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Abstract

English language is a unique field of study being international in origin, international in reach and enjoying a wide usage all over the world. English language also occupies an important place in Nigeria as a second language, an official language as well as the language of education. This study focuses on what it takes to internationalize the teaching of English Language, in this country, especially the spoken aspect. It is important to keep abreast with world standard of teaching English language. The research design was a descriptive survey.  Three research questions were raised to guide the study. Instrument used was a researcher structured questionnaire validated by experts in Measurement and  Evaluation from Godfrey Okoye University,  Thinker’s Corner , Enugu. The sample consists of 165 respondents (being students of Education/English (all levels) from two federal universities in Enugu and Anambra states-(University of Nigeria, Nsukka and Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka). Mean scores were used for data analysis. Based on the findings of the study, it was recommended, among other things that the methodology of teaching English language/ oral English needs to be reviewed to meet international standards. Such a change should include the use of mobile phones for learning purposes.  

Introduction

Education plays a pivotal role in the development of any nation in the world. The comparative study of the education systems of different nations of the world reveals that the differences in the nations’ growth rates may actually be dependent on their divergent education systems (Hons, 2003). Nigeria as a nation is facing several problems, social, political, economic and even educational.  Certainly, there are deficiencies in our education system.   This situation underscores the need to critically evaluate our system and find how to internationalize it to keep abreast with global standards.

One aspect of our education system that needs critical comparison with the outside world is the pedagogy which is the methodology of passing information and knowledge to the learners. This is especially important for language teachers in a world driven by information and communication technology (ICT). If we want our students/products  to communicate intelligibly with the global community, then we need to internationalize our teaching methodology so as to   meet up with what obtains the world over. Mkpa (2009:105) refers to teaching method as a way of doing the teaching business, the procedure, orderliness in the planning  and execution of teaching proper with the appropriate integration of  instructional  materials to achieve the objectives at the classroom  level and beyond the classrooms. According to Mkpa (2009:105), over the years, methodology has moved from the traditional method (which is seen as teacher- centred/teacher talk-chalk-TCM) to the modern (which is the learner-centred method- LCM). It sees learning as being more facilitated in a social and interactive settings.

In addition,  technology has enhanced access to information in today’s world and so that makes it an effective tool for education.  
Theoretical Frame work

This paper relies heavily on the socio cultural theory of learning which is in tanderm with the learner-centred approach. The socio-cultural theory of learning (Rogers, 2002) holds that learning takes place in a social context and the forming and re-forming of concepts can take place through individual, cooperative and collaborative group work. It holds that learning draws on communication as well as content. Of course, learning is not confined to peer-to-peer only, but can involve teachers, experts, experienced colleagues, workmates, friends and family as well.  as ICT devices. So, mobile phones can be used to do a lot in the teaching of English language through various activities such as collaborative and cooperative learning, peer review, social media posts and blogs, recording and replaying of passages, sounds, etc. The socio cultural theory is a proponent of socio-interactive learning. In language learning, it advocates for communicative language teaching/learning which makes learning  more active and interesting and learner-centred.  Such social activities  can be facilitated through the use of mobile phones in teaching & learning and creating interactive groups  in what  Wenger, McDermott and Snyder (2002) cited in Ejike (2015) refer  to as ‘communities of practice’ 

The world today is technology driven and this has affected educational practices in many parts of the world (Nzewi 2009). This brought changes and innovations in the education system of different countries. Nigeria accented to the use of ICT in education (FRN 2004) as a way of meeting up with world standard.  Technological gadgets have become part of the instructional material used to enhance academic achievements in different subjects and fields of study on an increasing basis. In English language, for instance, radio sets, tape recorders and television sets were earlier used for educational purposes. But today, newer gadgets have emerged that boost educational activities and increase access to educational information. In use today are computers, mobile phones, i-pads, smart and magnetic boards, audio and visual devices etc (Noss 2013). These devices can also be typically used in group settings, and so increased interactions and collaborations take place thereby facilitating learning. Through ICT devices, many activities could be presented to promote interactive learning especially in a language class. In agreement, Wenger, McDermott and Snyder, (2002) in Ejike (2015) said that mobile phones have a significant contribution to the process of language teaching/learning. They can be used to have access with other users in informal discussion groups sharing content, knowledge, experience and thus learners can develop ‘communities of practice’ It is interesting to note that many youngsters especially students of institutions of higher education have smart phones and these phones have applications that can be exploited to enhance learning especially when many institutions lack adequate instructional materials. 

     Place of English language in Nigeria

The Oxford English Dictionary has a slogan  ‘language matters’ Anieke (2015). In Nigeria, English is a second language and so it matters a lot since it plays multiple roles

 The English language has many roles it plays in Nigeria and the world at large. English is the language of education; it is the language of trade and commerce; it is the language of administration; the language of unity; the language of International Diplomacy and it is a medium for creative writing. Therefore there is the need to internationalize the methods of teaching English so as to improve on the international intelligibility.

The learning and use of a language involves a lot of problems. Some of these problems stem from the inherent complexities within the structural system of the language. The problems may become more complex if the language is studied in a second language situation or in a multi lingual setting. Such is the case with the teaching of English language.  For example, students find it difficult to grasp anything taught about Oral/spoken English. Odike (2012) asserts that Oral English deals with the study of speech sounds, pronunciation, stress, among others. Oral English as part of the English language entails ability to:

a. Identify all the vowels and consonant sounds;

b. Recognize the phonetic symbols of words;

c. Give examples of words, where the symbols occur;

d. Pronounce the symbols and words properly;

e. Identify the syllables in words, including the stress patterns etc.

Students don’t find these easy and it may be traceable to the absence of qualified teachers or inadequate instructional materials. Therefore, it is important that the teaching of English especially the oral aspect, should be handled  by trained, professional teachers who are willing to take their professional skills to international levels by ensuring that newer, innovative and technologically effective methodologies are employed in teaching. Over the years, the teaching of Oral English has suffered serious setbacks due to the dearth of skilled teachers and general absence of instructional materials.

Mobile devices especially smart phones enhance learning at national,, regional and local levels, encouraging collaboration and cross-fertilization of ideas. It enhances leisure reading by distribution of M-novels, poems and plays,  and  even some difficult or abstract topics. It is important to note that mobile phones come in handy in the face of near absence of good libraries or functional language laboratories. Noss (2013) asserts that in many  countries of the world, less than 10% of public schools have functional libraries or even language laboratories while in many countries today, up to  70% of urban youths have internet-enabled mobile phones. // Students that enroll in many universities are too large for conventional student-lecturer interaction//. So there is needs for learning devices that can reach the students more directly. In the  absence of adequate language laboratories or recorders for oral English, a smart phone can very easily serve for correct oral English lesson. (Wenger, McDermott and Snyder, (2002)//

Features of Mobile Phones Useful for language learning

Most mobile phones like the smart phones are equipped with functions such as Sms, Mms, Facebook, Twitter, internet access, mp3/mp4 player, digital camera, video recorder and many can run multimedia contents including audio and video (Norton 2004). He goes on to emphasize that some mobiles phones have special inbuilt learning software such as e-dictionary, flash card software, quiz software, voice recording and listening applications(Apps for short). Through the recording facility in the phone, learners can be guided to record their sounds, passages, pronunciations, intonations, interviews, discussions and other forms of   communication. After listening to their records, they can be asked to improve their weak areas. Mp3/Mp4 can be used in playing audio/video clips pertaining to English language instructions. Students can record interviews or conversations outside the classroom and later on they can play them in class for feedback and discussion. Through a memo recording feature, most phones can be used to collect language samples from TV or radio or other resources including humans. In addition they have dictionaries, e novels, e books and many other materials of educational importance.   

Norton (2014) also asserts that mobile devices allow teacher-student, student-student and teacher/learner-whole class to interact seamlessly with each other or one another in both formal and informal learning contexts. This assertion agrees with Geist as cited in Kalaiarasan, M. and Somasundaran, G. (2015) and Miller (2012 who stated that mobile devices like phones is the new trend in higher education and is redefining the manner in which learning takes place and how instruction is delivered. We live in a world that moves fast and the technological advances happen at such speed we have difficulty following. In only a few years, the mobile market has changed drastically with the advent of smart phones and the number of people that own  these kinds of devices is growing at a fast rate especially among young people. Amongst this incredible number of apps, there is a great variety of apps intended for students of languages or second language speakers (L2). 

Purpose of Study
The purpose of this study is to find out how the education  system can be internationalized through the use of mobile phones to teach Oral English. 

Specifically, the study wants to find out:

1. The extent of use of mobile phones as teaching aids in our language classrooms. 

2.  How knowledgeable are teachers and students on the role of mobile devices to teach Oral 

    English.

3. What problems do teachers face that hinder their usage of mobile devices in teaching Oral English?

Statement of the Problem.

The study of oral English is important for many reasons one of which is making our communication in English very universal and  intelligible. And for the fact that the human and material resources available for teaching Oral English are inadequate, it therefore  becomes very important to seek for alternative ways. This research has therefore necessitated  the need to internationalize our method of teaching English to our pre-service  teachers. This study focuses on what it takes to internationalize the teaching of English Language in this country to keep abreast with world standard.  
Research Questions

· To what extent are mobile devices used as teaching aids in Oral English classrooms?

· How knowledgeable /are students and teachers on the role of mobile phones in learning Oral English?

· What problems do teachers face that hinder their usage of mobile devices in teaching Oral English?

Method

The research design adopted for this study is descriptive. The population of the study consists of all students of English and Literary Studies (all levels) from the two federal universities (University of Nigeria Nsukka and Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka). Through random sampling technique, a sample of 165 students was selected and used for the study. A 20- point questionnaire was used for data collection. The response pattern adopted a five point- rating scale  given values as follow: SA-5, A-4, UD-3, D-2 & SD-1. Also, mean was used to answer the research questions. Any mean score of 3 and above is accepted while any score below 3 is rejected. The questionnaire was validated by two lecturers –one in English Education and anther in Measurement and Evaluation. A reliability study of the instrument was analysed using Crombach Alpha and a reliability index  of  0.81 was obtained. 
Data Analysis and Result

Research Question 1.To what extent are mobile devices used to achieve       

                                      effective learning of oral English?

Table 1: Extent of use of mobile applications in teaching/learning of oral

                English.

	N
	Item
	SA
	A
	UD
	D
	SD
	Total
	X
	Decision Rule

	1. 
	Staff & students have smart phones with learning apps
	157
	67
	6
	10
	0
	1091
	4.55
	Agreed

	2. 
	 Students know how to operate their smart phones effectively
	98
	89
	34
	9
	10
	976
	4.07
	Agreed

	3. 
	The teacher sometimes uses English mobile apps to teach pronunciation
	78
	100
	59
	2
	1
	972
	4.05
	Agreed

	4. 
	The  teacher uses mobile dictionaries to teach pronunciation of words 
	87
	78
	43
	16
	16
	924
	3.85
	Agreed

	5. 
	The teacher uses the internet (YouTube app) to teach oral English
	34
	20
	65
	56
	65
	622
	2.59
	Disagreed

	6. 
	We have online video conferences with native speakers during oral English classes.
	12
	2
	12
	78
	136
	396
	1.69
	Disagreed

	Grand mean
	3.47
	


Table 1 above shows that items, 1, 2, 3, 4, have mean scores of 4.55, 4.07, 4.05, 3.85 respectively, showing that mobile devices are used in teaching Oral English to some extent   while  5, and 6  have mean scores of 2.59, and 1.69 respectively. These scores  indicate that  using mobile apps for conferences and internet services have not been applicable..
Research Question 2. How knowledgeable and informed are students on the role of mobile phones in learning oral English?

 Table 2: Shows how knowledgeable students are on the role of mobile phones in learning   

            English

	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	UD
	D
	SD
	Total
	X
	Decision Rule

	7. 
	We are knowledgeable in the use of smart phones
	76
	67
	34
	59
	4
	887
	3.70
	Agreed

	8. 
	We are told to download English mobile dictionaries
	13
	65
	76
	82
	5
	722
	3.00
	Agreed

	9. 
	We are advised to watch native speakers’ speeches online
	109
	55
	6
	40
	30
	893
	3.72
	Agreed

	10. 
	We know the importance of mobile phones in learning English sounds
	31
	40
	99
	38
	30
	718
	2.99
	Agreed

	11. 
	Mobile phone is important in learning intonation
	35
	45
	70
	31
	64
	691
	2.88
	Agreed

	12. 
	Mobile phones aid my reading skills
	73
	75
	36
	43
	13
	872
	3.63
	Agreed

	13. 
	Mobile phones aid my listening skills
	170
	37
	3
	20
	10
	1057
	4.40
	Agreed

	
	Grand mean
	3.47
	


 Table 2 show that items 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 have mean scores of 3.70, 3.00, 3.72, 2.99, 2.88, 3.63, and 4.40 respectively which show  that respondents are knowledgeable and informed on the importance of mobile phones in learning oral English.

3: What problems do teachers face that hinder their usage of mobile

     devices in teaching oral English?

Table 3: shows problems hindering teachers’ use of mobile phones in teaching English

	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	UD
	D
	SD
	Total
	X
	Decision Rule

	
	Government does not provide smart phones to teachers for teaching Oral English 
	180
	40
	5
	7
	8
	1097
	4.57
	Agreed

	14. 
	Government does not provide phones to students for learning Oral English
	207
	30
	0
	2
	1
	1160
	4.83
	Agreed

	15. 
	Seminars are not organized for teachers on the role of mobile phones in teaching/learning Oral English
	120
	75
	30
	10
	5
	1015
	4.23
	Agreed

	16. 
	School authorities do not stress  the value of using mobile phones in learning Oral English
	110
	99
	11
	10
	10
	1009
	4.20
	Agreed

	17. 
	PTA does not support schools with mobile devices for learning Oral English
	105
	56
	78
	1
	0
	985
	4.10
	Agreed

	18. 
	There is lack of finance for maintaining mobile phone usage& data supply
	43
	40
	100
	36
	21
	768
	3.2
	Agreed

	20
	Power supply sometimes a pro
	
	

	
	Grand mean
	4.1
	


In table 3, the results show that items 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 have mean scores of 4.57, 4.83, 4.23, 4.20, 4.10 and 3.2 respectively. The results indicate that there are problems faced by teachers which hinder the usage of mobile devices in teaching oral English.

Discussion of Findings

In these years of rapid expansion in technology, ICT and other variant of it are the in-thing. The global community constantly diversifies  and Nigeria must endeavour to  attain international  standard especially in the conduct of our education system. From table 1, it is  clear that smart phones are largely available to both teachers and students. Items 1, 2, 3 and 4 with means 4.55, 4.07, 4.05 and 3.85 respectively and they are even used for teaching pronunciation and or for checking dictionary entries. This agrees with the statements made by Ejike (2015)  that the mobile phones are very useful for teaching several topics in language especially Oral English. So this study confirms that mobile smart phones have many language apps and are very useful for assessing  language learning materials.   

From the research, the results show that majority of the respondents believe that mobile devices aid the learning of Oral English and are suitable for many activities in language teaching/learning especially Oral English. With a mean of 3.72 in table 2, the researcher is not surprised that both teachers and students are conversant  with the smart phones and are willing to use it for teaching and learning if only they understand how to use it. Besides there are hindrances as shown in table 3. But still, it is not a surprise that their English teachers use mobile apps to teach pronunciation or to locate words from the on-line or down-loaded dictionaries.

The respondents claimed that mobile phones are not important in learning intonation (item 10 with a mean of 2.88. But this does not agree with the findings of  El Hariry (2015). Meanwhile they agreed that mobile phones aid their reading skills with a mean (X) of 3.63= and listening skills with a mean (X) of 4.40. On discovering the problems (Ene, 2015) (Ene, 2015), faced by teachers that hinder the usage of mobile devices in teaching Oral English, respondents agreed that neither government nor Parent Teacher  Association (PTA) sees phones as important teaching aids that should be provided in the school for teaching purposes.

Conclusion

The use of mobile devices for learning Oral English is very significant but they are problems militating. The research work has shown that mobile phones are very available in the universities, but its usage in teaching Oral English is still limited. There is also the need for Nigerian students to pursue self-directed learning through the use of mobile devices to overcome academic competitiveness in a global economy. 
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