting situations. He has to haigh resistance and
fortitude against lots of uncalled-for and inevikatzonflicts. The postcolonial writers bring intight the suppression of a
vast wealth of indigenous cultures beneath the htedd imperial control. As Ashcroft, Griffiths aridffin pertinently
assert, “All post-colonial societies are still sebj in one way or another to overt or subtle forafsneo-colonial
domination, and independence has not solved hislen@’. The primary concern of Chinua Achebe wasshisiety, more
precisely, the destiny of his people. Achebe, gerttlae most authentic literary voice from Africapte not only to record
the African, especially Nigerian, life but to anedythe reality experienced by the native peopldifierent times and
situations. In his view, the writer must be accaie to his society. To him it was absurd to thafilart as a pure and
autonomous entity coming into existence by itselin aesthetic void. Accordingly, his aim was tdkenhis fiction an
instrument of awareness seeking to eliminate hywraded criminality and injustice. In this regarbetstudy is an attempt
to show Achebe’s endeavour to expose the rampantptmn and criminality in Nigeria to exert a detie and positive
influence on his people. For Achebe, the intrigaed contestation over power, especially within ¢hél service, assume
a metaphoric significance in unraveling social gaulictions in society. Achebe thus evaluates th@ua dimensions of
power and how it is used to subjugate or tyranmpeeple. He evokes a consciousness, concerned veitticVaeism,
alienation and characters that can adjust to thecenminties of a postcolonial society with all thedices of
underdevelopment, greed, corruption, bureaucragelf-aggrandizement, tardiness, indiscipline, pedit instability etc.
The study adopts the content assessment approagchtén to unravel the constructive semantics andeustanding of the

post-colonial works.
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INTRODUCTION

Chinua Achebe has proven his worth among Engliglalspg African novelists by representing the Africsocial and
political environment in a thoroughly realistic wayis novels depict life within a particular histtal background, and
convey a sense of growing disgust and unrest wiltigrerian society, a society that has started t@rgm from the
‘colonial complex’ caused by years of denigratiord eself-abasemenf Man of the Peopl€¢1967) is Achebe’s fourth
novel. It describes Nigeria in its post-independephase, during which time the country became ssfo®ol of corruption
and misrule’ in the context of colonial-style sd@ad economic development, a situation that redult conflict between
the emergent elitist middle class and the geneoplulace. Achebe’s reputation as a novelist restshisnimpartial
understanding of, and ability to represent the Négeenvironment. His realistic characterizatiord atiagnosis of his

country’s malaise has the power to inspire a rdiarunformed by African ideologies.

His works have primarily focused on “African paisi the depiction of Africa and Africans in the Wesmd the
intricacies of pre-colonial African culture and itization, as well as the effects of colonizatioh African societies”
(Achebe, 1988b). His well-known literary critiqgde Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’sleart of Darkness(Achebe,
1988) is considered by many to be the most asserdiebated, and seminal treatise of its type. Aelreected Joseph
Conrad as “a thorough going racist” who projecteficA as “a metaphysical battlefield devoid of edicognizable
humanity, into which the wandering European entdris peril” (bid: 38). This said, the present paper investigates
themes of corruption that appear in Achebe’s nadvellan of the Peopleand describes various political and social

corruptible acts that have taken place in Nigdnasesits publication in 1967.
The Title as a Window Into Heart of the Novel: A Ma of the People

Were a book to be interpreted only by its titleeomould have at first glance & Man of the Peopldave a clear
understanding of what the novel is about or whdiehe set out to achieve with it. Yet, the tAlélan of the Peoplells a

lot about the context and content of the novel.ufepsatirical work with sardonic and laconic irodyMan of the People
satirically presents a man of Africa (a unique alifferent man) and the people of Africa. In undensting the novel
through its title, | will focus my analysis on thefinite article ‘a’ — this word determines oraijfies Man in the title. A
curious look at the word ‘Man’ and its usage i®ataportant, as well as the people. In essenceseeks to know why ‘A

Man’ not ‘The Man’ of the Man of the people?
A Man?

Who is the man i\ Man of the Peop®Why ‘a’ not ‘the’ Man of the People? It is cldesm the tone of the title through
the novelist’s use of ‘a’ that the author did neéua’ in a numerical sense of singularity, bubasatirized coloration of a
‘man’ which, on a closer study of the novel, isresgentative of ‘some men’ or a particular grouprafividuals with

homogeneous identity and behavioral patterns.,Hirsiin be argued that ‘a’ man of the people mrbvel title refers to

the villain of the story and one can be at libéotyaccept the sincere use of indefinite article

‘a’ by the author to simply mean a numerical refieeeto singularity of the person, i.e. one marthls instance,
the villain in the character of Chief Nanga fite ttnode and description of ‘a’ man who is the man,vtho is to be seen,
known and accepted religiously as ‘a’ man of thepbe. Achebe puts the man — ‘a man’ in the mix, tredeby notifies

his audience, from the onset, the conflict betwdiemand the people.
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From another angle, the use of ‘a’ represents mgsid the ‘man’ in context of the novel and thergtthat plays
out. In this regard, a man becomes generic of attear with similar characters in and out of the hoVlerefore, it is not
just all about the villain Chief Nanga- for he s a tool or human perspectives from which theystb ‘the man figure’ is
told and represented. Thus, ‘a man/ArMan of the Peoplbecomes a symbol representing many things as stwati be

discovered.
The People — Who are the People in a Man of the Ree?

There is something unusual about the peopla Man of the Peopldt is the fact that they have been purposelydihk
with ‘a man’. Traditionally, the concept of one mlaging for a people indicates the parallelism betwae liberating hero
and an adulating people. It is ominous therefdrat the people were linked with ‘a’ man. It suggestather unfortunate
people, a people at the mercy of unknown, unfrignshcommon man; a man the people do not wanted.nehey do not
have 'the’ man, but ‘a’ man. Again, here lies ttomftict and paradoxical play of irony between theople rightly and

clearly identified and introduced, and ‘a’ man inspicuously and incongruously identified and introed.

However, since the novel was set in a fictionalid#n country with closest resemblance to Nigerize can
unmask the people iA Man of the Peoplas the Nigerian people and by direct associatiahratation, the people of
Africa. With ‘a’ man — unknown, unfriendly, disag@ble, of questionable characters on one hand,uafattunate,
helpless and hapless people on the other, tellsttig of a nation or society at war against ittigdf the mother hen that

drinks up its eggs and eats its chicks.

The novel provides deep insight into plights ofapless people, who are defenseless against theughslof their
supposed hero, leader or ‘man’, while at the same &analyzing and exploring the degenerative ingpatthe supposed
leaders of the peoplé Man of the Peoples a classic case study of leadership in AfrisdMan of the Peopleho is not

for the People:

Once again, it is helpful to return to the novtétilike a compass, for direction to navigate stary. Since the novel has
rich political elements of an independent Africaat® struggling with its new democratic dispensatiod experience, it

can be argued that Achebe satirizes the demognagtatices on display in Africa society.
Power and Related Themes
A Portrait of African Leaders

Achebe’s strongest subject of disillusionmenAitan of the Peoples the political class, ably symbolized by ‘a
man’ of the people, Chief, the Honorable, M. A. §anMP. In Chief Nanga, Achebe gives his audiencizid portrait of
a typical modern African leader. Again, the imafi@ame comes to play hers.Man of the Peoplis a Chief; he is the or
a Honorable. Here is the confused mixture of thaeitional African society with its modern incarmati It is height of
grand illusion of the African political leaders;eth uncontrollable hunger of for titles, positiomgwer, recognition and

ultimately personal aggrandizement.

The imagery of hounds, dogs, yelp, straining thegish, yapped and snarled hyenas is a strong parftgzolitical
leaders iPA Man of the PeopleChief Nanga, the Prime Minister and other cabingtisters were portrayed as hounds of
dogs and hyenas that yelp, yap and snarl at theessahd at the people they ought to be accountabWith this kind of
leadership, the nation and its people could onlgtithe mercy of their leaders whose leash isrstrgiand loosening, and

the people shivered and cowered by fear into dlestidbomission.
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Achebe exhibits the issue of administrative incotapee as a bane of development of African Stateindiets
the emergent black administrative and their palltidass counterparts of social and technical immtence in the art of
state management because of their lack of politisén and will, their poor or inadequate sociafian to have full grasp

of social dialectics that are required and involiredation-building.

Therefore, lack of competence could only lead ftufa of government and governance which eventugilye
way to the only alternative; the institutionalizatiof corruption in the corridor of power. ko Man of the Peoplene is
confronted with the likes of Chief Nanga with hatfucation incompetently managing ministerial poasitin a most
unscrupulous ways. Bribery became the order ofithewith political leaders negotiating, compromgsieind selling off
their country’s resources and potentials in retfon kickbacks from contracts awarded through thainistries and

political favors, to foreign experts and nations.

Politics, then becomes, a shortcut to riches armdopel fortune. Odili said of Chief Nanga’'s swittd politic from
teaching profession as a move with cash price.ohnuption, the people and the political class faa@dommon ground.
Urua people decided to vote Odili in place of Chignga not because of any political ideology ortdsepption, but
because they believed Odili would bring them tipgéce of the national cake. Political power attthye then becomes, the
symbolical cake, of which everyone scramble to hahare. The national interest is lost to persandl group selfish
interests. Central to these extremes of the diséawt unknown man-leader and alienated and forgotisnwell as
politically apathetic people is the factor of pow&his power belongs to the people and ought thdié in trust for the
people by the leader(s) for common good of allnically, what we see iA Man of the Peoplis acquisition, management
and retention of power for personal political erlsheer abuse and misappropriation of power, motémmon good of
the people, not for social justice and developmént, for social oppression, political suppressiom gatronage by

political class of Chief Nanga and his ilks.

The power of the people exercised through electaaichise is turned against them by those who thexe
handed it in trust. In one sentenéeMan of the People an indictment of post-colonial Africa politicaystem. Chief
Nanga and his fellow ministers exemplified thistleir political activities as the government of i@y and also in the

build-up activities to the next general electionbgre the violence and ruthlessness became pbbitidar.

In A Man of the Peopleone is confronted with the unpopular politicalilpsophy of African politics and
politicians that is opposed to beneficial use ofvpofor the good of the people, save random, se&eind manipulative
use of power to earn political points and patrondigis a case of who gets what, by any and allmea case of winner

takes all, winning at all cost —a do or die affaihat has defined African political terrain in tlast five decades.

At the brink of destruction, political leadersAnMan of the Peoplpractice politics of bitterness. The ruling party
has zero tolerance for opposition. The politiciam®A Man of the Peoplare anti-intellectuals. They plot and scheme
against the intellectuals in government. They rebbd members of the parliament who are educategeshaand

upstanding.

Violence became expressed in thuggery and all séristimidation to undermine opposition’s effortS8ampaign
grounds became battle field and polling booths imecslaughter house where politicians and politivad)s wielded dangerous
arms. Political Apathy and Cynicism of power tdhfignd resist any form of oppression, having béstamted and cut off from
the center of power geographically and systemicalhey have become like the proverbial lamb begayihto the slaughter

house. The apathy of the people emboldened thicaols and fuelled the fire of corruption among golitical class)

Impact Factor (JCC): 5.6362 NAAS Rui2.67



Post-Colonial Gratification and Corruption: A Crital Assessment of Achebe’s ‘A Man of the People’ 13

Also, evident in the political landscape is thduia of the middle class — the educated and thosaat involved
in politics, but have been called to duty to resther nation from unscrupulous leaders; to offeviable option and
alternative to politics of corruption. Achebe afsmints to disillusionment among this group of hayefthe Odilis and the
Maxes of Africa who could not live up to the exptins of the people, rather they let the oppotyuai redemption slip
off their hands by corrupting power of material \Weaand opportunity of personal fortune. Ideologipasitioning and
their high moral ground collapsed at the contadhwgiolitical corruption of Chief Nanga and its I&eCPC, the party
formed by Max and Odili became stillbirth and coulot live up to its billing. Not even the enlightsh the educated
could be the man of the people.

Max and Odili’s actions beggars the question- wletbe political party that we do will of the pde@nd be the
man of the peopl@ CPC lacks firm ideological base and it is foumden foundation of straw and rooted in fiscal
indiscipline as typified by Odili using party fundslax colluding with ruling party, collecting mongyom Cabinet
Minister and compromising his ideological stance atandard, setting up double standard and hinaself eventually
losing his life. These political characteristicati@es are theorized by AchebeArMan of the Peopla bane of African

politics till date.

Eustace Palmer argues that Odili would eventuatigome like Chief Nanga if has same opportunity.arpies
that the novel is not all about political corrupticbut the corrupting power of privilege and pasitiand money as
exemplified by Max. This underscores the idealistiti grandstanding philosophy of African intelledtuwhose stances

no matter how strong will soon give way in the fa€enaterial temptations.
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