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          Abstract:

This research was conducted in Enugu State using  teachers of English  in the Colleges of Education. It   aimed at finding  out the extent of use of ICT On-line facilities by English Language teacher in the Colleges of Education in the state. In addition, it aimed to find out the various problems  constraining the use of ICTOn-line in teaching and learning. A structured questionnaire containing  17 items was administered to 80 teachers of English, in the four Colleges  of Education for data collection. Out of this number,71 respondents, which is 88.5% returned the instrument. The data were analyzed using Means and Standard Deviation. The results showed that many teachers were not quite knowledgeable about the use of ICT/On-line not to talk about  engaging in e-learning which is a more sophisticated application of ICT. The teachers who use the computer to assist their teaching in any way are very few. All the respondents are unanimous with their agreement over the constraints to ICT application. Based on these, recommendations were made.
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Introduction:

Innovations refer to the changes made in existing laws by the introduction of something new.  Changes spice up life and also bring advancement in an educational system. A number of reasons  make innovations necessary. Where there are changes in the objectives of education emanating from  change in the societal values, innovation becomes inevitable. So, innovations are about reforms which means changing things for the better through  different  selection, organization and utilization of human and material resources.  Such innovations can be seen since  the emergence of Information and Communication Technology (ICT). Throughout the world, ICT is now looked upon as a viable tool for the upliftment  of  the standard of education (Nzewi 2009). This spells the need for integrating new and innovative ideas into the education system and training the teachers who will drive the new system.  

For some time now, there is  continuous  progress in the field of Information and Communication Technology (ICT).  The entire world is facing new challenges as well as opportunities in the various  areas of life. The world today is dominated by the twin forces of technology and commerce. The result is a technology driven, globalised, competitive and competency based society (Nzewi  2009). According to her, one major problem and task facing the education planners and policy makers is how to improve the quality of education offered to the citizenry as a response to the challenges posed by ICT.  The implication of this is that the education system should be reviewed to re-address the content and method of education delivery. (Jegde2003; Ajadi 2008; & Nzewi  2009). No doubt, the place of technology in teaching and learning  is occupying centre stage as far as the issues of contemporary Nigerian education is concerned today. ICT has  globally  revolutionalized  and changed  the world of teaching and learning and Nigeria cannot be left out. Therefore, the Nigerian  National Policy on Education (FGN 2004) recognized the fact that ICT will affect the education system and stated it clearly as follows ‘In recognition of the prominent role of ICT in advancing knowledge and skills necessary for effective functioning  in modern world, there is urgent need to integrate ICT into education in Nigeria  (NERDC 2004: 14).  

Some studies show that ICT has  influence on  teaching and learning. Richmond as cited in Ayo (2007) did identify three major areas that technology can influence teaching and learning. They include:

·  Presentation, demonstration, and the implementation of data using  productivity tools;

· Use of curriculum specific application- types such as educational games, drills and practice, simulation, tutorials, virtual laboratory, visualizations and graphics, representations of abstract concepts, musical compositions and expert systems;

· Use of informational resources on CD-ROM or online such as encyclopedia, interactive maps and atlases, electronic journals and other references. This is e-learning.

E-learning has  been shown to have great effects  on teaching and learning. E-learning may be seen as a means of facilitating knowledge, skills, information and general advancement through electronic means. Thus we have e-learning, e-commerce, e-payment, e-transactions, e-training, e-registration. E learning is done via a computer and is created by interaction with digitally delivered  content services and support  It  has been known to offer learners and knowledge seekers multiple opportunities to access information from various sources and at extreme convenience. E-learning is capable of bringing learning across continents in a world that is now a global village. Above all, it creates opportunities to learn for all ages and all locations. E-learning is a move towards education for all and it is an offshoot of new developments in ICT. It makes learning time and environment  flexible and friendly and  leads to connection with the wider global community.
 This is more so now that we have a boom in enrollment since NCE is now the minimum qualification for teaching in Nigeria. Akudolu (2004)  summarized it thus : the internet  is a veritable resource for learning. Teachers and students get current information on different school subjects. Some universities offer on-line programmes which enables a person to register and study online. But (Nzewi 2009)  noted that some important factors must be seriously considered if the nation is to maximize the educational gains on ICT. According to her, the new teachers must be: 

* Fully computer literate.

* Well equipped, professionally trained, cognitively and otherwise

* Fully trained to use ICT tools

 * Knowledgeable in all areas of his or her subject matter and teaching methodologies but eclectic in use   depending on variables like state of the art or status of learners, content and environment.

* The modern teacher must be at home with the new ICTs including video conferencing, and  tele- conferencing among other forms of  multimedia course areas relevant to teaching and learning in this country.

* ICT should strengthen teaching and learning processes in tertiary institutions through making teaching move away from the time honored  model of the scholarly professor who lectures students in a classroom to more learner centred and learner managed approaches.

English: The language of instruction
English is the language of instruction in Nigerian schools, especially after lower basic up to  the tertiary institutions. This is the laid down policy in the National Policy on Education (FGN 2004). English is one of the core subjects. All students in tertiary institutions learn it under the Use of English programme  and then some others study it as a teaching subject . So English becomes  the language of education in Nigeria, being  the language of instruction at all levels of the education system. As such the teachers must also be equipped with the  English language which holds the key to  International currencies of  technology and commerce (Ene, 2010).

English is a world language. Onuigbo (2015) refers to it as the language of the age  Its role is even more indispensable in the present world of communication revolution and information explosion.  Ezema (2007) asserts that given the wave of communication revolution and advances in communication technology, English is the primary vehicle  of international communication,  a passport to universal cultural uniformity and  cohesion.. Stressing the point, further, English is  the language of knowledge, because much research  and publications have been carried out in it.  Reports of those researches and other publications are available in the internet and websites in English language. Teachers and learners need English language for effective education. Banjo (1989) identifies three reasons why English is taught in Nigeria : 

i.      It is the official language of the country.

ii.     It is the official medium of instruction at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels of education.

iii.     Many of the learners need proficiency in the language for their careers.

It is actually impossible to estimate the true value of English language to an average Nigerian. Being that English is of so much importance, adequate attention should be paid to the preparation of teachers of English who will apply the new ICT technology in their teaching.

Statement of the Problem 

The role if ICT in tertiary education cannot be over emphasized (Agbatogun,2006; Offorma,2009). Studies have shown that innovations in the education system are usually difficult for teachers to implement in the classrooms. Problems may be due to the absence of skill resulting in fear and lack of confidence. Another problem may be the non availability of the ICT facilities. Therefore the problem of this study is to find out the extent to which the English language teachers in our Colleges of Education are using ICT tools in teaching and learning and what their constraints are.

Purpose of the study:

The purpose of this study are to:

i. Find out the level of computer knowledge of the teachers of English in the Colleges of Education in Enugu State.

ii. Find out the constraints to the use of ICT in teaching and learning in their schools.

Research  Questions:

1. What is the level of computer knowledge of the teachers of English in Colleges of  Education in Enugu State?

2. What are the constraints facing the application of ICT to teaching and Learning in Colleges of  Education?

Method:

The study was a survey and data was collected from a target population to find out how things are with regards to the use of ICT in teaching and learning in the Colleges of Education in Enugu State. The study focused on teachers of English in the Colleges of Education  who train prospective  Nigeria Certificate of Education (NCE) holders  in Enugu state. There are four Colleges of Education in Enugu State. They include : The Enugu State College of Education (Technical), Enugu; Eha Amufu College of Education;  the Institute of Ecumenical Education, Emene and the AICACOI College of Education, Emene. The population of the study is made up of all the teachers of English and Use of English, in these  NCE  institutions  in Enugu State. In 2012/2013 academic year, there are four such institutions for NCE pre-service teachers and all the English language teachers are qualified professionals with a minimum of first degree in education and the English Language.  The sample covered three out of the four schools. A total of 82 teachers form the population but  the members of the sampled population being 74 were used.
To collect data, a set of structured questionnaire was used.  A 17- item questionnaire, arranged on a 4-point scale of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD) rated 4, 3, 2 and 1 respectively was used. .Analysis was done using Means and Standard Deviation.

Validation: The instrument was face validated by two lecturers from the Curriculum Studies department and another from Research methods and Designs, all of Enugu State University of Science and Technology, Enugu.
Reliability: An internal consistency co-efficient of 0.79 was obtained through the use of Crombach Alpha 

The researcher personally, with one research assistant, administered and retrieved the responses from the subjects and this totaled 71 being 88.5% of the questionnaire that was returned. Mean Statistics and  standard deviation were used to answer the research questions. Each research question acceptance level for mean is 2.50 and above. Any mean below was rejected. 

Results

Research Question 1:  What is the level of computer knowledge/use by the teachers of English Language at the Colleges of Education in Enugu State?

Table 1: Mean scores showing basic computer knowledge/use by teachers of English Language
	S/N
	ITEMS
	MEAN
	STD
	DECISION
	

	1.
	The teachers know the component parts of a computer
	3.56
	0.7045
	Accepted
	

	2.
	The teachers can type /print documents for teaching.
	3.01
	0.5706
	Accepted
	

	3.
	The teachers know how to install and use soft wares for teaching
	1.60
	0.63
	Rejected
	

	4.
	The teachers can use micro soft word office for tables, figures etc 
	2.60
	0.71
	Accepted
	

	5.
	The teachers can use basic  excel for teaching
	1.60
	0.6332
	Rejected
	

	6. 
	The teachers can prepare documents for power-point presentation.
	2.62
	0.7104
	Accepted
	

	7.
	The teachers can use ICT to teach games and drills. 
	0.82
	1.18
	Rejected
	

	8.
	The teachers can engage class in video conferencing.
	1.50
	0.70
	Rejected
	

	9.
	The teachers can access internet documents for teaching. 
	2.56
	0.71
	Accepted
	

	
	Grand Mean
	1.9188
	
	
	


The Research Question 1 sought to find out if teachers have basic computer knowledge and how to use it. The data shows that many teachers lack basic computer knowledge. Although X=3.56 teachers know the components parts of a computer, very few, X=0.82 can use computer games.  Data indicated that many cannot even use the micro soft office judging from the X= 2.60 positive response for item 4. Also the ability to write on CD-ROMs, and ability to draw tables or graphs all have low scores. So also internet access with X= 2.60.

Research Question 2: What are the constraints hindering ICT application in Colleges of Education?

Table 2: Mean scores showing constraints facing ICT /e-learning in  Colleges of Education.
	S/N
	ITEMS
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	STD
	DECISION

	10.
	Absence of teachers skilled in ICT use?
	3.52
	0.72
	Accepted

	11
	Lack  of ICT facilities
	3.20
	0.50
	Accepted

	12.
	Power  Problems
	3.45
	0.67
	Accepted

	13
	Poor awareness
	1.56
	0.63
	Rejected

	14
	Lack of relevant software
	3.64
	0.66
	Accepted

	15
	High cost of ICT materials
	3.35
	0.81
	Accepted

	16
	Limited access to the internet
	3.81
	0.60
	Accepted

	17 
	Non challant attitude of teachers
	2.78
	0.20
	Rejected

	
	Total Mean
	2.816
	
	


Table 2 shows the various problems inhibiting the use of ICT in teaching the pre-service teachers. The respondents agree that the problem of teachers’ lack of skill, with 3.52 mean, is a serious one. The table also shows that the inadequacy of facilities and lack of relevant software are serious constraints. (X=3.20 & X=3.61). Also problematic is  the high cost of ICT materials X=3.35 and limited access to the internet, which has a mean X= 3.81. The table shows that awareness is not a serious problem. So also non chalance of teachers which was rejected.
Discussion:

Teachers know about the computer. Becker (1984) in Ajadi (1997), while discussing problems in the use of computers in education laments the almost lack of knowledge of computer by teachers. Several years after, the problem of ICT infrastructure still persists ( Nzewi 2009).The research question sought to find out the level of computer knowledge and use of all the English Language teachers involved in the teaching of both English as a subject as well as the Use of English programme. The data showed that their level of computer knowledge was still very elementary. They are quite  aware of the value of ICT in today’s world and many are struggling to meet up.  Many teachers indicated that they have some ICT knowledge which is why they could type and print their documents (X=2.60)..  Yet only an insignificant number X=0.82 agree that they can use computer to assist their teaching through drill or games. This finding agrees with Akudolu (2004)  who maintains that ICT can assist teaching and learning and improve the language capability of all teachers. Offorma (2009) while discussing the requirements for e-learning  had maintained that connectivity is very essential for implementing e-learning. Stressing this, she maintains that connectivity must be widely and easily available. But data in table 2 shows that many teachers (X=3.81) complain of poor access to the internet. Others lament the non-availability of relevant software (X=3.64) All these constitute problems to ICT use and applicability. From the data collected, it is obvious that none of the teachers has been able to put their lectures in a CD-ROM. This device could replace the lecturers on the days that teachers are  not  available and  also for students to use at their own free time.  

  Conclusions:

There are huge benefits inherent in  on-line learning. Apart from solving the problem of time and space, it also solves the problem of teeming  population. Offorma (2009) summarized the major values of on-line learning thus:

· Accessibility to a large number and a richer mix of learners. It provides information to many learners across the world and a richer mix  of ethnic, regional and socio-economic backgrounds; and will also spread the fame of the institutions .

· Relative ease and comfort of on-line study:. This implies that access can be achieved at home (in the comfort of your living room, study or bedroom), in the office, at the airport at the train station. As long as one is able to access the internet, the course materials are within reach.

· Lower cost: It is cheaper for the institutions to mount courses on-line than to produce textual materials, video and audio tapes for the distance learners. A set of on-line course materials is up loaded on a server and it is available to millions  of accredited users.

· Environment friendliness: It is claimed that e-learning is environment friendly. Online materials  cut off the process of printing texts for the learners using paper. Easier to manage: Quite a lot of materials are needed for the production, distribution and support sub-systems.  The needs are fewer and hence the management team is slimmer for on-line delivery.

· Rapid feedback: Feedback to the learners in on-line delivery is quicker and more efficient. The feedback is instantaneous; no postal delays.

· Multimedia presentations: Visual sounds and texts can be embedded easily in online presentation. The teachers can even interact with the learners in real time online.

· Access to the rich resource of the internet: A lot of supplementary materials exist in the internet. Online learners can access high quality libraries and other websites to get materials that are relevant to their courses.

Recommendations:

Information and Communication Technology has introduced some innovations into the education system. The use of ICT and computers has introduced many new things. The in- thing in the world today is ICT and computers are at the heart  of it. E-learning  is part and parcel of the way and means of enhancing  teaching and learning today.  All teachers for the new millennium must embrace the new technology of ICT to be able to fit into the scheme of things educationally.     

*There is every need to empower the teachers to become ICT compliant. The management of those institutions can arrange to provide each of her lecturers with a personal computer while payment is done in installments.

*A central training can be organized on ICT applications for the staff. This could be made compuls  ory for all the lecturers not limiting to English language teachers. This will be part of the plan of action to embark on e-learning.

* A seminar on the importance of e-learning  should be  organized by the schools  body in order to facilitate the programme.
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