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Abstract
The focus of this paper is to review the curriculum of the Use of English Programme in public and private universities with  a view to improving upon its content. The Use of English programme is a compulsory course which all first year undergraduate students of all universities must take and pass before they graduate. This study adopted a descriptive survey design using a sample of the  curriculum of four out of the six universities in Enugu State. Two of the universities   are public–University of Nigeria Enugu Campus and Enugu State University of Science and Technology and two private- Godfrey Okoye University  and Caritas University, Emene. The curricula of these universities were used for comparative analysis. The contents of their progrmmes for USE for the  four –year period of study was  examined and evaluated. Recommendations were made based on the findings.

Introduction

The main purpose of curriculum is to achieve the aims and objectives of the educational system for the betterment of the society. To this effect, curriculum has been variously defined as ‘the planned and guided learning experiences meant for the learner (Tanner & Tanner 1975); planned & unplanned  learning experiences which result in behavioural change of the learner(Doll 1978). Ogunyemi (2009), sums it thus: Curriculum refers to the planned and unplanned experiences  which learners receive in the process of their formal or semi-formal education for the purpose of becoming rounded persons who can make meaningful contributions to the betterment of their society and the world. Society and world simply represent the immediate and outside environment or communities. That is to say the local, national and international communities. Therefore curriculum must be geared towards the development of the community.

Education is the means of achieving a better society through the development of human capital. The education system works through the instrumentality of the curriculum which is the working document. The curriculum  is an organized programme of experiences meant to achieve the nation’s educational goals.
According to Ogunyemi (2009:1), the curriculum is supposed to address the following educational issues: ( a)the purpose of the school/institution), (b) what is taught or should be taught, (c)how it is taught and to whom it is taught, and (d) the  effectiveness of what is taught and/or relevance of the entire programme to the needs  of individual learners and their society. Item (d)is of much concern to this paper because it concerns the relevance of the curriculum. According to Ogunyemi (2009:1), the curriculum is supposed to address the following educational issues: (a)the purpose of the school/institution), (b) what is taught or should be taught, (c)how it is taught and to whom it is taught, and (d) the  effectiveness of what is taught and/or relevance of the entire programme to the needs  of individual learners and their society. Items (b) and (d) are of much concern to this paper because they involve curriculum implementation to the individual as well as the society or community. Effective curriculum implementation is very essential to the realization of the educational goals of a nation, one of which is the development of the local or outside communities.

Every level of the education system has goals that are relevant to that level. Curriculum at the tertiary level goes in line with the goals of education for this level as stipulated in the National Policy on Education (FRN 2009) as follows?

· To contribute to national development through high level relevant manpower training.

· To develop and inculcate proper values for the survival of the individual and society.

· To develop the intellectual capability of individuals to understand and appreciate their local and external environments.

· To acquire both physical and intellectual skills which will enable individuals to be self reliant and useful members of the society. (generic skills)

· To promote and encourage scholarship and community service.

· To forge and cement national unity, and

· To promote national and international understanding and interaction.

In line with the national goals, the curricula for higher education are geared towards  offering to the learners a high level manpower training  as well as improved intellectual capabilities to understand and appreciate the local and external environments. Such curricula are expected to inculcate into the learners required generic skills and proper values for their survival and the survival of the society to which they belong. (FRN 2009).
This paper leans heavily on the cognitivist (also known as consructivits) theories of Kofka, Kohler, Asubel, Bandura, Piaget, Vygotsky, Lewin, Tolman and Wertheimer and other Gestalt Theorists. (Izuagba 2009). It states that man  has innate abilities and potentials to construct and reconstruct his environment and as an intelligent being he is an active participant in the learning process and his actions are purposeful and goal-oriented. That is to say that the product of an education system, should after undergoing the curricular experiences, should be able to adjust well and fit into the society and even make something better out of  the society ie ability to reconstructing the society (Izuagba 2009).  
In addition,  the onus lies on curriculum experts to design a curriculum that is responsive to the needs of the people. Emah (2009:35) refers to a responsive curriculum as one that is relevant to the current and anticipated needs, problems, and aspirations  of the learners. It is based on the changes  in the learners’ world or cultural milieu. In agreement, Law (2004) observes that global and community requirement for education includes the promotion of life-long education, re-emphasizing the quality of learner’s experiences, re-organizing subjects into key learning areas so as to develop broad knowledge base, developing in learners the ability to think critically and be innovative, and having rising levels of professionalism among teachers. It could then be said that  a responsive curriculum which is one that is living up to expectation, must assist the products of the Nigerian education system to appreciate the demands of the social goals, respond properly to economic realities and be able to face current and future life challenges.      

Another scholar, Abdal- Haqq (1994), itemized the following as the basic  features of a responsive curriculum. 

· Being integrated and interdisciplinary

· Being  authentic, learner- centred and oriented to real life situations.

· Utilizing materials from  the learner’s culture

· Assisting the learner to develop critical thinking ability

· Incorporating  co-operative learning and the development of self-esteem through the application and recognition of multiple intelligence facilities.

· Requiring receptive school climate and recognition of the power of the hidden curriculum and

· Supportive of appropriate staff development  and pre-service preparation

The Use of English program is prominent in the list of general studies (GST) courses taken by undergraduate students of every tertiary institution in Nigeria. It is so not just because  English is a second  Language but also because English is the language of instruction in schools (FGN 2004) in all tertiary institution  as well as the official language  of the country. The implication of this is that all undergraduates must be proficient enough in English Ianguage to be able to cope successfully with their different courses of study.  After graduation, products of our  institutions of higher learning are expected to be proficient in the use of English to be able to express themselves intelligibly, orally  and in writing  (Ene, 2016).   

To be proficient in using English language  is very essential for  anyone to be an educated person. It requires formal acquisition of all major and minor language skills.  The main language skills are:   listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. All the four language skills  are extremely important for communication, survival, interaction and teamwork, critical thinking ability (Ene 2014). Without language, it is impossible t develop the human capital. And human capital is pivotal to community development. Therefore the Use of English Programme is expected to intensify and  pursue a responsive curriculum so that our products can read well, write well, speak well and listen well. A Use of English curriculum that is responsive must inculcate in the students what Ene, (2017) refers to as  generic skills such as critical thinking, creative reasoning, collaborative and cooperative skills, cognitive ability, inter personal skills, planning and analytical skills, organizational  and also ICT skills. These are valuable skills that enhance  individual and community development. The position of this paper is that more  inputs should be fused into the Use of English  programmes to equip both the teachers and the learners to be able to impact positively on their immediate and extended communities. 
The purpose of the study includes finding out if the Use of English programme  impacts positively on the Nigerian Community and finding out how to improve the Use of English Programme  of universities to impact more  meaningfully on the Nigerian community.

The education system is meant to serve the needs of the nation through the instrumentality of the curriculum. We are in a knowledge driven economy which implies that participants must constantly up-grade to higher skills in order to survive (Ene, 2016). That is what Onyia (2016) refers to as ‘survival skills’ in his discussion of competitive skills for future generation.  The curriculum must be such that can guarantee such skills that will enhance development in the communities. Such a curriculum is regarded as a responsive curriculum if it proffers solution to the current needs of the society.  
Research Questions
1. To what extent do you acquire skills from the Use of English programme that can enhance community development?
2. In what ways do you think the Use of English programme can be improved upon to benefit the society.
Method
The study was conducted in Enugu State for the two universities – one federal and one state. 
Through systematic sampling technique, 2 universities were picked. Again, only one group of the Use of English groups was selected and through a simple random sampling technique , sixty students were selected making a total of 120 respondents. The instrument used for the data collection was a  35 item check-list designed in such a way to check mate confused or wrong answers. The instrument was face-validated by Language Education teachers from UNN. The check-list was personally administered and collected by the researcher. Mean and standard deviation were used for data analysis. The value 2.5 was fixed as cut off point being the average of a  4- point scale. Any  item with a mean of 2,50 upwards was accepted as agreed while anyone below was rejected  

Results and Findings

Table 1: Mean scores of skills acquired from Use of English programme of universities

	S/n
	Item
	M
	SD
	Decision

	1
	communication skills
	3.37
	0.92
	Agree

	
	reading skills
	3.38
	0.89
	Agree

	3
	Listening skills
	3.47
	0.82
	Agree

	4
	Speaking skills
	3.90
	0.56
	Agree

	5
	Writing skills
	3.89
	0.55
	Agree

	6
	Analytical skills
	3.59
	0.64
	Agree

	7
	Problem  solving
	3.46
	0.62
	Agree

	8
	Critical thinking skills
	3.87
	O.54
	Agree

	9
	Predictive skills
	3.82
	0.56
	Agree

	10
	Organizational skill
	3.48
	0.66
	Agree

	11
	Interactive skills
	3.65
	0.61
	Agree

	12
	Team player skills
	3.24
	0.97
	Agree

	13
	Creative  skills
	2.88
	1.16
	Agree

	14
	Mathematical skills
	1.96
	1.30
	Reject

	15
	Oratorical skills
	2.86
	1.17
	Agree

	16
	Argumentative skills
	3.24
	0.97
	Agree

	17
	Engineering skills
	1.67
	1.26
	Reject

	18
	musical skills
	2.24
	1.19
	Reject

	19
	leadership skills
	2.49
	2.24
	Reject

	20


	motherhood skills
	2.21
	1.17
	Reject

	21
	domineering skills
	1.22
	1.35
	Reject

	22
	Brotherhood skills
	2.45
	1.23
	Reject

	23
	ICT/e learning skills
	3.34
	0.87
	Agree

	
	Grand mean
	3.03
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


From the 21 item check list, 16 items, with high means ranging from 3.24 to 3.87 all agreed to  the acquisition of several skills from the Use of English programme.. Only 7 items with  means of between 1.2 to2.49 were rejected.   

Table 2: Mean score of responses   on how to enhance the Use of English  programme for community development.
	S/N
	Item
	M
	SD
	Decision

	1
	Increase curricular content in Use of English
	3.75
	0.64
	Agree

	2
	Increase years of study for Use of English
	3.54
	0.58
	Agree

	3
	Increase quantity of staff
	3.62
	0.61
	Agree

	4
	Improve quality of teaching staff eg  Ph.Ds   
	3.42
	0.65
	Agree

	5
	Send  USE staff on in- service training
	3.68
	0.71
	Agree

	6
	Review their classroom arrangement
	2.56
	1.63
	Agree

	7
	Play sample English tapes for students
	3.34
	0.87
	Agree

	8
	Expose students to native speakers
	2.43
	1.06
	Reject

	9
	Give enough  tasks to students
	3.12
	0.98
	Agree

	10
	Engage students in interactive exercise
	3.25
	0.97
	Agree

	11
	Increase Mathematical Content
	1.26
	1.36
	Reject

	12
	Improve football skills
	1.05
	1.04
	Reject
	
	3.64
	
	

	
	Grand Mean
	2.91
	
	


Table 2 shows that eight out of twelve items were possible ways of enhancing  the use of English programme for community development.  The mean scores of the items  1,2,3,4,5,7,9 & 10 ranged from 2.56-3.68 and they are greater than the cut off mean 0f 2.50. The remaining items 8, 11 &12 had means of 2.43, 1.26, 1.05 which are below the cut off mean.

Discussion of Findings
Research Question 1 was to find out the type of skills obtainable from the Use of English Programme that can enhance community development. The result revealed many generic skills that can  evolve from language programmes. Such skills include communication, cognitive, problem solving, inferential, reasoning and adaptive skills. According to Ene (2017), they are referred to as generic skill   because of the fundamental roles they  play in facilitating life in school, at home, in work places and even in the global economy. In this way, the Use of English curriculum impacts on both local and international communities. Education  through  the curriculum aims to achieve the aims of the nation, and education is to produce people who are self reliant and can contribute meaningfully to their societies. The Use of English helps to develop people and their communities.  Technology has created a world without boundaries so  to say and English becomes the most acceptable linking language. Where would the world be in the larger world economy without the possession of generic skills that come through proper learning of English language?  Such skills as reading (item2) listening (item3 ), speaking (item5), writing (item 4). Other skills that are realizable from a well taught USE program include interactive skills (item 11), problem solving skills (item 7), team playing skills (item 12 ), good organizational skills (item 10). These skills are effective instruments for community development.   
Item 23 of the check-list which is e-learning skills also scored a high mean (X =3.34). It is obvious that ICT skills are sinequanon to development  in a digitalized world that has become a global ion and academia.village. Therefore the USE prepares students to master the language of the cyber world. Onuigbo (2015) calls it ‘the language of the age’, the language with a universal appeal; the language that keys people into the world wide web; the language that  fosters the greatest interdependence and the greatest inter relationship and has the greatest impact on the world economy. Our communities form a microcosm of the world economy and so our products must be equipped through being ICT compliant to add value to the Nigerian communities. 

The study also revealed  the many ways that the curriculum of Use of English can be enhanced. They  include increasing the content of the Use of English programme in our universities to be more comprehensive(unit24) and to continue the course till second and third years of the students’ university life. This is necessary because a lot  needs to be done in grammar, phonetics and phonology, study of literary  terms and texts, oral and written tasks. In addition, all types of written works, essays, applications, documentation styles, Curriculum Vitae, official memo, public speaking, commentaries etc and plenty of reading skills to be developed. The content of Use of English for many universities are deficient if we know the implication of a deficient curriculum, the we under estimate the harm we do to the students. Anieke, (2013 ) posits that  Universities should ensure that they do not compound the  problems of the society by graduating  students  whose language will  be a mockery of university education// run the risk of sending out to the world students who will be a disgrace to the society.// Anieke (2013) therefore advocates  for a Use of English programme that spans three years to ensure that the products of the school are fully prepared to face the world. In the same vien, teachers in the USE should be professionally and academically  teachers of high caliber  (unit24) and they too should be  sent on in-service training/staff development.  Nothing should be compromised in the USE not only because English is a language of instruction in the Nigerian school system, it is critical to the success of the students but also because many of our new students come from a poor background. The Use of English programme  is their last opportunity to master the language that will be most used for communication in and out of places of work and most  valued in the task of community development.   

In summary, this study has shown that the USE  is one way the curriculum can help community  development through the cultivation of several generic skills in the learners. The study also sought ways the USE can be improved to enhance the role of education which is in respect of community development.

Conclusion

Education is the means of achieving national development. Curriculum is the means through which education serves the society.    Curriculum is delivered to the society through formal or semi-formal education systems. Most importantly, curriculum must be responsive to the  needs of the people. Emah (2009:35) refers to a responsive curriculum as one that is relevant to the current and anticipated needs, problems, and aspirations  of the learners. It is based on the changes  in the learners’ world or cultural milieu.  Use of English should be well developed to assist in community development. In Nigeria , English is our second and official language and language of instruction from middle basic upward. So there is little we can do in education without English language. We need English language for further studies, for the world of work, for interpersonal communication, to perform in the world of work etc. Above all we need the language for the inherent skills it engenders. English language is essential for development at the various levels of the community.  

Recommendation

Based on the findings, the researcher recommends that

· The teachers of Use of English should be qualified and professionally trained

· These teachers should go on in-service training from time to time to develop their capacities

· The USE should be split into small groups to allow teachers give them individual attention

· The USE programme should extend to third year considering that the students come from poor background and failure in English language spells failure in other subjects.

· Special care should be taken by teachers of Use so as to emphasize the generic skills inherent in the course  
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