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(). To arbitrate the conflicts between their own
capitalists. %

(0).  To guarantee optimum sudations under which
private companics could exploit Africans.

A number of steps were taken by the Colonizing
European powers to guarantee the maximization of
their economic interests through the exploitation of the
resources  of Colonized territories.  Chinweizu
according to Ekpe and Okereke 2002 observed that:

To take out of African use or occupancy
whatever land they wanted and they simultaneously
assembled African labour to mine the land for gold,
copper, diamonds, asbestos, tin, iron and zinc or to
form it for wool, cattle, tobacco, timber, sugar,
bananas, coffee, cashews, sisal, palm oil and kemels,
cotton, cocoa, rubber and groundnut. But as the
African people were reluctant to depose themselves of
their land and unwilling to work for the profit of

. Europeans, and as the Europeans wanted had to be
confiscated and African labour compelled.

< Neo-Colonialism

Nkrumah (1980) noted that it is possible that
neo-colonial control may be exercised by a consortium
of financial interests which are not specially
identifiable with any particular state”. With the social
and institutional foundation already lajd, the transition
to the neo-colonial political economy was easy.

Nigeria Peoples and Culture

- Williams (1980) observed that colonial political
cconomy established the material and institutional
+ foundation for the development of the neo-colonial
political economy. In their own contribution Ekpe and
Okercke (2002) noted that: Inspite of the claim to
independence, the  meo-colonial  cconomy s
. characterized by expatriate domination of investment
opportunities, made possible by access to credit, «
technology and managerial skills necessary for
industrial production, This situation inhibits the
accumulation and  re-investment of capital = by
indigenous _entrepreneurs who lack the  resources
necessary to compete with vertically integrated
multinational corporations. = >
The introduction of formal or modern education
marked the beginning of a formalized process of
cultural imperialism it is a well known fact that
cducation is onc of the miost effective channels of
cultural transmission. Perhaps, because of the
subtleness of the instrument its imperialist objectives
are not usually obvious.
This  external orientation perpetuated

neocolonialism and left the third world people
psychologically and socially disoriented:

d.  Christianity
The influence of Christianity and Islam

It was the village catechists who were
responsible for the dissemination of missionary
‘propaganda artd-whom the converts looked upon for
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oral and spiritual direction and examples. There were
*#door-to-door evangelisms. The missionaries invoked
considerable open aif preaching in village and market
squares. 8001, people without distinguishing  the
doctrinal differences bewween catholic and Anglican
gathered in mission stations. They built Christian
Villages and the inmates were supervised by the native
agents with occasional visits by the missionaries
themselves
Those who become Christians by cleaving t0
the new order introduced by the missionaries rejected
working out their own salvation Within the traditional
religious Milliew Mbiti (1969:237) noted that
Missionaries' effort has been directed toward
drawing converts away” from traditional “life
“owards what missionaries thought was proper,
eivilized and Christian expressiot of the new fuith

Tlggu (1974 3) observed that missionaries
concentrated in stopping the barbaric aspects of the
traditional life like twin Killing, human sacrifice and
ritual murder and other  atrocities committed by the
traditional people, It also challenged Igbo belief as
well as social contro methads like divination and
consultation of oracles [1also hallenged the place and
authority of dead ancestors recognized in the cult of
ancestors.

Some converts had total neglect on the traditional
religion as wils preached to them by the missionaries.

Nigeria Peoples and Culture

the role of the Okpata (first bone son) was also
questioned. Metuh (1985:164) observed that this has
affected the Okpalas role in two ways some Christian
converts now question the religious authority and role
of Okpala as the mouth-piece of the ancestors. In some
families the office of Okpala itself has !'fallen” on
Christians some of -whom have turned it dewn.

The knowledge and honesty of the diviners
have been questioned by Christians claiming that they.
have secret agents who listen to village gossip and
watch suspected people. The same said Christians have
doubted the credibility of medicine men andheir fole
in the community as physicians/ - psychmhempists.
protectorss against forges of evils healers of spiritual
problems and-providers of means+of achieving one's
aspirations in the community “The priesthood  still
Cexists but their roles and status have declined because
of the influence of Cliristianity. Metuh (1985:164)
opined that whereas thfe priestiood and spirit cult are
closely bound up with the traditional social structure,
Uhich has been seriously affected by the impact of
modernization, the diviners and medicine men's roles
And status are linked with the Tgbo worldview, which
has hardly been affected by it
~ The traditional people believe that all children
ite reincarnates of beings who have already passed
through life or even some still living. The Christians
have a different view about this and see them, as new
creations. The Christians believe that _gach person is an
pntirely new creation. When he dies, his physical life is
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ended ,but he continues to live spiritually. Hence,
Christians do not go to diviners to find out whose spirit
reincarnated in a new child.

The initiation rites contain in them, the ideals of

.manhood or'womanhood which the community “wishes
ta instil in the people undergoing the rites. The
experience help in 'bringing about physical,"emotional
and psychological changes in them. Initiation into age
grade, masquerade society, priesthood, traditional
médicine practice and divination were the most
common ones. Instead of the traditional initiation rites,
children of the converts opted for initiation into the
fold of Christians through baptism by an ordained
priest or Pastor. Even indigenous games avere initially
declared anti-Christian and therefore were rejected in
baptism. However, the trend has changed now because
indigenous names are being accepted

A young man who wanted to marry went to a
diviner to find out from which village his guardian
spirit permitted him to marry. The: diviner also
prescribed the rituals that were to be cartjed out in
terms  of distant relations insisting on marrying
themselves, The Chi (cultus symbol) of the new wife's
lineage was transferred to her new husband's house
ritualy, When the missionaries arrived with
Christianity, this marriage system was condemned and
Christian marriage as ordained by God: was advocated.
Converted village - members 'separated - themselyes'.
from tite rest of the community up to the extent that
members of the Catholic Church could not marry from

12
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:thc Anglican Chllrch The. mamagc of "brothers" and
“sisters" was introduced “too and* afterwards -the

marriage would be blessed in+a church wedding: The
marriage rituals wére thus avoided. The church placed
the highest value on Christian marriage and Christian
home life: i g

District standing ~orders (1975:8) Fevaiths
Methodist church, marriage is more than‘a legal and
social coritract. It is, an honourable estate, ordained by
God unto the fulfilment and perfecting of lovéof man
and woman, in mutual honour and forbearance, and in
the hallowing of the home that children might be
brought p in the knowlegdge and love of God, and to
the praise of his Holy Name. The matriage shall be
blessed in a Christian service according to the form
approved by synod.

To the traditional people, death is ‘only &
transition” frofn this, earthly life in“the land of the
spirits pending reincamation into ~ this world to
continue the cycle again. It i§ -believed that proper
burial rites will help the dead to reincarnate and
continuity of life is maintained hence the apparent
broken link in the communal life of the lincage
occasioned by death is restored.

Isichei (1976:26). The belief that the world of
the dead mirrors the world we know encouraged the
sacrifice of slaves at funerals, to provide a retinue for
the dead man in the life to come. The intention was
good to aid and honour for instance, a beloved father.
“The result was the institution of great cruelty.

13
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The Christians believe that each person is
entirely a mew creation and that when a person dies,
the physical life is cnded but the person lives
spiritually. Thus, the purpose of Christian burial rites
and memorial services are not to enable the soul
reincarnate. The church prays God to continue fo
shower the dew of His blessings upon him who is
already in the company of the saints.

On the basis of this Christian understanding of
life after death, many Christians felt the death rituals in
the traditional religion were superstitious and even
failed to contribute when somebody "departs” in their
respective villages. They only bury their relations and
parents according fo the Christian way of doing it
Thus, parents were unable to transmit any part of the
social heritage to their children beeause nearly all.of
them have been forbidden by the church.

The missionaries realized that religion and
socio-political and economic  structures were soon
intertwined that the culture must be reformed or wiped
out before the gospel could-flourish. The missionaries
set about creating self-perpetuating congregations
whose members could read and as well preach the
gospel, Ajayi (1969:126). The way to achieve this was
through an imagination and encrgetic educational
programmes. The object of mxss:onary education
according to Ifemesia - (1972:6) was  religious
instruction, especially since the young were believed
not to be so rooted in the ancestral ideas and practices
as their fathers. The missionaries opened schools

5 14
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almost side by side with churches which were solely
aimed at getting the children and 'brain washing' them
into the western world-view and Christian ethics.

It was the quest for literacy that made fanilics
send their children to school even after some of them
had sworn to live and die by the traditional religion.
But the literacy and the school merely served to open
the floodgates of many far-reaching social changes.
Many educated elites have condemned the traditional
religion and culture of their people. i

Not only has the school been the effective
medium for the propagation of the new religion, but it
has also created within the pupils an attitude, which
engendered lack of interest in and even contempt for
the traditional way of life. According to Patrat
(1969:116), the provision of schools by the Christian
missions thus had a two effect: as education produced |
a negative, cven hostile, attitude towards the
indigenous religion, so it also, positively, prescnmd
Christianity as the faith most fitted to fill the spiritual
vacuum for the educated elite.

Social change

A change in the physica) environment will bring
4 change in the human society. This is because when
physical environment changes human beings are
forced to change to serve the situation. Change has
always occurred and it is #resistible. The magmmdc of
change is the only difference. Itis slow in primitive
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societies but rapid in modern socicties. Hence change
in society and society s change-

T a layman's language social change i simply
sy Variation from ‘s previous stalc Of mode of
Sistonce, Denisoff and Wahman (1975) defined social
Change as the altepation or modification of social

nge 88 and socicties over some period of dme”.
'\:“Z":::’“ “Comjb“m o (1969) e ot &, ia and polio., We have consequently reduced the
chinge arises when the relationshi “umong persons or sumber of human deaths but created over-population
roups are_modified. Mooro N arved that social and therefore scarcity of food. We are now faced with
change is "the significant alteration of social structures acute population problem. -
(patterns of_social_actions interactions) including
O sequetices and_ manifestations of such structure
e bodicd in some conduct of rural values and cultural

{ime immunization was introduced and the time it took
O fore fathers to do away with their prejudices and
resistance to aceeptance.

When social change 0CCUIS. social problem
always aises no matter how good or bad the changgs
are. For instance, we can now ‘cure diseases, like

Causes and the Processes of Social Change
Innovation: It means anything that is newly
introduced into the behaviour patiern® and when
accepted it leads to new dispensation. Homer Bameit's
Innovation: The basis of social change illustrates how
innovation can bring social change. Tnnovation,
according to him comes in three forms:
(1) Discovery: It is anything whose existence has
Sover, been known, and. ither by accident of 59
somebody finds it. For instance. if somebody found
out that there is coal at Enugu. it is discovery because
it has been there all the time. Discovery therefore
centres on exploitation and utilization and not ‘bringing
into_existence. On this, Igbo and Anugwon (2002)
oted tha®"The discovery of crude oil in commercial
quantities and the accompanying oil boom' of the mid
1970s unleashed a long chain of actions and reactions
in Nigeria. With the oil money the federal Government
embarked on a series of flamboyant and eye-catching

1>

values and symbols"

Cultral change often leads to soclal change. In
i own contribution Igbo and Anugon (2002) said
et mwheress social change refers broadly 1o actual
Human behaviour, cultural change refers mainly to

N harally meaningful symbols produced bY human
y within their societies".

Peings in their attempt 10 stay
Ryan (1969) for instance defines cultural change
Jifications of the body of knowledze
cir idealized patterns, in contrast to the
behaviour" social change on the other
ode of interaction

generally as mof
of a people or th
setuality of their
Jind refers to modifications in the me

rs of o society.
dural fag is the interval between the
n and the time people

ol an inngvatio
ovation. For instance from the
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projects such as construction of stadia, high ways, and

flyovers, universities”. Discovery could be by design

of by accident

a. By design: it is by design when for instance oil
companies go on exploitation to find crude oil
deposits. IF eventually they find one it is by

n. ot the motive of the person who
discovered it.

b. By accident: it is by accident when it is not the
motive of the person who discovered it. For
tstance somebody while digging a pit toilet can
find a strange object, which can be tested and
found out to be mineral deposit.

(2) Invention: Invention unlike discovery centres on
something new and this new thing is usually produced
out of the existing stock of knowledge of the people.
Invention is the process by which men join already
discovered instruments to produce something new.
Examples include television set, motorears, ete. These
are inventions hecause men jointed instruments
together and produced them.

Inventions, on their own, do not produce social
change. It is their acceptarice that results in social
change. In their own contribution Tgbo and Anugwon
(2001) noted that: If people do not utilize or respond to
them. such inventions have no significance whatsoever
for social change. A zood example of social change in
Nigeria was the marriage ordinance passed by the
Eastern House of Assembly in fixing the bride price at

18
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flat rate of about sixty pounds. Inventions could be
either mechanical or social in origin. It is mechanical
when it is in form of a machine. Examples include
computer, acroplanc or social when it is about new
ways of organization and interaction in the society.
Examples include pay as you earn (PAYE), National
Orientation Agency (NOA).
(a) Diffusion: It is the importing of some cultural traits
by one country from another. Cultural traits can be an
invention in one country and diffusion in another, For
instance, Mcrcedes Benz Motors are inventions in
Germany but diffusion in Nigeria Borrowing is only
‘bad when a country depends heavily on other countries
for most of her consumers goods. In  their own_
contribution, Igbo and Anugwon (2001) noted that: -
New ideds, devices, and techniques do not get
stuck within the innovating society. They spread to
other societies through the process of "diffusion”. The
Christian religion, Western education and most of the
accoinpanying technological achievements in Nigeria
today are all borrowed from the advanced industrial
countries-of Western Europe (e.g. Brain, France and
Germany).
Diffusion could be direct or indireet or indirect
(i) Direct diffusion: Here there is physical contact
" betweeti one country and another. For instance,
physical contact between Russia and Nigeria for
the development of the Ajaokuta Steel Mills
Company. .

19
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(if) " Indirect diffusion: Here there is no physical
contact between one country and another. Their
contact Is by books, telévision and radip, etc.

(b)  Invention and Cultural base
There is a saying that "necessity is the mother

of invention". People in Sociology have challenged

this saying. Necessity alone cannot lead to invention
no matter how you need invention unless the cultural
bases are present and complete. Cultural bases are
those elements that will be needed to make an
invention feasible. Presently, the world needs cure for

AIDS but because the cultural bases are not complete,

a cure has not been found. If necessity is the mother of

invention, then there should have been cure for AIDS,

The more cdltural bases you have, the more inventions

that are likely to occur and this theorem has a formula,

a-2)

Invention =

2

Resistance to Innovations

Pcople resist innovation and by so doing resist social
change for the following reasons:

(1) . Ignorance: The individual lacks awareness of
what is happening around him and this at times leads
to resistance of innovatfon. For instance, initially the
introduction of immunization was resisted by the
public pecause of their ignorance. However, over time

20
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through public enlightenment people began to accept
immunization, i iy
(2)  Culture: One's culture could be a factor in
resisting social changes especial when it touches on
the custom and tradition which they guide jealously
‘having been handed down from their ancestors. In
Nigeria, people will not accepts to burn to ashes the
corpses of their dead relatives. This is because our
culture does not allow this practice, which might be
normal in India.

Our people so much believe that after the first
and second burial the spirit of the deceased joins the
spirit of the ancestors. This is why our people so much
cherish burial ceremonies. When they die. At times an
old man or woman can go into agreement with
somebody to take a parcel of land if they can offset the
bill of their burial ceremony.

(3)  Economic Reasons: People resist innovation
because of the incidence of cost on them. For instance,
students of a university may decide to arrange for the
sweeping of their classroom since their university has
failed them in this direction. All of them in a class may
agree that taking their lectures in a dirty environment
is bad but when the students are asked to make
financial contributions towards this innovation, some
students will definitely decline.

21
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(4) . Fear of the unknown: People arg generally
reluctant to fry any new thing for fear that it light
disappoint them. This is because of any ad/adverse
effect. If new- things are prodiiced and introduced into
the market Igbo and Anigwon (2001) noted that it may
well take some time and a great deal of
persuasion before they begin to appreciate the
advantages of the new thing. Once they are converted
‘they never want to go back (o the old"

(5)  Moral seatiment: In this case, people resist
innovation because they fear that it will jcopardize
their moral value. For instance. members of the faith
church are opposed to their sick "brothers” and
"sisters" takifig drugs. They believe that cure can only
come through prayers and taking holy water. Some
Christian organizations are opposed to their women
taking pain-relieving tablets or injections during child
labour because of the biblical injunction that a woman

must suffer in pregnancy before giving birth o a
child.

(6)  Vested interest: The interest might be individual
or group when an innovafion undermines i {hreatens
the vested interest of a .powerful group in the society,
that television was invented. those who owned cinema,
films resisted it besause it might put them out of
business

2
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(7)  Vested status interest: Sometimes it is the social
status of the person that determines whether he will -
accept an innovidon or not. For instance, a native
doctor or diviner will be reluctant to change to.
Chuistianity from traditional religion because of his
social status in the traditional socicty. When Nigerians
were agitating for independence from the British
governmeént. some Nigerians who were being "used"
by the British and who even received honour from
them as members of the Officer of British Empire
(OBE) who were then the cream of the Nigerian
society resisted independence because they were not
sure of what their social status would turn out to be in
the new dispensation

Social Change in Nigeria

ihe following factors are responsible for social change
in Nigeria - colonialism. western education  and
western region.

Theories of social change
Evolutionary _change _and__Revolutionary - change
~Evolutionary change

Many of the founding fathers of sociology such
as Auguste, Comte, Herbert Spencer, Karl Marx,
Emile Durkheim, ete. favoured this cvolutionary
movement of . society from simple to complex
* situation,

Evolutionary change is believed to be gradual
and orderly. Very often it is planned, for instance

3
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through education which can lead to changes like
better health situation. In their own contribution, Igbo
and Anugwom (2002) noted that "Evolutionary
approaches see social changes as a cumulative
process”. Every society is believed to pass through
several "stages” that are orderly and gradual with each
succeeding stage qualitatively higher than the one
preceding it These changes occur naturally or by
cosmic design without any human agent In
evolutionary change. they can occur in the form of
diffusion, Onyia (1999) noted that: "Diffusion has
been a very important agent of social change in
Nigeria. Islam, Christianity and Westen-type of
cducation all came to this country as cxternal
influences. The political system operated in Nigeria
today came first as parliamentary system from Britain
and then presidential system from the united state”.

Revolutionary Change

It is not always that change comes in a gradual
manner. At times it comes overnight with implications
not expected or planned for. Many things can cause
sudden change like coup, over flowing of dam,
earthquake, volcanoes, floods and even drought.

Revolution could be non-violent like the
industrial revolution, One thing is clear, it disrupts at
the same time intensifies social change. Chinese
revolution of 1949 and 1959 Cuban revolutions are
examples. The effects of Nigerian civil war still linger
titl today. Phyllis Deane summarized the silent features

24
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of industrial revolution in 18th century Europe as
follows quoted in Igbo and Anugwon (2002).

1 ‘Widespread and systematic - applications - of
modern science and empirical knowledge to the
process of production for the market.
Specialization of economic activity for the
production of national and international markets
rather than for family us.

\. Movement of population from rural to urban
communities.

4. Intensive and extensive use of capital resources
as a substituted and complement to human
effort and

5. Emergence of new social and occupational

classes the owners of the means of production
and the works

Ethnicity

This is as a result of difference in ethnic
nationalities. Some ethnic nationalists have invoked
ethnicism as weapon to achieve their selfish interests.
Ethnicity according to Onyia and Aniche (2001) “is &
situation when an ethnic group sees itself as “we” and
others as “they” and psychologically ~consider
themselves as pitched in a perpetual battle of survival
against all these others. In Nigeria, unfortunate
political and colonial events have helped to perpetuate
and exacerbate ethnic sentiments among Nigerians. In
their own contribution, Igbo and Anugwon (2001)
noted that: “ethnic group membership may breed

25
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ethnic_consciousness or- ethnicity which influences
interaction between people and groups in a multiethnic
society. Pedple marked by common cultural symbols
(language, values and normative patterns) share an
idetified geographieal territory.

Inter-ethni¢ (between ethnic groups) and intra
ethnic (aimong ethiic groups) conflicts have become a
common and widespread, phenomenon in Nigeria, The
most serious are those between the major ethnic group
the Hausa-Fulani, the Yoruba, and Igbo. These
conflicts aid- association violence have sometimes
brought the country to the brink.of ceollapse, as was the
case in the Nigerian civil war of 1967 - 1970.

The sudden end of the civil way in 1970 did not
mean an end to inter-ethnic. hostility in Nigeria. Igbo
and Anugwon (2002). If anything, inter-ethnjc hostility

and violence appear to have increased and become

deep-seated. This assertion derives from the increasing
incidence of religious conflicts, particularly in the
Muslim North since the end of the civil war",

National Integration as Solution to Ethnic
Problems in Nigeria

According o Eliagwu  (1987), national
integration is a process by which members and groups
in a plural society adapt to the demands of national
existence while co-existing harmoniously. Tt is usually
affected by contending social forces, Tn this integration
process, the citizens are expected to respeet the
overriding supremacy of the national government,

26
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"this entails subordination of institutions and cultural
values to the demands of the central authority with
obvious sacrifices". When the citizens lean to respect.
their fatherland irrespective of their tribal origins, the
love of their fatherland will reduce ethnic tendencies in
their attitude. Owo (2003) "Nigeria is bedeviled by the
cankerworm of ethnicity and its corollary and the total *
absence of national integration. Not even the creation
of more states, and Local Governments can solve the
cthnic palaver, it is, therefore, imperative against this
background that we first" must appease, the prevalent
sectional or more appropriately regional guidelines and
seek to achieve some measures  of national
integration”.

The foowing are some of the possible solution
to ethnic problems i Nigerian using  national
integration as our framework of analysis:

1 The National Assembly should pass a bill which
will be signed into law by the president of Nigeria,
General - Olusegun ~ Obasanjo banning  all - tribal
association - including Ohaneze Ndigbb, Afenifere,
Northern Elders, Forum, etc. ethnic sentiment is at the
core of whatever they do,

2 Politicians should be bamed from preaching.
ethnic royalty as a means.of wining  election o
attracting cheap Ppopularity or even or even atwracting
political appointment, - Anybody caught in this act
should be punished to serve as a deterrent to others
wishing to weep to ethitic sentiments to achieve selfish
interests. Secondly there should specified punishment
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for journalists who pronote ethnic sentiments in any
media establishment. The idea of zoning the
presidency should be forgotten since it reminds us of
cthnic differences.
3. The Federal Governmeff of Nigeria should
endeavour to highlight the similarities of the different
cthnic groups in Nigeria, common experience should
be our bond instead of emphasizing what make us
different from one another. The National Orientation
Agency (NOA)  should champion this assignment,
General Mohammadu Buhari, one time Head of State
of Nigeria, shoilld be forgiven for attempting to force
Nigeriato become a member of Organization of
Islamic Countries (QIC) since culture and religion are
interwoven, People like him with dangerous ambitions
should not be ‘allowed to hold positions of leadership
rather the secular nature of Nigeria ‘should: be
maintained.
4. Institutionalization of rewards  to encourage
merit irrespective of where the recipient comes from.
Owo (2003) "the national merit award.is a step in tho
right direction. No, attempt therefore, should be made
to give it ethnic posture, quota system, federal
character as presently practiced have dubious vaiue so
they should be discouraged as fundamental principals
of state policy. * Awards should be given to citizens
Wwho believe in the philosephy of united Nigeria should
be recognized",
5. " The federal govemment of President Olusegun
Obasanjo should setup a cmmission charged with the
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responsibility of arbitration of disputes arising from
cthnic clashes. This is very important especially when
we realize ‘that the clash between the lgbas_und
Northerners led to Aburi agreement. It was the failure
of General Go won to implementthe Abtiri agreement
that led Nigeria into_civil war. Proper handling of
cthnic clashes at the federal level wiJl enhance national
gration. .
:?mgﬂgquitable reyenue formulation and allocation
according to Owo (2002) "isa , fundamental  basis
for national stability and cohesion. Without such
manifest equity = in  revenue foxmul§ ‘further
distrust - will continue, cries of marginalization and
neglect may assume’ more dangerous proportions
which in " addition to other patent r - contrived
inequalities may constitute'a danger to the integrity of
the state". X 7 .
7. There is need for the federal government to call
o national conference. This national conference will
afford the divergent ethnic groups the opportunity to
cothe together and harmohize their” seemingly
irreconéilable differences. Issues that are obstacles to

~ national integration will be discussed here and possible

solutions and compromises will be made for better -
Nigeria. Here the minority issue in Nigeria should be

addressed properly. Here also a better solution to

lederal character will be addressed since the ideu of
leral character is not achievement onente(}

29




image18.jpeg
Conceptof Culture, Cultare Contact, Social Change, Ethnicity and Intgraion
REFERENCES

Aguene, Ignatius Nnamdi (2003), Sociology: An
Introduction, Enugu: Jones Communications

Gavin William (1980), State- and Society in Nigeria
Idanre: Afrografika Publishing.

Igbo BUM and Anugwom E.E (2001), Sociology:
Basic concept and Issues. Nsukka: AP Express
Publishers

Igho BUM and Anugwom BE:(2002), Social Change
and Social Problems Nsukka: ‘AP Express
Publishers

Kwame Nkrumah (1980) Neo-Colonialism The Last
Stage of Imperialism New. York: International
Publishers

30




image1.jpeg
' %

N

1

NIGERIAN &
 PEOPLES
|&CULTURE





image2.jpeg
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Dedication g
Acknowledgement .

Prefice 3

Notes on the Contributors
Chapter Onet 3
Concept of Culture, Culture Contact,

Social Change, Ethnicity and Integration. -

Chapter two:
Geographical Determinants of Nigerian

Chapter Three:
Evolution of Nigeria as a Political Unit

Chapter Four:
Pre-Colonial Political Institutions in Nigeria

Chapter Five:
“The History of Nigerian Traditional
Music ..

iii
iv

Chapter Six
Culture, Tradition and Education A
Refation of ?

Chapter Seven:

v
o Religion and the Nigerian society,
problems and prospects
Chapter Eight
| —32 The European Enterprise in Nigeria: The Slave
Trade, Exploration Period, Missionary
Activities and Mercantilism -
31 Chapter Nine: 5
ConStitution-making and the Nigerian State:
The Journey so far .
45 =
Chapter Ten:
Nigeria in International System.
74 "
84 f

101

132

143

172

202

222
231

236




image3.jpeg
Nigeria Peopies and Culture
CHAPTER ONE

CONCEPT OF CULTURE, CULTURE
CONTACT, SOCIAL CHANGE, ETHNICITY
AND INTEGRATION

Ignatius Nnamdi Aguene

INTRODUCTION

Concept of culture
In every society certain ways of doing things
are seen as accepted to the societal members, which
may be slightly different from one society to the other.
For instance marriage among the Yoruba people is
slightly different from marriage among the Igbo
people. According to Igbo and Anugwon (2001):
These generally learned and shared ways of
 doing things that are peculiar to a given society come
the umbrella of culture. Culture can be seen as
‘most peculiar and unifying property of a society,
lally when it is reached that when people come
(die) in a society, the culture remains in other
 culture is super organic. Culture is transmitted
generation to another and the transmission
on endlessly with the culture undergoing some
suit the demands of society at each period
are many definitions of culture, one of
‘celebrated being Tylor (1891) which defined
W "that complex whole which includes
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0 orals. law, custom and any
 and habits acquired by man as &
evel Homes defined culture as
hired behaviour that man acquired as
Wl ‘oviety" in ‘their own contribution
und Niehoff defined culture as “the sum
J { fndividuals leam in common with other
4 of the group to which they belong"

(ford (1975) defined culture as "A system of from
d conceptions expressed in symbiotic forms by
of which human beings, communicate,
ir kniowledge about, and

tuate and develop theis
des towards life". While Scbineller defined

i "A et of symbols, stories. ‘myths and norms
et that orient a society of group cognitively,
Iy and behaviourally to the world in which it

A Culture concept
Culfure is universal in the sense that there are

certain clements of culture that are found in all human
societies. For instance in all cultures we find marriage,
family, religion etc. However, the exact form differs
society to society. Onyia (1999) noted that:
‘Whatever a_group of people’ that “infabit a
defined geographical arca do {0 Jive their lives, their
lives is their culture, the language they speak, the type

of food they cat, the type of house they build, how they
greet one another, how they treat women, how they

 treat the aged. how they govern themselves, how they
Worship. ctc. In short. all people of the world have
their philosophy’ of life, which guides the, and how
ey put that philosophy into practice is their cultuge.

AND'NON-MATERIAL CULTURE
il sefentists according to Ntunde (1997) use
i miaterial ‘culture to refer to-tools, buildings
decorative objects, and"the’ term
- culiire refers to: the values and beliefs
g ideus, These objects:are “not il
uded in the concept of culture,
. the definition of these objects -
how (o use them and what values i
¢ upon (e ‘are included: ‘A wedding ring fof
’bn??“ ?(mrn“mfacn Culture had in the 'sy|:r1ba
sbulou: daidw sloddw

Ethnocentrism.
Fthnocentrism is "that view of things in which

st proup ¢ the centre of everything and all
e scaled and rated with reference fo it noted
1906). In her own contribution Obayi (1997)
it ethmocentrisn is the “tendency 0 Judge
ces by the standard of one's own ulture”

4 Anugwon (2001) noted that:
ss, eat, greet and even their

ubjected to_this _partial
.d where intention

0 an
her people dres
pattems are

by the individual concerne
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else. Dynamism of culture may also be brought about
where people find themselves in a new physical
environment and the survival imperative necessitates

the development of new material aspects of culture.

Colture Conte, Social Change, Edhwiciy and integration

0V0 that these other cultres are inferior to
Iiich as cthnocentric behaviour can be
| i muintaining and generating group solidarity,
Wlso adversely affect inter-group harmony. In
ot, efhinocentrism, which inadvertently creates a way
d the spirit, can hinder harmony in a multi ethnic or

it cultural group.

CULTURAL UNIVERSALS: These are common
cultural values and traits that cut across societies; such
are referred to as  cultural universals. These
fundamental similarities in culture arise out of the

Cultural Relativi 4
Bleredics o e i mene bE0RY culiice ol - psblimey i SR e
own terms what needs do they serve? Answering

: £ CULTURE AREA: This is basically a geo-social
’ questions will show that no culture is good or bad § yycept. A geographical environment in which the
o n}rtlh“::‘c":“ i considered within the contexts in § ople occupying the area exhibit significant degree of
T Vi M Similarity in their cultural complexes (a cluster of
Hence looking at a culture as being inferior & yyiqure traits).
 Amounts (o ethnocentrism. Sub culture: Tn any society, there are dominant
il complexes guiding people's social living.
o A : arc however some groups of people in any
CULTURE TRAITS: This is the smallest unit of iy that will formulate a way of social living
Iearned behaviour or material that cannot be reduced to i i
/ L rating the main cultural features as well as
& lower level or smaller size. For the material culture, i i
7 s features not found elsewhere in the society,
traits will include biro, hoe, cutlass etc. The non: res may develop along line occupation or
material culture on the other hand will include kissin . 5 Pifoad ki
dancing steps and shaking of hands. Itural Lag: This is a situation in which some
R culture change at a faster rate than others.
CULTURAL DYNAMICS: This is referred to as slogists argue that maternal components of
modifications of the culture of any society. It i
come in the form of cultural accumulation oo et A
A A it s, They argued that after such a change in
‘modification of culture can arise out of diffusion that oultur ther parts such as beliefs
the infusion of new cultural traits from somewh " g

|

D Culture Traits
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