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hact of Gender Discrimination on the Participation of women inRural Dey, 85

He cultures and traditions 1o suit their own interests. Therefore, the
re women's socio-economic life are unfairly moderated by the men
1 is the core of rural economy and unfortunately women do not inherit
d in most rural societies. Rural world is “patriarchal” - it is dominated
4 ruled by men.

Traditional education which is learning about the ways of life of
Bl people. According to Adesina (1988), it

CHAPTER 62 THE IMPACT OF GENDER
DISCRIMINATION ON THE
PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

BY

Concerns itself with the teaching and learning processes of the
natives. It curriculum, methodology, organization and
administration are entirely patterned to reflect the beliefs,
customs and experiences of the society, which the child lives,

~ LN.AGUENE |
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AB 5 2
AKALIKI The objectives of traditional education are political, social and

economic. General, the education of women is centered on
I WT/ RODUC 'TION domestic affairs, the responsibilities of a mother to her child

and a wife to her husband. In the and, traditional education
strives to prepare the individual as @ functional and useful

dil g 0 ldd("O “99-) abOlll /0 /0 Of th / ¢ Ch
ceor gt S / ¢ U\Ol]ds | Ve 1 Hy | S ]
poo est Ine':“ber Of SOClety or comi nun“\" imn \'t'hl he hVeS-

live in rural arcas and engage primarily in subsistence produg

He opined that if sustainable improv i ivi

provement in the standard of livingl§ W iti i
iy . nmpr . 4 e can therefor
third world is to be achieved, it will start in the rural areas in genera 8 hhehus oo 1) CUNEL i

the agricultural sector in particular. gmen at a_disadvamaged posilion. Hence, the notion a'about \.homf:n as
According to Lele (1975) rural development implies im rpg oy fo,men. This OVl ?ISO -be Ll pf}nferlomy
living standards of the mass of the low-income AN .p. \plex among some women, Therefore, in most rural societies all over
R e fO\IA !“CO""” population residife world, women are seen as inferior to men and have less power 10
o acc01';iinlog i %z?‘ecs? of t'1e1rldedxelgp'mfen‘l self-sustaifgke decisions affecting not even themselves. Al times their husbands
developn;em o b:yon d aEricullt]t?rl:lyinddz"o1 Kator (“?94), fermine what is good for them. Women are yet to occupy their full
fiia chasit i haring LR ‘Om‘,‘i growth. It cdgrsl\lg) roles mainly due to cultural set-up. Okafor (1987) contended
ik ihiql?;rlo::lh air sharing of social and economic benefits resuiat ;n ngeria and in many African countries the women have not taken
PCE e ) their due roles in leadership. The greatest problem being culture

7| o f . B
women z?ea";l:);e}?;;r I(:)l\f\,f::est:uge:l‘ b \»omg ',1 'ancf ey 3 k ich relega‘gd women to the background, thus we have been born, bred
i idie g i ?an men. Everywhere in id nurtured in this cultural set up and the generations before us who
untries women a5 a group, have fewer advantages and fuld have led us to take up roles are those who promoted this very
ilonger hour; thin men. Women go to farm with their husbands and lture banning us from ﬂ;eseproles s are p b

hey ¢ i . Y , _ :

falg”;o :Zafc}vlél::g\,:ﬂl\ﬁ; efﬁ': :Zrlkhe;;gh(')ld,re,“ and elso ool Despite cultural inhibition, there are other factors responsible for
S * pinion are often ;R;I:ys inactive participation in rural development. These include male
S e , mass apathy, poverty, lack of awareness and high level of
up to acTc:;(t)utﬁt lsl::?ci}:lzosc E':sstserflfi;o ‘;‘;lez; t:;m’ g;rlls ar;c! bo?'s are bogiteracy among rural women. Owing to the discriminatory tendency on
R LN ey live which in most @men, riral development is et to get immediate and serious attention'it
social ::,s%::,l ]er:' :/r;]pgfssmn. B)l gelll)dcr oppression: ye. Mealt the‘ ‘.v serves. Care (1996) noted that the traditional Afghanistan women have
Nt ; Ich one sex 1§S e?n‘plzi.ced in fm inferior positidW status in Islamic society which make their lives particularly difficult
rdinate to the other. The rural world is men’s world and the ‘“omen rely entirely on their husbands' families for suppoit, and the

{
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det o

husbands™ death often mean that widows and their children are
feed themselves. This makes many of widows suffer from

i All colonial officials shared a belief that the role of role
depression after the death of their husbands.

women was that of household helpmate It.o. me.]r}I; and] tl}::
i realm of politics. The coloni
women were outside the proper : il
) i i female leaders: they often

ers did not try to manipulate ;

ggr:ven know that female leaders emsigd. 'An'xong the lgl?0,

for example, the British made a male ‘Obi |mo' a sa!ar;‘ed'

official, but by-passed his female counterpart, the *Omu’ thus

detroyingthe ‘dual-sex’ political system.

Causes and Forms of Discrimination Against Women

Walby (1990) provides a useful starting point when she 1
patararchy as “system of social structures and social practices in g
men dominate, oppress and exploit women”, Gender is s

constructed in the sense that differences in the behayviour of malg t+ for women liberation can be associated with the
females are learned rather than being the meritable result of biologd 1€ dues long societal values according to Okwuobi (1988). He
In Beijing, China in September, 1995 which is 20 vears aftgio" o.f the age orTg - behaved naturally according to their feminine
of Mexico city in 1975 which was the first world conference on wg that m t!1e pas‘l“omen 1 and admiration of their male counterparts.
The Beijing conference articulated 12 areas constituting obstacl® and enjlo yed‘ t:z Sl;:)ei(;use of changing value system women are
WOMEN:S advarcemesit, Nuafor dind Fzsge (1998) noted that ;gd'-:ﬁi tgo]:tlm?éh.ylvle therefore, advised women to be themse!ves and
8- the idea of seeking equal social recognition and respect IW“h ’“e“r;
urther argued that the slogan that “wha.t a man can do, a woman tl:a
Rven better” is an illusion. This is a typical example of male hostility
inst women. .
g According to Ogbonna (1987) rural wo!nenla‘re Sllﬁl";‘;]t;dl;‘;
Inferiority complex. loss of self-ésteem and lack of confifster’s bullying tendenci_cs of the men folk “’ l:,hw(.:;rr?cl;gnized. In
are the greatest impediments to women's effective contribution tofits of the tural women into the rural Ty l;xen coo the it o
development. Nwankwo (1987) remarked that no one can make§own contribution Obayi (1989) nated thrt f.':lc] aF 1 chidren: Care
tangible contribution to development if one is not self-enhancedale children in lhf?lr famnl.les as almost l\? h" S gsdhoie e
therefore advised women 1o develop self-confidence and stop suffg?6) noted that in certain areas of .A] ghan:e Gaon Brdned Fom
from inferiority complex. She maintains that only when women & Z‘?‘e“ta'lm Imtlmas are in control. gitls hay
igher values, the j -an thev talk ibuting effectEnding schoal. _ ; S
::gl:llzln;::gﬁi lll)lrc(:;:;f;,onl) then can they talk of contributing effect 4 Nigel.'ian wornen Fava pak subjeclefl. m];‘é?%u::t:;s[hz :I]:ies
Western influences especially the impact of colonialism | itical, social, economic and cultural ﬁel(1§. l:z‘e g'ables Bk tasatice
the women’s apathy to politics and developmental programgssentially because of two self - reinforcing ::\l-';lenl R A
According to Ntunde (1990) the Aba women's riots of 1920 and he capitalist far i orgamzall;)l\ﬂ?al pretend to guaraniee
British refusal to recognize the women’s War as a collective respon$®S: PToVSions in several legal syste mh e e thotgit
the abrogation of rights and the enactment of the 1933 reforms fuality of all before the law. Secondly. in the pas‘;‘ 5 thie iy nagls:
fed to loss of women’s power and collective action. She further arg2s only good in child elHE NG TERE Ry cdoo r::lcv businesses. Thus
that missionary education did not favour the political growth of wogh® chores, fimitsd agrichilfural practiceg enc.p life were unfairly
as they were trained to become good mothers and wives, ording to him their entire socio-economic i

these areas include poverty, education and training. health,
violence, armed  conflict, economy, decision-making,

institutional mechanism, human rights, media, environment
and the girl-child,

: & . derated by the men 5
The colonial masters ignored and deprived women of Y ; " R
e T C e I s s Itis not an overstatement that most aspects of Nigerian customs,
power. Their efforts were channeled towards domestication of \»0@ s i in the best comparative
On this, O*Barr (19984) noted that: ditions, beliefs and values do not place women in the i
3 ! k fvantage. Thus, the contributions of Nigerian women, 1o ru
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development inspite of their rich potentials and natural virfg 3
being neglected and curtailed, Secondly, most women aref
overcome the inferior mentality or psychological inhibition trad
inflicted on the rural women by their male counterparts,
Some rural are yet to identify and appreciate the great p
capabilities of women in every aspect of life and unless the ruf
learn to give women every opportunity to develop their talents unf§
is done the enormous contribution of women will elude us, ,
At present the contributions of women to the rural €co ‘e Role of Women in Rural Development
seriously undeér estimated — the ‘invisible women® syndrome. Adg

; . 7 ; : ) s the
to Idriss (1992), official statistics rarely make any effort to meg All the evidence according to 1driss (1992), suggests that
even though it is more than clear that not just unpaid household

; their

® oorer the houschold, the more hours women work ?llld ('hngrr:al;:om :

the farm and trading activities of women make a vital and sigjle vestment in both economic production and' family we awc.)mn -
contribution to the well-being of poor rural households, Accorlls vion of multiple disadvantages often as single parents,

0 v' .
Fove to one in which they contribute and benefit three-fold-in the home,

Onokerhoraye and Okafor (1994), in the case of women the comill . Rt
of farm and household responsibilities may amount to as manj I socicty at large and, not the least, in the developmen ?

hours ar more. Rural women do not have the luxury of comingeneration.

from work and putting up their feet to rest. Straight from the fany i Ogunjimi (1994:16), noted that the traditional won;an lSrj:;:; t‘;\fe
are children and household chores to attend to. Only at bedtime @11-1rades in the home — the cook, the washerwoman, thf 2 t:a.neIl dnil
opportunity 1o rest, hild incubator. While, according to Emuakpar (1981:] -)qlul; 'Zlens of
In their own contribution, Nwafor and Ezegbe (1998) noteBNigerian sefting, women bear the major share of tradchaO \t\llq v
fthe work in agriculture, animal husbandry3 fO_Od Pl'0°°55"1a-l. L'l T
The traditional family ~ life values leaves the females with &6 1 shortage in addition to home and family tasks. Obviously,

more marriage burdens than their male counterparts. The g ditional woman works for longer than her male cpunterpart. =
Ni_ge{'ial) sociel)f expects the wemen in marriage to plgce : Women form the bulk of peasant farmers in lhlc rural ulreas‘ :I (:so
il ntons o The o e s e te loca commnis ad i L
not and are not punished. rAccording to Okoye (1979), agricultural War .)0 nd ploughing,
replanting activities, such as land preparation, digging and p WToran
followed by planting the seed cutting, hoeing and weeding. o=

account for between 60 to 80 percent of agricu'lmra.l labqur Forf:e in rur
areas. Women do preservation processing rcqu'u'ed in agrlCl.lhlllIC.f i
Women often gather leaves and other items that animals eel i
 Their work also include grazing sheep and goats and in ?‘?mszafcice;%
Okwuosa (1992) noted that women are discouraged 1o of €VeN caitle, which means walking over long (i:j‘?l?;:: s do other
themselves with matters of public governance in the community. Aggd Pasture or water. In case of’caltle, A ml, 1 come about their
political commitment is considered unfeminine and unhealthy for women. § Preservation processing that might be required. _“ et female atiimal. by
Sex role stereotyping serves to exclude women fiom public | animals either by buying them or could be given a em.’i deb e
Oputa (1987) noted: somebody to keep so if the animal reproduces they cou : de g s
- female animal by somebody to keep so if the animal reproduces ])s
| could share them proportionally. Often they look after the family anima

the myth of women as a scxua.l functiona'ry still per?l‘s)ln 1ln
....... tures.... The definition of a person in 1'er'ms o' ‘ 51/
i 'l' f their personhood 1S stnanglyquag
Tl 'c;1 Males, their correlatives, are not hmncq in
dc?ersz:::::;fd .lo only the sexual or child giving funcucu?,
;:,lellrtlfe challenges of reality are Ie.gunr'me (Sjphf-r'?e f(()); ::;]1;
superior capacities. This is an undisguised doctri

chauvinistic superiority.

arriage may 4

In the Gambia, under International Fund for Agrick
Development (IFAD) - financed Jahaly and Pacharr Projects accl
to Idriss (1992), it was found out that women who had traditi

cultivated swamp land were losing access to men onces the [a
improved.
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erage of the twenty-five countries are shown,

all workers on the av administrative and supervisory

according of Aguene (1998). In a number of African countries, nof en in female —dominated occupations.

Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Benin, the role of market womes osts tend to be held by men.
been well documented. In theses places. they account for up o
percent of trade foodstuffs and the provision of rural areas with esself;
according to Onokerhoraye and Okafor (1994),

Women are mostly responsible for effective distribution
supplies of goods, particularly food items and services to and from cig
According to Aguene (1998), thus, women play indispensable rofd
the commercial life of nations, Even where they are secluded, {

i icties (NCWS)
i uncil of Woman Socmt_les ( . ;
at;"%:a}"cg:ral government of Nigeria on Tuesday, June 19, 199

. ; Kol i sz e
i i esponsibility of ensuri
' i li el body imposing on it the T ' !
manage 1o process foodstuffs and other items for their little childregnaugurated “:.l;“ ofywmf:en in national development in the ares of
sell for them, Women also dominate such industries as pottery, ogu!! Pili'glglg? :: T el s Soea i S
| J ices i mo
Weaving and catering services in most areas.

ro
; ; y . re schemes,
Women play very important roles in the environmental sanita>< 12

. . Although, Decre¢é No.30 of December 7. 1989 cslabhsh,l.ng le}::
of the rural societies, According to Aguene (1998) by keeping hox - n for women also stipulates among others that governm
village squares, village shrines, market places, churches, and other so O"IT I:;S:::(Zm'ding to Akpanya (1999):
centers clean therefore play indispensable role in enhancing the puf ‘ll) Establish bodies in the states and local government for women.
health of rural societies,

; ; L ization an d
o : 8) 'Monitor and liaise with appropriate government organizati
Many of the nurses, midwives and other para-medical staff in@y=/ "
dispensaries, health centers and hospitals in most rural areas are W

i i i b matters
international bodies including United Nations organs of

: : i ent
) . A ? 3 : concerning women and developm s far il
staying around sick relations in the rural hospitals, treating of woundd AYeThg comr%xission will also take over the control of better life for rura

the family are mostly done by women. They show sympathy and cal__ e s programme now family support programme.

stitute ; into raisi itical awareness amongst

G (1969), noted that Madam Tinibu saw 10 it dgi7) [he body should look into e e ol
hmuly . notec adam Tinibu saw to | o s focus on national unity. ’
© women. It also should focy St

colonialists di j ecessarily domineering inflias A ; it ersy should be rejecte
\.olol?lglirstsD did not hfal\e unnLccs:s,;|1 1[3 do:;meeflmg n;{ﬂumce ]?\;r‘ #  and religious sentiments generating controversy sho d
weak Dba Dosumu of Lagos. Late Madam Funmi ayo Ramson Kut a
expressed great interest in the political development of Nigeria aff According to China today (1995), Chinese womendha\'ﬁ eql‘::'l

: g A : / Sl - : _ i itically. socially, and culturally.
agitated against the payment of Ta.x by women in .\beok.uta. A nghts with their male counterparts politically. socially A aselety
women relatively are now elected into legislative houses in the lod Similarly there are on a par with men both at home AR . b»"
government, state and federal houses of representatives, Some wor According to the editorial prior to this state of paradise enjoye =

s ; R TR e S i o, : ression
are local government chairpersons, commissioners, advisers, elc, Chinese women, they have suffered the worst opp

Madern economy necessitated a rapid change in the roles played F discrimination more than any other part of the world for several tl1?t;)§?1\(:
men and women. Women started taking paid employment and doing ¥ vears of dynastic rule in China, But Chinese women fought evcr9)4 :] :,
sorts of work either to augment whatever the husband can provide o hard as men when the people’s republic of China came up in 19Ch,_ ) i
carry the entire burden of the family, (particularly at the death of #f finally won their independence and freedom. For instance, Chines

husband). Women are mainly engaged in commerce and servid women now have the right to marry whom they wishcd'and‘thc rngl]t tg
industries. They are found in an overwhelming proportion in low pek keep their. own family names after weeding and in property an
jobs whether unskilled, skilled, or professional. According to E"inheritance ete. g

(1979) an analysis of twenty-five countries shows that certall
occupations are almost completely filled by women examples includ
secretaries, nurses, cleaner, dress making etc. where 80 per cent or mo t,
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Ewegbara (1987:5) observed that Nigerian women aref
becoming like their more liberated counterparts in Western Furopg
America. He also noted that the traditional societal norms which u

' i 4, W ve been formed into
relegate the women to the background and place them undefl \driss (1992) noted that in Honduras, women ha
protective custody of men are fast dying out. However, this is obtaig

s and provided with credit for Agricultural productiop. The %l;o;:);:
| | | fach in Nepal in the production credi
mostly in the urban areas but with the co-operation of every body if pach has also proved succgssful in ?\c%al in l‘hwzl:\m e
it 8! women project where disadvantaged rura
Ogan (1987) maintained that the fight for w

: ivities. This project 1s aimed
omen’s proper plg t for both individual and gmup'ﬂcm |;|ic‘is(.)”1$|\;?]dl32(;l‘:ial status of
for both male and female, He was surprised that women lack such$sively at improving the economic con

o Wt ine neratin
esteem that they actively take part into turning themselves chattles§og poor rural women by _PTO\’““"B credit .fOL IR o &
opined that illiterate women do not have equal ability when comp@ities. training and community development work. Ty
with literate women to resist societal discrimination, He there®Ty China, under Sichuan livestock Dcvelo?n1c11t 2;?{ i
recommended adequate education for women to equip them to 8 (1992), experience has shown that women

: < § TR ! RS i i their involvement in
realize their rights-education, economic political etc. Mgada (19878ort services in numbers proportional Lc:l e et the
her part noted that there should be no sexual discrimination in educat stock production, if proper attention Is giv &

itis the hope of every Nigerian patriot, that waor

: i livestock cti ercent were
men should be educatdfaning stage. Of trainees in livestock prfo d‘:l-v.“o::;‘ei? Eurvevs were
help develop our dear country. fien. In the planning and design stages of this project, )

i T ¢ uction. Their
Ozigboh (1998) quoting Trotter (1975) who said that the ho ducted on women's involvement in livestock prod

the root unit of the social environment and that if the total environmetirest in the project. possible increase in labour demand, interest In
to be improved if the human organism is to live in harmony with®iving training, etc, were all mapped out. ioi i family support
environment, these relationships must be learned at the source- inf#One organization that needs our S}JCC'al Ein'em‘lloi?dlo £Xirs. Marvai
home in the family. In order to make this training of the young possifgramme for rural dwel'lers in Nigeria - albmm ch 5 thé el e
it would be necessary to educate the largest half of the populatifacha, which involved in September 1994, 05 Onl:rlv for.the elevation
women. In his own contribution, (1990) opined that a mother’s leveimoting rural development in general\ but pa}flctl Aguene (1998), The
education has a positive effect not only on her children’s health but gthe social status of women " the rural .a'taS'CrB‘?\- are as follows :
their progress in school, ‘Rily support programme strategies, according to CBN, are as

Adigwe (1987) noted that women are the bedrock of agricul by 0 : bout their rights and
activities and ways of improving their economic [ife and that of f 1) Raising the consciousness of women a cial and political
country include the following: 2 responsibilities in the areas of economic, socid

a[“s ||] s to inj i d Capital
j " EI'IdS al d C]all S. ¥ A l

the rural person Aguene (1998).

development; g

*2) Maobilizing women for a better understanding and resolution o
their problems through collective action. L

- 3 o J e qtion, family

3) Educating women on simple hygiene, improved nutrition :

(i) introduction of co-operative societies in all communities
women should be encouraged to be members
(i) location of art and crafts centers in various local governr : ' )
communities an d equipped with small modern machines! planning, child care, ca re th“Sba‘Td‘. les in all spheres of
enable them to produce their crafts in an open market. L 4) M9b‘l'2"‘_g women o seck Ieade‘!shlp m[.l'sml status through
(ili)  Provision of machinery for clearing, plugging and harrowing g ;‘,T“O“a] life and to improve their educatior '
~ iteracy programmes. s :
Enligh-le‘:\iné women, on opportunities and facilities available to
them in their local government areas.

What matters is not the provision of ¢
which credit is tailored to suit the
tradition societies, credit instituti

wh
-

redit per se, but the way!
requirements of the rulers people.
ons include private money lendef
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. participation
¥ 1. N, Agueg mination on the Partici

pact of Gender Discri

|

6) Skills and their development. credit facilities and estaf " = aEnE
of cottage industries. Riunde F. (1990). Unpublished Lecture Note. b
% : ] ‘s Effective contribution
Couclusion Kuwankwo, K. (19873 ‘.Il’l:;):rd‘g‘:;;:\:;)d\\:lmﬁ?es éccasion of Women
" o Progress
Gender roles are cultural rather than biologically determig tEducat%ﬁn Campaign at Ezza L. G Ner ¥
only child bearing that is exclusively done by women. Big 1979) “African Women in changing Rural Economies 1M
characteristics do not bar women from particular occupations. Tk Dkoye, A.P.( o No. 57 PP 63-65.
the mother’s role is a cultural construction. This is how the courier, N0 >/ PP- : 4y Rural Development
everywhere lacked generally recognized and culturally valued a B nokerhoraye Andrew and Qkafor F‘ranc'ls (\T‘)l9 )BEl:in i & e
Socialization into gender roles has the consequence of pi and planning for Africa, Benin City: 1he
rigid and inflexible expectations of men and women. The sexualf Series for Africa.
of labour must be eradicated in all areas of our social life.
We are not advocating revolutionary changes in the
Rather we advocate reforms that take place within the existing
structures. Through meaningful legislation and change of
Secondly, through the eradication of sexism and stereotypical ¥
women and men from the socialization of children into adulthocdi#e
To harness women potentials in rural development, there @
need to pressurize the government to enact laws which will g : - ootonin Hay, M, ). and Stichter,
harmful traditional practices like early marriage, widowhood pifO'Barr, J. (1984), *Africa Women in f o\mtf “l ~)'l;o;1d0n: J.ongman
land ownership, ete. However, the education of women should b S. (eds.) African Women South of Sahara. -
center of any meaningful reform. 1 Group.

: ; X amen's Political Powerlessness in
- / 992) “Sources of women § e
i uos?\;i;\:'ris’ mn z\yoade et al.. (eds.) women and politics I Nigeria,
Lagos: Malthouse Press Lid.

[ 3 ‘ *s Effective contribution 10

i C. (1977) “Impediments 10 women s _ ,

g Cprégress?’ A ppaper presented  at {he Occasion of Women
Education Campaign at Awka.

fou : ‘nati nal of studies in the
“Obi, Mabel A. O. (1998) hnema?lona\ ‘Joun_n\l.om‘ o
Humanities Volume 1 No. 1 Nsukka: International/

studies in the Humanities.
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