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Abstrﬁct

The cwzl government of no nation is entirety immune from
coercive intervention by -the military but the propens:ty and
frequency with which such arises and the forms it takes vary
from nation to nation. Military intention in the process of
governance has become almost SyRonymous with politics m_

~ most African states generally but with particular reference 1o

- Nigeria. Momah (1994. 20) has for instance, stated that since
the first African coup in Egypt on 26" July, 1952, nmety Sour
(94) additional coups have taken place in Africa as at 1994.
These, of course, according to Momah (1994) do not include
numerous other uprisings, motives,. and abomye or. atterqpted _
coups d’etat. The military has succeeded xtselfmly dimes. in:
some couniries. tikeNigeria.Within. the length of rulership,. the E
military has revealed itself through observable many'estanons
of objective conditions (operazion and corruption) and it is
against this background that this work set out to examine the
military institution and the politics of nattonal—buzldmg A
peep into the 21° century.
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It’s imperative to define mllltary science as the one. thatnworks,hand in
hand with the military institution. According to Osuagwu {2000),
military science is the science of the management, use.and organization
of the armed forces in peace “and war under the leadershlp strategy of
the military general headquawers, grand strategic guidance and staff
and the policy control of civil power. Technically, war still remains the
- military science’s major concern furthermore peace now also occupies
a definite status at the uppermost layer of its concerns while other
concepts not directly speakmg of war such as the peaceﬁxl uses of
military power have also entered into its ever-widening orbit. More $0,.
there are required special and ‘various institutional attentions given the
role they play in the evolumq.@gd functioning of the political. society.

Hence, the identification of the’ unigue pattern of political behaviour
existence that are being exhlblted by each and its relatlonshlp with
other institution, both formal and also informal.

"Ona more serious note, it is notified that mlhtansm is mcomorated
into the main issues of military institutions. The word military is a brief
practice and policy that is inflexibly attached to the soluuon of
problems by ~military and only military methods. It is also the opposite
of pacifism.. Even mongh that the state has all the outward appearances
of democracy, mmtgnsm is an anti-democratic trend that occurs where
the institutions of society are weak and could not sufﬁcxently express.
the interest of the peace-loving public above and over the bellicose and
often too unconstitutional aspirations of the ruling elites. The Military
are known as the state armed forces but sometimes, it is also a group
that strives to gain control, exercise some degree of influence upon the
state’s main direction and also compnsmg the police, alrforce army,
navy, and, other units of parannhtary and security servxces, charged
with the respons1b1hty of protecting the ruling class in the government
the country’s territorial jntegrity plus such other functions like civil
constitutions as may be ‘constitutionally necessary .and the mamtenance
of law and order. There has continued to be need for the defense and
protection of all and sundry interest of classes of md1v1duals smce
primitive times when private property entered the experience of man.
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Deﬁmtion and Nature of Poht:cs of a Nation

Fhere'is multiplicity of deﬁnitlons of pohtlcs as a science. Nnoll (1980)
“assetted ‘fhat pofities s any activity that is ‘indirectly or directly
concerniéd With the detziire of polmcal power, the consolidation of state
powér. ¥t i aiso ‘$een as the out of govcmancc and the process by
whlch'tﬁef fions are governed and ruled. -

‘There' 4fe- ‘systems which polms and pohtlcai affaires are running n
evéry natiéns of the world; some nations ran military, some democratic
systetn ‘whil€“other undergo the diarchy form of governance. The main
amf“inilitary is the defense of the entire territory of the state and not
t0 comé’into’ pelitics, but because of some certain reasons, the military
have got- thémé&elves involved in political activities. Since Nigeria got
indepénden¢e‘in 1960 where the: military has been in power for more
than 28. The 3§zihent questlon is; what actually are the causes why the
military ‘got them selves in pohncs'? -and what is supposed to be the
role of the military in a state or nation. for is not only in ngerla .
resaSon the mailitary involves iself in politics There are ottier African
and“noni:African countriés whose ‘their political terrain are ‘basically
military 4nd even up till now some of these heads of state of these
countries have even transformed themselves from’militaty to civilian
presidents, with a vmw to making themselves life presulent This kind
of situation is mmﬁy found in developing countnes in Afnca and
cSountnes m Asia aﬁd f.atm Amenca :

The Iﬁﬁe 0f the Mihtary lnstltutlon

Onwﬂkn (2000?1 emphasized that; the mlittary institutions are thé bodies
that make up the military entmes” ‘Thesé bodies help in one way or the
othéf to bring about progress 4nd ity in'the land. Before th¢" style of
the rilers ‘'of te mihta:y institutions dre" discussed, Sl be salient
waev;&s’n& jst and gwe a brief eﬁpiahaﬁen of ‘fhesé groups of bodies
that‘*’aré"iﬁé rporated ‘in ‘the military. Some’ of these  institutions “are’
mtematiorﬁl “that is, *theg} can be ﬁnund almost m all parts ofthe World

whxl’e others are’ not
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Deparunem of Defence Jomt Chlefs of staﬁ’, Defqpse, Advanoe
Agency; Jomt Advanced strike Agency, Department.of the -Airforce,
inter natiopal and United Stases Air force, Department of, the army;
united Nations Army space and strategic defense cm ,Amycorps
of Engmeers

However, there are other msthtmns whlc.h are not pureky mﬂltary
but they work hand in-hand with the military in the execution of their
duties. There is no central organization and most members only know
some members sacred order of meegans shield. It is a ‘group of
magicians devoted to- helping the force of good, adv:sm rulers and
giving .magicians good names. In.Northland, they arg-headed by the
mage Forate Bourden. .The Seagate free mercenaries are among the
most skilled and best well-known mercenaries in the Northla,nds This
large group is in much demand and is headed by commandeysi*i=

Having taken a concise look on some of the ‘military msamtnm other
subordinate units of military; it will convince now however to trace
the roles of the nnlltaary in Africa.. - e et

The Roles of the Mlhtary in Afnca

Accordmg to Zakewa (1995), the“mﬂxtary is expected tc proteet the
territory of the nation”. Zakewa identified lin'ee b:mc mles of the
mlhtm'y mAfnea thus: - . e T g,
1.. : Safeguazdmg the boundaly (1es) agamst extemgl mm
- Some Rations or states are greedy especially .the states: i dinsic
landmass. These countries, some at time like to. extend to the
- . coast of other people 50 as:to enlarge their.land. For purposes @f
‘avoiding this kind of problem, it is the military that sees to the
. safeguargd of -the boundary and also: settles boundary dispute
- between  patiog. The . typical . example: of these is the case
between. Nigeria..and Cameroon :over the . hn;e -portion of
.+ Bakleassi._peningular; although it brought 2/mpager chaos and
i1 highly piggly-amidst the. citizens of both- cefisFies:
Hﬁ'mwwmhelpofthemﬂuary v Tt
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L It is the résporisibility 'of the arfy or military to put an end to

any conflict between or among nations. In Africa there has been
a lot of ethec crises especially n countries with many ethnic

©_groups like Nigeria that has up to 280 ethnic groups. In the past
_years, the military however, helped to stop crisis in areas like Ife

and Modakeke, Umuleri and Agulerl in’ Anambra State, Jukun

-+ and host of other

" Lastly it is the responsibility of the military conglomeration to

stop civil wars in other countries. In West Africa continent,

-ECOMOG has been formed, supported and financed by The

ECOMOG to help stop warring country. ECOWAS military
troops known as the ECOMOG has stopped cnsxs on gomg
Libéria over the mantle of state leadership.

Reasons for: Military Intervention

We have a number of reasons for military intervention in any political
setting. Although some military guys used to have ulterior motives
behind their forceful intervention, national in politices but the basic
reasons that have been argued and supported by very many scholars
are: - R - o e

(@)

The pursuit of power at all cost; some top military officers
usually like to have the power of the state and authority over the

‘populace at-the same time. The pursuits of the state power also

© mistivates the mlhtary to usually intervene in the process of the
' government.

i)
- as corrupt people especially when they get to top. This has been
~ verifigd by researchers that politicians who do spend a hell of

- (i)

Corrupt and poor leadershlp the military usually see politicians

money during elections would: like to régain the money spent

- ‘before any meaningful development is achieved. When they start
‘doing this; the’ military seize the opportumty ‘of corrupt and poor
 leadership to engage themselves in politics. -

Rrelsdeas

Manipulation of the constitution: very many politicians who are

- presidents and governors as the case may be oftentimes.
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" manipulate the * constitution - of the state ' to favor: their
government. Just like the former president of Congo, Mubuttu

- Sese Sekeo who turned himself from military to civilian and stil

. changed the constitution of the state to read that a president will
have a tenure of four years, the incumbent president might alter
it and might make it six years to sohdlfy the seats to his selﬁsh
interest.

Other factors according to Ugwoke (2000) include political and
economic reasons. Politics- and economics are closely related. The
economic problem of a nation generally affects the fortunes of its
politicians. When the problems persist, they provide growth for t he
military to justify their foul seizure of power. Barkey (1990:174) has,
for instance, observed that as many Latin American’s societies faced
increasingly difficult political and economic problems in the 1960s and
1970s, their respective military institutions and did clash with the
agency with striking frequency. Thus, generally, the civilian’s inability
to deal with the myriad of complex issues endemic in a modern
developing society was, according to Barkey, a major reason which
pushes the military into the limelight. In this respect according to
Barkey (1990:174) some’ officers, ‘believing that the military as a
complex and hierarchically organized institution was inherently better
suited to respond to the challengers that had undermined the cmhan
leaders deem military intervention inevitable. -

In Africa and especially in Nigeria, various other reasons have oﬁen
been adduced by coup plotters to justify their unwarranted intervention
' in politics. Momah-(1994:20) has argued that some ‘of these reasons
inchude, -endemic corruption, .nepotism tribalisi;;  mismanagement of
the economy, insensitivity to thé yearnings of thc people, ascendance to
power through rigging . of - elections, ' sit-tight -governance,
marginalization of the military, and at times the use of the military as a
last resort for defending the constitution:which ‘according to Momah'
include saving themation: from chaos and-disintegratién-as was recently
exemplified by the coming to power in ngena by General Sani Abacha
on 17 November, 1993.
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.S mvlew of: mﬁﬂﬁ«(:ﬂllﬁ ‘speeches in ‘Nigeria would readily indicate
that the most. freqn.lenﬂy mentioned ‘reasons for deposing either an
electad, cl!!ihan government or an incumbent . military reigime are
coprmptioa and the_ cJalm ;that. the economy ‘has. heen m:smanaged in
-vmous ways. ST _ i

The Consequences of Mllltary Involvement in Poht;cs

Tla_e{eﬁare both positive and neganve consequences of military rule.
Howeyer, the negative consequences usually -outweight the positive
ones;. Few :authors and. political commentators have scored the. military
~high .in some regards. Among such commentators is Odunlami
©{1999:48)¢ who. has; observed with respect to Nigeria that though: the
military, and. the civilian-conteading -forces have their credits-and faults
" placing-performance in governance under close scruting, but that more
of the initiative at developing Nigeria appears t0 have emanated from
the military. He further notes that it is from certain initiatives of the
military governments that Nigeria even found the basis for her
continned . existence as a simgle and: indivisible entity. Nwankwo
(19874:34) -has argued that the military too can.be an:agent:of social
and attitudinal (psychological): change. In addition, the. military is also
epmmended for executing policies: withdespatch and military precnsxon
as ageinst the stow pace in civilian dispensations. : |
m of these commendations, however, it is the general contention

of 'mosgsAfricans and indeed most Nigerians . inclading some military
pefsopuel that:a military regime is. an aberration: and should not be
‘eacouraged ‘to: thrive in our body politic. Tn'*this: respect, Madiebo
'{180 3) whp mdmtally Earettredor{}'rmygemralhaswamedthat
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(c) . Attempting to militarize some aspecis..of:society. and to-impose
- -military discipline through regimenfation which has led to the
- emergenge of with immediate effect’ syndrome which constitute

-;..-‘?f -;a-hindgance to an orderly development of democratic values.
{d) : . Tnstitutionalization of corruption as a faeilitator or an expediter
“iyix - with erroneous belief at individual, corporate and national levels
that poverty can . be eradlcated ‘through fraud rather *than

-+ handwork

(e) . Poor Management of the economy and arrogance of power,
- which prevents acceptance of incompetence but instead enjoys
blaming advisers and the general - populace for economic
misfortunes. Military back to barracks where they belong. Like
~ other countries of the world, democracy will persist in Africa in
general and Nigeria in particular during this 21% century. If the
effort toward democratization is not thwarted, it will rapldly
permlt in all countries of Afrlcan Co Lo

Conclusmn

Mlhtary mtervennon in any nanon contnbutes largely to the under-
development of such a nation. Military interventions in politics the
~ nations have led to a bloody, civil institutional paralysis involving the
virtual - destruction of the public service through fascist pyrges,
insecurity :and-lack of funds, as well as the repression of workers,
students, and peasants and the intimidation. of the judiciary. The
military in politics have been veritable harbingers of persistent under-
~ development, increased imperialist exploitation, mass poverty and

- exacerbation of social crisis centeted around the sharpening social
inequalities. Thus, military regime should be avoided. at all cost by all
nations. Democracy should, thcreforc, be hlghly welcome by all
nations of the world.
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The Importance of Voter Reglstratlon\ |
in a Democracy .

Amche, Alexander
Department of Sociology/Anthropology
Enugu State University of Science and

Technology, Enugu

Abstract

Any country ‘today that is practicing democracy is said to be
practicing a borrowed system_of government. Initially, democracy,
according to history; is a Greek system of government whereby the

~ people of the ancient Greece' came under one roof to exchange
views, opinions or to deliberate on the public issues. With reference
to the present system .of government, this people (the -ancient -
2~ Greece) were made up the three organs of government, namely the,
~ legislature, the executive, and the judiciary. That means the laws of
-the society were made by. them, they execute the laws and also
interprets the laws collectively.

This paper on the :mportance cpf voter regzstranon in a
demacracy is desxgned to examine why voter registration is one of
" the most important democratzc institutions. Voters regzstmtzon as
one of the components. of democracy has not been given the

necessaiy priority mamly in most Afrzcan counmes roddy llke
thena

This Paper. covers . _}

(@) Introduction S B
(b). Democracy from its true form to the representative
o govemmentlmodem government s LT
© Objectwes of democracy -
(d) . ‘Importance of votérs registration =~
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, (e} Problems of democracy and voters registration and
o Conclusmn :

Introductmn

Ina democracy, voter regxstratlon is one of the few pohtlcal sensmve_\
areas that require adequate attention toward realizing a true. democracy.’
So log as Africa is concerned and particularly Nigeria, voter
registration has not made a fruitful impact on the democratic progress
in the African countries, due to the fact that people concerned have not
acknowledged its importance and have not given it priority.

According to Obasi (1981:1), “For the fact that the voter registration
has been neglected for so long now, it had made it impossible for most
of the democratic governments in Africa to succeed in their search for
a conducive ammosphere for the governed”. The negligence of this area
of democracy has given rise to many vices-such as the mismanagement
of the state economy, political backwardness, distrust among the
people, tribalism and sometimes violence.

Al these vices are encouraged whenever the voter registration
exercise is neglected in every democratic society. This force people to
lose their voting power, and are not qualiﬁed to exercise their voting
rights in any elections. What then follows is that a small group of
people in the society will manipulate the ‘whole: thing and vote into
power candidates of their choice who might have influenced them with
money dunng thc campaign exercise. It happens that no candidate who
spent his money to get into power would not like ‘to recover those
money spent, and also reward doubly those who voted him into power.
In the long run, we find out that the poor masses who neither saw nor
ate his money will be made the victims of the whole exercise.

Democracy: From Its True Form to the ~Representafive
Government or Modern Government

Démocfaof as we know originatod ﬁom Greece but today has spread o
various countries of the world. Accordmg to Macdonald (1972) “As
~ this system of govemment moves from its ongm to other places some
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features are remoulded or reshiaped by-the culture, economic; teligiOn,
social and political aspirations of inclinations of a particular country™.
Any country wishing to adopt it as its. system of government .must
g-lllfy its feature s in the way that it will suit it. According to Dahl
1996) “It was as a result of this that we have what i$-called a modern
E&:nocracy or representative government today in practices against the
- mead or true demiocracy as was practice by the Ancient Greece”.
- “Moreover, the geometrical growth of population can be accepted as
" ome of the major issues that seriouly affect democracy. Therefore, the
- maddern ‘democracy is practically different from the true democracy.
Nnoli (1980) emphasized that'modern democracy is based not on direct
participation of the entire people of the society, but on represemnation.
Eisresﬁppom not direct exercise of power but delegation of power. -

(luectwes of Democracy
For a‘true demecracy to prevaﬂ in a wuntry, Lerum ob)ecuves and
conditions must be in place. These according to' Obasi (1981) include: .-

@)  Rights of Citizens - T

The ﬁmdamemnl human! rights «of: the eiuzzens smhi as;-freedem: of
speech, movemeﬂt association, life, privacy, etc should be enjoyed by.
every citizen within the limitations of the law. People must be allowed
t0 air their views on certain government policies-and. should also,
express their feelings towards any kind of situation. People must be
allowed 'freedom of wdmhlp (religion). Decisions are also reached
through unanimous agreemem; of the various represemnuves -of various:

constituencies.
LIRS oy

) (b) Free andFaerIectmn '

AENELTF

Elecnon is the dct of choosmg or selectmg candndatcs mto ofﬁces
#isually by vofirig. Voting may be through secret ballot or any:other
method. In a democratic society eléction mmst be :conducted in a free
and fair atmosphere. The problems of electoral malpractice’s (rigging,
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voting more than once ctc) shauld not arise. The particulars of the -
- voter such as age, name, address or registration area should be checked
$0 as to mak.e sure that only eligible voters are allowed to vote.

(c) "The Role of the Law

In a 'democracy, .const;tutlon- which governs the activities of the
government and the masses are known to exist. The government is
bound to act within the limits of the law (constitution)-and should not
act outside the law. That is, the activities of the government in power
must be constitutional. If there is any policy or decision made beyond
the limits of the law, the governed has the right to criticize,
constructwely the arm of government, which is directly involved
(freedom of speech).

On the other hand, if a citizen offends the law, he should be tried by
the judiciary and if found guilty, should be punished accordingly. In
" order not to’victimize an innocent citizen. The judiciary must be:
impartial in discharging their duties. _

LY

(d) Voter Regzstmtton '_ 3 \

This is the ‘recording of facts about. éemebody who have the nght to
elect (vote for) a candldate or to be voted for during an election. .

(e) Camman peopb (Masses) ‘ L;,
s

A state of socww characten:ed by the recegmnon of equahty of rxghts_
z’mdpnvi}egcs ‘political, social or legabequalaty N e

~ The Importance of Voters Registration

Registration of voters is an important democratic principle, which
forms the:basis of .a stable democratic government. It is aimed at
equipping the goveérnment with an up~to—da£e mformat:on about the
polmcaﬂy mature cmzens ma socrety . ‘

P
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Reg1sn'at10n also aimd at giving the citizen the right of franchlse
Accordmg to Achibiri (1982), the citizen through registration “has the
“fower to choose among the candidates, the one he would vote for”
* -+ The registration as an exercise also helps the electoral body to know
~which person qualifies to contest for an election. For a country
- practicing multi-party system like Nigeria in her 2 Republic, polmcal '
_parties will present many candidates to contest for differemt offices in
- the government. The government through the' services of the body
handling the election affair’ determines through registration, the
candidates who are qualified to hold political post.
According to Sultan (1982), the Tegistration exercise also gives the
individual the chance to dlscharge his or her civic responsibilities.
kEvery bedy should take part inthe activities of the government by
performing - his civic responsibility by registration. Civic
responsibilities including things that a particular society ‘permits  its
* citizens to do. Through registration also the citizens of a parhcular
- place are known.
" Furthermore, the registration of VOters is conmdered more lmportant
thani the acmal election itself.:It is during registration exescise that the
- groundwork for the election #s maade: -
Through registration of ‘voters, it is known whcmer tmly the w:shes
- of the majority will materialise, aSertained people would actuatly -elect
their rulers and ‘whiether sich a choice would be respected ar:not. In all
these however, credibility becomes a very important factor. This is to
what extents are they free and fair? All aré determine by the data
obtained from registration exercise. Therefore it could be said that the
information obtained from ‘the registration of voters serves:-as a
.referenée point to the result of the elections. .
" The importance of voter’s registration cannot be over-emphasxzed
Very lm;)ortantly voter’s reglstratlon enables a oountry to assess: .

’f(ff_)_ Exeraseofmgkrsofff‘mnchise o o L
Thm:sth&hghttcvotébtbevotedformademocracy Aquahﬁed

citizen of the country'is fiilly alowed to exercise or participate in the
voting « exerclse or can be voted for only if h1s or her name is found or
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included in the register of electors.. That is a list of persons qualified to
“vote. With ‘this, it then means that whoever fails to get his or her nam-

registered - during the registration exercise has definitely lost the righ.
entitled to him:as a full citizens of the country. On the other hand, a
~ person who is .coming out for any election must make sure that his
- pname is boldly written down in the voters. list to . avoid any
~ embarrassment, or even disfranchisement during election. Therefore
* registration of voters in a democratic government;can be said to enable
the cmzens to‘exercise their nght of franchlse to the: fullest pomt

i (b) Determmmg the Number of Ehgible Voters.

~ For the sake of accuracy and efﬁc1ency, there is no other way the
number - of -eligible voters in the society could be obtamed except
through'voter’s list.

-~ The voter’s reglster obtamed by ,rcglstermg the voters contams all
mfonnauon covering both the electors and the candidates such
- information as; sex age, residence, and class are all contained in the
- voter’s list. It is only through this that those who are not gualified to
voter or disfranchised could be-gaught. and disciplined accordingly.

 Through this -exercise, it-is casy to-:detect . those who are mentally

deranged-and those that are-serving various prison terms and those that
- are in the pohcc eustody and avmd themx durmg the elections, -

?( ) Checkmg 9f Electoral Mal—Pmctwe

The use of voter’s hst obtamed through a voter regmtraﬂon exerclse is
the most effective way of checking electoral malpractice. The voter’s
‘list enables the electoral body that is conducting the elections to work
out plans for the clections. With this list (registration data) thcy_ can
ascertain the number of people to employ for the election, the cost and
quantity of the voting materialg required for he glections, when these
plans are taken based on the voter’s list, efficiency and accuracy are

- . assured, since the:wastage. or the:-opportunity, to. the ,people to. rig or

- falsify the. result of tbmlecnons havg bcen avoided. |
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P:ow.tded thg voters llst Js. ava;lab]a in; evqry pqumg; statlon, 311; s
mpossxmeJor any. person to vote, ;w;cehalso it §hould not p%mn any‘
party agent to brmg m any, vptmg gna]tcrpals lhat are not ofﬁclally‘

\,.?!

remgmzed L b :
(d) Detennmmg ﬂze Numberqﬁifi'fiﬁ

lihf: ne;nd for,a votera Regnstxanpn e;;ermsc: capnot be aver—emphasmed
oqgsld,.e;;mg that it as a possible way,of g;mng the accyrate number of
the, adult citizens whg are suppOsed to pall;umpate u; the Soaety .Based
on its, importance the govemmem fan e:r:nslfy1l channel the sourcc of its -
" ineome without many fictions. Smce the citizen of every society ‘make
up; the government of that par(;lcular spclety There 15. 1o ‘other way the
its mponsibﬂmes that is npt from cqmnbutipns made by 1ts cmzens
accordmg to their level of incomes.” :

- Therefore, the voters registration, not only determmes the number of
taxable adults, but also, mma‘mgﬁgvmqpt go Mz I,he 8
between the rich and the poor in the society: - A
. Moreover, in this mass. unemployment sxtuatmn, goyernment “can.
oply avoid, the copsequences of levying our youths (scbool eavers or
graduates), wlip. haye no job, since we all know that an mcome-fess
persons  are ;morg or .less dependants, And whenever such ievy
mlstakenly unposed Op them thf:n' Ieacuons are very destructwe

(e) Dismbuaon af Naaonal Resqurces

Bes;des the very effectwe and promlsmg way ‘of dnstnbutmg the
natignal resources is through thg Statistical data obtamed from a voters
,reglstratlon exercise.., The gﬁvemmgnt can only rely on it, since the -
frauds in the, census exercise - cal}poi yicld any. reliable result. DeSpite
the fact that gvery ngerlan who is-in any machmﬁry of govemment is
only there to satisfy his or ‘her selfish. ‘wants, regardless of the

qqnﬁgences thf: masses reposegl mhun L
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However, the rempants ‘shioutd ‘be’ eqmieb!y or Mpartlally sharecl
among“ihe mt:zens du’éctl'y“ or ‘indirectly.’ For t‘bls to be tnle ‘the'
gavernment has to reflect on the'votérs regisration list. =~ :

~For many at times some communities or Jocal government do pretest'
against tax collection sigce th are ot : enjoymg any amenities from
the government. For' St 4B peaplé “of ‘Awgit Lodal
Government of -Anambra State fonght the tax collectors and destroyed
their véhicles and other property, even lives were ‘1031‘.“5&%‘
they were neglected ot not recognized by-the govemmm They said’
that since the government canmot help them in any way in their’ tural
| develo ment: : projects, _there fs.n0 need” paymg any taxes, “which they
are not c:ijoymg in any way. Instead tﬁey eanme it'to etnf)ark en the '
rural” pro;ects ‘they " have. - Though'
governmem is'to be blametf bilt shoxild 1ot be'bliimied ay’suth; “sﬁee it
is. unposs;ble for the govemment to execﬁte well 1ts’ 2
with unagmatms !

[ : ’ : : >

o Naaanal Developmen: and Nationa! Deve!bpmem P&mming =

T

fhe lmyortanee of reglstrataon for - electtons ir-a delﬁoeracy ‘cdn “’be‘ :
viewed ol the basis of national developtnent'and fature pladsing. The'

exér "\‘39 mere essenaal in ihe Sense ﬂlattke information’ that' covers
the national manpower’s are obfitied ¢ g Y Wl @is? therefore,
is easier  ‘for the ‘ov*ei'hmént sélrﬁﬂnpbwer‘s to achieve

its numerous: objectives. Also the efforts of people in the soc1ety can
easily be directed towards the achiévembritbf conmon goals:* © ¢ *
‘Moreover, accurate predlcuons -on the future nnprovement of certain
sectors such as education, -pdlitics, ecohomy of the coumtry etc-can be
‘made. Tt also, discourages all' the wices ‘emamating frorit mtscrupuleus-»
agty leaders who wish to acqmre pcwer to exploit thé masses: :
Hceordmg to Rimi (1982), the exercise does not only give the vorers
power 10 vote durlng the elections, but also to “pass judgment upon the
abrhty, integrity and qualification of the several candidates’ fof éach™
office”, especially in modern govermnent ‘or society ‘whete *the
functions -of the government have grown very technical and -special
quahﬁeatlons for these offices have become mcreasmgly 1mportant

e
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P ,.:__ct Dechracy andVoter Reglstratlon

Ihc“pmhlcm sh,ould J;ze chscussed on twu bams, un the sxde of the
glectors, and on the' side. gf the law. cnfgrcement ‘agents and the
e]:ectoral body 1tself We k;now \gery well that for every elections to be
. , tign; depends’ on: the. behaviour of the
gg,ud:datm lmzolved and thc electors, Wlﬂl the power given to them by
}}hg cqnspmnon m eve.gy dcmocranq goclety, there wﬂl be a peace in
j,:e]‘ﬂﬁﬁcmso e e
- :Ihg vafers: always abuse mgg v,oung nghts In ngena for mstance

e, right they have as citizens of M}gena to greate a, comfortable future
for themsclves and ‘their futre: generations is abuscd by taking bribe

from politicians, That means selling their future well-being to the

politicians who will later exploit them in recovermg all tha; hc. or, she '

spent during the elections. - - -

; Now, what have we to say about the tugs. The mstmmcnt of

lestry ugm havoc, viplence aud vxcummuqn estabhsped by, the

bﬁ fical. poiticians.  These, pegple are accused of supplying money,

("};?n gm and arms to the fugs anfi engmeermg them to harass and

‘wdaper the Sives and propertics
5ide. It; s ‘cerfai that  this; ;q::@ssgnt armed robbcry Operaupns in
Iyi}’gqena today coyld t be fsﬁf’% jssye, of ¢ m%&and the politicians.

“The ancmalies during eag glsa peewr o the part of the
law enforcement agents. It is beheved that these law enforcement
agents can be bribed by the politicians for unnecessary victimization of
their opponents. Thereby doing the wishes of the few class or group of
individuals, rather than doing the wishes of the government for which
they were employed in the exercise.

- Moreover, the various mistakes made by the electoral body in
Nigeria during the prevmus ~elections should not be swept under the
carpet. Such mistakes as inadequate provision of registration materials
and voting materials even the electoral officers were not found at some:
polling stations. All these led to the ruin of the election.

Nwoko (1992) emphasized . that “What are obtained from the
previous elections are enough fo, tell every Nigerian that we are not
pracucmg dcmocracy in the actual sense. Then if we assume to be

P . S wa s R .. — _ o
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 practicing democracy, what does ‘démoctaty! Siggeit o the’ péopler
How are these limited in the prevmus exercises?” Reﬂectm‘g again on
the definition of democtacy as the goVernﬁmntby thé People-bs'contrast
o' the ‘government by any interésted dection or class Of the society tiot
‘duly thihdated or elected by “thie’ - (Sedbl& Iﬁ a’ﬂa]yzmg the' Hbove
‘definition 'a’ reasonable pérsoi et tmderﬂrand ‘that the ‘cofitfary ‘Was
obliitied on the last exerc:se Since the ﬁecrple ‘4re’not’allowed by ‘the
‘tug ‘add’ the politicians to' ‘exertise  their franthise! itistead - their
franch:sc was sold to them. In the long run people are o’ “piore
rmiping the competent persen anmﬁg‘ them who will represent them
wth thf""_ franchxse, raﬂxer ﬂle mgs anﬂ ﬂre mﬁney determine’ “fortn
'them~ B _ _ Lntld e S ST IS
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. ‘TheImporsance of Voter Regisiation in g Den

G

Thé major role of voter reg1stranorf exefcnse in'a democi‘dt‘,? caiinot be
. ‘over-emphaslzed This exercise is a panacea in solving the' pfobfem of
- démocracy i Nigeria. It is one of the institutions of dembcracy and
therefore the eff1c1eucy and accuracy of tlns exeruse could help a lot to
-avoid- some of the democracy prob‘lems 113 Afhca especraﬂy n ﬁigena
For the registration exercise to be frhltful we'should stop looking at
the past or the present rather to plaﬂ and pl‘event mose tﬁmgs that Wdl
'make us to mlss a good future Ot i
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