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the building blocks for the successes of the university-
industry research. The synergy between university-based
and industry-based research teams has been an important
factor in the success of US research, exemplified by the
excellent “Industry-University” laboratories established by
DuPont, IBM, AT&T, and Corning. These laboratories
have in themselves produced several Nobel Prize winners.

The conflict of curiosity-driven science and the
current needs of society are as old as science itself One
needs only recall the famous encounter between Faraday
and King William IV, who once asked the celebrated
scientist what his “electricity” was actually good for.
Faraday answered, “One day you will tax it”.

The world is in need of guiding ideas, a vision to
more effectively direct our intellectual, moral, physical and
scientific capabilities for world peace, global security,
protection of human dignity and freedoms, social justice
and inclusion. Our world needs ethics, more ethics and
much more ethics. Only in ethics, with ethics and through
ethical standards can we evoke evolutionary ideas that can
spur our collective progress without the wake of
destructive violence that threatens to undermine the huge
but fragile political, social, financial and ecological
infrastructure upon which humanity depends and strive to
build a more fair, just and sustainable world. This is the
way forward to forge the link for education, ethics and
nation building. Private universities have g critical role to
play in this.

Very Rev. Msgr Prof. Dr Obiora Ike: Professor of Ethics and
Intercultural Studies — Godfrey Okoye University, Enugu State,
Nigeria; Executive Director - Globethics Geneva Switzerland;
President Club of Rome Nigeria & Member - European Academy of
Science and Arts.

: Faraday was right.
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