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_ - §Every' book, cvery teacher, has
academnic parents. From primary school to

~ university, teachers, tutors, and lecturers
. helped me on my road to History Land. My -
experiences, in fact, have been liberative
through the Universities of Nigeria, Ibadan,
and Kent State in Ohio, USA. . L

- §During various cross currents in

‘ ‘historiographies, I was guided to discover the
~ stone excellence of . true historianship; the
democratic temper in the House of the
 Intellect;. the humility of the leamned; the
ongoing ‘incompleteness  of history; the
_ pationalist revisionist angle to - colonial.
_writing; ‘and the difference between
the guild. o _
 .§ For this mind travel, I am grateful to
the Library Staffers of the Nnamdi Azikiwe

~ Library, UNN (1961-1964, 1970-1971) and oi}{
the University of Ibadan (1965 — 1967, 1971 -

— 1975). The Tbadan library is unrivalled for
_its wide-ranging collections. At Kent State,
manuscripts, various micro-documents, and
inter-library loans. My only regret was that I
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couldnotread all mthecalmaumsphueofa
creanvefaculty . -
consulted I_*_J;ge_rma, Militaria, and Igboma -
books and other records on the Igbo people’s
history and culture. American and European
textswerehandyovertheworldwaryears :
foreshadowed by aggressive and jmgoist sick
‘governments catled fascisms. As a matter of
course, 1 collected data from the Ntm‘«ian
- National Archives in Enugu, lbadan,

- Owem T N '
"~ §For their msplmuon, support and
“kindness, 1 thank my uncle, Dr. Joseph -
Ogwudile Oforama, my guardian, Engineer
- (Locomotive) Samuel M. Ndubuisi, my

teacher, educationist Nze Stephen Agu, tutor.
Dr. Robert Duhu, Professor J.E. Flint, before
Professor J.C. Anene, Drs C.C. Ifem&m;_,
- Romanus N. Egudu. A. Adewoye, J.C.
_Onyemelukwe and Prof. Moses Airen Amayo -
during my Ibadan days. Though few are dead,
manylweonasennnmtprofwsmand
technocrats. . - '
~ §At Kent State Umversny, I met God
. Himself, it is thanks to Sir William Ekechi,

~ head of an academic dynasty of that name,
" Hon. Dr. Nnanna Ukegbu, Prof. G.LC. -
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Elnwa, Drs Tony Onmmmnh and Clndl
‘Osuagwu at the Alvan Tkoku ' College of

- * Education, Owerri, Professor Felix K. Ekechi,

fm&mammpemsoran(entisﬁmmsfmhns
‘thoroughness. He guided me with ‘truth,
kindness, and expertise. Thanks are also due

to Lady Regina Ekechi, Prof & Mrs. R.P.
- Swierenga, - Professors Jerry Newman and,
.'fBa;hataClements,me & Mrs. Henry N.
~“Whitney, Professor Victor Papacosma,

- “Chairman Prof.-and Mrs. Graves, Professors

Saul Kaplan August Meier, K. Calkins and J.

| ' Friedman, Wang J. Hubbell, L. Bozcek, and

theg:eatsectetmmeEmandeh.
§An academic nomad; I left Owerri for
ESU‘I’ in 1998, -For working here, I'am
- thankful for being attracted by Prof. & Ms.
‘encouraged by Prof & Mrs. R.C. Okafor,
- formerly Director of the General Studies
~ Division and now Dean of Postgraduate
. Studies. Proféssor Venerable Dr. Chinedu
‘Nebo, ex: DVC .and Professor 1.J. Clndobem,
the new Deputy. Vice-Chancellor - have "in
_many -ways ‘stnoothened - my “feathers. Our
current Director, Mrs. Oby Nnamani deserves
‘Mmd[ﬂﬂlygive:tvvlnleﬁa&maﬂ
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PREEXCE e -
§'I'hisdocummiappehrsqnmagethat

feats and _ ignoreshistorical ~ knowledge.
Professionals in church as in state, attract
~ followers to their craft. Everyone is a
missionary. Historymhﬂmylsalwaysa'
~ political consumer good. Even  underusing it
" by leaders of stalesmen leads publics towards

. blindness in state matters. As a disease,

therefore, going blind deforms democracy;
corrupts federalism; sows vxolence, and feeds' :
ethnocracy, say, in the nation. -
- . §Inside A Basic History o of Nigeria, a
~historian unfolds a twin view. One comes
~ from the valley. of the masses. These fight
wars and live poverties. The other arises from
- the hill of circulating elites. They tend to
mmﬂ:umtyortobeatthepammcdnnn-
- anyhow and everywhere. These facts, at all
events, reveal a traglc v:cw of nanonal -

o §W1ﬂ1mﬁvechapm's thlsmqmmre-
'createsthcnanonspast.Heshowsmstmys
- importance, the eco-historic zones, and the

* social institutions supporting survival. For the

'_wcmd,th'e'anphamsslnﬂstoclassmd
authority structures. Explanatn%s fit in for
- sm:hsoclfacts exmetbeforees, conﬂicts or
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tensms m:pwtmg peoples 1deas, events and

| pmhedaswellasadoptedpmum-wﬁm&-'v'
- messages,  night-visits, and © Aesopian

 newspaper colmmns - for urging -official

~ reform. Theopposmmppmed.ltwasmdwal"
. .oppositionists of the Maculey = Zik-

 Awolowo-Aminu-Sardeuna sohool | that

agitmdthemsesmwldeforﬁm;
. tilt-a soft. Independence’ ‘dawned. Truly is:
etitly overjoy was-soured. antipolitics
. that hatched the Civil War (c. r967-;r970)e_

~ An' aftermath of that crisis was' the mis<

| _'reoonstmcuon ot‘re-integmnonundermdm

*mle

N §Bm,mtheeyesofhimrytomlmsg
;'nmtomanﬂmothemmm
tt natmn—bmlding, wrthout credible

‘mmchmhananplre&ﬂle .

. fourth is a forward march. It stresses some
" lessons for posterity. By and large, history
- - gtands, ﬁrstandlast,nsﬂmeeverremlygmeml
. teacher. Fotauexample,
- can be for or agains
_'-ol‘forthefew Leaders also ‘can govern with ‘
| agnﬁnthmory (‘mmsandlossesfoliow. B8

: . iniiey

t' the people: foﬁhenhhy-_,



mjectdwtl;wspectpmywnung,and,wmid
- without end, embrace controversy. =~~~ !
- § If national history spreads as a

cdmpulsmycnlnueofwmdommaryﬁr
sustaining nationalism and - erecting
democmcythemhor’slabourwalllmvehem
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L §”I‘hestotyofNigma thetltleglven :
.'byMldlaelmedu'amnsbhlstmmtO‘
..,h:sbook,showsstaghwtonw -This fact
) meansnmnypastswnhmihepast apenod.

prmoh:storywanuqtnlymdmedwvalum
befare modem and contemporary ages, say,
aoootdmgtocurmn&mpem&ronology

'Thatdoecnotmdcmmotagteemﬂaa:.
"Nngmamstume-seale smeenauonsandthcxr ey

~events differ “in scope, t:me,' volume, :
ambition, and direction.
'§ However, ﬂme*wewsmaybetakcn,
: :ﬂlehlstmmneedsalsowconsndersome
vﬂlm Thesecoverpmod,land,people,
action. - Nigerian hnstofy if* seen throngh '
Ambaeblogy, rons  back to BC.
* unnumbered 7 but forwards to A.D. 2003'
- Other dates come in. It is, indeed, the land
-énd the peoples living upon,-and acting on it,
_ over time, that, as they work together,
-produce hnstory meaning the rcmembeted
~events in men; women and‘
gohlldmnslwes - .
B §Land,thus,meansa“N|gu' area”
fjlateron,ﬂ:e Nigerian territory accepted by
. d leaders and known to their laws. The
ns”kmkmg patnot:c British. people seized




Aﬂerﬂmse menger Benuemggmdthm .
bentmry the Mlddle Beh, mn -

-;;-ﬁlesdeep,amtmwat. e o
| §Futtherqn,ﬂmeeomaﬂ1emgu,,‘




'1‘.-‘1}‘.Mhuwamangrmforest swamp Gwen |

_A,j-?tbese zones hold key mges wc‘_ g

.. “touch human life much Cattle cannot breed
. well m the swnmp Nor m m L

im a8 in m bymmﬂ‘e m o

7 Doina so meana ;meptmg ‘peoples’ lives as <
" ‘they are, and practicing tolerance, othervise .
. called live — and - lethye Which is aunéy-;' i

- §Upon this land, peopla nowwmkng T
£ w“MtheﬁledfwcenhmcﬁAsf‘ |
L ',a.;gm&emaureﬂmm, mttn'b&s-_ ,

 Fuleni s:.!m the Tgbo at 18%, e 'Y
= and the momas makmg 1?%" ™




~ Jands for all these long years has been shout

+ problems or issués. In life, troybles desiand

" Nigerian man or woman faced hunger, fear,

. 'Wise'thinking had to solve hunger. For this =

 'reason, “agriculture in farms or work in

industries gave residents little rest. whereas
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e wastoadoptgovenmm,rchgxon,wmk,
 sid-trade. Those cultural values had early on -
-,mmgndedthemcmmlmgbeforehelpmgm

~§ If to connnuewas’m&nrvwe,to
; [',ve was to advance with, mdlmproveon,
- oKists ,‘ca' Doing that mieant avoiding fooligh
_nmldng Just ~_ones, . ‘setting . apnrt
fending soldicrs, and joining police and
m ‘dutles. . Added to these, marriage
mw at the right age, time, or place. -
-~ Jering for the offspring followed. M
f;}‘f airvival, a changeless goal in human history,:
“splled for learning problem-solving skills for
*thé.community’s benefit. Relevant l:caminﬁ,
mp ol educatlons, famung methods. uoty




 §To avoid survival is, m&ed,to"_‘;
dﬁth.lnthcoldsensc,ntmeantqm'{_'_
History’s chances in which actions benefit the,
hvmgﬁmt. Food, in practice is that history: it'
’ s socicty on to big wealth. Agnculuml
- forthem,suxtﬁwmthatmm
‘ ‘powlaﬁons In the Niger Delta, nanonalsg.ﬂ_f.
,-,ﬁusthsmasweuasthehlghseas,qnthe
: fnuttodny ‘they plant cecoa, yam, and other

. crops; mﬁemmdothermm

sowrootaopsahngsadecerealwhﬂemadmg

sheep,audotheroattie Qvetthxsq\A,f

bomdm‘y nce, millet, -groundnut, amldst-' :
_ q;{d?‘mvaqgeﬁngbydonfmymdhometakes

§Veryoﬁen,hlstonanaﬂmtseem -

‘-v‘mlané.mandactmntogethartoshow R

“social dynamics. .They, explain what can or. -
' uhmbsmorexpecledwnelymmyq:ﬂ
: loutm -
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CHAPTERII

i \msromcu. mmmomv
. CHARTS: EXPLANATIONS

mesefamwwanushnne,w

: occupmma, upset u'admonal truth and life.
- Government reasofis . for conquering noW
' territories are never lacking . Suffice it that
| _mnmﬂanmfbeﬁnrmm&t

often - pleased ‘aggressors; - the - need for'

" overscas  markets that ~ bencfited | Jocal
- manufacturers;  the - urge to “expon the"

_jobless to avoid civil unrest at home; tw

hunmtospmdchnsuamqmme.so-cme@

anud eXplon‘m's” Nmeteenth—cmtmy pﬂde

-‘,,_.mpemtmough,evenmthelr erroroffalse
_raqescnence,tocon’vatuwcllwtomie
__other human beings. Finally, these were the -

~war-hungry  peoples whenever there o
~ disunities among- their “defeatable” victims.
These¥ - facts recall - the cocksure high

~nationalism that forced whites to see
~ themgelves ag the chosen people to better the.
oword. s

I
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- § Hlstoncal umtles by time, land,
people actor, and activity deserve notice. For
~ a true understanding of the Nigerian past
- depends on them. Pretolonial times to 1861
- -became the foundation for British -colonial
" rule afterwards in 1861 —1960. This cen tun’y
~ marked by wars had darkenesses and lights 2'.

Theseledtothf:mwepoohthslslwweda

double obedience — the first to Imdn the

‘oﬂlertoﬁrewhttemasterAsa iot, an

‘adventurer served his fatherland with loyaity,

~‘gwecacl mdmo-thmkmg.l—hsenthusm

.his age: of plunder . As event moved .-
;»&and.on, four stages of colonial rule -
. démerged. 1&61—1w$mkedbquet
* imperialism, gun-boat diplomacy, treaty- -
: makmg,andlocalagency 1885 — 1914, the
- fighting times based on empty international
lawlittle  wars, well-armed diplomacy,
- M and arrogant foreign mtawt, 1914
- = 1945, when powerpolitics used seapower,
~ warfare and overhot nationalism. The years
. between 1945 — 1960 stood for colonial
tiredness and confusion over white masterstii
. and status. That time-the world wars had
~ weakened .but re-educated colonizers. They
m to stop playmg God, havmg -seen’ that

K









Fm 1885 10 1914, m;g

§Yetsomekeyevamm

| - ‘and North olegena 3, Others \\atere the
A"Royal Niger Compeny atknmktmﬁonqder

. -.--mesluewdandableSn'Gem'geT Goldle
) —--i-_-mtmorastySlm s\cmpotmdﬂ”

,pvumngmlabuwm

raoe bias; plus a Em'o-Aﬁ'lcianon aociety i

unfolded. o
8. There mw'mu‘i-.

,ﬂ:oSemﬁuryofState‘for‘meColmuw,a

peoples "mtermls in ‘parlisment. m:

- perhaps, in Lagos and Calabar, Mﬂools
_'taughtmoreboysmangxrls and thus, carried
"wermold—tlmepnejucﬁce This increased life
"-'--'jdlanoa, fortheboyswhombyagemd,

teemwyhadcomeunderthé‘Bumhﬂngby

1914 when some so-called heky Africans

ﬂmnuswmmsmm
messenm catechists, clerks, -agents, and
pmdornnpudchaefs.CalledpopHMy:g
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. 'ﬂu“wmuchleﬁ”"’mﬂleirsevemlgum,
-they ranked from first class; eutside the East, -
~ downwards - tosub-chifefs. - Military  officors
_.sa-ved -in- the districts, later - re-mmed
~ divisions. For an example, District Offieer —
"“""DnnnmEmgumlSDIO After this- phase,
'cmlmormwlimuzedsoldmsmmem
administrations. They were appointees with
_"goodemmemonsmBqnshclassandsmms
.‘_E:,‘m‘ay 3
§Mo!epeacemdorderledtoag
mwiss_wnmhzm aﬁer 1885 - 1914

¥ mym,am:stak&wrappedmramstthmghts,to
mbemtrodwedmtotheﬂastempmvmces ’He
; mﬂ:elslatmzednorﬁmntemtones Tlnswas
% byemn'atnzmgthenon-lslmelgbo‘ le f
‘;*'sand their neighbours .through- ¢ '
. Native: Authorities. “Find the chié
r‘fpohcy that led to . mventmg orappmmg
;ifmybodyoranobody anywlmetoserve
Bﬁt:shmterwt ‘ |
ol 0§ thard ﬁem 1914 Pmomt
:f-’é*ﬂuefs in fact, overchiefs, came to be
z:«:«uppomtad,‘ “often:. 'to control  un-refated
cmmmmtiu I@ Pdi Dmslon, a notable |

LA
: * S e e e Lo T




; andmdnr Paramount CludOnyemd”%

. (d. 1933), “conipetent and  well-informed, :

..'Isemngasamm towered over
";\mhgdneﬂnmmmm}k \
«thus; - had . unosual nnd%at ‘the beginning,
mcha![enamblepom ...... Anﬂnrhyduhnd ,
: diviﬂon Séon, “““ loml c&e& tewmked s
. process into their traditional ozo tite system
~ ;»;mtheﬂd}.mndmmm '

‘:-‘as«weﬂm:qmdwm ‘seekers ¥

§ Asidc from such mhgmﬁe :

ff-':ﬁi’mmmmm-uﬂnm |
- lowly pomtion for the. mMmuy» '

Mrpay,,:f at all, - mikl™ the ~dual
ommon vmhm the empte civil Bervioe.
o mmm nﬂtw |

. . e
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o B R LR _ L e
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ranks, rewards, and benefits. As African,
fwhether Nigerian. West Indian or West

emPu'e - followers, often sub-
received token salaries. The
Bnt:shgrmpstxyedwhne,too By the nature -
of things, it eamed fat salaries, lived richer
Tlives, and stood very high, given their tall
education, birth, class, and whiteness.
, ‘§ If Africans lived graded lives — in
elassm,dermshocwptetsdndsoopen!ym
their- Anglo-nger{an empxre oo

T T e el
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IN PRE-COLONI |
(NIGERIA): Northern Igb |- SOCIETY
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. COLONIAL SOCIETY O‘VERSEAS
(ANGLO NIGERIA) | -

 ‘Providence (God) - .
 His Majesty / Her Majesty
(King /Queen) '
- King or Queen ~in — Parliament -
Secretary of State for the '
: Colonies (a politician)
~ Governors (territorial vicerays)
- 'Lientenant Governors (LtGov)
{(Regionals)
Residents  (provinctals)
District officers (Divisionals)
4° Colonial White Civil Servants
1 Colonial African Civil Servants
African Whiteman’s Warrant
~ Chiefs (Government Issues)
The Masses-colonized, skilled,
and unskilled werkers
 Women, the crippled and sick.

FIGII ANGLO —NIGERIAN SOCIETY
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k CONCEPTS ACTIVITIES | ACTORS
11 - Political Autonomiesor -
i Organization | Indeperident Cmm
L R (states). Nigeria — wide.
{12 _ { Economic Rural — Urbanites
| -jorder Nigerian, foreigners
3 Social Life Generalised: rurafites,
14 Religious Traditionists, Christians,
o System Islamic & Islamized -
¥s Industrial || Extractors, Additive |
. _Organization Carw:rs,lndustﬂalm1 B
6 Intellectual Genmhaad World ‘
7 Literary Nigerians: Men
s Existence | " . Women
" - - _ Children
18 Revenue Royals, privateer, Joint —
Administration | operators .
1.9 Commercial Merchants, financiers,
i Modes factors.
/



24

1T | Monarchy, Republic No Statcieasness. Mixtures.
Ms«:p,mm iﬂtmm,é-ma.
Mmmm Re-incamation. Spiit workk
{ judgement, African Organic Society, no heretics
Traditional Religion -or indamentslists |
'meolognemlty,l’nnhem, _
?mm nngnu, Jomnt production. Men &
_ Fidmng.moamg, | Women & children co-

Both sexes act. Women

waw hidden (?). Men in the open. | -
'“Emmmwm Wormen & men stary-icliers.
Araditions, oracy, orature. | Minstrelsy, zippy songs ‘
A&nhmmde,mynl Traders, merchants, agency. |
‘caravaneering. - " group trade, Joint-stock
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%mm

- | market radio) system; The '*Night&l’hyopam B
| gong, fire, runwiers, gossip.
. _th@tas, i -‘puties.
Local goods, goats, sheep, | Variety of coins, goods,
ooins,uime;dahs’,shws, : -Fm,lomlmum,
| Scratch forces, kinship - | Idcological warfare, “psy-
mxmmself- war” unbdsracked,
adventures. &mmm
Indigenous slaves; “Slavery & frecdom. The
mmmu-yslqvu, mqmwme
‘Patrilocals, matrilocals, Dowryh'lde-waalﬂl(bnde

price) divorce, “umuada”.

_| Politics of it.




§ Under colonial everrule-during 1914 to-
1960, Governors, in British. interest, lmmged
Nigerian economy, politics, and commerce.
Colonizer and colonized are from class
societies. Inequality in state, religion, and
‘society became an unbending law. Whites

headed every grouping or organization. The '
,precoloma]eeonomybasedonnnalmmmg.

© pottery,  agriculture  together  with

. manufacturing faced death though de-

\ industrialization. In every community,

Nigerians lived apart from their overlords,
who, settledeovemmentReservedAreas
(GRA); practiced apartheid ** or segregation;
engaged private wlntw—mly doctors; and
'keptAﬁacanwomenaslovers,onlyasmgm
mistresses. One and all acted out racial
superiority. Today, that has  become an
explodedhe,atlredndea,aﬁﬂedmg:c,

' -thmkstohmnanprogxessandnahmmhsm.

EXPLAINING THE CHARTS -
, §Fxgurelplaysbaekthepaamngof
old society, noted for slow change, organic

- life, and class In eonn'ast, Figure 11 pictures

the rank — conscious backgrounds of the ’
colonial officials. - ‘Most m from . the
- aobility,, many ﬁ'm o '

- fewest of the wo ‘”'"e]ass 'H!m@,dlstnct
—aoﬁicers held degrees, eqmvalent mﬁm




. or mﬂum mﬂl i Pyoore T ‘ a
the Brmsh Queen—in—l’arhmt aned the -
~ colony which the Secretary of State for the
~ Colonies and the viceroy, the Governor, ran
~on her behalf. Any list of govemors telis
service periods whereas this author stresses
- epoch-making events, often calfed milestones.

- There Was, for an example, the transportation
revolution® that- joined railways to feeder
roads and waterways across populous
settlements, thereby, hunymg up change and.'
fostering economic unity. - '
o §DlmngtheFustandSecondWMd :
Wars (1914 - 1918, 1939 — 1945), ‘mainly
. European waxs, colonies helped their mother-
counm&s,tlmtm,mehomegof\remnems
~ served by ‘colonizers. Many Nigerians
" laboured as porters,” soidiers, and forced |
“ workers. Colony “crops like cotton fed the
- owner country’s mills. So did such minerals
. as coal from Enugu, gold from Obuasi in the
- Gold Coast, now. Ghana -or tin from Jos.
British oversea territories formed the never-
“.empty storchouses for war work. Still, re-
f=bmldmg the shattered ecouomws, lmown m.‘f.
- system. Earlyon,tax&swaepmdminnqu‘
-~mastlysoﬁ-om1861 PaymgBtmshcuhor

g




money as the legal tender opened about 1914
and expanded in 1927 — 28 to the Kwale-
Aboh and the Eastern Nigeria areas. Citizens, -
called subjects by the British, in fact, revolted
~ against levies after World War One. (1914 -
‘1918). Taxation was a trick. Rather than

helping Nigerians, it mme-pumped Britains

- warsick empire to create a ' consumer,

‘meaning a buy and buy, and buy market for |

 their 'goods. Raleighs, Rudges, Hercules
bicycles much like biscuits, - footwear,
Manchester cotton-p:ece goods, Navy cut

cigarettes, cigars, shoes, soaps, books, and

othereducauonalsemaedevenvdhge

markets 4.
© §Education, unpopular at first,

 increased through missionary work backed by

government fund and security. ls content was

. however, too much obedience — too much

-yessing. This attitude, without doubt, created

~ ahabit of -depending, almost blindly, on every
so-cal}ed authority. “Nigerian History” was
. what creative ‘white authors, like M. English
. and Sir Alan Bums wrote about, for, and
_even, against the c@langeg “Woman’s

| education snalledonbehm(hnms Teaching —+
. looked bigmanish. For many it wpg the fastest——

mad to sknlled colonial wags fqbout The

and trainting institutions “
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produced new leaders — a fresh elite in
whiteman’s ways — to lead others in state,
 industry, church, and school. The philosophy
* was to educate Nigerians into English people,
to get them “civilized”, in fact, against their
culture and person — hence their social
§ In that imposed system, the
‘socioeconomy differed. Neither communal as
of old nor welfare as in afterwar Great
Britain, it was-commandist ‘** Communities
~ planted whatever crops or trees that ‘the
colonizers . demanded, namely, palms;,
groundnuts, cassava, and peas or guineacorn,
pineapple, and cashew. Anglo-Nigeriahs,
‘subjects as they were, gained from these

efforts mostly by accident. Because

_imperialists, as foreign rulers, in spite of .
- themselves, cannot fail to do good. Some of
their activities, however, helped their victims.
At the same period as History teaches over
_ conflicts, there follow at war's end ‘peace-
* hunger and reconstruction. In the logic of that
~ peace, to reconstruct introduces problems that

can lead 6 another war. A little after 1918,

- the European world, now welcoming peace,
_boomed. It knock-kneed .along ‘but: crashed

 into a fall. Social issues, namely,
unemployment, -inflation, . and. quick-death
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among govemments stood too tall for short as

* well as diseased administrations. Inflation —

i ﬂaémoneydevnl—mmedEuropemmﬁons
with rising prices. It also over-angered
- colonial Aba provmcnal women and their
~ business allies in faraway ngena to force
about two million into revolt”’, a fact that the
world “riot” hides. As if fat problems needed
big governments, many closed polmcal
partics won power in Italy, Germany, Japan,
'andevenmtheUmtedStates.Asnfaﬁshnon,
. they practiced populism, race supremacy,
state ~ ownership * (statism) or economic
~ direction (dirigisme). They controlled persons
and things. Monoploy power marked out the
- leading political parties. Their times produced
~ proud, cocksure .and vain nationalisms. Their
~ politics at home or abread -made many
democracies lose face for being brutal. 'I‘hey
' soon went undenCollapsed“
i §The new governments, oalled_
facisms, - with different names reduced
democracy’s appeal. They’ made tough noises,
built up national economies, and forced in
progress. But what looked real was fake.
Surprisingly, their misleaders invented and
fell into war again. World War II, at last,
grew out of such total governments, riding.
-upon military force and false science. This
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—over-proud leaders, and toppled - fascist
. _movements in Italy, Gegnany, and Japan. A
~ other. occupied peoples fo agitate oot their

colonizers, now exposed, fatigued, and

— -uneivilized by warfare. Nigerians began to
— make ‘their obedience - disloyal as well as
— - problem-solving.  Nationalists, usually
ripe. It was during. Imperialisms ‘suicide of
 power”. I S
&t onialism always created - deadly
" tepsions. The coming chapter considers
radical  anti-imperial ‘opposition,
 Independence, - Ciwil  War,  asd
recomtructlomstmlhtaryndc .
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HARDOPPOSHIBNASRADICAEAL

Helpfully, the United States held onto -
her world-wide expansion. American weaith
steeled her. might, Especially was this so after
dropping. .atomic . bombs on Japan s large
cities — Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August
1945. By her success, she ‘moved . world -
opinion through the new Umted Nations
Orgamzatlon now standmg for a world
government. She thus, influenced the coming
{  of Democracy. With this - result de-
. colonization or ‘empire-murder-.spread.. In.
. effect; Nigerian leaders and the urban masses
widened their opposition to foreign rule.
Movements upon movements woke up many

Nigerians. They Jomﬂd.laucr—day politics of
the. -National Council of N!gma and the

i,  Cameroons (NCNC, _194-4) the Northern
:  Peoples Congress (NPC, 1949), the Action
. Group (AG - 1950), and the Northem
L' Elements Progressive Union (NEPU, 1950)°.
. The dream nation- was already going into
- ethnic camps at birth. . ,
- §  Empires, nonetheless, never Wl
themselves. Over Anglo-Nigeria, the records
show a deficit or losing administration. Now
losses led events. They revealed the growing
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independence struggle after 1945. Current
followers were radical — urban politicians and
bold labour unions controlling nationalist
newspapers like the West African Pilot*’. In
began to talk down' agitation. They shopped
~along for a shameless retreat by holding
conferences from 1948 to re-shape their
authority over a shaky federal union. Dividing

) oneNigetiainto&:reeregions,asthey'had'
" had to divide a single India in blood into two
by 1947, became a delay tactic that succeeded

. inNigeria.Itwas,forthem,aqm’etV
- withdre “with dignity and surely for
' Nig:iﬁassapostponedwaroﬂndependenoe,
In 1967, in the moment of crises, that war
renmedonthesevmthyearofhndepmdeme*‘

- on 1 October, 1960. Some Nigerians call it
the Civil War, others, the Nigeria-Biafra War.
L § Pre- 1960, conferences and intrigues
“the Lords of empire”. An “Empire on which

. the sun never sets”, according to its
- songmasters, slumped with style. Nigerians
~ danced for unity with freedom; welcomed it
gs'afact'butfailed'toseefat. For it was then
only a good risk, one demanding mutual
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Seeond. though Freedom Day da'wned,g"

remained mcomplete till Babangida’s mtlltary
presidency. Third, as in society, so in the
economy, de-colonizing Nigeria sounded a .
" hard-to-casy chance, given good faith among
~ the inheritors. ’I‘hosewereeﬂxmcleadetsmﬂl
their followers. |
- § Fourth, a ﬂag mdependence was
political freedom. It had a weak wealth-
making foundation — a foundation under
forcign or outside management”. Neo-
without colonies”. In that, local agents labour
~ for private friendships or profits while
- mouthing national slogans and singing .
. patriotic songs — but sometimes only as
petrioteers ', A situation as this encourages
“outsiders to intervene in host politics among
the newly-independent nations, Fifth, a future
for Nigerians looks bright but spotty. Events
can sometimes outmarch citizens and their
~ leaders. Not strange to say, changes' between
- 1960 and 1999 happened through coups d’
etat *°, civil war, militipolitics, genocidal riot,
'm'ban violence, para-militarism, and so forth.
- § Traditional society lost much power
" to the colonial state. Freedom, indeed, took



© 1960 — 2003, therefore :
T 960 < 19%67. Ttholdwarerainthe
' PintRapdbﬁc :

;,1967 - 1970,'ﬂseHotwat(cml ggar) .

Vi 1999 - TheFa.lrthRepnbthetm'n
' toashppuyDemocmcy
'I’hmstthe—levelsneedsomeexplmmngtoﬁ
pmmde other details. Afterwards, general
lessons can be drawn.

§ Tiil 1967, lndependmcewasasweet
but unclear freedom. The all —Nigeria
_'nanonahsmthatﬁredtheploneer leaders to
‘unite their opposmonsagnmstfomgl rulers



'i*begantofadewt.beadmmdﬂmrms
"i)wllemdwdusedhpower‘alongmgnmﬂm ';

1 “;";. “ A t‘ BT youths Mm. | :
- mioog . the- firg: “home Imne& ‘mmiiversity
;graduates, the urban potential .
' increased. “Racial  slurs” and ‘race-thoughts
worsened these - errors. “Onye Awusa”
--“Alakuba” “Abakpa — such terms covered all -
-'.';nmhemers “kolokepe” or “nyammiri” (Aba
kpo) (yem mmiri) became Igbo -hating
. epithets mostly in the West and the North.
The Igbo people echoed “ndi mgbati” “ndi

“for violence -



 ofc mmany”, mcamngnomyspeech peopie,,
~ the overvil soupmakas These ‘went ‘for the
_ ‘Yomba.Manyoﬁ:erednucpw!uwnsspead
‘--ha§esandd1ﬂ'erencestobeneﬁt politicians.

ki

§ Since wars begin in humap hearts,

smce pohhcnaggﬁght for power anyhow, and

since without education, the masses chint for

i mdwﬂ:,evexypubhcmmorﬂxeso—mlied :
messmh, wrong public enhghtenment quickly

annoyedmostpeoplemkemtheneW"

"’Ihosewmﬁmsaboutanlgbodommabm, .

~ hungers for northern forever-leadership, fixed .

" attitudes among the highly-educated Yoruba

mwdmeﬂmwhé,nmdhd&ss,m

' ‘advmced in Islamic civilization which mw
' jleamed Chnstxans mls-judged proudly’ N

) the opposition - .all. spoalt. regional elections., R
- and to westemize the 1o

acuwuwatthelrwmst.Conuphon,nm',

colonizing, and thuggery — often the words of

G)ppomtepmtymbiumtolslameﬂxcswﬂl;
crisis of, and seram!:le fm’, power - in ﬁl;

dmded but vely edwﬂedwestem Reg!bnl‘ oI
'Sm-dnanaofSDkotoandﬂzeNCNCunda-lhe

fearless, active, and honestly stubbom Dr.

»MichaelOlq:ara,tooksndes Theresuitwas



ﬂlepmm:ers war”ﬂlatmcmasedsmokem
Yoruba-land.

’ §. Bigtime pqm!ar pmw leadus
o misfortune. Dr. the Hoa. Nnamdi
Amk:we Chief Obafemi Awolowo, Sir
~ Ahmadu Bello, Dr. Mlchael Okpara, Dr.

Denis Osadebey, Mrs. Margaret Ekpo, and

. Chief S.L. Akiniola could no lenger talk . -

troubles down or wish them away. Each
looked as angry and patriotic as. the other®.
Electoral crises cooked’ up - violences in the
Western - Region. under ‘the pro-them.
Akmtoia and hlS opponent, Sll' Duuda
E boﬂed over Gf three dommant pames, the
' NPC and:the NCNC formed an alliance at the
. Federal level. Both traded for profits during
. the Treason Trails ® of Chief Awolowo and
smvthermpects. So events appeared in
;:Elthls light, in' 8 move to halt the suspected -

of the Federal Government. That =

and pro-British daplomacy over ‘.

it “ex-inasters”, Sir Abubakar Tafawa
3, & goldenwmeed orator, then ane
ists seexmdtoholdhxshand.ﬂr :

ia. .Suppormgd!eoolonmpmedf |



40
' “smaller” polttmms mqwdly actod as
lhongbevmtswmobed:mttoﬂ:mﬁemev
silence here and there prepared the troubled
- waters of fears and suspxclousoverwhnch.‘
journalists fished *. _ e
-~ §Nigerians = . now W
: IndepmdenceWhenfmmcwed,dapm
«mounted.Whatamddentefnwasfor[

| acnon Itmn-spedmdeveaﬁ)oledﬂnm
j‘mdBnunhhuelhgenoesemoe . “It can-
neverhappenhere” wastheeuherfoolproof*
opinion among rich nationals, after the
-Ghansian example that ruined Dr. Kwawe
" Nkrumah’s power — but not his_fame. Some
leemrexsatﬂ:eyonmgbutmdmalUniversuy
olegem.Nsuhm,hkeDr Ahgwekwr,a
eomctly.‘l‘hc“pohucscftheswmd”m}'

‘ §’l1uschangeandttsmeﬂlods the

~ coupd’ etat — were new. Their fesults became
~ riskier. Because, later on truth; myth, fear, or
hnpe.”_ over-mixed fut “clear - thinking - to -
ucam:mc Qpen ;\lwedwnhsutlml‘
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“out-g;hg" Meﬁ’wwa of powur;l
'nkﬁoumdemdaed.'lbymﬂlcm
ethoiv - mourners’ for the greats like Sir
Ahmadu Bello, Sir Abubakar, Chief S.I.
Akintola and Chief Festus Okotic — Eboh,

mweptopmly Nmmmdm_

from the ‘Niger Delta, recorded h:x very
pqnﬂm'lmPopular“Egbnwakwa”(me
Goat is crying). The goat is, in”various
cultural idioms, the king of foels. The Islamic
~ tagiyya, of loving the enemiy with your
tongue when you are weak, the Igbo ojemba
enwe ilo ever.hopeful peaceful co-existence
~ ideology, the Yoruba double-diplomacy of
up-and-cfown negotiations — often fine ~auned
t0 precision, and the minetity’s  frontier
wisdom of fence-sitting- alltlmealhﬂ:h‘
hardened issues in all directions. For the
coupists and their managers: had failed to
sccurc Lagos, Nigeria’s diplomatic capital.
There an Igbomian, the hlghest military
officer;  restored Federal Govemnment
mxﬂnorrty mpdsonedﬂ:emyndwals,md
yr.‘tmrootedregwmlgovmemsbyfommga \
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§A!mostsosqun,f0tmosteﬂnncs

5 nmmMIgbodanmamfunedm; -
- .and deepened the unknowns in politics, .

_ Foreign and local interests fused confusions
till 'Northem ‘Nigerian soldiers on 29 July,
l%wa@dammgemd'auﬂm,to

them ‘restored the 'old order. Agems

assmsnmedﬂlelgbolendmmdﬂendofj'
~ State, Major — Gen. J.T.U. Aguinyi — lronsi,

and his tour host, a Yoraba Governar, Lt. Col.

Fajuyi for, at the least, not betnymg his -
inaster as well as guest. Many Igho amy
~officers lost their lives. The.coup sponsors on

'd:cgmundnmednyomgoﬁccuw
>+i¥akubu Gowon “another
Mcommwpmmf‘%m

"."mthemr b!nsuccmorpresmdahmad_

| ?g

lear o, pelhaps, ‘meed not be-so. For

“Fnoughl”iSnotﬁxembuhnyofmgy

- politics. From May till September - 1967,

genocidalmltswenookmudymel@o

settlers — the diaspora in many urban centers.

Kaduna, Kano, and so on. The July massacres

beforelronsnsoustermwms

A »someothersouthemets,mlm'genumbers,_'.
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. "exceptmg perhaps, the Yoruba, deserted the
" host Cities of Blood — for home. Refugew, '
~ killers, and their sad storm rushed the nanon
into more dangers. A
CIVIL- WAR: B[AFRAAND .
- RECONSTRUCTION o
- §The Eastern  Regional Military
Adnuinistrator Li. Col. Emeka Odumegwu —
, Qyukwu,mﬂxfordhlswﬁanmpowcr with
wisdom and in sosrow, therefore, desired
survival for his people. The Consultative
Assembly comprising Eastern leaders-of —
thought- the elites of their communities —
-.gawhlm,atthat,themmdatetoleadthmto
freedom. - Almost- fiendiess - and - unioved,
those ‘easterners aooepted their will-to-pation.
" Theirs became the sovereign and Independent
stateomeﬁ'aﬂm hlsExeellemy Lt. Col. E.

-bcforethewoﬂd.Heavendeaﬂhmet.

| 'Freedom embraced life. Th13 new mmon_of"
| ‘wasmmvntatlontotheﬁoodhfedmdm&l
‘bfgonc deathful Nigeria®’. ‘

§ Like, the JoW for it.-freodom.sparks -

L powamwmeﬁmhmhimtfﬂwh]c
tbough.]‘me!s&nswhenw ¥ and obeyers —
" the masters and the so-calié&'servants quarrel -
" ‘and creaie tensions. qumgnoo;yam




, , 4“4
mmblamadmdedmdy Forthef
- Biafrans — newpeoplcm,andm,l-hstay—-tol
llwwastobeﬁ'ee After all, ﬂ!atysto 3
the chains tying them down for exploitery To
the Fedem!isu, to live was to! unitp
~ Nigetians by every means. It aiso inclide
* maintaining 'a vampite ruling class, o all
. costs. ‘A shouting war, now hot mdeed,'
erupted. Already, “talked” dnplomacy as
slippery as ever, failed. For it had become the
dialogleofthedeaf Events sharpened the -

vigilant ~ contradictions in Nigeria. Peace
emmd,tomanyasapubhcenemy War
. became an escape route for the conservatives.
- Between July, 1967 and 15 Jannary, 1970, the
Niget-Biaﬁa war - ate everything; mioney,
religion, morality, democracy, and youth.
Hlmgeranddxsme,watsomnpmnms,nnned
homes,stolech:kienmﬂ:euthousands A
hlttmghenedihemuch\mdemted“l{nbeh”
~ Tilt April 1968 when International Relief
‘Agencies flew in aid materials, the Biafrans,
mh:ghspmts,smpnsedthemloohngpnﬁt—
uekmswoﬂdpowmbeforeluckhom ‘
gw | §Bve|ywhetewar1sanotherschoul
showmedB;aﬁmexpertnse,mmﬁam&

--‘courage, and diplomacy. Traitors, tireless in,
mdendemicﬁo,allwarshnttheBtaﬁa*




homeland owing somewhm to ‘Superpower
-allimees‘..» Those respected - Great Britain’s
“legitimate” influence- in her ex-colony. This
bl_oc,atlem,vqps‘et'SovietRuSsia’sM '
gamble ia Nigeria from 1967 1o 1999, e
- § Mid 1968 10 1970, war o ¢
Strategy -as .in tactics, Wgtionaf

—— -



,Mhmory alteedynowd.Bwanber- ‘
1969, peace tasks bad crawled nearly thtee
years . through  conference “partying”, -
brinksmanship, and- foot-draggmg. All this
time, thousands upon thousands perished:in
Biafra from disease, lnnger, or bullet. - Till the
main records come into-open use, a short ey
'opmmnﬂmthlswarmﬂedmmyfonﬂ-
cambatants, thus stammg a. mlh abwt
Mauywmfar'e.
‘ §Rmstmcemoraleallﬂ:emes&ood;
high.Deaﬂxlostltsshoohfaodbecmegold,:.'
'Vroldmordaydecayed,amlhﬁaryaﬂmﬂascl_
ﬁ*mihe ~ashes of “Rebs” -and “Feds”,
: makis memmﬂneopm.l!ngadwr{ :
: masold:erm:gnlymmale’"
.byaﬂwoomls.iﬂeyﬂmlyhudedmelast.
delegation.. While Biafra’s . ever-popular

Excellencyﬂewwtmguammeepmeasthea" '

“Radio Anpouncer said no opposition or revolt .
marked this twist. The surender document on
15 Janmary, l970,mnmxha'probably~.
q,untravelledmad Wmmmdlowa,mas
Nﬁl}m aﬂvﬁuﬁwm &e
alwmﬁlledwﬂhﬂhuiou'lh“ﬂom
m.mguklmd" broadcast of General
[vas, Hend of Ihe FM




o Govemmmet foretold peace and etpn\myii
 § If war was never ends, so it seems,
peace still attracts leaders that re-mould the

- broken society. General Gowor a sincere.
headed Nigeria well into the postwar period
till 29 July, 1975 when Coup-makers taught
philosophy between 1970 ‘and 1975 centred

on  the Three R’s - Reconstruction.
Rehabilitation, and Reconcilation”. Honeyed

»

- miserable, and the uprooted. Surély war as
war' in lived history invents contract ]
- millionaires. It spreads corruption, bribery,
- fraud, and anomic™. As plots succeeded plots,
eiassmggledagaumfactsandhzstoncsby =
. fashioning an empire into a nation. o
L § Afer General Gowon, after Murtala
E Muhammed, and, if by an accident, ‘General
. Obasanjo next advanced niilitary rule. Its fire-
L fighting policy created an oil-boomed waste.
| Prestige-hunting featured. 'Still the ‘émphasis
L was on national security. By their roadworks, -
f hurried industries, _overfat _salaries, and
| tightlipped loyalties, the good dnd the bad,

slogans, these meant litile to the starving, the
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‘toarped. to ssy much in order to do tide,

419
iy
o

- 1979, agreed election for the political parties. .
[ As-a result the National Party of Nigeria
. (NPN) 'headed by Albmji Shehu Shagari, 8
" long-grade teacher-politician ~ for the
‘supposedly  wealthy and influential
conservatives rivaled the Nigeria People’s
Party (NPP). That was led by Dr. the Hon.
" Nnamdi Azikiwe, a scholar, for the middle-
~class liberal and petty-bourgeois groups.

\



Emuwe PrmdentdspnteﬂleUPNsnear’
victory. At all events, the new presidentialism
| mnmﬁmphntnwowﬁrmm A
m mllymg. and m noise”. Old .
f'f'?mmbwkmmmmge
. self-enrichment. Evenzfthemwx
{”vﬁneaarvd\enemmmm
- - robust, Nigeria’s pillowy dependence on oil
, dawedleadersmdamtmalike They
'now began a naira worship that created
porous borders, started a moncy culture, and
enriched smugglers. Many a kind person in
politics can be blind to fortune-hunters when
- managing public affairs. For the soldiery,
now wallowing in power, to the “foreign”
- investors eager to wash themselves in profit, a
sick democracy was in practice a mistake.
- 'l‘hecwpludas,likcﬂnen‘vmm ,




ﬁ ‘more change i
MW is md:gmous to cw:hzatwn and
e veanse. e m—————
™ " §Once égain, in Decomber 1983, the :

- =soldiers- pushed down the New Democracy
--and its-Alhaji Shagari. Their reasons, almost -
overused, concerned bad  government,

_ corruption, cml service slowness, idleness,
-~ sndwaste”. The incomer, General
© Mohammed Buhan an oil expert and
& disciplinarian, meant himself to clean uwp
77 Nigeria' because his administration had to
- provide security and order. For the first time,
nationals queued up for fuel and bankmg.

'Dtsmplme became a public policy”.

growth attracted many patriotic youths and
generally the students. The loud-mouthed
liberal press faced death through Decrees Nos
2 and 4. These penalized low-fact or lazy
journalism; padiocked editors’ mouths; and
frightened publishers. He a:med to protect
officials — and the nation®. Though order

* reigned, human wrongs overbalanced human
~rights. To play safe, as usual, the powerful
- civil service swam along and partied with the

- men of the moment. ‘The angry press soon lost

- its fangs but continued howling in secret.

o '§ From one coup, it was a short .
Joumey to. another In August 1985, another
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boldspmtpqlkdmNmm This

soldner-soldler cmts, an W clvil “""

wi R : ll-‘".,... - a ',rn'g'
telecommmxcauons, B“PPONBS W‘m
and doing active foreign politics. This time
 machine politics began Leudms Pdmw X

'(SDP) one forﬂxench,meotherfm
rising middle and working classes.

~ § Open and direct voling in public
places received the name OPTION A4%,
Supporters by i, filed behind their candidates.
Bribery and corruption, by other means, kept
people busy, night and day, thus leading to
the “browning” of Nigeria bocausc suchlike
envelopes carried monies for target groups.
Before all the lower candidates from ameng

the grassroots could be eloctod, the Militesy
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‘President, for almost cheap reasons, abored

election — the presidential. His government
expelled the electees. Hard-faced, this able
leader looked blank in most photographs. By
1993, events appeared overheated and too tall
for him. Public opinion rejected cheating:
~ Groups shouted their angers to generate
~protests. The General, a skillful master, read
the signs correctly and zig-zagged his exit.
He bowed out to escape the looming crisis by,
in his words “stepping -aside”. Probably
politics needed a business-drilled citizen.
§ Chief Emwt Sonekan, a Yoruba

But words deceive humanhnd, more so m
politics. For him “authority” was a brief hoor.
- He seemedtoholdpowa'mm
because the army breathed down his- neck. -
Easily, another top eye-glassed soldier,
General Sani Abacha, a long insider, scared
the acting civilians, well-dressed as they
looked, away. Big money, noisy youth,
intimidated citizenry — all looked away. From
_Abachanomics to General Abubakar, (1993
1998) a dictatorship rested on stafe terrorism,

' arm-twnstmg tactic, moneyed lobbymg, youth
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5. conleach. M

.emmcm%?mmmatmebm ~
gerians; in effect continuéd to be’
born, to struggle on, and to die. Friends,
relations, adventurers — all flocked to sypport
the . leader for d:ffermg reasons. The
Consumer Society had arrived. Buying and
selling foreign goods became more important
than manufacnmng local goods, Economc

' cvetywhere, : B
“hmmhated” the educated, and 1gnored old
morality. By all means, success turned into a8 "
new god. More churches arose with shuﬁ:’ng o
followings. “Incorporated” ones, possibly, the &
churchesoftheomwsed”elbowedthelrwny'i""}

into the missionary movement. National -
- society went normless. Her ever-changing
rules or methods must be noted while the

atlracteddebatw” All brands, indeed, teach
‘ that b1g money is what capltahsts get from



o §Uponﬂnsenvwmi’
. General Abubakar, thrown up by the ushappy
—mmostmmm

. e M
' -(PDP),ﬂieAllmoefaDumaacy(AD)md -
the All Peoples’ Party (APP), to name thetop
ones. Hard grass rooting canvassing - ¥rom.
conviiilbns

~  the primaries onward to the final

.emnedthePDPltsleadashlpuﬂlemi-
most  states, and in  majority local

".gommts.PmdmtOlusengbmn,

General turned__politician, a tradio-modem -
Yoruba - chief: re-planted Democracy. He
mmedtogwengenansaﬁrmpmgrmne
~ that would open the nation.

§Even if folk w:sdom sugmts, of
course wrongly that citizens do not leam any
lessons from history, since it stands barren of
them,ﬂnsmquy provides some. Because,
_Instory is the first pubhc teacher of
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CHAPTERIV

SMLESSONSFROMTH]SEB‘I‘ORY"
| - § History is a continuous open social-
»pm.hevmlmmdmeyuemy |
" cannot be good' guides. As such, statemen, -
polﬂ:clms.mdotherciﬁmleunnsmeﬁll
leunns ‘ﬁlr their sumval wnlnn dmr ‘
ln@aﬂmtopovmy | '.
- § From 1960, ﬂns lndepmdmoe
wobblesaheud. anedmesnsvalwot

dmmi “Yet w0 live is to faee endlm_
‘.ptoblemswhwhfnct‘teechapahenoem,as%'

would replwe'and ‘even control patriots.
Wlthom true patriotism in the midst of self -
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,'seghng.ﬂ)eAnglo—Nagenaernplfe may

'Edomdmherctbmcssomambeatlaud&st, .

 Jgbo, Hausa, Fulani, Yorubs, Efik

CO n T
ks J e -

"- o Bt

|, ol inge § .

: _pre oouptlmcs theWestemRegmnwason
" fie because politicals, called thugs, and other
" agents, worsened lifc by August 1965. Such -

- badly - managedumests,oﬁmlmkedtnsmu_
" wnthnmcnonnll someacuvema;mshmmi

old Nigeria. They, thereby, halted drift,

. suﬁ'ermg;ami'pamc Briefly, to theu' surpnse
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: § Though fears and hopes were
unequal, angers and tensions followed suit. -

- “Militocrats”, playing in wider politics,

scratched some ethnic champions hard. Those *
replied with a counterrevolution — something

critical that the majors failed to combine with

their own movement. As regmmhst politics
mixed with local prides, their union poisoned

the Nigerian environment enough .to inject

~ further violences. These, sad to note; ended in
scapegomng and mmﬂenng many Igbo

'escape ﬁ-om northem states to thc:r homeland

. — ihe Eastern Regwn That oxodus that

' peppeted the national crises toughened the

Igbo.

- §Humansuffennglsastubbomforce‘
It turned so loud and cruel that victims
decided to make a stand. They did so by
dymgonﬂnelrfeetrathermm“lwmgontheuf
- knees”. That way, they would be fiee, secure,

{ somgn,mdmdepuuht.On!hemnde,

e 1-;7; ‘t-‘.$—u»'.j':"f o

‘,’ 'ﬂmﬂood“dm*kemys,mtheoﬁm the
Avezm ‘Every bridge to place had fallen in.
? guimers: rushed on; probably; m-oemplete-
1gnonmce of war. ‘The civil war .named
 sometimes the Nigem . ‘Biafra - war, that
lastedﬁommd-l%?tonnd—.lammy
mpasndmtoumm It came
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 around dressod in waste and blood. Though
" Death knocked both side’s into doubting the
A wudomofwar,uprovednothmgforthe‘
much — shouted unity, akeyslomdmnglt. A
» Disanit® remainsnan issue " since political
violeneenmsleeps,smoeethmcfmm

heart.ltmalwaysasdakmdtreacherousasa
- forest. Soldier — adventurers held the stage
butsoonpassedbyasatribe But Nigeria and
herpeoplesuywnhﬂmrfears,haneds,and
- groupisms.: Building things up  rather than
hmnanbeingsmﬂmsbem:sleadmg, SE
§V101eme,cmlwar,bayonetpohhcs

ofl960t01999 Reuhbleorg
thoughtful,ﬂ]cyhadﬂmmnsfa‘tmematkey«
.. unbelieving " political elites. apphed them. -
" Those workable laws. became; in their hands,
gml(y documents from yesterday till
 tomorrow. Law usually fails whenever it
nguo:es pubhc opinion or else depends on

oﬁictals Their failures need not
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beforgottalnowormﬂ\eﬁmmm*
- requires the rutes‘of-law, not the mlebfmm
orafwonm ,
© L § K dach law dwompose thmud:‘
,m post-war fEconstruction based on...
'_WWMmm As later
,...mmmmmuomstshetpﬁj
\ ‘"“théiot:aheliefpmmotﬂsmf“f

smokyfaoe nmexm«'swdheana

. unsolved. . Him-f gIves

.«reﬁmmw@m“llmm"
. even foodstuffs, could soften their heartaches
without attentive: statesianship. Decades‘.
_after, observers still -emphasize 3 |

sponsors ﬁsh;yeyes -

"Nb balanced ~ pational “histors
cm'nculum heals the wounds. For a tow-
history dict has-imprisoned ethnics i m;:-‘
locafities: -}t has 1éR “their feirs: mw

mmahmbmlﬁsmnom. Togovanagamstf"”-
- her or with a distorted knowledge while -

| " searching for unity amounts to combing the

; windfa-it.mmleadmrqmemism’
. mother. In~ her” main  role, “she - teaches

humenkind survival via wisdom. - |
- § Bes:deapoorh:stoncaledlmm,‘
' Nigeria stands wealthy among ~nations.
Tappmg her resources - without managenal
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wisdom or caution enriches foreigners and
- their client hosts. Contract bridges, railways,
secretariats, alrpons oil pipelines involve
mountains of naira, Within this abundance, -
several citizens live with hunger and sleep
- upon disease. If ‘anything, waste kills namns
fwhrfe d!scomugmg investors.

- § Who, cmzensnmyask,aremoseﬂlat
ﬁmd investments:: They own - profit-seeking
. capital. Whether nationals, foreigners or
- cmbms.ﬂley influence the economy much.
) ;.!n men' actions, they beemne neo-colonial -
: who scheme for gains” everywhere i
- Nigeri ateswﬂt,serveasgeneml"
consumers for foreign “products. - This
weakmed pomhon re-mwtes nhpmalm A

“to pmtect “herself by mm.mg i lmm
mpltal by educutmg ﬂxe youths and by
S § Since consumers change natlonals
‘can adapt 50 fastwheaposmy booms. “Phat
‘!.,.evﬂhm_ws ‘alive and-ups 5

Mpwmy, Mpud&%s, hketbe
Acquired  Immune Deﬁc:mcy Syndrome |



4

'(AIDS) -all - demand for a stable nation,

practical leadership, and nanonahst h:storml '

educatton
§For the academle hlstman hvmg in

- 'I-[tstory s laboratory, nmly tlus wide world -

6



m a colomal State wlmedaialeuhn'
rmdmrmalnquy What the British ~
achmd,atthebe&,maddmgwtmﬁnmd o




least, bocause leaders underused History — the
~ hinge of all subjects. In all generations, no

~ peaple wisc and wiser. Nationalism, in this
Epoch of Democracy, remains a main tool for -

s hﬂkofﬁdxtoaedeawle
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