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Abstract o

'Any country today that is practtcmg democmcy is said to be
- practicing a borrowed system of government. Initially, democracy,
according 10 history, is a Greek system of government whereby the
people of the ancient Greece came under one roof to exchange
views, opinions or to deliberate on the public issues. With reference
. to the present system .of government, this peaple (the - ancient -
~+ < Greece) were made up. the three organs of government, namely, the,
. legislature, the executive, and the judiciary. That means the lgws of
‘the society were made by. them, they execute the laws and also
interprets the laws collectively.
. This paper on the importance of voter regzstratton m a
. democracy is. deszgngd fo examine why voter registration is one of
the maost important democratic | mst!mnons Voters reg:siranon as
. one of the, companems of demacracy has Fiot been gzven the
~_rzece.'&,s.tzry przonty mamty in mast Aﬁtcan cowzrnes Ioddy Iﬂce
thena
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This Paper covers; = .
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(b). Democracy from its true form o the representative
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| (e}& Problems of democracy and voters registration and
o Conclusion. : ‘

Introductlon , ._

In a democracy, voter reglstranon is one of the few polltlcal sensntwe,.
areas that require adequate attention toward realizing a trie. &mocracy :
So log as Africa is. concerned and particularly Nigeria, voter
registration has not made a fruitful impact-on the democratic progress
in (he African countries, due to the fact that people concerned bave not
acknowledged its importance and have not given it priority.

According to Obasi (1981:1), “For the fact that the voter registration
has been neglected for so long now, it had made it impossible for most
of the democratic governments in Africa to succeed in their search for
a conducive atmosphere: for the governed”. The negligence of this area
of democracy has given rise to many vices-such as the mismanagement
of the state economy, -political backwardness, distrust among the
people, tribalism and sometimes violence.

All these vices are encouraged whenever the veter regnstrahon
exercise is neglected in every democratic society.This force people to
lose their voting power, and are not qualified to exercise their voting
rights in any elections. What then follows is that a small group of
people in the society will manipulate the whole thing and vote into
power candldatgs of their choice who might have influenced them with
money durmg the campangn exercise. It bappens that no candidate who
spent his money to get into power would not like’to recover those
money spent, and also reward doubly those who voted him into’ ‘power.
In the long run, we “find out that the poor masses who nelther saw nor
ate his money will be made the victims of the whole exercise.

Democracy: From Its True Form to the ' Representafive
Government or Modern Government SR
'Democracy as we know ongmated fmm Grcece but today has spread to _
various countries of the world: According to M.aodonald (197‘2) “As
 this system of govemment moves from its ongm to other places, some
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feaiures are ‘rfemoulded or reshaped by:the culun'e, ‘economic; religion, .
social and’ political aspirationis of inclinations of a particular country™.
Any country wishing to adopt it as its_system of government _must
modify its feature s in the way that it will suit it. According to Dahl
(1996) “It was as a result of this that we have what:i$.cafled a modern-
democracy or representative government today in practices against the
real or true democracy as was practice by the Ancient Greece”..

Moreover, the geometrical growth of population can be accepted as
one of the major issues that seriouly affect democracy. Therefore, the
modern ‘democracy is practically different from the true democracy.
Nnoli (1980) emphasized that'modern democracy is based not on direct
participation of the entire people of the society, but on representation.
It presupposes not direct exercise of power but delegation of power. .

Ohjee‘hves of Denmcracy

For Mrue damcmey to prevaﬂ ina wunu-y, Lerwn objecmteb and
conditions must be in place. These according to Obasi (1981) include:. .

(a)  Rights of Citizens -

The fundamental human' rights of the citizens such: as- Afreedom:- . of
speech, movement, association,- life, ptivacy, etc should be enjoyed by,
every citizen within the limitations of the law. People must be allowed
to air their views on certain government policies:and. should also,
express their feelings towards any kind of situation. People must be
allowed ‘fteedom of wdrship” (religion). Decisions : are. also reached
through unanimous agreemetit of the. various represcnmwes :of Various:
constlmenmes

u I S N TS I
. (b) Free andFa!r Electlon -
Election' is the act ef bhotasmg or selecung cand:ldates mm ofﬁces
usually by -voting - Voting may: be through secret ballot-or any:jother
method. In a democratic society eléction nmst be conducted .in a. free
and fair atmosphcre The problems of elecwral malpracttce S (nggmg,

R
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)

'voting ‘more’ than once: cin) should not arise. The particulars of the -

. voter'such as age, pame," address or registration area should be checked

SO as to makz sure that only ehglble voters are allowed to vote.
(c] me Role of the,Law

In a democracy, COﬂStltllthll whu:h governs the activities of the
government and the masses are known to-exist. The government is
bound to act within the limits of the law (consumuqn) and should not
act outside the law. That is, the activities of the government in power
must be constitutional. If there is any policy or decision made beyond
the limits of the law, the governed has the right to criticize,
constructively the arm of govergment which is directly mvolqu
(freedom of speech).

On the other hand, if a citizen offends the law, he should be tried. by
the judiciary and if found guilty, should be punished accordingly. In
~order pot to:victimize an innocent citizen. .The Judgcnry must be
impartial in discharging their duties.

) Vorer Registration A. ¥

‘This is the recording of facts about. ggmebody who have the nght to
elect (vote for) a cand1date or to be vof&d for during an elecuon.

: (e)' Cmmon people (Masses) A | Lh |
W S o '* L .

A state of socxeﬁy cimactented by the' recognmon of equahty of r:ghts

:mdpnvileges poditical, social or legabequality. - g A

~ 'The Importance of Voters Registration

Registration of voters is an important democratic principle, which
forms the':basis ‘of . a :stable democratic - government. It is aimed at
equipping the: govérnment with:.an up-to—dale mformatlon about thf:
polmcaﬂymamre cmzens mna soc:ety ke i1’

. fe e
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Registration also aimd at giving the citizen the right of franchise.
According to Achibiri (1982), the citizen through registration “has the
power to choose among the candidates, the one he would vote for”

- The registration as an exercise also helps the electoral body to know

which person qualifies to contest for an election. For-a country
practicing multi-party system like Nigeria in her 2™ Republic, political
parties will present many candidates to contest for differemt offices in
the government. The government through the services of the body
handling the election affair determines through registration, thc
candidates who are qualified to hold political post.

According to Sultan (1982), thé registration exercise also gives. the
individual the chance to discharge his or her civic responsibilities.
- -‘Every body should take part in the:activities of the government by
- performing - his civic responsibility. by registration. -Civic
responsibilities including things that a particular society -permits - its
- citizens to'do. Through reglsu'atlon -also the citizens: of a particular ,
" place are known. g :

- Furthermore, the reglstratlon of Voters is cons:dered more: lmportant
than the. actdal election itself.:It is dunng reglstranon exescise ﬂm the
- groundwork for the election is made. =

Through registration of 'veters, it is known whel.her truly the wishes
- of the majority will materialise; asertained people would actually elect
their rulers and ‘whiether siich a choice would be respected or:not. In all
these however, credibility becomes a very important factor. This is to
what extents are they free and fair? Ail are ‘determine. by the- data
obtained from registration exercise. Therefore it could be said that the
information obtained from “the registration' of voters serves-as a
' _referen&e pointto theé result-of the elections. g

*'* The importance of voter’s registration cannot be. over-emphasmed
. 'Very 1mportantly voter s reglsn'auon enables a country to assess:

| '3@. | Exa'czsrdf mgm omencbise
This is'the iilght to vnté o be voted for ina democrauy A quallﬁed

citizen of the country'is: fillly allowed to exexrcise or participate: in the
,VOW:_?XQWI$ or can be voted for, only if his or her name is found or .




) ‘
. Pt . The Importance of Voter Registation in @ Democrecy . 73

s AT e

- included i the register of electors. That is a list of persons qualified to
“vote. Wlﬂl ‘this; it then means that whoever fails to get his or her nam-
registered - duting the registration exercise has. definitely lost the righ.
‘entitled’ to him-as a full citizens of the country. On the other hand, a
" person who is coming out for any election must make sure that his
““'name is boldly written down in. the voters list to avoid any
embarrassment, or even disfranchisement during . election. Therefore
* registration of voters in a democratic government,can be sald to enable
the cmzens ‘to'exercise their nght of franchise to the fullest point.

¥

i (b) Determmmg the Number of Ehgible Votem
'Fm' lhe sakc of aocuracy and cffic1ency, there is no other way the
number - of eligible voters: in the society could be obtamed except
through voter’s list. -

- The voter’s reglster obtamed by rcglstermg the voters contams all
information covering both the electors and the candldgtes such
~information as; sex age, residence, and class are .all contained in the
- “yoter’s.list. It is enly through this that those wha are not gpalified
voter or disfranchised could beigaught. and disciplined accordingly.

. 'Through this exercise, it:is easy to «detect those who are mentally

deranged+and those that ate serving various prison terms and. those that
- ame 1n the pahce eustody andavcndrhem durm,g the elecuons, .
<(c) Checking of Elmaml Mal-Pmcace

The use of voter s hst obtamﬂd thraugh a voter reglstratmn e;.erc;se is
the most effective way of- chcckmg electoral malpractice. The voter’s
‘list enables the electoral body that is conducting the elections to work
out plans for theelections. With:this list.(registration data), they can
ascertain the number of people to employ for the election, the cost and
quantity of the voting materialy required for ﬁe glections, when these
plans are taken based on the voter’s list, efﬁcxency and accuracy- are

* .. assured, since the:wastage. or the-opportunity, to. the. ,peqple to, ng or

faisrfy m&rmﬂtofth@clecﬁonshaﬂs been 3‘701‘1’5‘1 sk
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Prov1cled the voters list is avallable in every. pollmg stat10n, 11; is
impossible for any person to vote tw1ce, also it should not permlt any
party agent to bring in any voting materlals that are not. 0fﬁc1ally
recognized.

@ Détérﬂtiniﬁg the Nit;iibeﬁ of letabie Adults

The need for a voters Reglstranon exerelse cannot be over-emphasmed
considering that it as a possible way of gettmg the accurate number of
the adult citizens who are supposed to paJ:tic:lpate in the soelety Based
on its importance the government can easily chanpel the source of its
income without many fictions. Smce the citizen of every soc1ety make
up the government of that part.tcular somety There is no other way the
government can get money apart from its natural resources to execute
its responsibilities that is not from contnbutlons made by its citizens
according to their level of incomes.

. Therefore, the voters registration, not only determines the number of
taxable adults, but also helps the government to minimize the gap
between the rich and the poor in the society.

‘Moreover, in this mass unemployment situation, government can
only avoid the consequences of levying our youths (school leavers or
graduates) who have no job, since we all know that an income-less
persons are more or less dependants. And whenever such levy is
mistakenly imposed on them, their reactions are very destructive.

(¢) Distribution of National Resources

Besides, the very effective and promising way of distributing the
national resources is through the statistical data obtained from a voters
registration exercise. The government can only rely on it, since the
frauds in the census exercise cannot yield any reliable result. Despite
the fact that every Nigerian who is in any machinery of government is
only there to satisfy his or her selfish wants, regardless of the
confidences the masses reposed i in him.
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However,. the remnants should be equitably or impartially shared
among the citizens directly or indirectly. For this to be true the
government has to reflect on the voters regisration list.

For many at ties some communities or local government do protest
against tax collection since they are not enjoying any amenities from
the government. For iiistance in 1986, the people of Awgu Local
Government of -Anambra State fought the tax collectors and destroyed
their vehicles and other property, even lives were lost. Simple because -
they were neglected or not recognized by the government. They said
that since the government cannot help them in any way in their rural
development projects, there is no need paying any taxes, which they
are not enjoying in any way. Instead they can use it to embark on the
rural projects they have. Though under this circumstance, the
government is to be blamed, but should not be blamed as such, since it
is 1mpossﬂ:le for the government to execute well its responsibilities
with imaginations.

{4 National Development and National Development Planning

The importance of registration for elections in a democracy can be
viewed on the basis of national development and future planning. The
exercise is more essential in the sense that the information that covers
the national manpower’s are obtained through it. With this, therefore,
is easier for the government to articulate those manpower’s to achieve
its numerous objectives. Also the efforts of people in the society can
easily be directed towards the achievement of common goals.
Moreover, accurate predictions on the future improvement of certain
sectors such as education, politics, economy of the country etc can be
made. It also discourages all the vices emanating from unscrupulous
party leaders who wish to acquire power to exploit the masses. .
According to Rimi (1982), the exercise does not only give the voters
power to vote during the elections, but also to “pass judgment upon the
ability, integrity and qualification of the several candidates for each
office”, especially in modern government or society where the
functions of the government have grown very technical and ‘special
qualifications for these offices have become increasingly important.
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Problems of Democracy and Voter Registration

The problem should be discussed on two basis, on the side of the
electors, and on the side of the law enforcement agents and the
electoral body itself. We know very well that for every elections to be
considered a fair and free election depends on the behaviour of the
candidates involved and the electors. With the power given to them by
the constitution in every democratlc society, there will be a peaoe in
any elections.

The voters always abuse thelr voting rights. In ngena for instance,
the right they have as citizens of Nigeria to create a comfortable future
for thcmsclves and their future generations is abuscd by taking bribe
from politicians. That means selling their future well-being to the
politicians who will later exploit them in recovering all that he or she
spent during the elections.

Now, what have we to say about the tugs. The instrument of
destruction, havoc, violence and victimization established by the
fanatical politicians. These people are accused of supplying money,
illicit gin and arms to the tugs and engineering them to harass and
endanger the lives and properties of the masses that are not on their
side. It is certain that this incessant armed robbery operations in
Nigeria today could be traced to this issue of “tugs and the politicians.

The anomalies during the elections can also occur on the part of the
law enforcement agents. It is believed that these law enforcement
agents can be bribed by the politicians for unnecessary victimization of
their opponents. Thereby doing the wishes of the tew class or group of
individuals, rather than doing the wishes of the government for which
they were employed in the exercise.

Moreover, the various mistakes made by the electoral body in
Nigeria during the previous -elections should not be swept under the
carpet. Such mistakes as inadequate provision of registration materials
and voting materials even the electoral officers were not found at some
polling stations. All these led to-the ruin of the election.

Nwoko (1992) emphasized - that “What are obtained from the
previous elections are enough to. tell every Nigerian that we are not
practicing democracy in the actual sense. Then if we assume to be
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practicing democracy, what does democracy suggest for the péople?
How are these limited in the previous exercises?” Reflecting again on
the definition of democracy as the government by the people as contrast

to the government by any interested section or class of the society not .

duly mandated or clected by the people. In analyzing the above
definition a reasonable person could understand that the contrary was
obtained on the last exercise. Since the people are not allowed by the
tug and the politicians to “exercise their franchise, instead 'their
franchise was sold to them. In the long run people ar¢ no more
determining the competent person among them who will represent them
with their franchise, rather the- tugs and the money determine form
them. ' o

A

Conclusion

The major role of voter registration exercise in a democracy cannot be

_ ‘over-emphasized. This exercise is a panacea in solving the problem of
- democracy in Nigeria. It is one of the institutions of democracy and
therefore the efficiency and accuracy of this exercise could help a lot to
‘avoid some of the democracy problems in Africa especially in Nigeria.
For the registration exercise to be fruitful, we should stop looking at
the past or the present rather to plan and prevent those things that will
make us to miss a good future.
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